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DEFENSE

Renault Trucks:
les coulisses d'une
vente explosive

A LA UNE

Grand plan
d'mvestissement
ou tour

de passe-passe?  [sesiiiiotn

Le grand plan d’investissement promis par Emmanuel Macron a été révélé
lundi par le Premier ministre. |l est doté de 57 milliards d’euros sur la durée
du quinquennat, dont 24 milliards de mesures budgétaires nouvelles. s

Les priorités sont la formation professionnelle, la transition écologique et amencalns
la transformation numérique.

aux investisseurs
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«Sans la liberté de blimer, il n'est point d'éloge flatteur » Beanmarchais

DISPARITION

GISELE CASADESUS, UN SIECLE
DE TALENT A LA SCENE

ET ALECRAN pace3s

«Almaviva», une nouvelle saison

de culture et d’art de vivre

Sans statut officiel ni mandat ély
d’une popularité i 11
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ectoral, Brigitte M.umn jouit
Dans notre I Al

écrivains, sociologues, créatew
de cette femme de 64 ans dont
les schémas traditionnels et les

Entretien avec
Stéphane Rozes

Latribune
du géneral Jean-
Pierre Bosser

La chronique de
Renaud Girard
« L'analyse
d'Eugénie Bastié

Réponses a la question
de lundi:

La déclaration

de Jean-Luc Mélenchon
sur les nazis est-elle
une faute politique ?

NON (9]0
23% %

TOTAL DE VOTANTS : 39748

< Votez aujourd’hui

£ sur lefigaro.fr

Le score de l'extreme
= droite en Allemagne
vous inquiéte-t-il ?

rs de mode, historiens livrent leur vision

le style inédit et JEENEEDouscule

clichés de premiére dame.

Europe: le projet
de Macron

contrarié par
le scrutin allemand

Le président francais dévoilera, ce mardi a la Sorbonne, sa vision
pour relancer I'Union. Il devra composer avec l'arrivée probable
dans la coalition allemande de libéraux, hostiles a ses idées.

Le chef de I'Etat aura at
tendu le surlendemain
des elections en Allema
gne pour lancer un
«processus»  visant  a
approfondir  1'Union

cconomique et moné-

3

taire. Officiellement, le
resultat du scrutin n'a
pas changé sa vision. En
dévoilant mardi ses pro-
positions de réformes
européennes,  Emma-
nuel Macron ne veul

«rien imposer» i ses
partenaires, en particu
lier allemands. Mais il
espére qu'elles seront
entendues dans les ne-
gociations de la future
coalition allemande.

A Berlin, la chanceliere
devra composer avec les
libéraux du FDP, qui ont
affiché pendant la cam-
pagne leur hostilite a
nes idées du presi-
dent frangais.

Les Vingt-Sept face aux défis
d’'une Union a plusieurs vitesses

Le Brexit a donné un
coup d'accélérateur au
vieux débat sur une
« Europe des cercles ».
dée est de permettre
ux qui veulent aller
avanl pour tout ce
qui touche au budget, a

]t‘hrn 3

sede l Europe de
re. Mais il reste 3
nir les régles du jeu de
celte option qui ressort
a chaque fois que le
projet européen parait

en panne. Emmanuel
Macron  pummmexplorer
cefte piste, a laquelle
n'est pas hostile Angela
Merkel. mais Frangais
el Allemands ne sont
pas toujours  d’accord
sur I'objectif.

» DES ENSEIGNEMENTS QUI VALENT AUSSI POUR LE PRESIDENT FRANGAIS - LES DIVERGENCES
FRANCO-ALLEMANDES SUR L'EURO MISES A NU -+ LA COALITION « JAMAIQUE » OU L'ALLIANCE DES CONTRAIRES
AFFAIBLIE, MERKEL DOIT RASSEMBLER UNE ALLEMAGNE SONNEE -+ UN QUATRIEME MANDAT QUI S'ANNONCE

DIFFICILE

L'EST EUROPEEN CRAINT D'ETRE DOUBLEMENT MARGINALISE FAGES 2 3

E EDITORIAL parAmaud de La Grange adelagrange@lefigaro.fr

Vers I’Europe qui protege

ue tout semblait beau vu des
hauteurs de la Pnyx, quand Em
manuel Macron déployait sa vi
sion européenne. Du berceau
athénien, le président francais en
appelait au renouveau démocra

légers nuages de I'électi

mande. I].-ulr aient vite se dissiper. Le ciel, en
fait, s"est singulierement obscurci

Pour Paris, les nouvelles venues de Berlin ne
sont pas excellentes. Une Merkel [V affaiblie,
dépendante d’alliés eura-contrariants et mor-
due au mollet par des opposants anti-Europe.
On croit déj ndre, dans le fracas des ba-
tailles bruxelloises, Fmmanuel Macron aiter
Angela Merkel a esquiver les coups. «Mufti,
gardez-vous agauche, gardez-vous a droite! »
Sur sa gauche, la chanceliere devra ferrailler
avec les libéraux, a priori alliés mais bien dé-
cidés a tenir leurs positions. Ils ont déja averti
que les idées de Macron, comme un budget
pour la zone curo, ne leur plaisaient pas du
tout. Sur sa droite, Merkel aura les opposants
musclés de I'AfD. Un parti «anti-migrants»
et «wanti-islam» qui s'est d’abord construit

comme «anti-euro»... Gageons que cette si-
tuation ira aussi p; Angela Me .
Elle n"avait acquiescé que du bout des lévres a
certaines idées du président francais. Pour les
ecarter, elle pourra se retrancher derriére le
«contrat de coalition »...
Les Frangais misent sur les intéréts européens
bien compris des Allemands et leur sens
gendaire du compromis. Mais il faut aus
nir compte du signal

Macron venu d’outre-Rhin. Les

grandes questions non
et Merkd resolues, comme la crise
doivent migratoire, ont pesé dans

la percée des populistes
avant tout jnds. pour sauver
rassurer I'UE, Berlin et Paris de

viont batir cette « Furope
qui protége». Ses citovens, ses frontieres,
I'emploi et la compétitivite
Sur ces sujets de «souveraineté », déja pris en
main par Emmanuel Macron, il est essentiel
d’obtenir des résultats conerets. Angela Mer-
kel a dit elle-méme importance que le «vo-
cabulaire» sur 'Furope soit «dote d'un conte
nu». Clest, assurément, ce qui longtemps a
fait defaur. W

H
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LRM NE PARVIENT PAS
A PERCER ; LES AMBITIQNS
DE MACRON CONTRARIEES

ELECTIONS SENATORIALES :
LA DROITE RENFORCE
SA MAINMISE

RETROUVEZ TOUS
LES RESULTATS DANS
NOTRE CAHIER SPECIAL

MERKEL VICTORIEUSE MAIS FRAGILISEE
PERCEE HISTORIQUE DE 'EXTREME DROITE

» Avec 33% des voix
pour les conservateurs
(CDU-CSU), Angela
Merkel enregistre une
victoire en forme de
désaveu. La chanceliére
devra batir une coali-
tion inédite avecles li- |
béraux du FDP (10,7%)
et les Verts (8,9 %)

» Le parti d’extréme
droite AfD devient la
troisiéme force politi-
que du pays, avec 12,6 %
et 94 €élus au Bundestag

» Avec 20,5 % des voix,
les sociaux-démocra-
tes du SPD enregis-
trent le plus mauvais
score de leur histoire

INTERNATIONAL - PAGES 2-6
CAHIER ECO - PAGES 4-5

M coimoriaL

UN QUATRIEME
MANDAT A HAUTS
RISQUES POUR
LA CHANCELIERE

PAGE 26

Ausiégedela
CDU, 2 Berlin,

20v7,

Politique
L'exécutif
annonce
57milliards
d'investissement

C'était une promesse du
candidat Macron: lancer
un plan d'investissement,
en parallele des mesures
d'économies. Deux jours
avant la présentation du
budget, Edouard Philippe
devait annoncer, lundi
25septembre, une enve-
loppe de s7milliards
d'euros, répartie entre la
transition écologique

(zo milliards), la formation
(15 milliards), la compéti
tivité (13milliards) et la
transformation numeéri-
que de I'Etat (9milliards)
PAGE 13

Urbanisme
Semaine
décisive pour
EuropaCity

Le projet de complexe de
loisirs et de commerces
EuropaCity, au nord de
Paris, va étre remanié
alors que la ville de
Gonesse vole lundi son
nouveau plan d'urbanisme
CAHIERECO - PAGE 1

Contraception Politique Enquéte _burov, cAnar
En2016, la pilule Surenchére Drole de drame
ne convainc sécuritaire pour a la paroisse
plus qu'un tiers sortir de I'état de Rove,
- : des femmes d'urgence pres de Marseille
Enmrﬁve PAGE 15 PAGE 14 PAGE 20
' iz
et reallte, les LE REGARD DE PLANTU

temps forts du
Monde Festival

«Réver: telle étail 'in-

;s DUVIVIER 3L

steiner neoLoor

-
Cet automne,
DES OFFRES

LEOLUX

EXCEPTIONNELLES

SUR LES PLUS GRANDES MARQUES DE CANAPE

¢ ESERCITO

vitation de la 4¢ édition
du Monde Festival, qui
aréuni pres de 25000
persomxel & Paris, pour
week-end riche
en déherts el spectacles
PAGES 17-19
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L'ESSENTIEL

TRUMP DURCIT LE DECRET
ANTI-IMMIGRATION

La Maison-Blanche a étendu la
liste de pays indésirables sur le
sol américain. Les interdictions
sont définitives et non plus
temporaires. / P.7

ENTREPRISES
& MARCHES

PEU DE BLOCAGES DE ROUTIERS,
PAS DE PENURIE D'ESSENCE
Lappel a manifester lancé lundi
par les fedérations CGT et FO-
[ransports n'a pas suscite une
vague de blocages. #/ P.15 ET
L'EDITORIAL DE JEAN-FRANCIS
PECRESSEP.9

TOTAL PROLONGE SON PLAN
D'ECONOMIES JUSQU'EN 2020
Le pétrolier francais vise une réduc-
tion de ses codts de 5 milliards de
dollars. Patrick Pouyanné se pré-
pare pour une période de prix bas
plus longue que preva, 7 P18

LA FRENCH TECH S'INSTALLE
A LETRANGER

Daprés le baromeétre EY et France
Digitale, les start-up francaises sont
installées a I'étranger pour plus de
lamoitié dentre elles. 7 P. 24

CAPITAL-RISQUE : PARIS
DEPASSE LONDRES

Les levées de capitaux des fonds
frangais ont atteint 2,7 milliards
d’euros depuis janvier. Cest
400 millions de plus que les
levées britanniques. # P. 27

LE COUP DE POUCE DE BERCY
POUR LE SECTEUR FINANCIER
Avec le Brexit a l'esprit, Bercy va
proposer dans son projet de bud-
gel d'alléger la taxe sur les salai-
res et celle sur les transactions
linanciéres. 7 p. 28
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Alstom-
Siemens,
fusion a hauts
risques

® Le maintien de I'influence francaise au sein du
futur groupe est au cceur des derniéres discussions.

Istom, le champion frangais du ferroviaire,
A sappréte a fusionner avec lallemand Sie-
mens, son meilleur ennemi. Réguliére-
ment évoqué depuisdes années. cescénario deyrait,
sauf ultime rebondissement, devenir une realite ce
ardi, a l'issue d'une réunion simultanée des

naissancea

s ader européen desonse
risque tout

is que lidentité tricolore d
dilue jusqut ontrol SITIeNs pourrait,
en effet. dé o, voire plus, de la nouvelle
entreprise. Mais les pouvoirs publics frangais, qui

perte d

soutienment activement ce rapprochement, assu-
rent que Iaccord sera équilibré, et que plusieurs
garanties ont été négociées. Selon plusieurs sour-
ces, le siege du nouvel Alstom devrait rester en
France, tout comme les centres de recherche et
développement qui y sont déja. Henri Poupart-La-

lintention d'activer la clause qui lui permet
encore quelques semaines, dacquérir jusqui 20 %
du capital dAlstom auprés de Bouygues.

/ PAGE 17 ET « CRIBLE » PAGE 38

La hausse du déficitde I'Etat,
fausse note du budget 2018

BUDGET Le déficit de I'Etat va repasser au-dessus de 80 mil-
liards d’euros en 2018, contre 69 milliards en 2016. Le plan

d’investissement dévoilé lundi au

Cest une évolution qui écorne ['image de sér
budgétaire vantée par le gouvernement. Si le dé
public (toutes administrations confondues) est
annoncé en net retrait an prochain, le solde budgé-
taire de I'Etat va emprunter une pente contraire, 11
devra
Bien plusque les 69,1 milliards de 2016, La [autea un
exercice 2017 plusdegradé que prévi etaux mesures
i L anmoins, le gouver-
vec lavis du Haut Con-

ra un impact budgétaire limité.

hypothéses de construction du budget. Coté!
sociale, 4.2 milliards déconomies devront étre
sées sur FAssurance-maladie pour contenir l'évolu-
tion des dépenses. Par ailleurs, lexécutif a dévoilé
Tundi son plan d'investissement de 57 milliards. qui
[aitla part belle aux compétences et a I'écologie. Son
impact sur le deficit est estime a 30 milliards sur la
duréedu quinquennat et est déja intég; sla pro-
grammation. #/ PAGES 2 A 4, 'EDITORIAL
D'ETIENNE LEFEBVRE PAGE S ET LA
CHRONIQUE DE JEAN-MARC VITTORI PAGE 10

Le casse-téte de Merkel pour
former un gouvernement

ELECTIONS Apreés une victoire électorale amere, dimanche, la chance-
ligre veut se laisser le temps pour former un gouvernement, dont la poli-
tique européenne pourrait étre entravée selon les partenaires choisis
Les discussions sannoncent difficiles. Le Parti social-démocrate a
répeété lundison refus de gouverner de nouveau avec Angela Merkel, qui
enappelleausens desresponsabilites duSPD, Lesliberauxdu FDPetles
Verts sont disposés a négocier la formation d'une coalition, maisils ont
desvues diameétralement opposées sur [Europe. / PAGE 6

Rajoy ~  Giciethibava
danslepiége

catalan

o0

Le chef dugouvernement espagnol
avait fait le pari que les indépendan-
tistes de Catalogne n'iraient pas jus-
quau boutdans leur volonté de faire
scission. explique Cécile Thibaud.
Mais son indifférence a joué le role
dedétonateur dans les mobi
massives quise déroulent ces der-
niers jours en faveur du réferendum
dautodétermination. La voie desor-
tie pourrait étre un pas de I'Espagne
vers un modele plus fédéraliste.

#/ PAGE 9

Usine AVIOVAZ. Pharo AvtoVAZ

Renault se prépare au

rebond du marché russe

Sa filiale russe AvtoVAZ est revenue
al'équilibre au premier semestre.

AUTOMOBILE Huit ans aprés son entrée au capital

Renault pourrait enfin trer un bénéfice de son investissement en
célebres Lada

Russie. La du fabricant d

d'AvioVAZ,

sest redr
bs effortssur les coiils. # PAGE 16

¢, notamment grice a deux nouveaux modeles eta de

n
U J
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214 i ‘ o Chaque mardi, retrouvez un supplément spécial de 4 pages avec
Q.:‘« l) ¢ :w\ l‘\U il_]’ \ l'l\ Q/lln 09 les meilleurs articles et éditoriaux du «<New York Times»?en anglais.
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LA

Qui veut
laneau
cdelapiiule?

Le contraceptif numeéro 1 des Francaises

est délaisseé par les plus jeunes, accusé d’étre
non naturel, source de troubles mineurs,
voire dangereux. Des critiques sérieuses

ou un phénomene de génération ? PAGES16-19

s
2
3
5
=
i
L
<
.“g
6
>
=

Inégalités croissantes, accueil
des migrants... Lextréme droite
a misé sur la peur du déclasse-
ment pour entrer au Bundes
Remettant en cause le modele
allemand. eaces2

IMPRIME EN FRANCE / PRINTED IN FRANCE Allemagrne 2,50 €, Andorre 2,80 €, Autriche 3,00 €, Belgique 2,00 €, Canada 5,00 $, Danemark 29 Kr. DOM 2,60 €, Espagne 2,50 €, Etats-Unis 6,00 §, Finlande 2,90 €. Grande-Bretaane 2,00 £,
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Edition Bruxelles / Brabant wallon |

LE SUGARDATING, CETTE PROSTITUTION QUI NE DIT PAS SON NOM

OIR

Quotidien /

ALLEMAGNE
Macron veut peser
sur la formation

du gouvernement
P.11

S

JOUIINAI.

LFE,

A BRUXELLES

La FGTB
dénonce
a [])récarité
‘emploi
a Bruxelles

e mardi se tient le Som~
‘ met social bruxellois,

rendez-vous  annuel
entre le gouvernement et les
interlocuteurs sociaux. Le pa-
tron de la FGTB Bruxelles,
Philippe Van Muylder, saisit
l'occasion pour faire le point
sur la situation en région
bruxelloise. 11 souligne avant
tout plusieurs facteurs qui évo-
luent positivement : « Le tuwr
de chomage qui diminue. lly u
des exclusions mais le phéno-
méne est réel. 1l y a aussi des
dossiers qui évoluent bien : la
réforme des groupes-cibles,
lordonnance en matiére de
lutte contre la discrimination
@ l'embauche ». Mais il s'em
presse de préciser que la quali-
té nlest pas au rendez-vous
pour nombre d'emplois créés ;
« Il y a une hausse du nombre
d'intérimaires, de temps par-
tiels subis, des contrats étu-
diants. Prés d'un travailleur
bruxellois sur 7 occupe un
contrat temporaire. Plus de
15.000 personnes dans linté-
rim le sont toute lannée avec
des contrats d'un jour! En
2004, c'était 5.047 ». E
noncer la preé
Deliveroo » qui progresse aus-
si rapidement que le message
quil'accompagne : « Vous aves
un emploi, soyex content », ce
qu'il conteste fermement. m

P I’ 1 NOS INFORMATIONS

De moins
en moins
de dossiers

Entre 2010 et 2015, les parquets ont enregistré une baisse
de 18 %. Pour 2016 et 2017, la baisse serait plus forte encore.

n passant, en cing ans,
E de 713.038 a 385 L le

nombre de dossiers en
trant dans les parquets correc-
tionnels a de quoi interpeller.
Dautant que cette baisse de
15 % sur l'ensemble du pays ne
serait quun  avant-gout des
chiffres qui se dessinent pour
2016 et 2017. La baisse globale
s‘éléverait alors & une trentaine
de pour

cent en lespace de

quelques  années A titre
dexemple, le  parquet  de
Bruxelles annonee un chiffre de
S1.878 2016 contre
91338 lannée avant. Et pour
2017, ses statistiques pointent i
ce jour 61.096 affaires.

Le collége des procureurs gé-
néraux s'est donc penché sur le
phénoméne et y apporte plu-
sieurs explications.

Limportance des moyens mo-

bilisés pour la lutte contre le
terrorisme figure au nombre de
celles-ci. Dabord parce quielle
implique le déploiement de da-
vantage de forves
dans les rues, ce qui a un effet
dissuasif face i certains types
d'infractions (vols dans les ha-
bitations, petits deals, arra-
chages de sacs). Mais aussi
parce que cette politique d'oc-
cupation du terrain a des effets

policiéres

négatifs. Le procureur général
de Liége, Christian De Vi
neer, concede en effet que « for
cément, il y a moins de disponi-
bilités du coté des services de

police pour constaler certaines
infractions..
élément d'explication qui per-
met de comprendre la baisse de

Cest un dewriéme

dassiers entrants

» 1" [ NOTRE DOSSIER

Agents immobiliers : les clients seront mieux protégés

éja soumis a4 une réforme d'im-
portance en 2013 qui durcissait
les sanctions en cas de malversa-

tions - suspensions et radiations i la clé -
eait les formations, le seeteur
professionnali-
Moins diplomatiquement dit, les
existent encore, de méme
que des pratiques commerciales dou-
teuses et les malversations, et une
réforme s'imposait. Le projet de loi est
passé en premiére lecture au Conseil des

el encour
immobilier poursuit sa «
sation »,
«cow-boys »

L'EDITO

Béatrice Delvaux

LE DESARROI
POLITIQUE

e gros coup sur la téte, puis le

désarroi. Aulendemain des
élections allemandes, une im-
mense interrogation domine :
comment donc parler a ces

574136357081224

vigueur en 2018

con

autre table,

peuples qui votent pour I'extréme
droite ? Que dire et que proposer
lorsque, méme en Allemagne, les
électeurs vont voter pour un parti
qui les raméne aux heures les plus
noires du racisme, du fascisme et
de l'indignité ? Comment endi-
guer cette vague qui se propage
sans se dissoudre, en France, aux
Pays-Bas, en Pologne, en Hongrie,
jusqu'aux Etats-Unis ?

Peut-étre d'abord en ne se trom-
pant pas de constal. L'analyse du
cas allemand rejoint celle du FN
en France : les électeurs qui ont
fait dimanche le succés de I'AfD
ne font pas ce choix par convic-
tion « nazie », nostalgie du four
crématoire ou racisme primaire.
lis votent comme on renverse une

ministres en juillet et devrait étre voté
avant la fin de l'année pour une entrée en

Mais que contient-il. ce projet de loi.,
ement. dont on nous assure «
na pas pour volonté de ren
sifs mais plutot son volet préventif » ?

Dabord, et cest un point majeur de la
réforme, quand une plainte arrive sur sa
I'Institut professionnel de 'immo-
bilier (IPI) pourra demander au juge, se-
lon une procédure durgence :

glé.

qu'il

reer le répres-

d'ére titulaire

en refé

comptes

table : sous le coup de la colére,
par envie de punir quelqu'un(e),
soit ces dirigeants qu'ils voient

elo-gnes de la réalité de leur

la désignation d'un administrateur provi-
soire, qui va gérer l'agence, bloquer 'aceés
des comptes a I'agent ou aun syndic épin-
Largent des clients ne transiterait
done pas vers d’
qu'on statue sur le

Autre innovation : |
de l'obligation pour lagent immobilier
d'un
comme cela se pratique pour les ave
ou les notaires. 1l sagit de dissocier les
personnels  de

itres cieux en attendant

création par la loi

«compte tie niv

eats

des » P

l'agent

comptes de la société du gérant. Cela a
son importance en cas de faillite puisqu'il
est déja arrivé qu'une curatelle préléve ou
bloque des fonds de clients en transit sur
le compte de |
n, la procédure de traitement des
plaintes par I'IP1 sera modifiée pour offrir
une voie de recours aux plaignants et le
le formation exigé des agents et
syndics sera relevé. u

nt.

165 NOS INFORMATIONS

progrés i ouun
profit financier réservés désor-
mais & une élite locale, ou a

d" aulms peuples, sur d'autres

quin’ ient que
des « il faut » et des « on doit »
que, par ailleurs, ils s"applique-

Comment done parler
it ces peuples qui votent
pour lextréme droite ?

raient peu a eux-mémes. Envie de
sortir d'un horizon personnel en
cul-de-sac, envie de ne plus se
sentir en danger ou déclassé.
Chdémeurs, ouvriers, jeunes, plus

quiont, eux, le vent
économique en poupe.

C'est une terrible défaite pour les
valeurs '\umamsles de voir

M~ Merkel ée pour un

partout
en Europe a penser qu'elle auto-
rise les excés populistes, et cette
fameuse « parole/action libérée »
sur laguelle le Premier ministre
belge sera amené & s’exprimer ce
mardi a la Chambre. Quelle offre
pclmque proposer a ces citoyens
? Quel projet de socié-

« Wir Schaffen Das » qui voulait
rassurer les populations locales
sur la gestion de I'afflux de réfu-
giés, en méme temps qu'assurer
les migrants de I'existence d'un
havre. C'est d'autant plus cruel
pour la chanceliére qu'aujour-
d'hui, ceux qui ont voté contre elle

té crédible et « faisable » mettre
sur table ? Les écologistes et les
sociaux-démocrates cherchent
sans trouver. Le monde politique
sera plus fort s'il 'élabore au
niveau européen, mais cela va
demander d'étre courageux et
tétu pour oser jouer cette carte

de 55 ans, classes H1 rec que e probleme commune qu'en Allemagne aussi,
ont pour le i i e est sous contrdle. désormais, il est devenu de bon
d'étre mis a I'écart/oubliés par un Mals lacoléreestla, amenant des  tonde déconsidérer.
L] REGIONS A9 BON A DECOUPER 30
25 MOTS CROISES & SUDOKU 30 TELEVISION 3
25 METEO & LOTERIE 30 PETITE GAZETTE n
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Trump’s tweet is a declaration of war, says North Korea

Rhys Blakely Washington

A bellicose tweet from President
Trump constitutes a “declaration of
war” against North Korea, the regime’s
foreign minister said yesterday as he
threatened to shoot American military
aircraft out of international skies.
“Last weekend Trump claimed that
our leadership wouldnt be around
much longer. and hence, at last, he

declared war on our country,” Ri Yong-
ho said in New York. “Given that this
comes from someone that is holding
the seat of the United States presidency,
this is clearly a declaration of war."
The remarks were apparently a
response to a tweet by Mr Trump in
which he referred to a threat by Mr Ri
to detonate a hydrogen homb over the
Yacific. “Just heard foreign minister of
North Korea speak at UN. If he echoes

thoughts of Little Rocket Man, they
won't be around much longer!” Mr
Trump wrote. Little Rocket Man was a
reference to Kim Jung un, leader of the

Since the US
declared war on our country, we will
have every right to make counter-
measures, including the right to shoot
down US strategic bombers even when
they are not yet inside the airspace

border of our country. The question of
who won't be around much longer will
be answered then.”

Colonel Robert Manning, a Penta-
gon spokesman, said: “If North Korea
does not stop their provocative actions
we will make sure that we provide op-
tions to the president.” Sarah Huckabee
Sanders, the White House press secre-
tary. dismissed Mr Ri's claim as absurd.

American B-1B Lancer bombers,

escorted by fighter jets, flew in inter-
national airspace east of North Korea
on Saturday. The flight, disclosed shortly
before Mr Riwas due to address the UN,
was the farthest north of the demilita-
rised zone separating North and South
Korea that any US military sortie has
flown this century, the Pentagon said

Pyongyang tested what it said was a
hydrogen bomb that could be mounted
on an intercontinental missile.

Labour vows
more state

control with
£200bn raid

McDonnell plans sweeping renationalisation

Francis Elliott Political Editor
Harry Wilson City Editor

Labour has pledged to seize control of
up to £200billion of contracts running
schools, hospitals and prisons in an
expansion of nationalisation plans that
business leaders warned would send
investors “running for the hills".

John  McDonnell, the shadow
chancellor, delighted party activists
and union leaders yesterday with a

promise to “bring back in-house” assets
built and maintained under the private
finance initiative (PFT).

He also said that Royal Mail and
water, energy and rail companies
would be taken back into public owner-
ship in the first years of a Labour
government. Ministers would decide
compensation, paid in government
bonds, for both nationalisation pro-
grammes. Under the plans, share-
holders of companies using tax havens
could be punished by being given less
than the valuation.

Launched by the Conservatives in
1992, PFI projects enable the state to
fund new public infrastructure without
the government having to raise the
money up front. Builders are instead
commissioned to provide projects
using their own money and the govern-
ment pays the builder, or a company
that buys out the contract, at regular
intervals to lease the infrastructure
over several decades. PFI confractors
have made millions of pounds in profits.
Labour refused to say how many of the

719 PFI contracts in place would be
nationalised, how their value would be
determined or the likely cost.

The head of Britains leading public
spending think tank warned that the
“very big-scale nationalisation” would
mean an “awful lot” in upfront costs.
“This is not about just getting rid of
austerity or moving back to where the
last Labour government was” Paul
Johnson, of the Institute for Fiscal
Studies, said. “This is a root-and-
branch change to the way the economy
has worked since at least the 1970s.”

Carolyn Fairbairn, director-general
of the Confederation of British Industry,
which represents nearly 200,000
businesses, said it would scare investors
already nervous about Brexit. “This
would threaten the living standards
of the very people that need help, from
pensioners to students,” she said.
“Forced nationalisation of large parts
of British industry will send investors
running for the hills and puts mispl:
nostalgia ahead of progressive vision.”

Millions of pensione including
retired public sector workers, face losing
out under the PFI plans. experts said.
The £4.2 billion London Pensions Fund
Authority (LPFA), one of Britains
higgest retirement plans with nearly
80,000 members, among them [ire-
fighters and council workers, has an
investment of close to £100million in
Semperian PPP [nvestments Partners,
aJersey-registered PFI provider.

Edi Truell. former chairman of the
Continued on page 2, col 3

JAGE/GETTY 1M
—

Looking at you Prince Harry and his girlfriend, Meghan Markle, appeared side by side at a public event for the first time as

they attended the Invictus Games, for injured service personnel, in Toronto yesterday to watch a wheelchair tennis match

Smile! Happiness boosts effect of flu vaccine

Oliver Moody Science Correspondent

Older people going for their annual flu
jab may find that it helps to be a little
more Ronnie Corbett and a little less
Victor Meldrew.

Researchers are tryingto find ways of
pepping up the over-63s before they see
the GP after discovering that a sunny
disposition improves their response to
the vaccination

The findings come as academics
warned that Britain could be hit by the
waorst flu season in half a century if the
[I3N2 strain arrives from Australia,
which had its worst outhreak on record
this year, with at least [66.000 cases and
72 deaths. The elderly are particularly

vulnerable:fluvaccines tend to fail in 50
to 80 per cent of older adults, and more
than 90 per cent of flu deaths occur in
this age group.

A smile may afford extra protection,
however. ntists found that being in
irits appears to exert a stronger
effecton theimmune system’s uptake of
the fluvaccine than exercising, sleeping
well or taking care over your diet.

A group led by Kavita Vedhara, pro-
fessor of health psychology at the Uni-
versity of Nottingham. signed up 138
pcuple.\bed 65 to 85 through four local
GP surgeries in the autumn and winter
of 2014-15. Before and after the jab, each
participant recorded their meals. activity,
mood, stress levels and sleeping hours

Ritaglio stampa ad uso esclusivo del destinatario

every day. Immune responses were
measured with blood tests. The only fac-
lorwith an effect on the jab’s success was
good cheer. The link was strongest on
the day the jab was administered, ac-
cording to findings published in the
Jjournal Brain, Behaviour and Immunity

Watching a comedy has been found
lo raise concentrations of antibodies
and curb inflammation-inducing cyto-
kines in the blood. The next step is to
learn how to tinker with this effect.
Professor Vedhara said: “We're looking
at whether we can develop an interven-
tion which peaple can self-administer:
something that an older person could
listen to. maybe when they are sitting in
their car beforehand.”
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DJAA 22296.09 ¥ 0.24%

NASDAQ 6370.55 ¥ 0.88%
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What’s
+ News

Business & Finance
—

hina is considering re-

laxing rules requiring
foreign atto makers to Lave
alocal partner, a move that
could pave the way for Tesla
to build cars there. A1

# More large companies
are disclosing their politi-
cal spending ind bourds
are taking on more direct
oversight, a study found. B1
# Microsoft is unveiling a
customer-service virtual
assistant as it takes on [BM
in the market to apply arti-
ficial intelligence 1o every-
day business needs. BL

# GE agreed to sell its in-
dustrial-solutions unit to
ABB for $2.6 billion as its
new CEQ continues cfforts to
streamline the company. Bl
@ Unilever agreed to buy
Caryer Korea for $2.7 bil-
lion, the latest in a string of°
skin-care acquisitions. B3

# Target is raising its mini-
‘mum wage to $11 an hour
slarting next month and lo
$15 within three years as it
competes to lure workers. B3

# A Hellman & Friedman
consortium is buying Dan-
ish paymenis-processing
firm Nets for $5.3 billion. BS
4 The UK. and EU need to
agree on a deal to protect
trillions of dollars in deriva-
tives contracts afler Brexit,
the Bak of England said. B8
# Hurricane Maria
caused an estimated $40
billion to $85 billion in in-
sured losses, mostly in
Puerto Rico. WSJ.com

# China said it fined three
sociak-media operators for
hosting banned content. B4

Waorld-Wide
b R

# Republicans pushing a
last-diteh bill to repeal the
ACA made several changes
o win support as they
nieared a critical deadline. AL

# Germany's Merkel began
laying the groundwork for a
three-way governing coali-
Lion afier her bloc's weaker-
than-expected victory. AL

made deep inroads in the
strongholds of Germany’s
establishment parties, de-
tailed data showed. A5

# Japan’s Abe called a na-
tional election, betting vot-
ers would rally behind his
alignment with Trump in
confronting North Korea. A4

# North Korea's foreign
miinister said the U.S. had de-
clared war and Pyongyang
had the right 1o respond. The
US. dismussed the claim. A4

# Kurds voted in a refer-
endum on independence
from Iraq, risking backlash
from Baghdad and the in-
ternational community. A3

# Trump issued a new ban
on entry to the U.S. that
puts limits on eight coun-
tries, inchuding Chad, North
Korea and Venezuela. A6

# Poland’s president intro-
duced alaw that would force
a third of top judges to retire
and give parliament more
power to replace them. AS

# Sharif returned to Paki-
stan to face a corruption
trial. the ex-prime minis-
ters political party said. A4
# Defense Secretary Mattis
arrived in India on a trip to
reinforce a budding U.
dia defense partnership. A‘l

CONTEN S
Bsiess Vews_ 63 Markets Digest.. 66
G Ao

it Jounal... A2 Ocinr
Cressword..— AlZ Ted
0 & MK B5 LIS, News.

Hesid op Stret— B8 - Weatber Az
LinA AT U2 Work News— A2

iz cvraso, 200

779219

9|

98612

Iraqi Kurds Rush to rti ipate in Independence Referendum

CROWD CONTROL: Police try to keep people from forcing thelr way Into a voting station in the northern Iraql city of ErbiL Kurds began
vating Monday in a landmark referendum on independence from Iraq, risking backlash from Baghdad and the international community. A3

Merkel Seeks New Coalition

German chancellor
faces arduous talks to
secure fourth term as
far-right party rises

By AntoN TROIANGUSKE
Anp Anpiea THOMAS

BERLIN—Chancellor Angela
Merkel started laying the
groundwork for an unprece-
dented three-way governing
conlition, bt faced headwinds
from conservative allies reel-
ing from losses to an upstart

nationalist party and clamor-
ing for a tougher line on immi-
gration and security,

After her cenler-right bloc's
weaker-1han-expected viclory
in Sunday's election, Ms.
Merkel faces no easy path to a
fourth term. A coalition with
the pro-business Free Demo-
crats, the favored partner of
her  Christian  Democrats,
would still lack & majority of
seats in parliament. And the
center-left Social Democrats,
who have governed alongside
Ms. Merkel for the last four
years, reiterated on Monday

that they would refuse to
serve as her junior partner for
another term.

“Ihat leaves a (hree-way co-
alition with fhe Free Demo-
crats and the environmentalist
Greens. a combination never
before formed on the federal
level, as Ms. Merkel's only via-

ble option. Ms. Merkel said she
would invite the parties to pre-
iy falks and was commit-

ted to reaching an agreement.

The Greens favor liberal
policies on immigration and
European integration, putting
them at odds with the Free

Democrats and with conserva-
tives in Ms. Merkel's bloc.

“It is important that Ger-
many gel a good, stable gov-
ernment,” Ms. Merkel said at a
news conference at her party
headquarters in Berlin.

Far more skeptical rum-
blings came from Munich, the
base for the CDU's influenial
Bavarian sister party, the
istian Social Union. The
CSU suffered a stunning set-

Please see ELECT page A5

# Rise of AfD challenges
Germany's mainstream—.... A5

New U.S.
Health
Repeal
Targets
Key Votes

BY STEPHANIE ARMOUR

WASHINGTON—Republi-
cans pushing a last-ditch ef-
fort to topple the Affordable
Care Act neared a critical
deadline armed with changes
to the hill’s text and a new
‘rump administration analysis
aimed al winning over waver-
ing senators.

Pyongyang Official:
U.S. Declared War

North Korea's foreign minister
sald the country Interpreted
recent remarks by Trump as
a dedlaration of war.... A2, A4

It was far from clear the
changes would be enough (o
change the minds of the two
GOP senators whe have de-
clared their opposition, how-
ever, or others who have said
they are leaning against the
legislation. But sponsors ap-
peared to have little to lose,
needing to lock in 50 votes be-
fore a Saturday deadline, when
a erucial parliamentary vehicle
expires with the end of the fis-
cal year.

The updated version of the
bill sponsored by Sens. Lind-
sey Graham (R, $.C.) and Rill
Cassidy (R., La.), circulating
among lobbyists and on Capi-
tol Hill as senators returned to
Washingron on Monday, would
provide more benefits to
states including Alaska, home
to Republican Sen. Lisa

Please see HEALTH page A6

A WASHINGTON
NOVICE TAKES ON
THE TAX CODE

Treasury chief Mnuchin aims for an overhaul
that no one else has managed since 1986

By RiciarD RuBiN
AND KATE DAVIDSON

Steven Mnuchin is facing
the biggest test of his short
political career.

The Treasury secretary
has been working for months
to bridge divides between an
impulsive president and a
fractious Congress to deliver
on the Republican Party’s
promise of a simpler tax
code with lower rates.

He has a powerful tail-
wind. Both Donald Trump
and Republican lawmakers
have promised a tax over-
haul, which now remains one
of their biggest domestic
policy priorities since their
efforts to repeal or overhaul
the Affordable Care Act have
so far fallen flat.

Stacked against Mr.
Mnuchin, as negotiations
near the make-or-break
stage, are unresolved intra-
party disagreements over
how much lost tax revenue is

acceptable and how tax cuts
should be apportioned
among companies, high-in-
come earners and the middle
class. Lohbyists stand ready
to resist almost any pro-
posed changes.

Mr. Mnuchin is tackling
this terrain with less politi-
cal experience than any
other recent Treasury secre-
tary. He didn’t follaw the tra-
jectory of Henry Paulson or
Robert Rubin, who acquired
Washington contacts while
leading Goldman Sachs
Group Inc. And wiile Mr.
Mnuchin has a close relation-
ship with the president, it
doesi't appear to be like that
of James Baker with Ronald
Reagan, which allowed Mr.
Baker to manage the Jast ma-
jor revamp of the tax code.

By contrast, Mr. Mnuchin
this month found himself
overruled by the presiclent
on a policy issue, the debt
ceiling.

Pleme see TAXES page A8

With Popularity Rebounding, Abe Calls Election

ON THE RISE: Japanese leader Shinzo Abe‘s decisian to call an

election Is a bet that voters will back his North Korea policy. A4

Support for Prime Minister
Shinza Abe's cabinet

60%
50 Support
10
30 Oppose
L
JFMAMI JAS
Sl Mk e s, et o0
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Tesla May Get Easier Road to China

By Treror Moss
Anp Eva Dot

SIIANGIIAI—China is co
sidering relaxing rules requir-
ing foreign auto makers Lo
have a local partnet, according
ta people with knowledge of
the situation, & move that
could pave the way for Tesla
Inc. to manufacture vehicles in
the country,

Tesla has long dreamed of
planting its flag in China, the
world's biggest market for
electric vehicles, but finds it-
sell the only notable auto

maker without public plans to
manufacture electric vehicles
there. Finding a local partner
has been a sticking point.

While there has long been
Lalk of easing these rules, U.S.
President Donald Trump’s de-
cision last month to launch
an investigation into Chinese
trade practices likely acceler-
ated discussions, these peo-
ple said,

Under a draft proposal
shared with auto-industry ex-
ecutives, China is preparing
Lo allow foreign companies Lo
manufacture electric vehicles

in free-trade zones without a
Chinese partner, though the
cars would he still subject to
import tariffs if sold in the
country, the people said. The
plans were reported earlier
by Bloontberg.

China's commerce ministry
spukesmen Gao Feng declined
to confirm those plans when
asked by state-owned broad-
caster CCTV at a press brief-
ing Thursday. But he said the
govermment, in the future,
would roll back pelicies limit-
ing foreign investment in EVs,

Please see TESLA page A2
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AFTER A
DISASTER, NEW
CONFIDENCE

LIFE & ARTS, A12

IT’S TIME
TO REINVENT
THE IPO

STREETWISE, Bl

Science Affliction: Is There a ‘Blade Runner’ Curse?

By DoN STEINBERG

When the sci-fi classic
“Blade Runner” was released
in 1982, it conjured a Los An-
geles of 2019 whose steamy
streets teem with flying cars
and neon advertising.

Then came the curse: Many
of the robust brands shown
thriving in the cinematic fu-
ture ran into financial troubles
in the real world.

Next month, “Blade Run-
ner* is back in a new film
starring Ryan Gosling and
Harrison Ford called “Blade
Runner 2049." So will the

« % =

e:;

-~

n Ford
in “Blade Runner”

Harrison

“Blade Runner” curse return
with the sequel?

The original  corporate
curse was widespread. Atari,

Ritaglio stampa ad uso esclusivo del destinatario

1i tilm is back, but original was disastrous for corporate cameos

whose logo shines on the
street behind Mr. Ford in the
origindl film, held an 80%
share of the home videogame
market in 1982. Within a year
of its cameo, the company was
dumping truckloads of unsold
games into a New Mexico
landfill. victim of & massive in-
dustry slump.

Headphone maker Koss
Corp., featured on an eleetron-
ics store in the original “Blade
Runner,” filed for chapter 11

Please see CURSE page AS

# Inside the remaking of ‘Blade
Runner’-... A9
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North

Korea

accuses US of
declaring war

Pyongyang threatens to shoot down
planes after Trump’s warning tweet

atthis point.” Katina

Julian Borger and Sabrina Si
Washington

North Korea has accused Donald Trump
of declaring war and threatened to
shoot down US bombers in international
airspace in a significant escalation of
tensions between the two countries.

The North Korean foreign minister, Ri
Yong-ho, said: “The whole world should
clearly remember it was the US who first
declared war on our country.” He referred
in particular to a tweet by Trump on
Sunday that warned that the regime’s
leaders “won’t be around much longer”.

In his first address to the UN last
Tuesday, Trump had also warned that
if the US and its allies were attacked, he
would “totally destroy” North Korea.

Ri said the UN and the international
community had hoped that the war of
words between the two countries would
not turn into “real action”.

“However, last weekend Trump
claimed our leadership won’t be around
much longer, and henceat last he declared
war on our country,” Ri said, speaking to
journaliststhrough an interpreter outside
the UN general assembly in New York.
“Given the fact this came from someone
who holds the seat of the US presidency,
thisis clearly a declaration of war

He added: “Since the United States
declared war on our country, we will have
every right to make counter-measures,
including the right to shoot down United
States strategic bombers even when they
are not yet inside the airspace border of
our country.

“The question of who won’t be around
much longer will be answered then.”

The US denied it had declared war but
said it had military options if North Korea
did take further “provocative” actions.

“Frankly, the suggestion of that is
absurd,” said the White House press
secretary, Sarah Huckabee Sanders.

“Our goal is still the same: we continue
to seek the peaceful denuclearisation of
the Korean peninsula,” she said. “That’s
our focus - doing that through both lhe

Adams, a spol\eswomau for the state
department, said: “The United States has
not ‘declared war’ on North Korea. We con-
tinue to seek a peaceful denuclearisation
ofthe Korean peninsula. No nation hasthe
right to fire on other nations’ aircraft or
shipsininternational airspace or waters.”

Meanwhile, the Pentagon said it had
therightto fly sortiesoffthe North Korean
coast and would continue to do so. Col
Robert Manning, a defence department
spokesman, said the US had weighed
military optionsin confronting the threat .

“If North Korea does not stop their
provocative actions ... we will make sure
that we provide options to the president
to deal with North Korea,” Manning said.

Ri’s threat came after a week in which
tensions mounted, with an exchange of
insults between Trump and Kim Jong-un,
the North Korean dictator, and culmin-
atingin Trump’s Sunday tweet and asortie
by US B-1B heavy bombers escorted by
fighter planes off the North Korean coast
- the first time US warplanes have flown
north of the demilitarised zone that has
separated North and South Korea since
the 1950-53 war.

TheUSand North Korea haveremained
atwarever since, formally speaking. There
was no peace treaty - and a UN armistice
has remained in force since 1953.

North Korea claims its national airspace
as more than 50 miles off its coast, while
the US recognises only the international
norm of 12 nautical miles (14 miles). It is
not clear how close Saturday’ssortie came
tothe North Korean coast.

Neitherisit clear whether Pyongyang’s
anti-aircraft missiles could shoot down a
US bomber. Its KN-06 missiles have an
estimated range close to 100 miles but it
is not known whether it has the means to
target and hit an offshore target.

“Itiseasier to prevent penetration than
strike an aircraft that is offshore. The US
military will be calibrating how and where
it flies,” said Adam Mount, a senior fellow
at the Centre for American Progress. “It

most onomicand di
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Suspended sentence for Oxford student

¥
Lavinia Woodward, who stabbed her boyfriend, outside court yesterday.
A judge had hinted she wouldn’t be jailed as it could damage her career
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Barnier and
Davis clash
amid Brexit
deadlock

Daniel Boffey and Rowena Mason

The Brexitsecretary, David Davis, and the
EU’s chiefnegotiator, Michel Barnier, have
clashed over the UK’s exit bill and Brit-
ain’s request for a transition period after
Theresa May’s Florence speech failed to
unlock the stalemate in negotiations.

On the first day of the fourth round of
talks, Barnier said the prime minister’s
€20bn (£17.6bn) offer did notmean the UK
would be given a transition period or that
negotiations could move on to the detail
of a future trading relationship.

“It remains more necessary than ever
to create the trust that we need to set up
and build upon our future relationship.”
he said, adding that it was up to Britain
to provide “clarity” with time running out
before it leaves.

During a joint appearance in Brussels,
Davis insisted there “could be no excuses
for standing in the way™ of progress this
week and that it was “obvious™ that dis-
cussions on the financial settlement
needed to be undertaken in the context
of talks over the future relationship.

Barnier’s opening remarks are likely
to disappoint No 10 and infuriate senior
Brexit supportersin the government, who
believe that May’s Florence speech wasa
generous offer to the EU.

Boris Johnson, the foreign secretary,
yesterday used a visit to the Czech Repub-
licto claim the “ball is in the [EU’s] court”
after May promised tocarry on payinginto
the EU until at least 2020 and offered to
enshrine the rights of EU citizens living
in the UK in the Brexit withdrawal treaty.

“Weare offeringa great deal on citizens,
a great deal on money, and an uncondi-
tional commitment to the defence of
Europe. Let’s hope we canmove this thing
forward and get these negotiations going,”
the foreign secretary said in Prague.

Johnson then headed to Romania and
Slovakia as part of a “mission to explain
the Florence speech and what it means for
our determination to get on with negotia-
tions over Brexit”, while May placed an
opinion article in a Czech newspaper,
parl of an effort to bypass the European

ionand take the UK
stralghl tomember states.

However, EUmember states have made
clear thatauthority over the talks lies with
Barnier, whoinsists that Brussels needsto
seesufficient progress on citizens’ rights,
the financial settlement and the Irish bor-
der before discussing future trade.

Continued on page 2 -

Nerve implant raises alertness of man in vegetative state

Hannah Devlin
Science correspondent

A35-year-old man who had beeninavege-
tative state for 15 years has shown signs of
consciousness after receiving a pioneer-
ing therapy involving nerve stimulation.

The treatment challenges a widely
accepted view that there is no prospect of
apatient recovering consciousnessifthey
have been in a vegetative state for longer
than 12 months.

Since sustaining severe brain inju-
ries in a car accident, the man had been
completely unaware of the world around
him. But when fitted with an implant to
stimulate the vagus nerve, which travels
into the brainstem, he appeared to flicker
back into a state of consciousness.

Hestarted totrack objects with hiseyes,
began to stay awake while being read to,
and his eyes opened wide in surprise
when the examiner suddenly moved her
face close to the patient’s. He could even
respond to some simple ts, sucha

still paralysed, he cannot talk, but he can
respond. Now he is more aware.”

Niels Birbaumer of the University of
Tiibingen, who is a pioneer of brain-
computer interfaces to help patients with

ical disordersc icate, said

turning his head when asked, although it
took about a minute,

Angela Sirigu, who led the work at the
Institut des Sciences Cognitives Marc
Jeanmerod in Lyon, France, said: “He is

‘This paper is a warning
to all those believing
that a vegetative state
is hopeless after a year’

thefindings raised pressing ethical issues.
“Many of these patients may and will have
been neglected, and passive enthanasia

two regions known to play a role in alert-
ness and consciousness.

In surgery lasting about 20 minutes,
a small implant was placed around the
vagus nerve in the man’s neck. After
one month of vagal nerve stimulation,
the patient’s attention, movements and
brain activity had significantly improved
and he had shifted into a state of minimal
consc

may happen often in a veg state,”
he said. “This paper is a warning to all
those believing that this state is hopeless
afterayear”

The vagus nerve, which the treatment
targeted, connects the brain to almost all
the vital organs in the body. It runs from
the brainstem down both sides of the
neck, across the chest and into the abdo-
men. In the brain, it is linked directly to

Recordings of brain activity also
revealed major changes, with signs of
increased electrical communication
between brain regions and significantly
more activity in areas linked to move-
ment, sensation and awareness.

Similar stimulation has already been

Continued on page 4 —
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In Puerto Rico, a Blunt Plea for Help
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Merkel’s

challenge

& German elections: Comment special — pPAGES 8 & 9
» What now for euro reform? — i READ, PAGE 7
o News and analysis — pacEs 23

EUROPE

Bank Brexit begins

While politicians wrangle, jobs are

leaving the UK — patrick JenkiNs, PAGE

Abe faces new
rival in Japan’s
snap election

shinzo Abe, Japan’s prime minister,
announces his calling of a snap election
in Tokyo yesterday. e set the vote for
Octaber 22, promising Lo run on a plt-
form of strong leadershipagainst North
Koreaand increased eduction spending.
Mr Abe goesinto the campaign witha
huge lead in opinion polls but will face a
fresh force in Japanese politics after the
‘Tukyo governor, Yuriko Koike, said she
wonld lend a new party to run ngainst
the ruling Liberal Democratic party,
The vote will determine whether
Japan continues with its drive to eseape
years of deflation through massive eco-
nomic stimulus and whether Mr Abe
can push through constitutional change.
Report page 4
Short View page 11

Merkel admits strategy ‘polarised’
Germany as grip on power loosens

o Recriminations fly over liability for AfD poll surge ® Euro falls on sense of greater risk

STEFAN WAGSTYL — BERLIN

Chancellor Angela Merkel aduitted
yesterday she had “polarised” Germany
with her controversial relugee policy,
after an election breakthrough by the
populist rightwing Allernative lor Ger-

many upended national politics and
weakened her grip on power.

As recriminations flew over responsi-
bility for the AD's triumph and her own
party’s loss of support in Sunday’s elec-
tion, Ms Merkel insisted she would stay
inollice lor a lourth term and Look the
first. sieps in EER:ould be complex

national vote since 1949, leaving the AfD
and the other three smaller parties with
an unprecedented share of parliamen-
tary seats.

‘lhe ushed the euro down as
much as 0.4 per cent against the dollar
Lo $1.190 yeslerday, as currency mat-
kets absorbed a sense of greater Furo-
pean political risk.

he next government will start with
the economy in good shape but facing
ious chall

approach the Social Democrats aver o
new government, as well as discussing a
rare three-way coalition with two
smaller parties. the Free Democrats and
the Greens.

Preliminary results suggested the
CDU bloc. Greens and FDP would com-
fortably have a majority of seals in par-
lizment, But 4 deal to form a conlition
could take months, given stark policy
differences between te parties.

e chaneell

from
tion, the scandal over carmakers” diesel
emissions and the possible relorm of the
ceurazone. President Emmanue! | Macron

Eanew coalition.

‘Ms Merkel's Christian Democrat-led
bloc and the centre-left Social Demo-
crats, s current coalition parter, both
slumped to their lowest shate of the

Novarfls chief aims to stir

of Franceis due
alsforthe currency arca today.

The SPD said it wanted to be inoppo-
sition to rebuild after a chastening
defeat. Ms Merkel said she would still

Ride-hailing group Lyft eyes Britain
as Uber reels from cancelled licence

LESLIE HOOK — SAN FRANCISCO
MADHUMITA MURGIA — LONDON

Us-based ca-hailing company Lyfthas

er
own CDU and its more rightwing sister
party in Bavaria, (he Christian Social
Union, witly critics nceusing her of fuel-
Ting the AfD's rise by nioving toa far
away from the bloc’s conservative ori-
gins, notably with her liberal refugee
policy.

Ms Merkel told a press conference

ping vin the app. Lyft's market share has
risen from 16 per cent at the beginning
of the year to 25 per cent in August.

put the UK on th of interna-

tional markets in which it might

expand as its campetitor Uber fights to
tumaban

ity r

Interview » PAGE 13

‘the company has been working on a
plan to expand internationally and eye-
ing cities including London, Toranto
and Mexico City, according to a person
familiar with the internal discussions.
Lyft has also held several high-level
talks with London's transport regulator
this year, accordingto publicr

Tyfthas heen rapidly taking market
share from Uher m the US. in part by
capitalisiug on a backlash against a
serics of surrounding its
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rival, by promoting more driver-
friendly image strategies, such as tip-

Expansion i the UK by Ly [t would
raise tie stakes for Uber in its largest
European market as it recls from adeci-
sion last weel by UK vegulators not to
renewits licencein London.

Uber's new chiel executive has prom-
ised to change the way the service pper-
ates, i an apen apology to Londoners
that marked a softer tone from a group
known for its aggressive approach Lo
regulation.

“On behalf of everyone al Uber glo-
Dally, 1 lpn\ugw-’mﬂmmnmkc\nc ve
made, said in an

Horsl Secholer

yasterday she was responsible for desp
political*; [EEERE o0 that was “linked
Lo measaperson, quite clearly”.

But she dechned to admit to mistakes
in decisions that led to more than 1m
migrants coming to Germany in
2015-16. She puil & brave lace on her

of the CSU

says itewasa
“mistake to leave
open the right
flank” to attack

another governmeat”.

Reports & analysis pages 2&3
Analysis & comment pages 7- 9

electoril sethack, saying thatit was “nol,
set it stone that after 12 years [in office]
we would get the opportunity to form

HarstSeehoter, the CSU leader, safd it
had been a “mistake to leave open the
right flank” to altack by the AID, while

his party briefly cansiderad scrapping

its joint parliamentary group with the
CDU before deciding to stay inside the
aldest alliance in German politics.

Bri g

» Unilever in €2.3bn Korea skincare deal
Unilever has waded into the South Korean skineare.
sectarwithihe €2.27bn pirehase of s majority stake
in Carver Korea, which makes face masks, body
lotions and whitening creams.— PAGE 11; LEX, PAGE 10

» Ol price surges to two-year high

Brent crude rose abave $38 a barrel to the highest
level since 2015, lifted by last-growing demand and &
Uhreat toTraq] Kurdistan'sexports as the region holds
apoll on inidepenidence.— PAGE 18; KURDS VOTE, PAGE &

» Former HSBC banler’s fraud trial starts
Lawyersinthe closely watched

Uscaseol Mark ohnson, the |

British banker an trial overa

§3.5bn deal, said e Hhrew his <
clientunderabus to make more
and moremaney’— PAGETH

“

» N Korea says Trump has declared war
North Karea's forelgn minister accused Donald
Trump ol decluring war o his country and warned
that Pyogyang might shool down US warplanes
flyingabove the Karean peninsula.— pace +

» Uneven gains of US recovery laid bare
Mot than 50m Americans, one insix people, live In
arcas mired in a “decp ongoing recession”, with
fallingemployment, says areport that highlights the
fractured nature of the US recovery— PAGE 4

» ABB pays $2.6bn for struggling GE unit
ABB has bought GE

| itfor$2.6bn, thu i h:
buyback. The deal is part of a rejig of GE's portfolio
mmonnced by its ex-chilef—pAse 12: Lex. PAGE 10

» Khan seeks to capitalise on Sharif’s fall

After aving it

andwith just
next general election, ex-cricket star Imran K_hnn
has hisbest chinceof finally becoming PM.— pAce 4

Unemployment in the EU
“%of active populatian
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The Czeeh
Republic has ihe
Towest jobless
rate In Europe,
129 per cent,
compared with

37 [n Germany
and 77 across the
EU largely thanks
to cheap labour.
The hourly wage
15 €100, less
than half the EU
average of €2540.
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Lyft's senior management, specifi-
cally chief strategy officer Raj Kapoor
and global policy chief Mike Masser-
man, have had five conversations with
Tondon's regulator since January 2015,
including three ii-persor meetings and
twotalephone conversatians.

The meetings included discussions of
Lyft's business model and the develop-
‘ment of mayor Sadiq Ihan's Transport
Strategy, published in June this year.

Ata meeting in March in New Yotk, -
Michel Hurwitz, the London regulator’s
director of transport innovation, met
Lyft's Mr Kapoor and Mr Masserman,
for an update on “their ongofng business
strategy”, according to Freedam of

fon record:

apenletter. \\rmllnppnl'lnsdmlslun
on behalf of millions of Londoners, but
we do so with the knowledge that we
mustalso change.”

A spokesman for Lyft declined to
comment on whether the company was

plan ii 0 laun: Londun.
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37CULTURA 25 anos sin Cés

el artista que ‘disend’ la isla de Lanzarote

ar Manrique,

VIAJES Sudafricay sus parques se reivindican
como destino para conocer el Africa mas salvaje
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* Engullimos de un sorbo la mentira que nos adula y hebemos gota a gota la verdad que nos amarga (Denis Diderot) »

Trapero desafia a la Fiscalia
y planta al mando de Interior

Manda a su ‘ntimero 3' a la reunion con la Guardia Civil y la Policia » El fiscal envia a los Mossos
a los colegios para impedir que los directores faciliten que se conviertan en centros de votacion

JAVIER OMS / FERNANDO LAZARO
BARCELONA / MADRID

El mayor de los Mossos d'Esquadra,
Josep Lluis Trapero, mantuvo ayer
su desafio y plantd al coronel de la
Guardia Civil Diego Lopez de los
Cobos en su primera reunién como
mando policial (nico contra el 1-0.

Mas tiene 15
dias para pagar
la fianza de 5,2
millones por la
consulta del 9-N

MANUEL MARRACO MADRID
Artur Mas tiene desde ayer una
cuenta atras ain mas acuciante
que la del 1-0. Si dentro de 15
dias el Tribunal de Cuentas no
ha recibido 5,2 millones de euros,
pondra en marcha embargos
contra el ex president, tres ex
consejeros y otros cinco cargos
de la Generalitat como responsa-
bles de gastar fondos pblicos en
la consulta ilegal del 9-N.

El tribunal encargado de im-
partir justicia contable les comu-
nico ayer las cantidades que de-
ben presentar como fianza en
ese plazo y que en caso de con-
dena serviran para restituir al
erario publico el dinero que gas-
taron en la votacion celebrada
en 2014 SIGUE EN PAGINA 10

En su nombre, Trapero envié al co-
misario Ferran Lopez, su nimero
tres, quien durante la cumbre mos-
tro el rechazo del cuerpo a ser tute-
lado. También informé no obstante
de que, mientras esperan que la Fis-
calia cambie de parecer, acatardn
las ordenes del Ministerio Publico.

En paralelo, el fiscal superior de
Cataluna ordend a los Mossos que
interroguen a directores y responsa-
bles de centros escogidos como pun-
tos de votacion para evitar que cola-
boren con la celebracion del referén-
dum, a riesgo de cometer un delito.

PAGINA B/ EDITORIAL EN PAGINA 3

La Historia
los juzga ya
JOHN H. ELLIOTT

PAGINA 15

Alemania se

quedara

con un Gobierno en
funciones hasta Navidad

La CSU, socio histdrico de Angela Merkel, amenaza

con retirarle su apoyo sino

CARMEN VALERO BERLIN
Tras una campana tediosa y resulta-
dos decepcionantes para los dos
grandes partidos alemanes, comien-
za el espectaculo y se prevé que du-
re hasta Navidad. Las conversacio-
nes para formar Gobierno no co-

daungiroaladerecha

menzardn antes de las elecciones
del 15 de octubre en el muy impor-
tante estado federado de Baja Sajo-
nia, y los posibles companeros de
viaje de Angela Merkel quieren ir a
la proxima legislatura con la cantim-
plora llena. SHGUE EN PAGINA 18

JP Morgan
desaconseja
invertir en
Espana por
la crisis de
Cataluna

DANIEL VIANA maoRiD
Los analistas de JP Morgan en-
vian una clara advertencia a
sus clientes: deben vender deu-
da espanola y completar su
cartera con bonos de Portugal
y Alemania. Y deben hacerlo lo
antes posible, porque el 6rdago
independentista de Cataluna se
va a notar en el corto plazo y
va a provocar pérdidas, «El
equipo de JP Morgan reco-
mienda recortar posiciones en
la deuda a 10 anos de Espana y
apostar por las referencias de
Portugal y Alemanian, se expli-
ca en el informe con el mem-
brete del mayor banco de Esta-
dos Unidos.  SIGUE EN PAGINA 22

cOMO HEMOS
LLEGADO A ESTO (V)

Nifos de la
inmersion,
fabrica de
patriotas

OLGA R. SANMARTIN BARCELONA
Durante tres décadas, el nacio-
nalismo catalan ha ido constru-
yendo su modelo de escuela
mientras el Estado se encogia
de hombros. En las aulas publi-
cas no se garantizan la neutra-
lidad ideologica ni el castellano
como lengua vehicular de la
ensefanza. PAGINAS (4 Y 15

UNIVERSIDAD ALFONSO X EL SABIO

CONECTA CON LA NUEVA ERA
DE LA FORMACION ONLINE

e GRADOS OFICIALES: Administracion
y Direccién de Empresas, Musicologia, Informatica y Derecho.
e CICLOS FORMATIVOS DE GRADO SUPERIOR en las areas
de Sanidad, Educacion Infantil, Administracion, Deporte,
Direccién de Cocina e Informatica.
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Elviaje al infierno
de Rocio y sus
cuatro hijos

Los menores deambularon en
la miseria antes de vivir cinco
dias con sus padres muertos
POR CHEMA RODRIGUEZ | pAGINA 42
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Fl jefe de los Mossos evita la
reunion con el mando unico

Tres cuartas partes de los
antidisturbios de la Policia

qué condicion

El separatismo discute en

es hacer la

La Generalitat paga los
gastos de los observadores

seencuentranyaen Catalufia declaracion de independencia internacionales convocados

R. CARRANCO / P. RIOS
R. DE MIGUEL, Barcelona / Madrid
Josep Lluis Trapero, jefe de los
Mossos d’Esquadra, no acudié
ayer a la reunion convocada por
el coronel de la Guardia Civil
Diego Pérez de los Cobos, que
actia bajo instrucciones de la

Fiscalia Superior de Cataluna pa-
ra frenar el referéndum ilegal
del proximo domingo. Trapero
delegé en su nitmero dos, el comi-

El expolio que nunca existio

sario Ferran Lopez. Tanto la Po-
licia Nacional como la Guardia
Civil si enviaron a sus responsa-
bles organicos. Mientras, los li-

PAGINAS 24 ¥ 25

deres secesionistas debaten co-
mo proclamar la independencia
después del 1 de octubre. En con-
tra de lo estipulado por la UE, la
Generalitat correra con los gas-
tos de 14 observadores interna-
cionales contratados para super-
visar la jornada.  PAcinas18 A28

Policias nacionales y mossos d’esquadra dialogan en una comisaria durante la declaracién de un joven citado por colaborar con el referéndum. / #AC0 PUENTES

El Rosellon, considerado por el soberanismo
la Cataluia norte, se distancia del ‘procés’

En Perpiinan esta claro:
iVive la France!

MARC BASSETS, Perpifian
Nick Gimenez tiene un aire de vie-
jo patriarca de Macondo. Desde la
plaza del Puig. en la colina del cén-
trico barrio de Sant Jaume, con-
trola los resortes de la comuni-
dad. Estd acostumbrado a mediar
entre arabes y gitanos, entre gita-
nos y payos y entre los propios
gitanos. “Comprendo a los catala-
nes. Lo pagan todo ellos”, dice en
el catalan genuino de los gitanos

de Perpifian. “Este Rajoy es difi-
cil, ;eh? La independencia, Espa-
fia no la concedera”. Gimenez ex-
plica que se levanta cada dia a las
seis v se conecta a TV3. “Me in-
quieta que acabe mal”, dice. Dali
bautizé la estacién de tren de Per-
pinan como el centro del mundo.
pero estos dias el centro del mun-
do —del mundo perpifianés. sin
duda— se sitia 200 Kilémetros,
en Barcelona PASA A LA

Si vas en serio
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La victoria
escasa de
Merkel
complica el
futuro de la UE

La canciller tendra que
negociar una dificil
coalicion de Gobierno

L. DONCEL / C. PEREZ

Berlin / Bruselas

La frégil victoria de Angela Mer-
kel en las elecciones del domingo
sitiia a la canciller alemana en la
complicadisima tarea de unir en
un mismo Gobierno a cuatro par-
tidos con programas en las antipo-
das. A Merkel le reprochan en ca-
sa el peor resultado de su partido
desde 1949, del que se ha benefi-
ciado en parte el nacionalismo po-
pulista. Bruselas asume que este
revés complicard la agenda refor-
mista europea. PAGINAS 3 A7

EDITORIAL EN LA PAGINA 14

Los kurdos
desafian a Irak
y votan en su
referéndum

ANGELES ESPINOSA. Erbil (Irak)
Ilusionados y desafiantes. los kur-
dos de Irak acudieron ayer a vo-
tar en un referéndum de inde-
pendencia que ha desatado las
alarmas del Gobierno central y
de sus vecinos. Los canticos de
las mezquitas y las campanas de
las iglesias anticiparon un am-
plio “bale” (si en kurdo). PAcina 12

ADEMAS

Corea del Norte se
considera en guerra
con Estados Unidos

El ministro norcoreano de Exte-
riores, Ri Yong-ho, afirmé ayer en
Nueva Yok que EE UU ha declara-
do laguerra a su paisy que Pyong-
vang se reserva el derecho a derri-
bar aviones estadounidenses. P9

La cruzada de Terminator a
favor del medio ambiente p3a

Jennifer Teege: “Mi abuclo
me habria pegado un tiro” p37

El crecimiento de la banca en
la sombra alerta a la UE pas

Cantantes y deportistas,
de rodillas contra Trump es2
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EL DESAFIO SECESIONISTA

El1 80% de las ventas catalanas
vaalresto de > Espaiiay a laUE

El ministro de Economia,
Luis de Guindos, sefial6 ayer
que la independencia de Ca-
talufia seria un “suicidio”, de-
bido a que no sélo la excluiria
de Espaiia, sino de todo el
mercado de la Unién Euro-
pea. El 80% de las exporta-
ciones catalanas se dirigen a
esta zona, de donde Catalufia
obtiene 82.000 millones al
aio en ventas. Es mas, dieci-
siete de los veinte principales
clientes comerciales de esta
comunidad se sittian dentro “
delaUE. P24 a 29/EDITORIAL

1 Guindos: El 1-O ha frenado la llegada
de un fabricante de coches a Catalufia

W

CATALUNA

B DONDE VENDE CATALUNA
En porcentaje
Espaiia
40%

Resto de la UE
40%

Resto del mundo

20%

L
El ministro de Economia, Luis de Guindos, ayer.

1 Seguin fuentes empresariales, se tratariade 1 Asi funciona el control de los bancos
Tesla, especializado en vehiculos eléctricos sobre los pagos de la Generalitat

La crisis de Ryanair aviva la guerra del bajo coste

Los grandes rivales de Rya-  aprovechar la crisis del gigan-
nair, con easyJet y Norwe-  te irlandés del low cost, El li-
gian a la cabeza, aceleran sus  der del mercado europeo ve
planes de crecimiento y mul-  peligrar su posicion por el au-

tiplican sus alianzas para  mentode costes. P3/LA LLAVE

Analisis: Tiempos turbulentos
para las compaiiias aéreas ‘low cost’ -

Anticorrupcion denuncia a Duro Felguera por blanqueo de capitales

Ron, Saracho y PwC
preparan sus defensas
por el ‘caso Popular’

Los dos tiltimos presidentes de

media group : ANALISIS
Popular y la firma auditora .
aceleran la bﬁsqued:\ dl;: a;m- Por Salvador Arancibia
gados penalistasante laposibi- | I El papel del juez . 0
i lidad d e la Audienci - inici g

hB"OdeIBCOm (_'lic |1ni‘iql:‘lt' id:ulr::z.ttl:n?::n ggﬁll:slg gopmar' P56 g g
desleal y engaiio en la amplia- S i =
cién de capital de 2016. P15 Angel Ron. Emilio Saracho.
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Werftenverbund

Europas neuer Riistungsgigant

Frankreich und Italien wollen ihre militarischen und zivilen Werften zusammenschlieBen.
Eine erste Vereinbarung soll am Mittwoch unterzeichnet werden. Die Schlagkraft der neuen
Allianz ware groB3 - und wlrde die Konkurrenz aus Deutschland enorm unter Druck setzen.

Thomas Hanke, Regina Krieger Paris, Rom

uropas Riistungsindustrie der Meere
konsolidiert sich, aber vorerst ohne
Deutschland. Frankreich und Italien
wollen ihre zivilen und militidrischen
Werften zusammenschliefen. Wie
franzosische Regierungskreise dem Handelsblatt
bestitigten, soll beim bilateralen Gipfel am Mitt-
woch in Lyon eine entsprechende Vereinbarung
unterzeichnet werden. ,Der italienische Regie-
rungschef Gentiloni und Prisident Macron werden
sie selber vorstellen®, hief? es am Montag in Paris.
Der Verbund werde auf italienischer Seite Fincan-
tieri, auf franzosischer die zivile STX in Saint-Na-
zaire sowie die Marinewerft Naval Group (Ex-
DCNS) umfassen. Zunidchst wird Fincantieri 51 Pro-
zent von STX tibernehmen. Die Details beziiglich
der Marinewerften sind noch in Arbeit.

Deutschland hat das Nachsehen, wenn ein sol-
cher Werftenverbund entsteht. Mehrfach wurde
versucht, DCNS und die deutsche Thyssen-Krupp
Marine Systems (TKMS) zu vereinen. Sie waren im-
mer wieder gescheitert. Als Grund wurde ange-
fiihrt, dass ein privates Unternehmen wie TKMS
schlecht mit einem staatlich gefiihrten wie Naval
Group fusionieren kénne. Doch hat das Zusam-
mengehen des privaten deutschen Panzerbauers
Krauss-Maffei Wegmann (KMW) mit dem staatli-
chen franzosischen Nexter gezeigt, dass dies kein
uniiberwindbares Hindernis ist. Das grofite Pro-
blem im Riistungssektor sind unterschiedliche na-
tionale Riistungsexportregeln. Und da ist es eher
ein Vorteil, wenn der Staat gleich mit an Bord ist.

Falls die franzosisch-italienische Einigung wie
von der Politik angekiindigt zustande kommt, wird
der Werftenverbund zum fithrenden europdischen
zivilen und militdrischen Anbieter. Die Schlagkraft
der Allianz wére beachtlich, zumal Italiener und
Franzosen ,sich geografisch ergdnzen®, wie ein
franzosischer Industrievertreter sagt. Beide Anbie-
ter hdtten nicht dieselben Abnehmerlidnder. Ge-
meinsam konnen die Werften Skalenertrige reali-
sieren und auf dem ebenso lukrativen wie hart um-
kdampften Markt fiir Kreuzfahrt- und Marineschiffe
noch wettbewerbsfahiger werden.

Das wiirde nicht nur den Werften zugutekom-
men, sondern auch der iibrigen Industrie: Der
grofite Teil der Wertschopfung bei Marineschiffen
fallt nicht an der Kiiste an, sondern im Hinterland.
Dort wird der grofite Teil der Ausriistung wie Elek-
tronik und Bewaffnung hergestellt.

Deutschland will die Details abwarten

In der deutschen Industrie sieht man die franzo-
sisch-italienische Annidherung offiziell gelassen. Es
bleibe abzuwarten, wie die Einigung genau aussehe
und zu welchen Bedingungen sie erfolge, heifit es.
Genau das ist aber der Punkt: Nachdem die deut-
sche Industrie die Konsolidierung bei den Landsys-
temen erfolgreich vorangetrieben hat, wird sie nun
zum Zuschauer.

Das ist auch deshalb negativ, weil die Politik auf
mehr gemeinsame Verteidigung dringt. Nachteile
konnte es fiir die Meyer-Werft in Oldenburg geben,
die Kreuzfahrtschiffe herstellt.

Frankreich und Italien legen mit dem angekiin-
digten Pakt zugleich ihren Konflikt um die Uber-
nahme der Grofwerft STX durch Fincantieri bei.
Die Italiener hatten bereits unter Prédsident Fran-
cois Hollande die Mehrheit an der Werft von den
Koreanern erworben. Hollandes Nachfolger Em-
manuel Macron aber nationalisierte STX, weil er
riistungspolitische Bedenken hatte. Nur STX ver-
fiigt iiber Anlagen wie ein riesiges Trockendock, in
dem sehr lange Schiffe wie Flugzeugtrager oder die
franzosischen Mistral-Kommando- und Landungs-
schiffe auf Kiel gelegt werden kénnen. Frankreich
wollte bei der Ausriistung seiner Marine nicht in ei-
ne einseitige Abhingigkeit von Italien geraten. Rom
protestierte gegen die Nationalisierung.

Nun werden die beiden Linder aus der Not eine
Tugend machen. Der gréflere Zusammenschluss
soll auch die Marineaktivititen biindeln und wiirde
verhindern, dass Frankreich in die Rolle des Hilflo-
sen gerit. Zusammen bilden die Werften einen Ko-
loss: Fincantieri ist mit einem Umsatz von 4,5 Mil-
liarden Euro einer der fithrenden Anbieter von gro-
3en Kreuzfahrtschiffen. Und bei STX entstehen in
Saint-Nazaire die grofiten Luxusschiffe der Welt.

Die militdrische Sparte von Fincantieri macht
nur rund eine Milliarde Euro aus. Das Unterneh-
men ist zu drei Vierteln im Staatsbesitz. Fincantieri
ist der grofite italienische und europdische Schiffs-
baukonzern. Erst vor kurzem hat es Frankreich
ausgestochen und von Katar den Zuschlag fiir den
Bau von vier Korvetten und zwei Patrouillenbooten
im Wert von vier Milliarden Euro erhalten.

Naval Group ist mit einem Umsatz von 3,2 Milli-
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arden Euro (2016) insgesamt kleiner, aber nahezu
vollig auf den Riistungsbereich konzentriert. Das
Geschift mit erneuerbaren Energien (Unterwasser-
Stromungsturbinen) ist erst im Aufbau. 2016 lande-
te Naval Group einen grofien Coup und gewann
den , Auftrag des Jahrhunderts“, den Bau von zwolf
U-Booten fiir die australische Marine im Wert von
34 Milliarden Euro. Darum hatte sich auch TKMS
beworben, zog aber den Kiirzeren: Die Australier
storte, dass TKMS vor allem kleinere Jagd-U-Boote
baut, wihrend Naval Group auch Erfahrung mit
grofden und atomgetriebenen U-Booten hat.

Die Politik verhandelt mit

STX kommt auf einen Umsatz von rund zwei Milli-
arden Euro. Insgesamt bestiinde also ungefiahr ein
franzosisch-italienisches Gleichgewicht. Fincantieri
baut keine U-Boote, aber wie die Franzosen Korvet-
ten (kleine Kriegsschiffe) und Fregatten, die mit
150 Meter Linge fast die Ausmaf3e eines Zerstorers
erreichen. Diese Klasse von Marineschiffen bauen
in Deutschland TKMS und die ebenfalls private
Liirssen-Werft gemeinsam.

Dass die Einigung zustande kommt, bezweifelt
niemand in Italien. Es miissen jedoch noch Details
zwischen beiden Landern gekldart werden. Der
Knackpunkt dabei ist: Italien will den Werftenver-
bund fiihren, und die Verteidigungsministerin will
den militirischen Bereich erst spiter einbeziehen.
Fiir den Anfang wird deshalb wohl Fincantieri mit
51 Prozent bei STX die Fiihrung iibernehmen. Die
franzosische Regierung behilt Einspruchsrechte.
Nach Aussagen aus Regierungskreisen umfasst die
Einigung auch den militdrischen Zweig, doch miis-
se hier noch die genaue Form vereinbart werden.

Der franzosische Wirtschafts- und Finanzminis-
ter Bruno Le Maire hat bereits mehrfach in Rom
mit Wirtschafts- und Finanzminister Pier Carlo Pa-
doan und Industrieminister Carlo Calenda verhan-
delt. Fincantieri und Naval Group haben bereits
zwei Generationen von Fregatten gemeinsam ent-
wickelt und deshalb viel Erfahrung in der Zusam-
menarbeit. Bei den neuesten Schiffen der
~Fremm*“-Klasse nahmen die Gemeinsamkeiten
aber wieder ab: Jede Nation wihlte ihren eigenen

Antrieb und ein eigenes Radar.

Das franzosisch-italienische Abkommen kommt
zustande, meinen die Analysten von Kepler Cheuv-
reux, auch wenn das Ziel nun ,,ehrgeiziger* gewor-
den sei. Doch es gibt noch einen dritten Player: der
Luft-, Raumfahrttechnik- und Riistungskonzern
Leonardo, ehemals Finmeccanica, wie Fincantieri
ein teilstaatliches Unternehmen. Verteidigungsmi-
nisterin Roberta Pinotti hat das Thema ihren Kolle-
gen Padoan und Calenda ins Bewusstsein gerufen:
Ein Drittel des Kapitals von Naval Group gehort
Thales, fast zwei Drittel dem franzosischen Staat.
Thales ist ein Konkurrent von Leonardo und dhn-
lich wie die Italiener spezialisiert auf zivile und mi-
litarische Luftfahrttechnik, daneben aber auch auf
zivile Verkehrstechnik.

Verteidigungsministerin Pinotti fiirchtet, dass
Thales kiinftige Zulieferungs- und Ausriistungsauf-
trige dem italienischen Konkurrenten Leonardo
wegschnappen wird, weil es zu den Eignern des
Verbundes gehoren wird. Sie will deshalb erst das
Kapitel STX-Saint-Nazaire schlieffen und dann an
den militdrischen Teil gehen. Zum schrittweisen
Vorgehen scheint Frankreich nun bereit zu sein.

Aus der Privatwirtschaft gibt es sowohl kritische
wie auch positive Stimmen. ,,Bisher sieht das Dreh-
buch nicht anders aus als bei bereits gezeigten Fil-
men: Frankreich ist ein Monolith, der sich kom-
pakt bewegt, und Italien prasentiert wieder einmal
vielfiltige Positionen und Orientierungen, angefan-
gen bei der Regierung®, lautet der Kommentar des
italienischen Okonomen Claudio di Donato.

Antoine Bouvier dagegen, Chef des deutsch-fran-
zosisch-italienisch-britischen Raketenherstellers
MBDA, sprach sich vor einer Woche fiir das Zusam-
mengehen aus: ,,Wir kdnnen uns als Européer kei-
ne weitere Zersplitterung erlauben.” Bouvier kennt
beide Seiten des Werftenverbundes gut: Sein Un-
ternehmen bewaffnet Kriegsschiffe beider Lander.

Macron und
Gentiloni
werden
die Einigung
am Mittwoch
vorstellen.

Franzdsische
Regierungskreise
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Hubschraubertriager der Mis-
tral-Klasse in Saint-Nazaire:
Werftenverbund ohne deutsche
Unternehmen.
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NAVAL GROUP TOUT PRES DE MONTER A
BORD DU CAPITAL DE STX FRANCE

MICHEL CABIROL

Naval Group a regu l'autorisation de son conseil d'administration de prendre une
participation allant jusqu'a 15% de STX France pour un montant maximum de 20 millions
d'euros

A priori le sommet franco-italien, qui se tient a Lyon le 27 septembre, va entériner une prise de
participation majoritaire de Fincantieri dans STX France. Tout ga pour ¢a...Dans ce cadre, Naval
Group a recu des consignes de son conseil d'administration pour entrer dans le capital de STX
France aux cotés du groupe naval italien et de I'Etat francais. Le groupe naval frangais, présidé par
Herve Guillou, a regu l'autorisation de prendre une participation allant jusqu'a 15% de STX France
pour un montant maximum de 20 millions d'euros, selon nos informations.

Les accords de gouvernance ont déja été négociés avec Fincantieri. A priori ils ne devraient pas
changer. Notamment Naval Group devrait disposer d'un droit de veto au conseil d'administration de
STX France. Enfin, Fincantieri ne pourra pas se lancer dans |la construction militaire avec STX
France a I'exception des commandes passees par la France telles qu'un nouveau porte-avions et
des peéftroliers ravitailleurs ou encore de commandes export concernant des Batiments de projection
et de commandement (BPC) de type Mistral.

UN ACCORD DE GOUVERNANCE SE DESSINE
Le ministre italien du Développement économique, Carlo Calenda, a souligné lundi que Rome
restait résolu a obtenir pour Fincantieri les 51% de STX France, mais a fait état de I'existence de
"conditions pour parvenir & un accord". A |a question "les 51% de STX a /'ltalie sont-ils
intouchables?", Carlo Calenda a répondu: "ils le sont”. D'aprés le quotidien italien La Repubblica,
"la solution identifiée prevoit des pouvoirs renforcés et des garanties dans le conseil
d'administration et en matiére de stratégie pour l'actionnaire frangais”.

"Nous sommes en train de travailler. Il y a les conditions pour parvenir @ un accord. qui devra
tenir compte tant des preoccupations des Frangais sur l'exportation du savoir-faire. que des
noétres concernant la necessité d‘avoir un contréle effectif pour faire fonctionner le groupe"”, a
affirmé le ministre dans un entretien au quotidien La Stampa.

Sur le militaire, le ministre italien a estimé que "s'lf y a un accord sur les chantiers, on peut faire
partir un raisonnement qui conduira dans un délai plutbt serré & un accord paritaire enire Fincantier
et Naval Group. Nous voulons une alliarice européenne tres importante, mais faite avec toutes les
garanties. Pour cefte raison nous avons travaillé ces demiéres semaines ensemble avec les
ministres (de la Défense Roberta) Pinotti et (des Finances Pier-Carlo) Padoan pour coordonner la
position des différents acteurs italiens”.

UNE CRISE INUTILE

La crise entre Paris et Rome a éclaté avec la nationalisation “temporaire” fin juillet de STX France,
pourtant promis a Fincantieri sous |a présidence de Frangois Hollande. Mais son successeur
Emmanuel Macron a décidé de rouvrir le dossier, estimant que I'accord n'était "pas suffisamment
protecteur des interéts industriels strategiques frangais”. Révisant le pacte d'actionnaires, il a
praoposé a |'ltalie un accord 50-50, ce que Rome a refusé.

Pour faciliter un accord, Paris avait evoqué l'idée d'un grand pdle naval, civil et militaire, entre la
France et I'ltalie, ce a quoi le gouvernement italien s'est montré favorable. Mais, I'alliance se
concentrerait dans un premier temps sur la seule composante civile, principalement la construction
des navires de croisiére

T
EURONAVAL 'V AVAL =

EURONAVAL “TV v
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Busaidi visits
Italian firm

ROME

MINISTER RESPON
sible for Defence Affairs
HE Sayyid Badr Bin Saud
Al Busaidi and his del-
egation visited Leonardo-
Finmeccanica Company in
ltaly, Rome.

The company is coop-
erating with the Ministry
of Defence in relation o
Super Lynx and NH90 he-
licopters, which are being
used by the Royal Air Force
of Oman (Rafo).

Oman News Agency
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Rome, Italy - H E Sayyid Badr bin
Saud bin Harib al Busaidi, Minis-
ter Responsible for Defence Af-
fairs and his accompanying
delegation visited Leonardo-Fin-
meccanica Company office in
[taly on Tuesday.

The Italian company is coop-
erating with the Ministry of De-
fence for Super Lynx and NH9O
helicopters, which are being used
by the Royal Air Force of Oman
(RAFO).

H E Busaidi met with the com-
pany's cfficials. He was briefed

on the company’s works during
which several matters related to
the fields of common interest in
relatiocn to technical and admin-

istrative services between RAFO
and the Italian company were

discussed.

H E Busaidi is being accompa-
nied by Air Vice Marshal Mattar
bin Ali al Obaidani, RAFC com-
mander, H E Dr Ahmed bin Salim
Ba'omar, Oman’s Ambassador
to Italy and other members ac-
companying him.

ONA
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MUSCAT: Sayyid Badr bin Saud
al Busaidy, Minister Responsible
Affairs, and his
accompanying  delegation  left
here on Monday for the [alian
Republic on an official several-day
visit lo enhance the goed relations

for Defence

and existing cooperation between
the two friendly countries.

Sayyid Badr will meet with the
[talian Minister of Defence and
some officials [rom the Italian
Ministry of Defence.

Sayyid Badr and  his
accompanying  delegation were

seen off at Al Sceb Air Base by Lt
Gen Ahmed bin Harithal Nabhani,
Chief of Stalt of the Sultan’s Armed
Forces (SAF), Italian Ambassador
to the Sultanate and some senjor
SAF officers.

He s accompanied by Air
Vice Marshal Mattar bin Ali al
Obaidani,

Commander of the Royal Air
Farce of Oman (RAFCQ) and some
senior SAT officers. — ONA
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- OMAN, ITALY REVIEW TIES

ROME: Szyyid Badr bin Saud al Busaidy, Vinister Responsibie for Defence Affairs, held talks with Reberta Pinatti, Minister of Defence of the Republic of Itwly,
in Rome on Wednesday Sayyid Bad- welcomed with a guard of honour at tne ministry premises in Rome. During the meeting, they reviewed the good

resat ons batween the two friendly countries and discussed issues of commen concern, The minister was accompanied by Arr Vice Marshal Matar bin Al bin
Matar al Obaidani, Commander of the Rayal Air Force of Oman, Dr Armed bin Salim bin Mohammed Baoma, Sultanate’s Ambassador to Italy.
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SAYYID BADRVISITS ITALIAN HELICOPTER MAKER

ROME: Sayyid Badr bin Saud al Busaidy, Minister Responsible for Defence Affairs, and his accompanying delegation on Tuesday visited Leonardo, which supplies sup
helicopters {NH90 and NH90) used by the Royal Air Force of Oman, The minister met a number of company officials, who briefed the company’s work. During the
meeting, many technical topics were discussed by the Royal Air Force of Oman officials and the company. The minister was accompanied by Air Vice Marshal Matar bi
Al bin Matar al Obaidani, Commander of the Royal Air Force of Oman, Dr Ahmed bin Salim bin Mohammed Baoma, Sultanate’s Ambassador to Italy.
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RAFO Commander meets Chief of Staff of Italian Air Force

ROME: Air Vice Marshal Matar bin
Ali al Obaidani, Commander of the
Roval Air Force of Oman (RAFQO),
met with Lt Gen linzo Vecciarclii,
Chicef of Staft of the Italian Air Force.
at the Italian Air Force Command
on Wednesday.
The  RAFFO
accompanying Sayvid Badr bin Saud

Commander is

al  Busaidy, Minister  Responsible
tor Detence Aflairs, within  the
ramework of his current othcial

visit to Italy. The two sides discussed

several matters of common concern
between RAFO and the Halian Air
l'orce. — ONA
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AL BUSAIDI, ITALIAN MINISTER DISCUSS RELATIONS

Minister Responsible for Defence Affairs HE Sayyid Badr Bin Saud A Busaidi
held talks with Italian Minister of Defence Roherta Pinotti in Italy. The meet-
ing was attended by Commander of the Royal Air Force of Oman Air Vice-
Marshal Matar Bin Ali Al Dubaidani and Sultanate's Ambassador to Italy HE
Dr Ahmed Bin Salim BaOmer.
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Sultanate, Italy‘
discuss defence

A joint official session of talks was held
between the Minister Responsihle for Defence

Affairs and the Italian Defence Minister

ROME: Sayyid Badr bin Saud bin
Harib Al Busaidi, Minister Re-
sponsible for Defence Affairs, held
an official session of talks with
Ttalian Minister of Defence Roh-
erta Pinotti during his official visit
to the Italian Republic.

Upon the arrival of the Minister
Responsible for Defence Affairs
at the headquarters of the Italian
Ministry of Defence, a group of
guards gave the military salute to
the Minister and the music band
played the Royal Anthem of Oman
and Italian national anthem.

A joint official session of talks
was then held between the Min-
ister Responsible for Defence Af-
fairs and the Ttalian defence Min-
ister.

During the talks, they reviewed
the good relations between the two

friendly countries and discussed
issues of common concern, and
the existing spheres of military
cooperation between the two min-
istries of defence in the two coun-

tries, and ways of strengthening
them in the common interests of
both sides.

Attended

The talks were attended by Air
Vice Marshal Matar bin Ali Al Ou-
baidani, Commander of the Royal
Air Force of Oman, Dr. Ahmed bin
Salim BaOmer, Sultanate’s Am-
bassador to the Italian Republic,
and the delegation accompanying
the Minister.

The talks were also attended
from the Italian side by a number
of military and civil officials at the
Italian Ministry of Defence. -ona
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Pour Gentiloni,
’Allemagne

va ceuvrer a la

relance de I'UE

Le chef du gouvernement italien dit faire
confiance a la chanceliére pour constituer

urn gouvernement DI‘O'CUI’ODC’CH.

PROPOS RECUEILLIS PAR

RICHARD HEUZE (A ROME)

ITALIE Membre du Parti democrate et
chef du gouvernement italien, Paolo
Gentiloni a répondu au Figaro avant de
rencontrer, ce mercredi a Lvon, le presi
dent Macron,

LE FIGARO.- Comment lisez-vous

les résultats des élections allemandes ?
Paolo GENTILONI.- Nous ne devons pas
interpreter ces resultats comme un frein
aux perspectives de relance de I'Europe
ni un repli de I'Allemagne sur elle-me
me. Je regretle le mauvais résultat d’un
pilier de la construction européenne
comme le SPD et je suis évidemment pré
occupe par la croissance d’un parti anti-
européen et xenophobe comme I'Afl),
Tai confiance en la chanceliere Angela
Merkel pour parvenir a faire un gouver-
nement oriente vers la relance de I'Euro
pe. Beaucoup dependra des iniliatives
communes de la I'rance et de Ultalie.

Pronez-vous, comme le président
Macron, un renouveau de I'Europe ?

Il est evident que I"Union europeéenne a
bien reagi au moment du Brexit en
juin 2016. Apres ce moment difficile, face
a la crise économique el aux grands flux
migratoires, I'Europe a eu un moment
d’incertitude. Graduellement, elle s’est
reprise, et I'élection du président Emma-

nuel Macron en est la preuve. Aujour-
d’hui, cette relance doit répondre aux
demandes des citovens. Je m’attends
donc a des pas en avant sur le front éco-
nomique, face aux flux migratoires et sur
le role géopolitique de I'Union. Autre-
ment ce renouveau de la foi européenne
risque d’étre un feu de paille, On a aussi
besoin de pas en avant institutionnels,
reflétant une Union plus forte.

Le dumping social de certains pays
européens, la prolifération des
investissements chinois posent probleme.
Ftes-vous d’accord avec vos partenaires
sur les moyens de les affronter ?

Nous autres Italiens sommes en premie-
re ligne pour reconnaitre la nécessité
d’accompagner la politique d’ouverture
aux echanges commerciaux et le refus
du protectionnisme de mesures contre
la concurrence deéelovale. On parle de
« free and fair trade ». Le « free trade »
permet a I'lItalie d’avoir 'un des cing
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plus gros excédents commerciaux au
monde. Le libre-échange doil respecter
les regles. En la matiere, la France et
I'Ttalie ont des positions absolument
convergentes. Il ne s’agit pas d’opposer
un protectionnisme a d’autres. Pour dé
fendre la liberte du commerce, il faut
faire face a la dérégulation.

A Strasbourg, le président

de la Commission, Jean-Claude Juncker,
adéclaré que « I'ltalie avait saurvé
I'honneur de 1I'Europe » dans la crise

des migrants. Que voudriez-vous que
I’Europe ftasse de plus dans cette crise ?
Faire respecter plusieurs principes im-
portants de la part de certains pays qui
n'adherent pas aux décisions pourtant
prises en commun sur le reclassement
de migrants. L'Union européenne s’est
trouvée prise au dépourvu par les
grands flux migratoires des derniéres
annees. Elle avail des regles elablies
pour gérer le probleme des réfugiés ve-
nant des pays d’Europe de I'Est : le re
glement de Dublin. Le phénomene est
aujourd’hui complétement différent. Il
faut modifier ces regles. Nous nous fions
encore aujourd’hui aux opportuniteés ou
a la geographie. Cela ne suffit plus pour
gérer ces grands flux. Nous sommes re-
connaissants aux pays qui nous aident.
La France le fait d'une maniére particu-
liere en Afrique. Mais cela doit devenir
une veritable politique européenne.

La France et I'Italie cherchent toujours
un accord sur deux gros dossiers,

celui des chantiers navals et celui

des téléecommunications. Le trouverez
vous demain au sommet de Lyon ?

Tout d'abord, je pense que I'Italie et la
IFrance sont des pays qui ont une histoire
et des intérets communs. Deux pays qui
travaillent ensemble et dans la méme di-
rection, en Europe, en Méditerranée,
dans les rapports avec I'Afrique, jusqu’a
partager la méme idée de liberté et de dé
mocratie et constater qu'ils sont ['un
pour 'autre chacun deuxieme partenaire
commercial. I'importance de nos liens
ne se discute pas. Mes rapports d’amitié
avec le président Macron sont fonda-
mentaux. L’examen d'une alliance dans
la construction navale est bien engagé.
On a I'ambition, fondamentale du point
de vue stratégique, de construire un
grand « player » global dans le secteur
naval. .’accord sur les chantiers est une
perspective a court terme. Construire un
grand pole civil et militaire ne se fait pas
en un seul jour. On lravaillera don¢ avec
des emplois du temps ditférents.

Différents comment ?

Je veux dire entre la question spécifique
des chantiers de Sainl-Nazaire sur la-
quelle les conditions sont remplies pour
parvenir rapidement a une conclusion et
la queslion des ententes plus génerales
qui aura besoin d’analvses plus appro-
fondies que nous ne pouvons que lancer.

L'Italie insiste-t-elle pour obtenir

51 % du nouveau groupe ?

Les prémisses sont réunies pour aboutir a
un accord qui tienne compte de nos inté-
rets legitimes en méme temps que ceux
de la France,

Et dans les télécommunications ?

1l s’agit d'une partie entre groupes pri
ves. Chaque pavs a ses lois et les groupes
prives doivenl les respecter. Ce n'est
bien entendu ni Macron ni moi-méme
qui decidons de la télevision ou des re
seaux de communications prives dans
I'autre pavs.

Dong, pour vous protéger des incursions
étrangeres et faire respecter vos lois,
vous étes prét a faire jouer la clause

des « Golden Powers » permettant

a I'Etat de défendre une société d’intérét
stratégique ?

Non. Un point technique est a I'examen.
A savoir si Vivendi devail informer au
préalable le gouvernement italien qu’il
prenait le controle de Tim {groupe de té
léecommunications) et si cette prise de
controle est conforme avec la loi italienne
sur les « Golden Powers ». Un comité
technique de notre présidence est en
train de le vérifier. Il rendra ses conclu-
sions sous peu. La discussion ne porte pas
surautre chose. |
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<« Je m'attends da des pas en avant sur le front économiqgue, face aux flux migratoires
et sur le réle géopolitique de I'Union >, indique Paolo Gentiloni. STEPHANIE KEITH/REUTERS
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La coalition «Jamaique »
ou l'alliance des contraires

NICOLAS BAROTTE +*

TROUVER le plus petit dénominateur
commun va relever de ['exploit. Mais
Angela Merkel veut y croire. Malgré sa
victoire en demi-teinte dimanche soir, la
présidente de la CDU a placé ses parte-
naires potentiels devant leurs responsa-
bilités pour doter I'Allemagne <« d'un
gouvernement stable ».

Compte tenu du refus du SPD de for-
mer une nouvelle grande coalition, An-
gela Merkel s'orienterait donc a priori
vers une inedite alliance « Jamaique »,
en référence aux couleurs associées aux
trois partis, CDU-CSU, IDP et Verts.
Mais il va falloir la patience et 'art du
compromis de la chanceliere pour abou-
tir tant les différences sur le papier sont
grandes entre les Bavarois de la CSU, qui
réclament un virage a droite, les ecolo
gistes, adeptes de la redistribution éco
nomique et favorables a la fin des mo
teurs a essence, et le FDP, qui exige des
baisses d’impots et fixe des lignes rouges
européennes. « Nous sonumes préls aux
discussions mais pas a n’importe quel
prix », a déclaré leur leacder, Christian
Lindner, en commencant la partie de po
ker. « Nous sommes préts aux discus
sions », ont plus modestement commen-
té les écologistes.

La question européenne figure parmi
les plus compliquées a résoudre. Les libé-

raux, qui se sont laissés entrainer vers
I'euroscepticisime, rejettent par principe
toute proposition de budget de la zone
euro. « M. Macron parle de plusieurs
points du PIB europeen et cela représente

rait plus de 60 milliards d'euros pour I'Al-
lemagne. Un budget de lu zone euro ou
I'argent atterrirait en France pour les deé-
penses publigques ou en Italie pour répuier
les erreurs de Berlusconi serait impensable
pour nous et representerait une ligne rou-
a déclaré lundi Christian Lindner.
Les libéraux défendent aussi une position
tres ferme vis-a-vis de la Grece, dont ils
envisagent toujours la sortie de la zone
euro. A l'inverse, le député européen
Alexander Lambsdorfl s'est dil ouvert a
la transformation du meécanisme euro-
péen de stabilité en Tonds moneétaire
européen. L'idée est aussi défencue par
Angela Merkel. A y regarder de pres, les
positions de la chanceliere ne sont pas si
éloignées de celles du FDP: la chanceliere
refuse aussi toute mutualisation des det

tes et n'avait envisage que de « petites
contributions » a un budget européen
pour financer ces projets précis. Lundi,
elle a dit attendre les propositions d’Em

manuel Macron.

Les Verts pourraient-ils étre des inter
locuteurs plus faciles pour Angela Mer
kel? Les ecologistes, de tradition tres
pro-europeenne. réclament «fla fin des
politiques 'austerité en Europe ». Cette
volonté d'assouplissement risque de
heurter le souci de « stabilité » et de
« responsabilite » defendu par le FDP et
laCSU.

[l faudra aussi intégrer a ces débats la
question des migrations. Les Bavarois de

o
ge »,

Quelle coalition pour le nouveau Bundestag ?

Die
Linke'

69 DIE LINKE.

Ilmanque 109 siéges au parti d'Angela Merkel (CDU/CSU)
pour obtenir la majorite absolue a la Chambre basse du Parlement

FDP?

Griinen?

709 sieges

REPARTITION PAR PARTIS,
en nombre de sléges

Source : Office fedéral de (a statstique via Frankfurter Aligemene Zeltung

Ccbu/csu

la CSU bloqueront des discussions qui
n'iraient pas dans le sens d'une limitation
du droit d’asile. L.e FDP demande aussi le
vote d'une « [oi sur 'immigration ». Les
Verts, notamment leur aile gauche,
auront du mal a accepter des dispositions
restrictives. « Je ne voterai pas pour la
coatition Jamaique », a deéja prévenu la
députée verte de Berlin Canan Bayram.
« le ne vois pas nos points communs uvec
la CSU ou le I'DP. »

Lundi, Angela Merkel n'a pas voulu
entrer dans le deétail des discussions
européennes. « If ne me revient pas de dire
ce qui va ou ce gqui ne va pas ». a-t-elle
expliqueé en refusant de tirer « des lignes
rouges ». Dans le rubikscube des discus-
sions de coalition, I'Europe ne sera qu’un
aspect du marchandage global. La chan
celiere a done prévenu ses homologues :
elle « ne peut pas » encore leur dire a
quelle date I'"Allemagne aura cde nouveau
un gouvernement. C

“%Je ne vois pas
nos points communs
avec la CSU ou le FDP »9

CANAN BEAYRAM, DEPUTEE VERTE DE BERLIN

1.Gauche radicale |

2. Ecloglstes
3, Linéraux
4. Extrémea droite

AfD*
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Kurdistan : Barzani unit ses voisins contre lui

En mobilisant au référendum d’autodétermination, lundi, le leader a renforcé 'axe anti-indépendance.

THIERRY OBERLE ¥
ENVOYE SPECIAL A ERBIL
IRAK A 8 heures precises, pour 'ouver-
ture du scrutin, le chant du muezzin
s'eleve au-dessus des mosquees et les
cloches des eglises battent a la volee. Le
Kurdistan irakien se reveille pour se
prononcer sur son indépendance, mal-
gré I'hostilité de I'lrakk et des pavs voi-
sins. Cest un jour de fete et de céremo-
nie, Des homunes ont sorti le costume
traditionnel kurde avec son pantalon
bouffant, sa veste courte et sa large
écharpe serrée autour de la taille. Des
femmes arborent des robes chamarreées
brodées de fils dorés. Des garcons et des
fillettes portent I'uniforme des pech-
mergas, les combattants kurdes.
L'ambiance est joveuse dans 1'école
primaire d'Ari, un quartier populaire
d’Erbil ou les votants déposent leur
bulletin dans 'urne, apres avoir trem
pe l'index dans un encrier bleu. La
question poseée dans ce referendum a
quelque 4,5 millions d’élecleurs est de-
nuée d’ambiguité : « Voulez-vous que
la region du Kurdistan ainsi que les ter-
ritoires kurdes en dehors de la region
deviennent un Ftat indépendant ? » Elle
est rédigee en kurde, en arabe, en as-
svrien et en turc. « Nous somines
heureux gue ce jour arvive enfin. Je ne
conndais personne qui cochera ta case du
iton » dit Mahabad, une enseignante.
« Nous ne nous soumettrons plus. Nous
avons fait tant de suacrifices et nous
avons connu tant de souffrances. Mon
beau-frere est mort ['an dernier preés de
Kirkouk dans les combats contre Daech.
Nous votons pour tui », assure Recdoua-
ne, un ouvrier, accompagne de sa fem-
me et de son enfant,

Dans la banlieue chrétienne d’Ain-
lkawa, I'eélan en taveur du « oui »» sem-
ble partagé. « Nous suivons nos chefs qui
souhaitent tous ['independance, qu'ils
sotent kurdes ou chretiens », dit Gorgis,
un catholique-svriaque. Les popula-
tions deplacées de la plaine de Ninive et
de la région de Sinjar votent dans des
bureaux installés dans les camps. Ces
centaines de milliers de chrétiens et de
vazidis ont fui en 2014 I'offensive des
djihadistes de I'Tital islamique contre les
minorites.

Premieres ripostes

Aujourd’hui liberes de Daech, leurs vil-
les et leurs villages se trouvent dans les
« territoires disputes », parfois du cote
kurde, parfois du cote Irakien. lls ne
rentrent pas chez eux en raison du
manque d’infrastructures, de I'instabi-
lité politique ou de la présence jugée
menacante des milices chiites. Dans le
camp d’Ashti, seules 100 familles sur
1200 sont reparties a Qaraqosh, ville
chrétienne sous administration irakien-
ne. Saleh, un catholique svriaque qui
s’est reinstalle cet été a Qaraqosh est re-
venu dans son centre d’hebergement
pour participer au reférendum. <« Les
autorites de Bagdad n'ont pas organise
de scrutin, mais moi je souhaite
Qaraqosh sous administration kurde. Je
ne fais pas confiance aux Irakiens qui
nous premment en tenaille dans leur af

frontement confessionnel entre chiites et

sunnites », explique-t-il. Mais Saleh
craint désormais de voir le conflit
irako- kurde pour le controle des terri
toires disputes degenerer en guerre
ouverte a la faveur de la consultation.
Le premier ministre Haidar al- Abadi
est incité par son prédécesseur, Nouri
al-Maliki et par les puissantes milices
chiites, soutenues par I'lran, a4 em-
plover la force. Il a rompu les ponts
avec¢ le président kurde Massoud Bar-
zani et déclaré, dimanche soir, sur un
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ton cassant, qu’il « allait prendre les
mesures necessdaires  pour preserver
["unité du pays ».

L'escalade a debute ce lundi avec les
premieres ripostes de Bagdad. LElles
visent, a la suite d’un vote du Parle-
ment, a renforcer la présence des for-
ces irakiennes dans les zones contes-
tées et, en concertation avec les pays
voisins, a isoler le Kurdistan. L'encla-
ve peut etre encerclée militairement
et etranglée économiquement et fi-
nancierement. L'axe anti-indépen-
dance est deja constitue.

Car s'il a reussi a mobiliser les Kurdes,
Massoud provoque un

Barzani a

Des Kurdes irakiennes deposent leur bulletin de vote, lundi, dans une ecole a Erbil.

consensus international contre lui.
L'Iran lui a fermé ses frontieres aérien-
nes el la Turquie pourrait, a son propre
rvthme, bloquer les acces terrestres. Le
président Recep Tavvip Ercdogan a me
nace de boucler dans les prochains jours
la frontiére turco-kurde. Le verrouilla-
ge de la porte de Habur, franchie cha-
que jour par plus d'un millier de ca-
mions, priverait le Kurdistan de la
plupart des produits agricoles et manu-
factures dont ses habitants ont besoin.
Ankara peut egalement couper le robi
net du pipeline de Cevhan qui asseche-
rait I'essentiel des revenus petroliers
d’Erbil. o

-
1\'{'._ ‘.aa

- -
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Corée du Nord: quelle stratégie américaine?

ur le dossier coréen, avons-

nous assist¢ a une rodomontade

du président des Ftats-Unis ?

Le 8 aott 2017 Donald Trump

avait promis le « feuet la

colere » a la Corée du Nord,
au cas ol elle poursuivrait son programme
d’armement balistique nucléaire.
Pour donner du crédit i cette menace,
les Etats- Unis et leurs alliés sud - coréens
avaient, en dépit d’une injonction
nord-coréenne de ne pas le faire, lance,
le 21 aotit, leurs exercices militaires
annuels baptisés Ulchi Freedom Guardian,
auxquels participerent 67 000 soldats.
Kim Jong-un, le jeune dictateur nord-
coreen, ne fut visiblement pas intimide.
Le 29 aoat, il ordonna le tir d'un missile
balistique de portée intercontinentale,
qui s’abima loin dans I'océan Pacifique,
apres avoir survolé I'archipel japonais,
sans se faire intercepter. Pour éviter
que I'escalade ne dégenere, la Chine et la
Russie appellent les Etats-Unis a rouvrir
un dialogue diplomatique avec la petite
nation stalinienne et guerriére (25 millions
d’habitants et un territoire équivalent
auquart de la superficie francaise). Pékin
et Moscou suggerent le deal suivant :
abandon par Pyvongvang de ses essais
nucléaires et balistiques en ¢change d'une
suspension des manceuvres americaines.
Mais Washington refuse. Le 3 septembre
2017, Kim Jong - un réagit en ordonnant
un essai nucléaire, qu'il preésente comme
I'explosion d'une bombe H. Les missiles
intercontinentaux des cing grandes
puissances nucléaires, membres
permanents du Conseil de sécurité de
I'ONT, sont tous porteurs e bombes H.,
L’escalade s'est poursuivie de maniere
verbale, avec Donald Trump traitant
Kim Jong-unde « rocket man » lors
de son discours a I'’Assemblée générale des
Nations unies, et le ministre nord-coréen
des Affaires étrangeres réponclant
quelques jours plus tard, a laméme
tribune, que Trump €etait un esprit

« dérangé » et qu’il constituait « la plus
grande menace actuelle pour la paix ».
En gé¢opolitique, quand on passe

du stade de la confrontation a coups

de manceuvres militaires i celui des
insultes indirectes echangées a ’ONU,
c’est que la tension commence a baisser.

Il parait aujourd hui évident que
les Etats-Unis ne feront pas de guerre
préventive contre la Corée du Nord.

Chat echaudeé craint I'eau froide.

Les Américains sont inhibés par la
catastrophe que fut leur derniere guerre
preventive, I'invasion de I'lrak

en mars 2003. Qui plus est, une action
americaine unilatérale pourrait
provoquer des represailles nord -
coréennes sur Séoul, qui feraient des
dizaines de milliers de morts. Le président
sud-coréen a d’ailleurs obtenu

des Etats-Unis I'engagement qu’ils
n’attaqueraient pas lewr ennemi commun
sans que Seoul ait donné un feu vert
preéalable - ce qu’'il ne fera jamais.

Il parait aujourd’hui tout aussi évident
que la Corée du Nord, qui s’est retirée en
2003 du TNP (traité de non-prolifération
nucléaire dont I'application est controlée
par I’Agence internationale de I'énergie
atomique de Vienne), a l'intention
de devenir une puissance nucléaire
reconnue, au meéme titre que I'Incle
ou que le Pakistan.

Comment en est-on venu a une
situation aussi catastrophique ? La grande
erreut stratégique remonte a I'époque
de I' Administration de George W. Bush.
En 2002, le président américain avait
place la Corée du Nord dans I’ « axe du
mal ». Le pays y cotovait 'lrak et I'lran.
Washington s’est alors trompe de cible.
Au nom de la lutte contre les « armes
de destruction massive »,
les néoconservateurs sont allés faire
la guerre a I'lrak - quin'en avait plus
aucune - au lieu de s’ intéresser
serieusement a la Corée du Nord, qui
développait a toute allure son programme
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militaire nucléaire. Aujourd’hui

cque Pyongvang clispose cle la bombe,

il est trop tard pour agir militairement.
Mais I’'Amérique n'a pas dit son dernier

mot. Sa stratégie va étre celle d’une

double riposte graduee. D une part, elle

va agir, via la Chine. I lui suffit de brancdlir

une menace financiere contre les

entreprises chinoises, en décretant que

quiconque continue a faire du commerce

avec la Corée du Nord serait interdit

d’affaires avec I' Amérique et donc

de toute transaction en dollars. Cela

revienl a une quasi- interdiction

bancaire internationale : aucune grande

societé chinoise ne peut se permettre

de prendre ce risque.

D'autre part, les Etats Unis vont
relancer la fameuse « guerre des étoiles »
chere a feu le président Ronald Reagan.
[a technologie des lasers a beaucoup
progresse depuis cette date. On peut
trés bien imaginer, partant d’un satellite
géostationnaire en position au- dessus
du territoire nord-coréen, un svsteme
capable de désorienter le guidage de
tout missile lors de sa phase d’ascension.

I1 v a toutefois la un risque stratégique
encore plus grand : que ces progres
techniques relancent une inutile
course aux armements entre Washington,
Pékin et Moscou...

Ritaglio stampa ad uso esclusivo del destinatario

Y& ESERCITO

UFFICIO GENERALE DEL CAPO DI SM
UFFICIO PUBBLICA INFORMAZIONE E COMUNICAZIONE

Pag. 9

2/2



del 26 Settembre 2017

e Nionde

estratto da pag. 6

EnItalie, le Mouvement
5 étoiles ne reussit pas
a masquer ses divisions

Sans faire 'unanimité, Luigi Di Maio a été élu
comme chefde file pour les législatives

ROME - correspondant

u premier abord, rien n’a

vraiment changé. Sur

I'immense parking de la
Foire de Rimini (Emilie-Roma-
gne), ou ont été installés les
stands de la kermesse, le peuple
des partisans de Beppe Grillo est
présent, dans toute sa diversité.
On croise des écologistes, des mi-
litants végans, des activistes anti-
grands travaux publics, des parti-
sans de la «décroissance heu-
reuse » et du revenu universel, vé-
tus de tee-shirts humoristiques...
toutes les chapelles originelles du
Mouvement 5 étoiles (M5S) sont
representees. Et la tonalité des dé-
bats, sur le systeme de sante, les
retraites, les institutions ou le de-
venir de I'Union européenne,
reste conforme ala colere et al'es-
prit antisysteme qui ont présidé a
la naissance de ce mouvement
protestataire foisonnant et in-
classable, passé, depuis sa forma-
tion, en 2009, du statut de grou-
puscule a celui de premiére force
politique d'Italie.

Le quatriéme rassemblement
annuel des partisans de M. Grillo,
organisé sur les bords de IAdriati-
que, n'a manque aucune de ses fi-
gures obligées. Mais il a aussi tra-
duit, et de fagon spectaculaire, un
changement d'époque, a quel-
ques mois d'élections législatives
que le mouvement abordera,
pour la premiere fois, dans la
peau d'une formation prétendant
al'exercice du pouvoir.

L’homme qui incarne cetle me-
tamorphose, c'est Luigi Di Maio,
31ans, désigné par les militants
grillinistes comme le candidat du
mouvement au poste de président
du conseil. Avec plus de 80 % des

37000 votes électroniques expri-
més sur la plate-forme Rousseau,
nouveau cceur nucleaire de la ga-
laxie «5 étoiles », le jeune vice-pré-
sident de la Chambre des députés
peut setarguer d'unrésultat net et
incontestable. Samedi soir, devant
plusieurs dizaines de milliers de
personnes, il a requ l'onction de
M. Grillo, censée faire de lui le chef
incontesté du mouvement.
Pourtant, ce passage de témoin
ne s'est pas fait sans heurts ni

dommages, tant la personne de
Luigi Di Maio suscite au sein du
mouvement de profondes réticen-
ces. Un homme incarne ces oppo-
sitions: c'est le député Roberto
Fico, 42 ans, président de la com-
mission de surveillance de la RAL
Compagnon de la premiere heure
de M. Grillo, charismaltique el trés
aimeé de la base militante, il n'a pas
cherché a faire de coup d'éclat.
Mais, méme si I'accés a la tribune
luia été interdit, il n'a pas manqué
de faire passer son message. Il a
suffi pour cela de quelques sorties
bien calibrées, et des images muet-
tes d'une conversation longue et
animée entre lui et le nouveau lea-
der dumouvement, captées parles
cameras de telévision italiennes.

Passer la main

Tenant d'une ligne politique tres
conservatrice, Luigi Di Maio est
en effet loin de faire I'unanimité.
S'il a été largement élu, c'était
sans véritable opposant, au terme
d'un scrutin en ligne qui a mobi-
lisé moins d'un cinquieme des
inscrits. De fait, comment des mi-
litants antisysteme, hostiles a
tout ce qui ressemble de prés ou
de loin a un professionnel de la
politique, pourraient-ils accepter
sans ciller un jeune homme de

31ans qui n'a connu pour expe-
rience, avant d'entrer au Parle-
ment, que quelques petits bou-
lots et un emploi d'ouvreur au
stade San Paolo de Naples ?

En fin tacticien, M. Grillo a vite
compris le danger et, s'il assurait
encore, il y a quelques jours, sa vo-
lonté de passer complétement la
main, affirmant que le candidat a
la présidence du conseil devien-
drait automatiquement le chef
politigue du mouvement, il s’est
présenté, le temps de ces trois
jours de manifestation, comme la
figure tutélaire du MsS et le ga-
rant de leur unité. Dimanche
aprés-midi, devant les cameéras,
comme pour rassurer ses parti-
sans en leur montrant que rien
n'achangé, il s’est livré a une nou-
velle provocation, distribuant des
billets de 500 euros aux journalis-
tes, avant de leur lancer : « Mainte-
nant, vous faites ce que jedis{» m

JEROME GAUTHERET
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Berlin risque d’étre plus réticent
alaréformedelazone euro

Les projets de Macron vont se heurter a I'hostilité des libéraux du FDI

BRUXELLES - bureati L’IH'OPL"L’H

endant la campagne, il

avait été trés peu ques-

tion des élections alle-

mandes a Bruxelles,
meéme si une série de dossiers y
étaient gelés dans l'attente du
nouveau mandat promis a la
chanceliere, Angela Merkel. Pour
autant, les conséquences de ce
scrutin, qui entraine I'explosion
de la grande coalition sortante, et
voit l'extréme droite entrer pour
la premiere fois au Bundestag,
sont considérables.

A l'annonce des résultats, la
phase d'euphorie qui a suivi les
défaites de Geert Wilders aux
Pays-Bas et de Marine Le Pen en
France a semblé soudainement
s'estomper avec le succes du parti
d'extréme droite Alternative pour
IAllemagne (AfD). Le retrait des
sociaux-démocrates du SPD en-
trainera sans doute un change-
ment de ton a Berlin sur la politi-
que migratoire, les relations avec
la Turquie ou les possibles reé-
formes de I'eurozone, tandis que
la chanceliere devra faire des
concessions aux libéraux et aux
Verts pour tenter de composer
une nouvelle coalition.

Les faibles scores de I'Union
chrétienne-démocrate (CDU) et
du SPD compliquent le jeu du pré-
sident francais, Emmanuel Ma-
cron, dans le domaine-clé, vu de
Paris, de la réforme de la zone
euro. Depuis des mois, il promet
de défendre un Parlement, un
budget et un super-ministre des
finances pour l'eurozone. Apres
dix ans de gestion chaotique de la
crise des detles, il compte sur une
« fenétre historique» pour faire
enfin progresser 'intégration de

la zone moneétaire, dotée actuelle-
ment de politiques économiques,
sociales et fiscales insuffisam-
ment coordonnées.

Les Allemands n'ont jusqu’a
présent pas considéré qu'il s’agis-
sait d'une priorité. C'est d'ailleurs
pour cette raison, afin de tenter
de susciter le débat a Berlin, que
M. Macron compte détailler ses
plans des mardi26 septembre, de-
vant des étudiants de la Sor-
bonne. Avant quAngela Merkel se
mette a négocier la composition
d'une nouvelle coalition.

Retour du dossier migratoire
Jusqu'ou le chef de I'Etat frangais
placera-1-il le curseur de ses ambi-
tions, sachant que les Allemands,
toules tendances politiques con-
fondues, refuseront toute idée de
mutualisation des dettes ou de
transferts financiers supplémen-
taires entre Etats membres?

La personnalité du futur minis-
tre des finances allemand sera cru-
ciale. Leleader deslibéraux, le pho-
togénique Christian Lindner, bri-
gue le poste occupé par Wolfgang
Schéauble, une personnalité (CDU)
incontestablement pro-europé-
enne, en dépit de sa rigidité vis-a-
vis de la Grece. Les libéraux sont,
eux, hostiles a uneréforme en pro-
fondeur de la zone euro. M. Lind-
ner a déclaré des dimanche soir
qu’'il n'était pas question d’envisa-
ger un budget commun substan-
tiel pour lI'eurozone: « 60 milliards
d’euros directement pour la France
et I'ltalie ? C'est inconcevable. »

M. Macron dispose toutefois
d’'une cartemailtresse:ilestencore
considéré a Bruxelles comme ce-
lui qui a endigué la vague popu-
liste. Si IAllemagne de Merkel ne
fait pas un geste envers ce pro-

Européen revendiqué qui veut
rapprocher ['Union de ses ci-
toyens, elle risque de rallumer la
flamme de I'europhobie.

M. Macron devra-t-il aider la
chanceliére sur les dossiers migra-
toires, pour espérer obtenir des
avancées minimales sur ces su-
jets? Le dossier migratoire devrait
en effet revenir en force a Bruxel-
les, en raison de la poussée de
I'AfD, suscitée par l'arrivée de
centaines de milliers de deman-
deurs d'asile en Allemagne. Berlin
pousse depuis des mois pour une
révision des regles d’accueil des ré-
fugiés dans I'Union. EL estime que
le jugement de la Cour de justice
de 'Union européenne, qui vient
de donner tort a la Hongrie et a la
Slovaquie, hostiles aux quotas de
réfugiés adoptés en 2015, ouvre la
voie a un mécanisme de relocali-
sation permanent. Au cceur du dé-
bat, lanotion de « solidarité », refu-
sée par des capitales de I'Est.

LAllemagne — comme la France
— veut aussi obtenir une révision
des regles dans l'espace sans pas-
seport Schengen. Les regles jugees
«trop rigides » régissant la réintro-
duction temporaire des controles
aux frontieres seront revues. Ber-
lin insistera aussi pour une politi-
que plus vigoureuse de retour des
illégaux et une extension de l'es-
péce de délégation de pouvoirs a
la Libye (a ses gardes-cotes, voirea
certaines de ses milices) a laquelle
on assiste depuis des mois, pour
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limiter les passages de migrants
par la Méditerranée centrale.

La question turque devrait éga-
lement étre abordée, des lundj,
lors d'un conseil des affaires gé-
nérales bruxellois, prélude a un
sommet des dirigeants en octo-
bre. Mme Merkel avait appeléa une

rupture des negociations d'adhe-
sion durant la campagne. Il n'en
serail maintenant plus question -
Berlin craignant une remise en
cause de l'accord sur le controle
des migrants de mars 2016 avec
Ankara - mais d'une énieme
mise en garde a 'endroit de cet
encombrant partenaire, au ré-
gime toujours plus autoritaire.
Abondant dans le sens de Paris,
la chanceliére pourrait aussi pro-
gresser en matiere de défense.
Une « coopération structurée per-
manente» pourrait étre bientot
notitiée officiellement. Initié par

« 60 milliards
d’euros
directement pour
la France et
Pltalie ? C’est
inconcevable »

CHRISTIAN LINDNER
president du FDP

Paris, Berlin, Madrid et Rome, le
projet serait appuye par suffisam-
ment d’autres capitales pour etre
lance, avec l'objectif de renforcer
I'autonomie  stratégique de
I'Union, d’accélérer la politique
commune de sécurite et de favori-
ser la coopération entre les indus-
tries nationales de défense.
M.Macron aura tres vite l'occa-
sion detester lasolidite desonjeu:
des le sommet de Tallinn, en Esto-
nie, vendredi 29 septembre. Le
rendez-vous était initialement
consacré au numeérigue mais les
dirigeants européens, anticipant
qu’ils auraient d’autres sujets de
discussion, se sont ménagé un di-
ner de travail la veille au soir. @
CECILE DUCOURTIEUX
ET JEAN-PIERRE STROOBANTS

LES REACTIONS

EMMANUEL MACRON

« J'ai appele Angela Merkel pour
la féliciter, a annonce, dimanche
24 septembre, le président Em-
manuel Macron sur son compte
Twitter. Nous poursuivons avec
determination notre coopération
essentielle pour 'Europe

et nos pays. »

MARINE LE PEN

«Bravo a nos allies de I"#AfD pour
ce score historique ! C'est un
nouveau symbole du reveil des
peuples europeens », a declaré

la présidente du Front national,
Marine Le Pen sur Twitter.
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SREADER

Christian Lindner, le président du Parti libéral-démocrate (FDP), a Diisseldorf, le 23 septembre. INAFASSBENDER/DPA/AFP
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Washington étend le «travel ban»
a Pyongyang, N'Djamena et Caracas

Les Etats-Unis interdiront l'entrée sur leur territoire des citoyens
de Coree du Nord et du Tchad et limiteront celle des
Veneézuéliens dans le cadre d'un nouveau décret sur
immigration, a annoncé, dimanche 24 septembre, 'administra-
tion Trump. Ces nouvelles restrictions entreront en vigueur

le 18 octobre. Elles elargissent la liste des pays vises, au depart
essentiellement composee de pays a majorité musulmane
(Iran, Libye, Syrie, Yémen, Somalie). Le Soudan, quant a lui,

a ete retire de cette liste.
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e Nionde

Référendum kurde : Bagdad hausse le ton

Le premier ministre irakien s'est dit prét a prendre «les mesures nécessaires » pour préserver I'unité de son pays

BAGDAD - envoyée speciale

usqu’au dernier instant, les
responsables irakiens et
leurs soutiens internatio-
naux ont eu 'espoir que les
pressions exercées sur Mas-
soud Barzani pour annuler le réfeé-
rendum d'indépendance du Kur-
distan irakien, lundi 25 septem-
bre, porteraient leurs fruits. Le
coup de théatre n'a pas eu lieu. Di-
manche, le leader kurde, prési-
dent de la région autonome, a
confirmélatenue duscrutin, qu’il
a présenté comme le premier pas
d’un long processus de negocia-
tion vers l'indépendance avec Ba-
gdad, estimant que le partenariat
Ltissé en 2003 avait « échoué ».

Le premier ministre irakien,
Halder Al-Abadi, est apparu ala té-
lévision, dimanche, pour asséner,
avec une rare fermeté, l'opposition
de Bagdad. « Prendre une décision
unilatérale affectant 'unité de
I'lrak et sa sécurité ainsi que la sécu-
rité de la région avec un référen-
dum de séparation est contre la
Constitution et la paix civile. Nous
allons prendre les mesures néces-
saires pour préserver l'unité du
pays», a-t-il promis.

Conscient qu'il joue sa survie po-
litique sur la gestion de cette crise,
potentiellement déstabilisatrice
alors que la lutte contre l'organisa-
tion Etat islamique n'est pas ache-
vée et que se profilent des élec-
tions législatives au printemps
2018, M. Abadi s'est départide son
attitude conciliante.

Al'issue d’un cabinet de sécurité
qui s’est tenu apres ce «discours a
la nation », son gouvernement a
exhorté les pays étrangers a ne
plus traiter avec les autorités du
Kurdistan irakien dans les domai-
nes du pétrole et des frontieres eta
ordonné a Erbil de lui restituer le
controle des frontieres et des aéro-
ports. La Turquie et I'lran avaient
annonce plus tot de premieres
sanctions. Les deux pays ont sus-
pendu leurs liaisons aériennes
avec le Kurdistan irakien voisin et

intensifié leurs manceuvres mili-
taires a sa frontiere.

Refus de négocier

A Bagdad, le dialogue promis par
M. Barzani n'est pas une option
envisagée. « Dés lors que le réfé-
rendum alieu, il n'y a pas de négo-
ciation possible sur une feuille de
route pour la création d'un Etat
kurde», a déclaré au Monde Ali
Alaag, membre du parti chiite Al-
Dawa de M. Abadi et négociateur
avec Erbil.

Bagdad refuse une négociation
dont I'issue est fixée a I'avance par
unréférendum. Sila solution fédé-
rale, prévue parla Constitution ira-
kienne, a leur préférence, ils n'en-
visagent sa remise en cause — pour
une confédeération ou I'indépen-
dance - que par la voie d'amende-
ments constitutionnels.C'est la
position qu'a defendue M. Abadi
dans ses contacts réguliers avec
M. Barzani, et en public. Le pre-
mier ministre irakien avail miseé
sur le succes du partenariat inédit
scellé entre leurs forces de sécurite
respectives lors de la bataille de
Mossoul.

Il avait également promis au pré-
sident kurde une alliance électo-
rale en 2018 pour l'amener au
compromis. Si M. Barzani a grati-
fié le premier ministre irakien de
marques de respect, il a juge son
avenir politique trop incertain
pour accepter une alternative né-
gociée sans garanties fermes des
Nations unies et des Etats-Unis.
Or, celles-ci ne sont jamais venues.

Une fois le dialogue rompu, le
premier ministre irakien s'est
joint, dimanche, aux voix qui, a
Bagdad, n'ont cessé de tirer a vue
sur le chef kurde. A son tour, il a
compareé ses méthodes a celles de
I'ancien dictateur Saddam Hus-
sein et a exhorté ses «chers ci-
toyens kurdes» a ouvrir les yeux
sur les lacunes démocratiques du
systeme Barzani, la corruption et
la captation des ressources pétro-
lieres a son seul profit.

Fragilisation de M. Abadi

«Le premier ministre Abadi ne
prendra pas le risque de relancer le
dialogue et d’étre accusé de traitrise
par les autres partis chiites», es-
time un observateur étranger. Ils
exploiteraient sa faiblesse pour
empéchersareconductionalatéte
du gouvernement a l'issue des lé-
gislatives de 2018. La fragilisation
de M. Abadi inquiete les Occiden-
taux, qui jugent son maintien au
pouvoir essentiel pour la recons-
truction de I'Trak. IIs ont redoublé
d'efforts pour pousser M. Barzania
renoncer au référendum, les Etats-
Unis allant jusqu’'a menacer de lui
retirer tout soutien politique, mili-
taire et economique.

Le scrutin pose le probleme des
territoires disputés entre Bagdad
et Erbil. L'Tran et ses alliés chiites
irakiens ont tenté d’empécher sa
tenue a Kirkouk, une ville mixte
kurde-arabe assise sur une région
pétrolifere, en misant sur les divi-
sions kurdes. Mais les visites du
général iranien Ghassem Solei-
mani ont échoué a convaincre les
responsables de I'Union patrioti-
que du Kurdistan (UPK), qui tien-
nent Kirkouk, de lacher le Parti
démocratique du Kurdistan (PDK)
de M. Barzani.

« Nous nous en sommes tenus a
ce stade a des moyens pacifiques et
politiques. Mais nous sommes en
droit légitime de combattre pour
défendre lintégrité du territoire
irakien », menace Laith Al-Adhari,
membre du bureau politique de la
milice chiite irakienne Asaib Ahl
Al-Haq. La perspective des législa-
tives de 2018 incite les partis chii-
tes présents dans la région et leurs
milices a afficher une certaine re-
tenue. «Une action militaire est
une décision politique qui incombe
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au gouvernement central de Bag-
dad et au Parlement», poursuit M.
Adhari, qui juge «inimaginable »
que Bagdad reste sans rien faire.
Le premier ministre Abadi a

parti Goran », estime un observa-
teur étranger. Quant a laTurquie,
elle n'a pas écarté l'option mili-
laire mais peut aussi asphyxier
Erbil en fermantle passage dupé-

prévenu que ses forces intervien-  trole kurde. ®
draient en cas de troubles. Mais
la crise avec Erbil risque de préci-
piter une reprise en main de
I'Iran et de la Turquie, au grand

dam des Occidentaux qui per-

HELENE SALLON

«Dés lors que
le référendum
alieu, il N’y a pas

X . . . de négociation
draient un point d’appui dans la possible sur une
région. « Téhéran a assez de le- feuille de route
viers au Kurdistan pour déstabili- cl;z“'E'a c';(éat:!:“
ser le président Barzani en renfor- SRR il

5 - ALI ALAAQ
cant ses adversaires, I'UPK et le negociateor il

LE CONTEXTE

KURDISTAN IRAKIEN

Reconnue dans la Constitution
irakienne de 2005, la région du
Kurdistan irakien jouit d'une
large autonomie. Elle est peuplee
de 6 millions d’habitants (17 % a
20 % de la population irakienne},
mais ne représente qu’une partie
de 'ensemble des Kurdes répartis
aussi entre la Turquie, la Syrie et
Ulran. Elle jouit du controle de ses
frontieres et exploite son propre
petrole, quelle exporte par la
Turquie. Le mandat de son presi-
dent, Massoud Barzani, a expiré
en 2015, faute d’élections,

qui n‘ont pas pu étre organisées
a cause de la lutte contre 'orga-
nisation Etat islamique.

TERRITOIRES
CONTESTES

Un des points les plus epineux

du référendum d'indépendance
concerne la délimitation des fron-
tieres. Kirkouk et une bande de
territoire bordant la région auto-
nome, peuplées d’Arabes et de
Kurdes, sont revendiquées par
Erbil et Bagdad. Prevu par la
Constitution, le référendum sur
le rattachement de ces régions ri-
ches en pétrole n'a jamais eu lieu.
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La Maison-Blanche
a étendu la liste de
pays indésirables
sur le sol américain.
Les interdictions
sont définitives,

et non plus
temporaires.

Nicolas Rautline
=M @nrauline
— Bureau de New York

Son précédent décret avait été
seéverement critiqué : Donald
Trump a revu sa copie. Le prési-
dentaméricain a présenteé
dimanche soir la nouvelle ver-
sion de son décret « anti-immi-
gration ». Une version... dur-
cle et étendue a de nouveaux
pays. Ce sont désormais huit
nations qui sontvisées, A I'lvan.
la Libye, la Syrie, la Somalie et le
Yemen. sont venus sajouter le
Tchad, la Corée du Nord et le
Venezuela. Le Soudan a été
retiré de la liste.

Surtout, alors que le premier
décret. promulguéenjanvier des
SOTL arrivée au pouvoir, interdi-

Trump
durcit son
décret anti-
immigration

ETATS-UNIS

sait aux ressortissants de ces
pays dentrer sur le territoire
ameéricain pour une durée de
90 jours, et le deuxieime, datant
demars, pourl20jours, celui-cia
une durée illimitée. Il ne pourra
étre revu, selon la Maison-Blan-
che, que si les pays cités répon-
dent « de manicre satisfaisante
aux insuffisances constarées » en
matiere de sécurité. Les condi-
tions de cette interdiction diffe-
rent toutefois selon les pays.
Alnsi, ce sont les officiels véné-
Zuéliens et les imembres de leur
famille qui sont touchés par
I'interdiction. L'Tran, lui, peut
continuer a envoyer des étu-
diants, meéme si ceux-ci seront
soumis a de longues enquétes de
la part de lI'administration. Les
Somaliens pourront visiter le
pavs, mais pas sy établir défini-
tivement... Ces subtilités
pourraient provoquer un nou-
veau chaosaux aéroporrs,
comime les precedents decrets.
l'administration n‘étant pas au
pointsurles changements.

La Cour supréme
pourrait trancher

La réponse de Donald Trump
ressemble & une tentative pour
[aire taire les critiques et devan-
cer une decision d’inconstitu-
tionnalité. Les précédents
décretsvisaient en effet des pays
musulmans et leursdétracteurs
pensaient pouvoir les faire
annuler pour cette raison. En
ajoutant la Coree du Nord et le
Venezuela a la liste. le président
americain espere démontrer
que cest la sécurité du pavs qui
lemporte avant tout - alors que.
durant sa campagne, il avait
parlé d'interdire I'immigration
de tous les musulmans...

Pour I'Union américaine
pour les libertes civiles, il ne
sagit [a que d'une diversion. « If
suagit towjours dune interdicrion
visant les musutmans : la Cordée
du Nord n'est quasiment pas
concerndée parles migrations ct
linterdiction nevise que quelgues
officiels vénézudliens », a fait
savoir lassociation.

Le nouvean déeret entrera en
vigueur le 18 octobre. Mais il
pourrait bien étre attaqué
devantlestribunaux,comimeles
deux précédents. Ce lundi, la
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Le FN se félicite de la victoire
des «alliés» d’outre-Rhin

e résultat définitif des législa-
L tives n’était pas encore
connu, dimanche en Allema-
gne, qu’en France plusieurs cadres
frontistes se précipitaient déja pour
adresser publiquement leurs félici-
tations a ’AfD. Le parti nationaliste
allemand est la premiére formation
d’extréme droite a faire massive-
ment son entrée au Bundestag de-
puis 1945, avec 94 députés.
La présidente du Front national,
Marine Le Pen, a vu dans ce résultat
un «nouveau symbole du réveil des
peuples européens» et félicité «/ses]
alliés» pour leur «score historique».
Nicolas Bay, secrétaire général du
parti, a lui interprété le vote comme
un choix «patriote» (le motestala
mode en ce moment au FN) et «une
volonté plus forte que jamais du peu-
pleallemand de combattre U'immi-
gration incontrolée et Uislamisme
quien résulte». Lui qui a succédé il
y a peu a Marine Le Pen a la prési-
dence du groupe «Europe des na-
tions et des libertés» au Parlement
européen, groupe qui compte (entre
autres) un Allemand de I'’AfD, a

S’ils se ressemblent sur certains
points —un discours anti-islam, an-
ti-migrants, anti-euro, anti-Merkel,
anti-américain et pro-Poutine—, le
FN et ’AfD n’ont surtout en com-
mun que leurs critiques a I’égard
des élites politiques et leur nationa-
lisme. Des positions quon retrouve
par ailleurs dans beaucoup de partis
populistes actuels. Créée en 2013,
I’AfD est plus libérale en matiere
économique que le FN, et plus con-
servatrice qu’elle n’est identitaire.
De fait, a I'®poque de Coblence, tous
n‘avaient pas apprécié la démarche:
«Je trouve que le FN ne nous corres-
pond pas du tout, c’est en fait un
parti socialiste», avait protesté une
téte connue de ’AfD, Georg Pa-
zderski.

«Il n’y a pas de couple franco-alle-
mand du nationalisme», analysait
aussi a la méme date Nicolas Le-
bourg, de I'Observatoire des radica-
lités politiques de la Fondation
Jean-Jaures. Et de résumer ce ma-
riage opportuniste comme celuide
«deux partis actuellement a la péri-
phérie des droites et qui, face aux

tion sociale, celui du Sud, plus iden-
titaire et sécuritaire, I'’AfD est natio-
naliste a I'Ouest et libérale a I’Est
(live page 3).
De plus, les partis francais et alle-
mand affichent tous deux des divi-
sions internes. Une fois le résultat
des législatives connu en Allema-
gne, Frauke Petry, 'une des princi-
pales dirigeantes de I'AfD, aannoncé
qu’elle ne siégerait pas avec la for-
mation au Bundestag, regrettant un
virage radical et agressif. Une déci-
sion sur laquelle I'ancien vice-prési-
dent du FN, Florian Philippot, qui a
quitté le parti jeudi, s'est immédiate-
ment projeté. «La radicalité ne sert
avrien, ledépart de Frauke Petry dé-
nongcant ces derives lemontre. Il faut
batir un patriotisme clair et rassemi-
bleur», a-t-il plaidé.

TRISTAN BERTELOOT

Si les extrémes droites
francaise et allemande
ont le méme rejet de
I'immigration et de
Iislam, leurs visions

aussi salué ses «alliés» doutre-Rhin.  difficultés des partis conservateurs . .
AfD et FN ont officialisé leur rap- vig—-&-vis de IIZI crise sociale de- . economiques
prochementenjanviera Coblence, puis 2008 et des réfugiés de- dlvergent lar oement.
en Allemagne, lorsd'un congrésaux  puis 2015, tentent de se positionner
allures d'internationale des natio-  auprés de leur électorat national
nalistes, un meeting et une confé-  comme relevant d’un réajustement
rence de presse avec Marine LePen  planétaire des droites qui feraient
coté francgais et 'eurodéputé Mar-  d'eux non des extrémes droites du
cus Pretzell coté allemand (le PVV  passé, mais les mouvenments trans-
néerlandais était représenté par  partisans de demain».
Geert Wilders, et la Liguedu Nord  Un point commun quand méme:
italienne par Matteo Salvini). Une  des axes d’ancrage différents selon
réunion plus médiatique qu’autre lesterritoires. Comme il y adeux FN
chose. en France, celui du Nord, d’inspira-
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A Kirkouk, la peur
de I'apres-référendum

Dans cette ville peuplée de
Kurdes, Arabes et Turkmenes,
les minorités craignent que le
vote les marginalise. De
nombreux incidents ont
marqué les derniéres semaines.

etoutes les villes ot le référendum s’est
D déroulé lundi, Kirkouk était la plus scru-

tée. Celle ot le risque d’incidents était le
plus éleve, celle ol le processus d'indépendance
pouvait déraper avant méme d’avoir com-
mencé. «S’il y a des problémes, ce sera la faute
de bandits. Jai demandé a nos peshmergas [les
combattants kurdes, ndlr] de ne pas réagir aux
provocations», déclarait dimanche Massoud
Barzani, le président du Kurdistan irakien. La
participation ne semble pas avoir été massive,
mais le vote s’est déroulé dans le calme. Un cou-
vre-feu a été déclaré lundi dansle centre, ainsi
que dans les secteurs arabe et turkmene, afin
de «protéger les citoyens», a fait savoir la police..

«Pieégen». Kirkouk est une cité complexe,
multiethnique et multiconfessionnelle, ou les
exclus d’hier sont devenus les dirigeants
d’aujourd’hui. Les chiffres ne sont pas définitifs
mais elle compterait environ 1,5 million
d’habitants, dont un peu moins de 50% de Kur-
des, environ 35% d’Arabes et 15% de Turkme-
nes. Certains sont sunnites, d’autres chiites. Ki-
rkouk est aussi une ville au sous-sol riche, qui
renferme 40 % des réserves irakiennes de brut.
Elle fait partie de ces zones que se disputent
I'lrak et le gouvernement régional du Kurdistan.
Saddam Hussein avait déplaceé de force des Ara-
bes pour la repeupler. Depuis 2014 et 1a fuite des
soldats irakiens devant I'avancée de I’Etat isla-
mique, les Kurdes en ont pris le controle. Leurs
drapeaux flottent sur les administrations.

Mais rien n'est réglé a Kirkouk. L'ambiance est

pesante, les peurs permanentes. «Désolé, je ne
peux pas vous parler. On pourrait nous voir. Il
vaut mieux se taire ici», dit un jeune Arabe.
Autour du conseil provincial, qui incarne le
pouvoir, les rues sont interdites aux voitures.
Onn’yaccede qua pied, en longeant barrieres
et murs de béton, apres avoir été fouillé trois
fois. Les élus ont chacun cing gardes du corps.
Ils patientent dans les couloirs sinistres a la
peinture jaunatre et au carrelage écaillé. Les
gardes de Kamiran Kirkouki, un élu kurde
de 60 ans, étaient la quand les jihadistes de
I’Etat islamique, qui contrélent Hawija, a une
vingtaine de kilomeétres, ont lancé un assaut
sur la ville le 21 octobre. «J ai pris mon arme et
jesuis parti avec eux pour empécher les hom-
mes de Daech d’entrer dans le conseil provin-
cial», se souvient-il. Les jihadistes ont été chas-
sés de Kirkouk aprées deux jours de combats.
Mais les incidents, moins graves, ont repris avec
I'annonce du référendum. Le 11 septembre, une
fusillade a éclaté entre des Kurdes qui fétaient
le vote a venir et un garde du siege d’un parti
turkmeéne. Un Kurde a été tué et plusieurs per-
sonnes ont été blessées. Quelques jours plus tot,
un professeur arabe avait péri dans I'explosion
de sa voiture. «C?était une attaque faite pour
provoquer des incidents entre Kurdes et Arabes
avant le référendum. De notre cOté, nous refu-
sons de tomber dans ce piége. Nous avons de bon-
nes relations avec eux, il y a beaucoup de maria-
ges mixtes et d’intéréts communs», affirme
Kamiran Kirkouki. L'élu craint surtout des ac-
tions «dirigées depuis l'étranger». «L’Iran va
pousser les chiites a créer des problemes apreés
le référendum», affirme-t-il. Déja, en début de
semaine derniére, plusieurs dizaines de pick-up
de la milice chiite Badr ont paradé dans le cen-
tre-ville. Les peshmergas n'ont pu qu'observer
le coup de force, sans intervenir.

«Plainte». Dans le long salon aux murs bordés
de canapés ou il recoit ses invités, le cheikh
Bourhan Mazher al-Sissi, chef de la liste arabe
au conseil, dit lui aussi sentir la montée des ten-
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sions. «Des gens, et pas que des Arabes, ont
quitté laville ces derniers jours. Ils ont peur. Ce
référendum est dangereux», affirme-t-il. D’'un
ton poli et calme, en réfléchissant a chaque
mot, il ajoute: «Les Kurdes ont tout a fait le droit
dedeécider de leur avenir. Mais dans leurs villes,
pas dans celles qui sont disputées conmme Kir-
kouk.» 11y aune dizaine de jours, le cheikh a fait
passer un message au consulat ameéricain a Er-
bil, la capitale du Kurdistan irakien, pour de-
mander 'envoi d’une «force internationale neu-
tre» dans la ville. Il n’a pas re¢u de réponse.

Les représentants de la communauté turk-
mene sont plus vindicatifs. L'un de leurs diri-
geants, Raad Agha, conseiller au parlement
provincial, habite une maison cossue derriere

référendum est illégitime. Il ne devrait pas avoir
lieu dans des zones mixtes ou vivent des Turk-
menes. Cest aussi chez nous ici. Nousy avons
nos maisons et nos emplois. Ce n'est pas a nous
de payer pour les bombardements chimiques
qui ont visé les Kurdes.» Raad Agha n’a pas de
doute, le oui 'emportera, a Kirkouk comme
ailleurs. «Mais dés que le résultat sera officiel,
nous porterons plainte devant le tribunal fédé-
ral. Et si ¢ca ne suffit pas, nous mobiliserons tou-
tes les instances que nous pourrons, jusqua
[’'ONU. Je ne comprends pas pourquoi Barzani
s'est obstiné avec ce vote. C'est extréimement
dangereux. Il y a des jeunes motivés dans cha-
que camp, il suffira d’'un rien pour que ¢a dégé-
nere. Le pire est a venir.»

un grand portail. La rue est gardée par des L.Ma. (a Kirkouk)
hommes cagoulés et armes parlant turc. «Ce
Ritaglio stampa ad uso esclusivo del destinatario
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Populists toast success after EU reboot falters |

Charles Bremner Paris

While Europes right-wing populists
were celebrating the advance of
Germany’s anti-immigrant AfD party,
the relative setback for Angela Merkel
spelt bad news for French efforts to re-
launch the European Union.

Marine Le Pen. leader of the French
National Front. and Geert Wilders.
who heads the Dutch Freedom Party,
saluted the entry into parliament of
Alternative for Germany (AfD).

The party's success in gaining 13 per
cent of the vote marks the arrival of
anti-establishment  populism in a
nation long thought to be immune toit.
"Brave to our allies of the AfD for this
historic score. This is a new symbol of
the awakening of the peoples,” tweeted
Ms Le Pen.

The breakthrough by the AfD ended
a losing streak for western Europe’
hard nationalists in recent months after
a poor electoral outing by Mr Wilders
and Ms Le Pen’s resounding defeat by
Emmanuel Macron in the presidential
elections. The National Front was un-
able to become even the second-largest
party in France.

However, the dispute in the AfD
leadership vesterday matched the divi-
sions that have emerged on the Conti-
nent inside the so-called patriots’
movements. The parties are split
between unvarnished xenophobes and
less extreme ideologues who hope to
reach power one day.

The walkout yesterday by Frauke
Petry, co-leader of the AfD, echoed a
parallel feud inside the National Front
between anti-immigrant traditionalists
and the more polished anti-EU
campaigners.

Ms Le Pen last week dismissed her
deputy, Florian Philippot, because he
refused to abandon his focus on leaving
the EU and get behind the party's anti-
foreigner doctrines. Yesterday Mr Phil-
ippot sided with Ms Petry’s rejection of
extremisnm. tweeting that “the depar-
ture of Frauke Petry shows that radical-
ism is useless”. He added: "You have to
build a patriotism that ... brings people
together.”

The rise of the far right in Berlin will
encourage anti-immigrant parties
across the EU, from Scandinavia to
ltaly, but the fierce "Germany-first”
doctrine of the AfD and the arrival of a
more conservative coalition under Mrs
Merkel may worsen tensions with the
nationalist governments of Poland and
Hungary. Warsaw, for example, is un-
likely to make progress with its
demands for a trillion dollars in
compensation for wartime losses at the
hands of the Nazis. Alexander Gauland,
AfD’s leading candidate, even cam-
paigned for Germany to be allowed to
admire its world war soldiers.

More immediately. Mrs Merkels
probable alliance with the liberal Free
Democrats (FDP) will dim the

prospects of German agreement to a
push by Mr Macron to deepen the EU's
core zone of single currency states. Ina
speech in Paris today the French leader
will expand on his proposals for a com-
mon budget for the eurozone as well as
a federal finance minister. tlis officials
insisted that his ambitions would not be
dimmed by the German election re-
sults. Privately. though, they acknowl-
edge that the refusal of the FDP to
countenance any deeper integration in
the eurozone will create an obstacle.
Mrs Merkel had edged towards Mr
Macron’ ideas before the election but
yesterday she sounded caution. "My
view is that we can use more Europe,
but this has to lead to more competi-
tiveness, more jobs and more clout for
the European Union.” she said.
Germany's longstanding reluctance
to accept more sharing of funds in the
eurozone is based on its view that the
uncompetitive southern economies
should not be bailed out by German
largesse. Mr Macron has bet that his
pro-EU reforms in France will help to
persuade Germany toaccept more “sol-
idarity " in the eurozone. His chances of
success diminished on Sunday night.
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Misstep on

migrants
may vet seal
uttls fate

Analysis

ngela Merkel said it

herself: every leader

should think twice

before ruling for more

than a decade (Roger
Boyes writes).

She was seven vears into her
reign at the time, and looking
forward to 2015, the notional ten-
yvear milestone. Her rivals

sharpened their knives accordingly.

Why not 2015? Mutti (Mummy)
— as she is affectionately known to
her followers — had weathered a
eurozone crisis and was steaming
ahead. It would be the 70th
anniversary of Germany’s
uncondilional surrender, the 25th
anniversary of German unification,
the 50th anniversary of diplomatic
relations with Israel: a graceful exit
poinl for a modernising
European leader at Lhe
peak of her game. Then,
as Middle East wars
lapped at the shores of
Europe, she committed
a capilal error: without
consulting her EU
pariners she threw apen
the gates for hundreds of

thousands of migrants. As

the unfiltered newcomers

began to overwhelm German
institutions enthusiasm for her
gesture curdled. It was the moment
everything started to go wrong for
her, but she resolutely plugged her
cars.

Even now, after taking a pasting
at 1he polls, she refuses to accept
the fact of her decline. Fourth-term
tenures are always toxic for German
chancellors. Konrad Adenauer was
unable to fend off the challenges
mounled by his economics minister,
Ludwig Erhard. lelmut Kohl, in the
late 1990s, struggled with rising

unemployment and his popularity
plunged. A year before heing
thrashed by Gerhard
Schrider he picked up a
prize honouring his
European vision.

Like Mrs Merkel he
saw himself as
indispensable. Most

fourth-term chancellors
would start to think
about handing on the
baton after another two years:
time to find an acceptable successor
and embark on legacy projects.

Mrs Merkel, however, may not
lasl that long. The migrani crisis
will catch up with whatever
government alignment she manages
to cabble together. She will find out

in regional eleclions in Lower
Saxony on October 15 that her
support is still melting away.

Negotiations for a cabinet must
include two of the most implacably
opposed parties in the German
firmament: the Free Democrats and
the Greens. If the Free Democrats
refuse to sign up, the way out of Mrs
Merkel's governing crisis may have
to be new elections or a minority
government. Either way it will
accelerate the already inevitable
departure of Mrs Merkel.

Her achievements have been
significant, her calm tone welcomed
by fellow EU leaders, but she will be
remembered for her skills as a crisis
manager rather than as one of
Germany's greats. She stood out in
Europe largely because she was
surrounded for the most part by
mediocre colleagues. Now Germans
will watch, perhaps with some
embarrassment, as she tries 1o deal
with a motley crew of far-right
detractors making a mockery of her
rule. Power is already trickling
away [rom Mrs Merkel.
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Kurds head for polls to realise a dream

A long-oppressed pecple
puts its faith in the

ballot box, writes
Richard Spencer
in Kirkuk ‘n
Kurds in northern Iraq defied threats ol
blockades, external intervention and

civil war vesterday to turn out in their
millions o vole for the independent
stale Lhey sav they were denied a hun-
dred vears ago.

The central government in Baghdad
instructed the army to send roops 10
Kurdistany “disputed territories™ dis-
tricts such as the divided city of Kirkuk.
Iran announced the closure of land hor-
ders and air space to Kurdisltun-hound
lralfic. Turkey threalened to follow
suit, and to cut the oil pipeline that car-
ries Kurdistan's source of wealth to the
outside world.

There are 35 million Kurds scattered
as minorities across Iraq, Iran, Turkey
and Syria and the vote has inspired
many to think that they might finally
achieve nationhood, which they were
denied when the Ottoman Empire was
dismantled after the First World War.

In an Arbil suburb Tarifa Kheder
Ahmed, 32, was thinking of a more
recent  catastrophe.  Her  hushand.
Shamsaddin Omar Mohammed. @
Peshmerga fighter since his teens.
called her ane afternoon two vears ago
to say goodbye after his unit had been
surrounded by Islamic State fighters.
[1is bodv was found later.

Her cousin, Hujam Surchi. another
Peshmerga soldier, who has 12 children,
was captured soon after by Isis and pub-
licly beheaded. "Their bloed should be
remembered,” Mrs Ahmed said. “We
have lost so many people. We don't
want others to control us any more.”

Stories of decades of persecution —
under Saddam Hussein, in neighbour-
ing countries, and now in the fight
against Isis — have dominated speech-
es and propaganda in favour of the
independence vote. The other theme is
the failure of the peace treaties signed
at the end of the First World Warto give
the Kurds a separate state.

Masoud Barzani, president of Iraqi
Kurdistan, talked scathingly in his clos-
ing campaign speech of what central
government leaders describe as the
“parinership” of Arabs and Kurds. “We
have reached the conclusion that only
with independence c¢an we have a

future without the atrocitics we have
suffered in the past.” he said.

Most of those who were against the
referendum chose to boycott it rather
than vote “no”, meaning that the result
was a foregone conclusion. They inc-
luded the Turkmen and Arab minor-
ities of Kirkuk, a city that is no more
than half Kurdish but which the Kurds
are determined to include in their state.

“] didn't even know | could vote,”
Hani Masoud, 40, a Kirkuk Arab, said.

Sabir Ayoub, a Turkmen oil engineer,

said he could have voted but did not, be-
lieving thatany participation in the ref-
crendum would “bring war ncarer”.

Iran-backed militias have senttroops
into Kirkuk to “protect” the Turkmen,
who are mostly Shia. Turkey, which has
cultural tics to the community, has also
threatened to intervene.

British and American diplomats and
some breakaway Kurdish politicians
spent the past two weeks secking a
compronuse, under which the referen-
dum would be delayed while negotia-
tions took place, particularly over Kir-
kuk. The citys governor, Najmaldin
Karim, however, insisted on holding
the referendum there. He denied that
fighting would ensue between the dif-
ferent ethnic groups. some supparted
by outside powers. “Nothing will
happen,” he told The Times. “Turkey
and Iranwillcome toloveusintheend.”

Mr Barzani has promised not to de-
clare independence immediately but (o
open negotiations with Baghdad.

Mr Karim said that voting had been
peaceful but he later imposed a dusk
curfew on the city. There had been few
reports of trouble by the time the polls
closed.

“I am very happy to vote” Mrs
Ahmed said. “We fought for this land.
and we want it for ourselves.”
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Isis fighters Kkilled in drone
strike on Libyan stronghold

Bel Trew Cairo

At least 17 Isis fighters died in an attack
by American drones on a desert camp
in Libya — the first US airstrike in the
country since President Trump took
office in January.

The camp. 150 miles southeast of
Sirte, once Isiss stronghold in Libya,
was being used to move fighters in and
out of the country, US Africa Com-
mand said in a statement. The raid took
place on Friday.

“These terrorists have sought safe
haven and freedom of movement in
Libva to launch external terror attacks
in neighbouring countries, and have
also been connected to multiple attacks
across Europe,” it added. The strike was
conducted in conjunction with Libya’s
recognised unity government.

Western officials in the country ini-
tially played down reports that Isis mili-
tants were regrouping after local forces,
backed by US airstrikes, took back con-
tral of Sirte in December. However,
Libyan intelligence officials, members
of the country’s unity government and
local security forces told The Times last
month that hundreds if not thousands
of jiladisls were gathering in Libya
after losing ground in Irag and Syria

In recent weeks the jihadists had
grown bolder. selting up temporary
checkpoints and atlacking local forces,
according to Libvan officials.

Khalifa Haftar. the east Libyan mili-
tary commandet. said this month that
his forces had attacked Isis in Ain Tag-
rift. southeast of Sirte. The arcais clase
to oilfields previcously damaged by [sis
attacks and appears 1o be near to
where the LS drone strikes occurred.

Thousand of demonstrators gath-
creclin‘Tripoli, the Libyan capital, yes-
terday in support of a Swiss-based
Libyan businessman who had called
for & rally to reject the leadership of
both of the two leading factions vving
for control of the divided country. Basit
Igtet has gathered thousands of Face-
hook followers and is presenting him-
self as a potential alternative,

“INo Haftar. no Serraj. lgtet is
here” demaonstrators chanted,
referring to Fayvez al-Serraj.
the prime minister-designate
of the UN-hacked govern-
mentinTripoli,and Marshal |
Haftar. the commiander of Libvals self-
slvled national army based in the east-
ern city of Benghazi.

Hundreds of counter-demonstrators
joinedthe crowd and shouted anti-1gtet
slogans. Mr Igtet himsell was present
foratime but did not speak. As night fell
fights hroke out between rival support-
ers with security forces forced (o
separate them.

At least 84 people 30 of them
children — died in two US-led air-

strikes in March near Ragya, Isiss de
b facto capital in Syria, Human Rights
Watch said vesterday.

It claimed in a 42-page report that
dozens of civilians had died in attacks
on a school that was being used to
house displaced familics in Mansourah
and a market and a bakery in Tabga.
two towns west of Raqqa. Isis fighters

were present, but so too were hun-

dreds of civilians, meaning the
attack was in violation of
international law. said the
report. It is likely to raise
cancerns that the Us-led
codlition was not taking
“adequate precautions” to
protect non-combatants.

Khalifa Haftar
has led the fight
against Islamic
State in Libya
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Turkey threat
to shut tap on
Kurdish crude
lifts oil price

James Dean US Business Editor

The oil price climbed above $39
yesterday to its highest point in more

than two vears as the president of

Turkey threalened 1o “close the tap™ on
Kurdish exports and analysts suggested
that the full force of supply cuts was
now being felt.

The price of a barrel of Brent crude.
the international benchmark, rose to as
much as $39.18 abarrel in New York last
night as Wull Street closed. a gain of 4.1
percent for the day and its highest level
since July 2013,

Twenty-one countries, led by Saudi
Arabia and Russia, are collectively try-
ing to cut crude supply by about 1.8 mil-
lion barrels per day to help to prop up
the oil price. The production cuts, as
well as increasing demand from indus-

trialised nations, have helped to drain
stockpiles and push up the price by
nearly a third since June,

Bjarnc Schieldrop, chief commodi-
ties analyst at SEB Markets. said: "[n-
ventories continue lower and the Brent
crudecurve continues tosteepen due to
both natural reasons and speculative
pressures.

"In addition we have sentimental
supportfortheail [price] by the fact that
US oilrigs have declined in five out of
the past six weeks. Thus the arrows are
pointing to higher levels.”

Speaking at the Financial Times
Commodities Asia Summit in Singa-
pore yvesterday, Janet Kong, BP senior
oil trader in Asia. said: “We are at a
Juncture where we are going to see con-
tinued inventory draws. The market is
in rebalancing mode.”

The Kurish region of Iraq is about to
hold an independence referendum,
something that is opposed by Irag, the
United States, [ran, Turkey and others
for fear that it will add to instability in
the Middle East. The Iragi government
has called for an international boycott
of Kurdish crude exports.

President Erdogan of Turkey, whose
country controls the autonomous
region’s main export pipeline, said ycs-
terday: “We have the tap. The moment
we close the tap, then it's done” The
pipeline  transports about 500000
barrels of oil out of Kurdish 1raq every
day.

%Vest Texas Intermediate, the Amer-
ican benchmark, rose by 2 per cent to
$51.68 per barrel vesterday, but the

price was weighed down by concerns
about increasing production in the
country. This pushed the spread
between Brent and WTI to its widest
since August 2015,

The [1 nations that make up the Opec
cartel and a further ten oil-producing
nations have been implementing sup-
ply cuts for nearly nine months. In
August, Saudi Arabia and Russia,
respectively the largest and second
largest producers in the 2l-nation
group. cut production by more than the
required amount.

Nonetheless, Moody's, the ratings
agency, vesterday removed its “posi-
tive” outlook on the oil and gas sector,
saying that growth was likcly to slow
significantly over the next year hecause
the recovery had run its course.

Elena Nadtotchi, senior credit officer
at Moodys, said: "Our outlock has
turned ‘stable” to reflect the increased
likelihood of earnings growth slowing
down for the global oil and gas players
in 2018, after the sharp recovery in 2017,

“We also expect fundamental condi-
tions to stabilise further as companies
have cut their production costs and
capital investment amid low oil prices.”
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Iraqi Kurds Rush to Participate in Independence Referendum

CROWD CONTROL: Police try to keep people from forcing their way into a voting station in the northern Iraqi city of Erbil. Kurds began
voting Monday in a landmark referendum on independence from Iraq, risking backlash from Baghdad and the international community. A3
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Kurds Hold Vote on Splitting From Iraq

Prime Minister Abadi
has said he wouldn’t
recognize the results
of the referendum

By IsABEL COLES
AnD ALt A. NABHAN

ERBIL, Iraqg—Kurds voted in
a landmark referendum on in-
dependence from Iraq, seeking
to advance their dream of
statehood but risking backlash
from Baghdad and the interna-
tional community, which is
threatening to isolate and eco-
nomically cripple the Kurds’
semiautonomous region in re-
sponse.

Emerging from polling sta-
tions with ink-stained index
fingers on Monday, Kurds in
Erbil, the capital of the semi-
autonomous Kurdish region,
said they had voted “yes” to

secure their rights as a nation.

“We have a language. We
have a history. We have a geog-
raphy. And we have suffered,”
said 73-year-old Saleh Moham-
med, a retired lawyer. “There
have been wars and uprisings,
and after every uprising, nego-
tiations and agreements that
were never implemented.”

At the foot of the ancient cit-
adel in the heart of Erbil, Kurds
dressed in traditional clothing
posed for photographs to mark
the day and children carried the
region’s sun-emblazoned flag.

Polls closed at 6 p.m. local
time, with results expected
around 24 hours after that, ac-
cording to Hendren Hama Salih,
the head of the Kurdish elec-
toral commission organizing
the referendum. Some 3.9 mil-
lion people are eligible to vote,
he added. The vote concluded
with no reports of violence.

Kurdish leaders say a “yes”

vote will give them a strong
mandate to negotiate an ami-
cable separation with Baghdad
over the coming years. But
Iragi Prime Minister Haider al-
Abadi said on Sunday that he
wouldn’t recognize the results
and vowed to take unspecified
measures “to preserve the
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unity of the country.”
For Kurds, however, the ref-
erendum represents a historic

step in a long and bloody
struggle for their own state,
which they were denied when
colonial powers carved up the
region after World War I, dis-
persing them across Iraqg, Tur-
key, Iran and Syria.

Kurds of all political per-
suasions overwhelmingly sup-
port independence and the re-
gion’s main political parties
have urged their followers to
vote yes, even though some
have questioned the timing of
the vote and worry about the
consequences.

The vote won’t automati-
cally trigger independence,
but the U.S. and Middle East-
ern governments say it could
mean the end of a unified Iraq,
destabilizing the greater re-

gion and undermining Iraq’s
fight against Islamic State.

VILGKAIR/OE] 1T IVIALED

The U.S., a backer of Mr.
Abadi, opposes the vote. Rep-
resentatives from the U.S.-led
military coalition to defeat Is-
lamic State have consistently
said the referendum has had
negative effects on the Iraqi
government’s military effort
against the group, drawing its
attention from a campaign tar-
geting the last militant strong-
holds in the country.

On Sunday, the Baghdad
government of Mr. Abadi de-
manded that the Kurds, whose
region is in the north of Iraq,
hand over control of all air-
ports and border crossings
and urged neighboring coun-
tries to deal only with the fed-
eral government of Irag. It was
unclear how Baghdad would
enforce those demands.

Neighboring Iran and Turkey
have already threatened to pun-
ish the landlocked region with
sanctions. Iran and Turkey fear

—

CAKID |

that any move toward indepen-
dence by Iraq’s Kurds will in-
spire their own Kurdish popula-
tions to seek the same.
Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan in a speech
Monday called the referendum
“null and void and illegitimate,”
threatening to close the Turk-
ish border with the Kurdish re-
gion and halt oil exports
through a pipeline on which the
Kurds depend economically.
—Ben Kesling
contributed to this article.
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Kurdistan’s Independent Oil Boom Comes Under Fire

Iraqi Kurdistan’s indepen-
dence referendum has returned
its renegade oil industry to the

By Benoit Faucon,
Sarah Kemt
and Summer Said

spotlight, prompting Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan to threaten to cut off the
region’s petroleum exports and
Baghdad to call for a de facto
boycott of Kurdish crude,
Kurdistan has built up an in-
dependent oil sector agaihst the
odds, defying Iraq’s central gov-
ernment, which claims control
over the country’s crude reve-
nue. The result is an industry
that accounts for 80% of the
Kurdistan Regional Govern-
ment’s revenue and that exports

nearly 600,000 barrels of oil a
day—about the same as petro-

states like Qatar and Ecuador.

More than half of the re-
gion’s production is exported
through a Turkish pipeline, the
result of a controversial deal in
2013 with Ankara that allowed
the Kurds to bypass Iraq’s state
oil company ahd sell crude in-
dependently. Baghdad has long
complained about the deal, but
international oil companies
now routihely buy Kurdish oil
and sell it abroad.

A move toward Kurdish in-

dependence could change the
equation for Mr. Erdogan, who
has waged a deadly, costly
battle with Kurdish separat-
ists. On Monday, Mr. Erdogan
made a veiled threat to close
the Kurdistan-Turkey pipeline,
saying: “We own the tap, once

we close it, that is done also.”
Mr. Erdogan’s comments

came after the Iragi government
called for all countries to “deal
exclusively” with Baghdad on
oil and other matters. A senior
adviser to the Iragi oil industry
said the government would pur-
sue legal action if the Kurds de-
clared independence.

The Kurdistan Regional
Government didn't respond to
requests to comment. Over the

weekend, Kurdistan’s Ministry
for Natural Resources’ Twitter
page called Baghdad’s oil regu-
lators “corrupt” and accused
the federal government of not
paying the Kurds for o¢il in the
past.

Kurdistan has worked to
improve financial stability in

its 0il sector ahead of the ref-
erendum and tried to settle its
debts with key players.
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New order places

limits on Chad, North
Korea and Venezuelg;
Sudan is cut from list

By Laura MECKLER

WASHINGTON—President
Donald Trump issued a new ban
on entry to the U.S. that applies
a range of restrictions on na-
tionals from eight countries, in-
cluding new targets Chad,
North Korea and Venezuels,

The new restrictions also ap-
ply to five of the six countries
covered by the previous travel
ban—Iran, Libya, Syria, Yemen
and Somalia, The African coun-
try of Sudan was subject to the
original ban but dropped under
the new version after officials
concluded that Sudan meets its
vetting standards.

The previous order expired
Sunday. The new rules take ef-
fect Oct, 18, Countries that
were subject to an earlier ver-
sion will operate under the old
rules until then,

The new rules vary by
country, with some nations
facing outright travel bans and
others subject to more limited
restrictions, In most cases,
though, the vast majority of
potential travel to the U.S, will
be hanned, “As president, I

must act to protect the secu-
rity and interests of the
United States and its people,”
Mr, Trump wrote Sunday,

The new order reflects
painful lessons learned follow-
ing intense criticism of two
previgus versions, Mr, Trump’s
first executive order, issued
after just a week in office,
touched off widespread confu-
siorn in airports, protests and a
judicial rebuke, The second
version, in March, allowed for
& phase-in, but it {00 was put
on hold by the courts almost
immediately before the Su-
preme Court allowed a modi-
fied version to take effect,

Administration  officials
were hoping for a calmer re-
ception this time,

Officials also hope the new
list will pvercome charges that
Mr. Trump’s order was an un-
constitutional Muslim ban,
thinly disguised. This time, two
non-Muslim countries were in-
cluded—though neither stands
to be affected by the new rules
in a significant way, North Ko-
rea allows few people to enter
the U.S. 10 begin with, and a
White House official noted that
any North Korean refugees
would be eligible for waivers.
Venezuela's restrictions are be-
ing applied only to certain gov-
ernment officials and their fam-
ilies, while most other countries
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face sweeping prohibitions.
“The number of Venezue-
lans and North Koreans af-
fected is vanishingly tiny. It’s
still a Muslim han,” said Omar
Jadwat, who brought several
of the court challenges for the
American Civil Liherties Union,
Trump administration offi-
cials say just the threat of a
travel ban persuaded more than
a half-dozen countries to change

their policies and are now coop-
erating more fully with the U.S,
in vetting their citizens.

The new restrictions have
no set end date. Rather, re-
strictions will be added or re-
moved at any time as condi-
tions change, officials said.
The new rules apply only to

prospective visa applicants—
not current visa holders. That
means there is less likely to be
confusion at airports as the
rules take effect, as was the
case after January’s rollout,

Mr, Trump and his support-
ers said the original travel ban
was needed to keep potential
terrorists from entering the
U.S. Critics pointed to Mr,
Trump’s campaign promise to
ban Muslims from entering the
U.S. and said the executive or-
der was driven by unconstitu-
tional prejudice,

Under the order, two coun-
tries—North Korea and Syria—
are subject to a ban on travel
for people seeking 1o migrate
to the U.5. and on those who
just want to visit.
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Hackers penetrate secret Deloitte emails

Cyber-attack ‘impacted’

data of at least six clients
Breach may have exposed

usernames and passwords
Nick Hopkins

One of the world’s big four accountancy
firms hasbeen targeted by a sophisticated
hack that compromised the confidential
ernails and plans of some of its blue-chip
clients, the Guardian can reveal,
Deloitte, whichis registered in London
and has its globzal headquarters in New
York, was the victim of a cybersecurity
attack that went unnoticed for months,
Deloitte, which reported a record
$37bn {£27bn) in revenue last year, pro-
vides auditing, tax consultancy and
high-end cybersecurity advice to some of
the world’s biggest banks, multinational
companies, media enterprises, pharma-
ceutical firms and government agencies.
The Guardian understands that
Delqitte clients in all of these sectors had
material in the company email system that
was breached. The companies include
household names as well as US govern-
ment departments. So far, six of Deloitte’s
clients have been told their information
was “impacted”, Deloitte’s internal
review into the incident is continuing.
The Guardian understands Deloitte
discovered the hack in March this year,
but it is believed the attackers may have
had access toits systems since October or
November2016. The hackercompromised
the firm’s global email server through
an “administrator’s account” that, in
theory, gave them privileged, unrestricted
“access tozllareas”. The account required
only a single password and did not have
two-step verification, sources said.
Emails to and from Deloitte’s 244,000
staff were stored in the Azure cloud ser-
vice, which was provided by Microsoft.
This is Microsoft’s equivalent tc Amazon
Web Service and Google’s Cloud Platform.

In addition to emails, the Guardian
understands the hackers had poten-
tial access to usernames, passwords, IP
addresses, architectural diagrams for
businesses and health informaton. Some
emails had attachments with sensitive
security and design details. The breach
is believed to have been US-focused and
was regarded as so sensitive that only a
handful of Deloitte’s mostsenior partners
and lawyers were informed.

The Guardian has been told the inter-
nalinquiry into howithappened hagbeen
codenamed Windham, It has involved
specialists trying to map out exactly
where the hackers went by analysing the
electronic trail of the searches made.

Theinvestigating teamisunderstood to
have been working from the firm’s offices
in Rosslym, Virginia, where anzalysts have
beenreviewing pctentially compromised
documents for six menths, It has yet to
establish whether a lone welf, business
rivals or state-sponsored hackers were
responsible.

Sources said that if the hackers had
beenunable tocover theirtracksitshould
be possible to see where they went and
what they compromised, by regenerating
their queries. But thiskind cf reverse engi-
neering is not foclproof.

A measure of Deleitte’s concern came
on 27 April when it hired the US law firm
Hogan Lovells toreview “a possible cyber-
security incident”. The firm was retained
to provide “legal advice and assistance
to Deloitte LLP, the Deloitte Central Enti-
tiesand other Deloitte Entities” about the
potential fallout from the hack.

Responding to questions from the
Guardian, Deloitte confirmed it had been
the victim of a hack but insisted that only
a small number of its clients had been
“impacted”. It would not be drawn on how
many of its clients had data made poten-
tizlly vulnerable by the breach.

The Guardian was told an estimated 5m
emails werein the “cloud” and could have

been accessed by the hackers. Deloitte
said the number of emails at risk was a
fraction of this number.

A spokesman said: “In response to a
cyber incident, Deloitte implemented
its comprehensive security protocol and
began an intensive and thorough review
including mobilising a team of cyber-
security and confidentiality expertsinside
and outside of Deloitte,

“As part of the review, Deloitte has
been in contact with the very few clients
impacted and notified governmental
authorities and regulators. The review
has enabled us to understand what infor-
mation was at risk and what the hacker
actually did, and demonstrated that no
disruption has occurred to client busi-
nesses, to Deloitte’s ability to continue to
serve clients, or to consumers.

“We remain deeply committed to
ensuring that our cybersecurity defences
are best in class, to investing heavily in
protecting confidential information and
to continually reviewing and enhancing
cybersecurity, We will continue to evalu-
ate this matter and take additional steps
as required.

“Qur review enabled us te determine
what the hacker did and what informa-
tion was at rigk as a result, That amount
isa very small fraction of the amount that
has been suggested.”

Deloitte declined tc say which govern-
ment authorities and regulators it had
informed, or when, or whetherit had con-
tacted law enforcernent agencies.

The breach is a deep embarrassment
for Deloitte, which offers potential clients
advice on how to manage the risks posed
by sophisticated cybersecurity attacks.

In 2012 it was ranked the best cyber-
security consultant in the world.

244000

The number of Deloitte staff. Emails to
and fram them were stored In the Azure
cloud service, provided by Microsoft
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France Macron’'s grand plan needs Berlin

Angelique Chrisafis Paris

TheFrench president, Emmanuel Macron,
istopressahead withamajorspeechtoday
setting out plans to “rebuild” the EU,
despite fears that a new coalition govern-
ment in Berlin could limit his ambiticns.

The German chancellor, Angela Mer-
kel, who in recent months had cautiously
warmed to Macron’s proposed radical
overhaul of the eurozone, won a fourth
term in office this weekend. But she faces
difficult talks with smaller parties in the
face of opposition from the emboldened
far-right, anti-Europe Alternative fir
Deutschland (AfD) party.

The prospect of Merkel sharing power
in a coalition with the pro-business Free
Democratic party could create preblems
for Macron’s plans for deeper integration
of the eurozone, withashared budgetand
finance minister,

Christian Lindner, the FDP leader,
remains fiercely critical of Macron’sideas,
and hours after the electicn result said he
would put the brakes on with “red lines”
against Macren’s plans for a single euro-
zone budget,

Lindner sought to hammer home Ger-
man taxpayers’ fears that a more inte-
grated eurozone with its own budget
would mean Germany being made to pay
forbillsleftunpaid in other states, naming
France and Italy. “For us, it’s unimagina-
ble” he said.

The Greens, the other potential German
coalition partner with Merkel, arein prin-

ciple closer to scme of Macron’s views,
But with the FDP as a partner and the AfD
pushing back loudly in parliament, the
prospect of Merkel selling deeper Euro-
pean integration to her coalition and the
wider publiclocks far more challenging,

The centrist Macron, who was elected
in May against Marine Le Pen of the far-
right Front Nationzl, has staked his presi-
dency on an overhaul of the EUand closer
eurozone cooperation after Brexit,

Macron maintains that his “historic
reconstruction of Europe and the euro-
zone” - designed to reconcile the EUwith
disgruntled citizens after a decade of
financial and immigration problems - is
urgent, not least to stem rising far-right
parties. But he cannot move without Ger-
many’s agreement.

The French president willmakehiskey
speech at Sorbonne University in Paris,
in which he is expected to give a road-
map fleshing out his ideas for the EU and
shoring up the euro, including a separate
budget, a finance ministry and a European
monetary fund. The mood in Paris was
one of determination. A French official
said: “Now is the moment to explicitly set
out what France wants to do.”

Some have questicned the wisdom
of France forcing the EU issue on to the
table during German coalition talks, But
the view in Paris is that Macron’s detailed
explanations should counterany negativ-
ity in Berlin.

Macron, who is fiercely pro-European,

was elected after a clear and constantly
repeated promise to transform the EU
handin hand with Germany, but there was
far less talk of the future shape of the bloc
in the German election campaign,

German politicians are aware that the
unemployment rate in France of almost
10% is more than twice that in Germany,
raising the concern that any eurozone
budget transfers would go one way.

If Macron is to get Berlin on boeard,
he must convince it that he is delivering
domestic structural reforms toloosen the
labour market and reduce unemployment.

In Parisian diplomatic circles, many
have beenkeen 1o stress that evenifthere
are disagreements, it does not mean the
powerful France-Germany partnership
will not work,

Paradoxically, the Franco-German
motor of Europe has often worked best
when leaders of opposite political persua-
sions have been in power.
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Kurds defy warnings in ballot on independence

Iran, Iraq and Turkey fear
for stability of borders

International community

wanted vote cancelled
Martin Chulov Kirkuk

Thousands of peoplein the Kurdish region
of northern Iraq cast votes yesterday in a
referendum billed as a first step towards
independence from Baghdad, defying re-
gional demands that the ballot be aban-
doned and international fears that the
outcome could spark violence.

More than 80% of registered voters cast
ballotsinapoll thatmany felt transcended
the demands of Iraq’s Kurdish north and
buttressed the cause of Kurds across
the region.

Leaders in Erbil had tried to confine
aspirations to the Kurdish Regional Gov-
ernment’s (KRG) boundaries in Iraq.
However, Iran, Turkey and Baghdad
vehemently denied this was happening,
fearing that the ballot will instead provide
momentum torestive Kurdish movements
within theirbordersand potentially prove
destabilising. All three yesterday issued
bellicose warnings of border closuresand
potential conflict.

Iraq’s parliament debated sending
troopsintodisputed areas south of Kirkuk,
which were contentiouslyincluded in the
referendum. In the multi-ethnic oil city,
Kurdish areas were brimming with vot-

Women celebrate the referendum, which has prompted fears of wider Kurdish action Photograph: Ahmad Al-Rubaye/AFP

ers, many wearing celebratory clothes or
traditional costume.

“This is better [than the Islamic fes-
tivals],” said Abdul Kareem Kakarash,
a blacksmith, 62. “It is the best day of
my life.”

“I hope that the west will see this asa
historic day,” said his relative Mala Rasul
Mamish, 40, “and not just the project of
one political party. It is much more than
that. So much of our blood has been spilt
for being Kurds. The Iraqi government
has done to us things that even infidels
wouldn’t do”

The ballotis widely expected todeliver
an overwhelming yes toindependence-a
boost for the de facto Kurdish president,
Masoud Barzani, who had invested much
ofhis political capitalin theindependence
drive. Barzani repeatedly ignored calls
from neighbours, the US, Britain, the EU,
UN and Arab League that he abandon the
voteinfavourof more talks with Baghdad.

The Turkish president, Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, said he could cut a pipeline
allowing Iraq’s Kurds to export oil to the
world - much of it from Kirkuk - generat-
ing a large swath of the KRG’srevenue.

Althoughthereferendumresultisnon-
binding, Iraq’s central government views
itasapotential trigger for disintegration of
the fragile state, which has been battered
by 14 years of war and instability, the past
three of which have been consumed by
battling Islamic State.

Barzani’s calculation was that the fight

,»

WURDISTA

with the terror group gave him leverage
that he would not otherwise have had.
However, Baghdad seems less inclined
than ever to offer concessionsin the wake
ofaresult that ostensibly moves the semi-
autonomous north further from its orbit
and adds new complications to already
stalled deals on oil and revenue-sharing.

Kirkuk, contested for centuries
between Kurds, Arabs and Turkmen,
looms as a flashpoint in coming months,
with Shia militias loyal to Iran and Bagh-
dad sitting just to the south of the city.

In the city itself, Hasiba Abdullah, 51,
who supervised a polling station, said:
“It’s a dream come true for everyone.
We want the Kurdish flag to rise over all
our communities here. They will all be
included. We are ready to set aside all
disputes and take our place in the global
community. We want tosee our flag at the
United Nations.”

Initial poll results are expected on
Tuesday, and the official results will be
announced later in the week.

Additional reporting: Mohammed Rasool
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Merkel must strike a
deal. Europe’s future
depends on it
Natalie Nougayrede

We obsess about the far right. But who ends up in
Germany's ruling coalition is far more important

his German election mat-
ters greatly to the whole
of Europe, not just to
Germany alone. Its re-
sults, and what emerges
now, will determine
much of what can or
cannot be accomplished
to rejuvenate a 60-year-old European
project that has, in recent years, often
looked as if it was on crutches. The Ger-
man far right’s entrance into the Bun-
destag is worrying, but it risks being the
only thing many beyond Germany will
pay attention to, and that in turn means
we may miss the full impact for Europe
of Germany’s vote.

First, however raucous the AfD
may be, the centre ground has held in
Germany. That Angela Merkel has been
re-elected, after more than 1 million ref-
ugees arrived in the country, says some-
thing about its stability and resilience.
Remember that Marine Le Pen gained
21% in the first round of the French pres-
idential elections, in a country that took
in only a tiny fraction of the migrants
who arrived in Europe in 2015-16.

The key story from the German
election has yet to unfold: with Merkel
set for another term, the suspense
now centres on her search for a new
coalition. The outcome of the negotia-
tions will have a much bigger effect on
Europe’s prospects than the noise sur-
rounding the AfD. Indeed, the task of
anchoring western liberal democracy
will to a large extent depend on the
dynamics of Germany’s coalition.

If, like me, you take the view that in
the era of Donald Trump, Europe has a
key role to play in preserving the liberal
international order, and if you also rec-
ognise that the historic heart of the EU is
the so-called Franco-German “engine”,
then a simple conclusion arises: it is
essential that Merkel and Emmanuel
Macron find a common path towards
what they have called a rekindling, or
“renaissance”, of the European project.
At the centre of this effort stands the
need to reform eurozone governance.

To be convinced of how important the
single currency is, remember that the
roots of Europe’s populist moment go

back to the eurozone crisis. Anti-estab-
lishment and anti-EU parties emerged
for the first time in the 2014 European
parliament elections - this was before
the migration crisis reached its peak.

The reasons for the populist surge
vary from one country to another. In
Germany, the lingering east-west divide
adds a specific ingredient - but even
with today’s eurozone economic indica-
tors having notably improved, it is hard
to dispute that eurozone mismanage-
ment and faulty construction took a
severe toll on the continent’s politics.

So can the single currency’s two
heavyweights, France and Germany, see
eye to eye on how to proceed? Macron
has called for the creation of a eurozone
finance minister and budget. German
scepticism towards some of the French
ideas is well known. There are diver-
gences among Germany’s mainstream
political parties, and this is where
Merkel’s coalition intentions - and
what kind of domestic agreement she
can reach - will be crucial.

When it comes to Macron’s plans,
the German social democrats (SPD)
are supportive, but they have so far
discounted the idea of pursuing a
“grand coalition” with Merkel. The
Greens, whom the chancellor is likely
to turn to as part of a potential new
governing team, also support Macron’s
plans, with some enthusiastic voices
even suggesting that Germany needn’t
wait for France’s domestic reforms to
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The
German
election
was by far
the most
important
political
event for
Macron
since his
election

pass before moving forward together on
deepening European monetary union.
he pro-business FDP
liberals, however, have
strong doubts about
eurozone integration.
On Sunday, the FDP
leader Christian Lindner
made that opposition
clear: “€60bn directly
for France and Italy? Inconceivable!”
he said. It doesn’t help that if the FDP
enters government, Lindner will report-
edly want the position of finance min-
ister. Parts of Merkel’s own CDU/CSU
grouping also have doubts about what
France wants to achieve, with some
having called Macron “an expensive
friend” during the campaign.
The German election was by far
the most important political event for
Macron since his election. In the run-
up to Sunday’s vote, he reportedly told
friends: “If the [German] liberals enter
government, I'm done for.” The French
president needs to show French voters
he can get Germany to agree to his
European ambitions.

Merkel is well aware of the stakes.
In her mind, Macron’s success is vital
to rescuing the European project and
ensuring its future. This is the legacy
she will be judged on as she enters her
final term as chancellor. She is of course
an astute political operator, but her
manoeuvring space has shrunk.

The EU was little mentioned during
the German election campaign, yet
these elections were as much about
Europe as about Germany. Today
Macron is due to give a speech on the
future of the EU at the Sorbonne. It’s
tricky timing. He needs to strike the
right balance on eurozone integration,
to avoid making Merkel’s coalition-
building even harder. He would much
prefer the SPD to come on board, but
that now seems to be off the table.
German politics have never mattered
more to the rest of the continent, but
instead of obsessing about the rise of the
far right, we need to study the shape of
the coalition as it emerges.

=

&
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By GARDINER HARRIS

WASHINGTON — After
months of quietly urging the
Trump administration to preserve
the Iran nuclear deal, European
diplomats have begun an ag-
gressive defense of it, warning of
serious consequences if the
United States ignores their con-
cerns.

President Trump denounced
the nuclear agreement in a speech
to the United Nations last week as
an “embarrassment to the United
States.” But he said later that his
real goal was not to scrap the deal
right away but to enlist the Euro-
pean allies who were also signato-
ries of the 2015 agreement in an ef-
fort toughen its provisions.

Responding to his speech, Fed-
erica Mogherini, the European
Union’s foreign policy chief, said
there was “no need to reopen the
agreement because it's fully deliv-
ering.” And she expressed the
near-disbelief among European
officials that Mr. Trump might
walk away from the Iran accord
while trying to resolve an escalat-
ing crisis involving North Korea's
nuclear and missile programs.

“We already have one potential
nuclear crisis,” she said. “We defi-
nitely do not need to go into a sec-

Europe
Stiffens

Its Defense
Of Iran Deal

ond one.”

Preventing Iran from develop-
ing nuclear weapons could be im-
possible should Mr. Trump aban-
don the landmark deal struck by
President Barack Obama and the
leaders of Germany, France, Brit-
ain, China, Russia and Iran. And
Europe is far closer to Iran and at
much greater risk than the United
States should it develop nuclear
weapons.

On Monday, the ambassadors to
the United States from Britain,
France, Germany and the Euro-
pean Union met on a stage at the
Atlantic Council in Washington to
reinforce that message.

Gérard Araud, the French am-
bassador, said that it was not just
the Europeans who refused to re-
negotiate but also Iran as well as
China and Russia. Their position,
he said, was, “‘No way. There
won’t be any reopening of the
agreement. The agreement is
working as it is."”

Should the Uniled States end
the agreement and try to penalize
European companies doing busi-
ness with Iran, David O’Sullivan,
the European Union’s ambassa-
dor, said that Europe could re-
spend with its own measures
against the United States,

“I've no doubt that if this sce-

nario materializes, the European
Union will act to protect the legiti-
mate interests of our companies,”
he said.

For most of this year, Mr. Trump
and America's European allies
have papered over stark differ-
ences on such issues as the Paris
climate accord to preserve some
semblance of Western unity.

But European officials say their
patience with Mr. Trump may be
nearing an end, and they view his
possible abandonment of the Iran
nuclear agreement as a potential
breaking point.

“These problems are on our
doorstep,” Kim Darroch, the
British ambassador, said on Mon-
day, adding: “These issues matter
to us and to our national security
more than vou could imagine.”

Until recently, senior Trump ad-
ministration officials had re-
assured their European counter-
parts that while a comprehensive
review of Iran policy was under-
way, none thought that scrapping
the nuclear deal would be a good
idea, according to European offi-
cials and diplomats.

But in recent weeks, they have
been told that Mr. Trump had told
advisers that he will most likely
refuse next month to certify to
Congress that Iran is in compli-

Ritaglio stampa ad uso esclusivo del destinatario

ance with the deal. In a meeting
last week with Prime Minister
Theresa May of Britain, Mr
Trump said he had made a deci-
sion on the deal but refused to dis-
close what he had settled on.

In a speech three weeks ago ata
conservative rthink tank, Nikki
Haley, the Trump administration’s
ambassador to the United Na-
tians, described in detail how and
why such a decertification could
occur. And she said that European
concerns about such a strategy
would not deter Mr. Trump.

Decertifving the deal would
give Congress 60 days under ac-
celerated legislative provisions to
vote to reimpose sanctions on Iran
and any country doing business
there.

Such a process would force Eu-
rope to accede to the Trump ad-
ministration’'s demands for fear
that “powerful U.S. secondary
sanctions and other instruments
of financial power would force Eu-
ropean banks and companies to
choose between America’s S19 tril-
lion-dollar market and Iran’s $400
billion one,” said Mark Dubowitz,
chief executive of the Foundation
for Defense of Democracies, a
prominent critic of the Iran deal.
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CARRICK-ON-SHANNON JOURNAL

Kurds of County Leitrim: Refugees Call an Irish Town Home

By MEGAN SPECIA

CARRICK-ON-SHANNON,
Ireland — A bold black-and-red
sign announces Jamshid Gha-
fur’s business — “Kurdish Bar-
ber” — up a narrow flight of
stairs just off the main street of
Carrick-on-Shannon in western
Ireland.

Here, patrons have their hair
trimmed under the watchful eyes
of the famed Irish fighter Conor
McGregor, whose poster hangs
high on a wall. On the opposite
wall hangs a Kurdish [lag, the
décor a simultaneous nod to Mr.
Ghatfur’s homeland and the town
where he lives.

“I am happy with this small
business,” he said as he gestured
around the shop with pride. “1
feel like home here.”

Mr. Ghafur, 37, is part of a
thriving group of Kurds who
adopted this small town as their
own after a United Nations-
supervised refugee resettlement
program brought them here
more than a decade ago.

Kajal Allakarami, 29, was 17
when she arrived. “We said it
was like heaven when we came,”
she said, as she bounced her own
daughter on her knee while
sitting on a cushion at the floor of
her mother’s home. The smell of
a spiced beel and chickpea stew
cooking in the Kitchen filled the
room.“Maybe it wasn't our ways,
mayhe it wasn't our traditions,”
she said, “but the way they re-
spected us was huge.”

In 2005 and 2006, around 100
Kurdish refugees, most Muslim,
arrived in Carrick-on Shannon,
population 5,000, plucked from
decades of displacement.

Now, Kurdish-owned busi-
nesses have opened in town, one
of the county’s top players in the
traditional Irish sport of hurling
is a Kurdish man, and Nowruz
celebrations are held to mark the
Kurdish new year. The number of
Kurds has grown as members of
the first wave married and had
children.

The group of families who
settled here originally fled the
Kurdish region of Tran in 1979
because of political persecution,
and found relative safety across
the border in Iraq, where some
lived for nearly 25 years in Al
Tash, a refugee camp.

They fled again in 2003, when
the Iraq War forced them into a
no man’s land at the border with
Jordan. They were stuck there
for three years before the United
Nations resettled them.

Ms. Allakarami arrived in
Carrick-on-Shannon with her
parents, Fawzieh Amiri and Aziz
Allakarami, and her six siblings
— all thrust abruptly into the
parochial life of a small Irish
town. None spoke English.

The government provided
social welfare and language
courses for the adults, while the
children enrolled in the local
schools. Volunteers brought food
and clothes, Mrs. Amiri said.
Among them was Nora Burke, a

Roman Catholic nun, who visited
Mrs. Amiri weekly to help her
practice English.

Still, the adjustment was not
easy. Sister Nora said some
locals resented the state-funded
support the Kurds received.

“Carrick-on-Shannon was not
prepared,” she said. “They just
arrived and some in Carrick
thought: ‘God, who are these
people? Where did they come
from? What are they here for?’”

“People say to me, ‘Oh, they
integrated so well,” she said,
“but they struggled to no end.”

Shortly after the Kurds ar-
rived, the local gaelscoil, which
conducts classes in Irish, found
its enrollment increasing. Many
in town said it had less to do with
any particular interest in the
language than with the influx of
the Kurds, as well as a wave of
Latvian and Polish students at
the other primary schools in
town.

Also, jobs in a small county
like Leitrim are scarce at the
best of times, and for the newly
arrived Kurds, the added barrier
of a new language and culture
made the search for employment
more difficult.

But bit by bit, the Kurds estab-
lished themselves.

Mrs. Amiri’s family lives in a
modest home in a housing estate
on the outskirts of the town, the
air inside thick with the smell of
spices walfting from the kitchen.
The family now includes Khomar,
11, born shortly after they arrived
in lreland. Mrs. Amiri affection-
ately calls him her “little Irish
man.”

Her husband takes pride in the
small patch of land behind their

home, where he grows potatoes
and tomatoes. He still struggles
with the language, but his wife
has enough English to work at
Cryan’s, a local hotel and pub.
He’s now the primary home-
maker, a stark role reversal in
their traditional culture.

“I'd like to understand this
country,” Mrs. Amiri said of how
she has embraced this new life.

For, members of the younger
generation, resettlement has
been a complex process of not
just understanding [reland but of
coming to terms with their Kurd-
ish and Irish identities.

Zemnako Moradi used sports
to bridge the divide. Named after
a mountain in Iraqi Kurdistan,
but dubbed Zak when he came to
Carrick-on-Shannon at age 11, he
began training with the local
Gaelic Athletic Association al-
most as soon as he arrived. He
found his stride in hurling.

“It’s a small community,” Mr.
Moradi said, crediting the club
with helping him adjust to life off
the field and opening pathways
for jobs and socializing. “You all
stick together”

He has since moved to Dublin
— where he has picked up the
thick accent of the city — but still
calls Carrick-on-Shannon home
and competes with Leitrim’s
county hurling team.

Some found the adjustment
more difficult. Jabar Azizi and
his twin brother were 16 when
their family arrived.

“My age group, it was really,
really difficult for us,” Mr. Azizi
said. “Even though I was in
Ireland, my mind was some-
where else.”

Still, he made it through
school, and credits the small
town.

“They respected us and our
religion,” Mr. Azizi said. “They
respected the way we wanted to
live.”

Mr. Azizi plays soccer a few
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times a week with other Kurdish old’s funeral cortege passed by. “When he passed away, we
men at a small field in Carrick’s “To be honest, we didn't expect  saw all the community from
Aura Leisure Center. He has his that with our brother,” Mr. Azizi Carrick-on-Shannon gathering in
own business; he owns a car- said. “His death really touched my house,” Mr. Azizi said. “It is
wash in a nearby town. everyone,” something I will never forget in
But it took tragedy for the Strangers visited his home, the years to come; it is some-
Azizi family and the rest of the and rallied around the family, thing I will tell my son about.”

Kurdish community to know they  bringing food and offering condo-
had found a true home with their  lences. The family bonded with

new Irish neighbors. Joe and Rosie Dolan, owners of

In March 2012, Jalal Azizi, the Bush Hotel, who had lost
Jabar’s twin, was swimming with  their own son a year earlier. A
friends in the Shannon river year later, they were there when
during a rare warm snap when the town planted an oak sapling
he got into difficulty and to honor Jalal. A small plaque in
drowned. The whole town was a riverside park now memori-
shaken. Shops shut their doors alizes the young man.

and residents lined the road to
pay their respects as the 2l-year-

PHOTOGRAPHS BY PAULO NUNES DOS SANTOS FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES
Jabar Azizi with his wife, Surat Ahmed, and their children at home in Carrick-on-Shannon. He was part of a group of Kurdish refu-
gees who were resettled over a decade ago. Referring to local residents, Mr. Azizi said, “They respected the way we wanted to live.”
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Iraqi Kurds Vote on Independence, Angering Neighbors and U.S.

By DAVID ZUCCHINO

ERBIL, Irag — Asjubilant Traqi
Kurds celebrated their vote Mon-
day on independence from Iraq,
shooting off fireworks and parad-
ing in cars festooned with Kurdish
flags late into the night, their
neighbors conducted military ex-
ercises on the region’s borders,
raising the threat of military inter-
vention if it secedes.

The vote played out on a his-
toric day for several million Kurds
in northern Iraq, and was a pivotal
moment in the Kurdish dream of a
politically independent state.

While officials said the vote
would not be tabulated until at
least Tuesday, 1t was expected to
be overwhelmingly in favor of in-
dependence for Iraqi Kurdistan,
the semiautonomous region in
northern Iraq.

Despite the celebrations, the
vote may come at a steep political
cost to the Kurds.

It proved highly provocative for
Turkey, Iran and Iraq, whose re-
sponses are likely to roil the re-
gion in the coming days, stirring
the very turmoil that the United
States hoped to avoid when it
pressured the Kurds to call off the
vote.

The White House has warned
that a Kurdish move toward inde-
pendence could set off ethnic con-
flict, and that it could fracture Iraq
and undermine the American-led
coalition against the Islamic State,
also known as ISIS. “We hope for a
unified Iraqg to annihilate ISIS, and
certainly a unified Iraq to push
back on Iran,” the White House
spokeswoman, Sarah Huckabee
Sanders, said Monday.

The wvote has strained Iraqi
Kurdistan’s relations with the
United States, which relies heav-
ily on Kurdish fighters to assist
the American-led coalition
against Islamic State militants.
The region, which is landlocked, is
vulnerable to growing threats of
sanctions along its borders.

Turkey and Iran, which fear
that the vote will foment unrest
among their own Kurdish minor-
ities, are conducting military ex-
ercises on their borders with Iraq
near Kurdistan. Late Monday,
Iraq’s defense ministry an-
nounced joint maneuvers with
Turkey.

Kurdish voters did not seem to
care.

“When | voted, [ didn’t think for
one second of Turkev or I[ran and

their threats,” said Rashid Ali, 61, a
retiree who voted at a public
school on Monday morning. “I'm
not worried about them.”

Kurdish officials said Monday
night that the turnout among 3.9
million registered voters was 72
percent and that it was expected
to rise as counting continued at
more than 1700 voting stations.

A convincing “yes” vote would
not lead to immediate independ-
ence, but it would set in motion
moves toward statehood and to-
ward negotiations with Baghdad.

Reporting was contributed by
Kamil Kakol, Mohammed Mah-
mud and Alissa J. Rubin from Er-
bil; Falih Hassan from Baghdad;
Carlotta Gall from Istanbul and
Clifford Krauss from Houston.
Iraqi officials, however, have
called the referendum unconstitu-
tional and vowed to ignore the re-
sults. They fear losing a third of
the country — and a major source
of oil — should Kurdistan break
away.

Iraqi officials were also angered
that the referendum included resi-
dents of ethnically mixed, dis-
puted areas controlled by Kurdish
pesh merga forces but claimed by
Iraq.

Vice President Nuri Kamal al-
Maliki called the referendum “a
declaration of war on the unity of
the Iraqi people.”

Iraq's Parliament voted Mon-
day to ask Prime Minister Haider
al-Abadi to dispatch Iraqi troops
toward disputed areas and to
close land crossings leading into
areas controlled by the Kurdistan
Regional Government. Mr. Abadi
is expected to discuss those issues
with Parliament on Wednesday.

Baghdad also demanded that
the Kurdish government surren-
der control of its international bor-
der posts and give up revenue
from its lucrative crude oil ex-
ports to Turkey, the Kurdish re-
gion’s largest single source of in-
come.

In Turkey, President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan threatened possi-
ble military intervention and
warned that his country could
shut down a pipeline that runs
from Iraqi Kurdistan into Turkey.
Referring to a Turkish interven-
tion in Syria last year, Mr. Erdo-

gan suggested that Turkey could
take similar action in Iraq. “We
may enter at night without warn-
ing,” he said.

Mr. Erdogan also said that a
border crossing from Turkey into
northern Irag had been closed in
one direction, and that Turkey
planned to shut it down entirely.

At Traqg's request, Tehran halted
flights on Sunday between Iran
and the two international airports
inside Iraqi Kurdistan. Kurds now
worry that Baghdad will close
airspace over the region.

Given the shared economic in-
terests of all parties in the referen-
dum dispute, it is difficult to pre-
dict how the confrontation will
play out if the Kurds continue to
aggressively pursue their inde-
pendence ambitions after the
vote.

Still, Turkey’s threat to close the
oil pipeline was particularly wor-
risome to the Kurdish leadership.
Kurdistan sends 550,000 barrels a
day through the pipeline, earning
the region roughly S8 billion a
year.

Just a week before the referen-
dum, the giant Russian oil com-
pany Rosneft and the Kurdish Re-
gional Government signed a deal
to build a natural gas pipeline to
Turkey, which would be a likely
conduit to European markets by
2020. The pipeline will have a ca-
pacity to ship 30 billion cubic me-
ters of gas per year, many times
more than Kurdistan now
produces and equivalent to more
than half of Turkey's annual de-
mand.

On Sunday, the Kurdish region’s
president, Massoud Barzani, said
the Kurds® “partnership” with
Iraq was over. He said Iraq’s
Kurds could no longer tolerate liv-
ing in a “theocratic, sectarian
state,” areference to Iran’s consid-
erable influence on Mr. Abadi's
government, which is dominated
by Shiite Muslims.

“From now on, Kurdistan will
be a neighbor of Iraq, but not part
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of it,” Mr. Barzani said.

The most contentious of the dis-
puted areas is Kirkuk, an oil-rich
city inhabited by Arabs, Kurds,
Turkmens and smaller ethnic
groups. Pesh merga forces cap-
tured the city and surrounding ar-
eas after Iraqi troops fled an Is-
lamic State assault in 2014.

A government official in Kirkuk
said late Monday that voter turn-
out was 80 to 90 percent in Kurd-
ish neighborhoods of Kirkuk, but
less than 10 percent in Arab and
Turkmen areas. The police
blocked streets to vehicle traffic
after Kurdish voters drove
through Kurdish areas of the city,
celebrating the voting.

Turnout will be an important
gauge of the depth of opposition to
the vote among many Kurds.
Some Kurds who favor independ-
ence eventually say the region yet
lacks the democratic institutions
for nationhood. They are part of a
significant contingent - including

a “No For Now™ movement - that
opposes Mr. Barzani, and accuses
his government of corruption, in-
competence and nepotism. They
were expected to signal their dis-
pleasure by staying home.

The United States has signifi-
cant military and intelligence as-
sets in Iraqi Kurdistan. Kurds are
counting on relations with the
United States to continue as usual
once the referendum is completed
and the rhetoric becomes less
hearted.

Mr. Barzani has said he is ready
to begin negotiations with Bagh-
dad over borders, security ar-
rangements, oil income and other
mutual interests, even if it takes
two years or more.

Hoshyar Zebari, a former Iraqi
foreign minister and a leader of
the referendum effort, has

stressed that the region will look
no different the day after the vote
than it did before.

“The sun will rise in the east
and we willnegotiate,” he said Sat-
urday. “Statehood takes time.”
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As Syrian War Drags On, Assad’s Grip Tightens

By BEN HUBBARD

BEIRUT, Lebanon — Although
Syria’s bloody six-year war is far
from over,one result is already be-
coming clear: President Bashar
al-Assad looks as though he is
here to stay.

On the battlefield, no one re-
mains who is willing and able to
topple him. The rebel forces are
waning, and President Trump has
canceled the C.ILA, program that
provided them with arms and sup-
port. The Islamic State, with its
own agenda to rule Syria as a ca-
liphate, is being routed from its
strongholds.

Regional powers, foreign offi-
cials and Syrians themselves are
increasingly operating as il he will
rule for years to come, albeit over
a greatly reduced country. His al-
lies have begun to trumpet what
they see as their impending vic-
tory, and his government is talk-
ing about rebuilding a shattered
country, hosting an international
trade fair last month and signing a
deal with Tran to rebuild its power
grid.

Even some longtime rebel sup-
porters have grown war-weary
and started to embrace the inev-
itable.

Since the government re-
claimed control of the mountain

town of Madaya after a prolonged
siege, life there has improved for
those who remained. The snipers
left, electricity returned, food ap-
peared in markets. Cafes re-
opened and people starting going
out.

“We are sick of the war” a
teacher there said via instant
message, speaking on the condi-
tion of anonymity so as not to be
targeted for her past opposition to
the government. “We want to live

peacefully and
safe, and we
can’tdo that un-
less we are with
the regime.”
These devel-
opments do not
suggest that
Mr. Assad has
an  easy roacd
ahead. He re-
mains a pariah
in much of the world, presiding
over a blasted, divided land. If he
emerges victorious, he is likely to
be left with a weak state that is be-
holden to foreign powers and
lacks the resources to rebuild.

But his endurance has serious
ramifications for the country and
for the Middle East, affecting the
prospects of Syria’s future stabil-
ity, of refugees to return home and

of the Syrian government to tap
international funds to rebuild its
destroyed cities.

It is also a grim, late act in the
Arab Spring uprisings that broke
out in 2011. While protests and
armed insurrections removed
from power the leaders of Tunisia,
Egypt, Libya and Yemen, Mr. As-
sad has remained, despite wield-
ing tremendous violence against
his people.

Mr. Assad himselfl has acknowl-
edged the toll of the war, but ar-
gued that it has purified the state
by eliminating threats to the na-
tion and uniting Syrians around a
shared project.

“We lost the best of our youth
and our infrastructure,” he told a
conference in Damascus, Syria’s

Continued on Page A8

Bashar
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As Syrian War Drags On, Assad’s Grip on Power Seems Tighter Than Ever

From Page Al

capital, last month. “[t cost us a lot
of money and a lot of sweat, for
generations. But in exchange, we
won a healthier and more homo-
geneous society in the true sense.”

Syria’s conflict began in 2011
with a popular uprising against
Mr. Assad. which his security
forces sought to suppress with
overwhelming force. The opposi-
tion took up arms, and the United
States, Saudi Arabia and others
endorsed the rebels’ cause, back-
ing them politically and giving
them arms and cash.

Now, Mr. Assad has succeeded
in dispelling the rebel threat,
largely because of the steadfast fi-
nancial and military support of his
foreign backers.

His government controls Syr-
ia’s largest cities and most of its
remaining people, who generally
live in better conditions than those
elsewhere in the country. His al-
lies — Russia, Iran and Hezbollah

— have stood by him, bolstering
his depleted military and helping
it advance.

The rebels, a disparate col-
lection of factions with varying
ideologies, never managed (o
form a unified front, or to convince
all Syrians that they would create
a better future. Extremists linked
to Al Qaeda joined their ranks, and
their territory has shrunk as their
backers have abandoned them to
focusonlighting the Islamic Stale.

“The Syrian regime is now the

Hwaida Saad and Nada Homsi
contributed reporting from Beirut,
and Karam Shoumali from Istan-
bul.

furthest from being toppled,” said
Bassam Alahmad, executive di-
rector of Syrians for Truth and
Justice, a human-rights monitor-
ing group based in Turkey. “Fewer
powers are interested in making
that happen than was the case
near the beginning of the Syrian

war.”

But Mr. Assad is in many ways a
limited head of state.

Much of Syria's territory re-
mains out of his hands, and for-
eign powers have carved out
spheres of influence, undermining
his claim to rule all of Syria.

Turkish forces allied with local
rebels hold territory in the north,
and the United States is working
with Kurdish and Arab fighters
against the Islamic State in the
east.

Even in areas nominally under
Mr. Assad’s control, Russia, Iran,
Hezbollah and local militias em-
powered by the war often exercise
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greater control than the Syrian
state. And Russia has taken the
lead in Syria's international diplo-
macy, negotiating safe zones with
foreign powers around the coun-
try to try to stop the violence.

The war’s toll has been tremen-
dous and could be aburden on Mr.
Assad and his allies for decades to
come.

A recent report by the World
Bank put the country’s lost eco-
nomic output during the first six
yvears of the war at $226 billion,
four times its gross domestic
product in 2010, before the conflict
began. And while images of Syr-
ia's destroyed cities have become
common symbols of the war's toll,
the cost of unseen factors like bro-
ken social trust and shattered so-
cial networks could outstrip that
of the physical damage many
times over, Harun Onder, the re-
port’s lead author, said in an inter-
view.

“As the conflict continues, it is
not only the physical destruction,
but also that the degradation in
the social fabric intensifies,” he
said.

Merely by staying in power, Mr.
Assad could hinder reconstruc-
tion.

Officials in the United States
and Europe still hope that Mr. As-
sad will leave office in an eventual
political agreement, but they have
vowed not to reward him for his
brutality and rampant human
rights violations if he stays by
helping rebuild the country.

Other countries that support
Mr. Assad could help, but their re-
sources are limited. Iran and Rus-

MOHAMMED BADRA/FUROPEAN PRESSPHOTO AGENCY

sia are under international sanc-
tions, their economies hurting
from low oil prices.

Last month, the government
held an international trade fair in
Damascus for the first time since
2011, welcoming companies from
Iran, Iraq, Russia, Venezuela and
elsewhere. Among the new deals
signed were ones for the importa-
tion of 200 buses from Belarus and
contracts to export 50,000 tons of
produce.

Mr. Assad's hold on power could
also affect the return of refugees, a
critical issue for neighboring
states,

About half of Syria's people
have been displaced by the war,
with more than five million of
them seeking refuge abroad.
Many fled attacks by Mr. Assad's
forces and have no homes to re-
turn to. Others say the situation is
not safe or fear arrest or conscrip-
tion by Mr. Assad’s security
forces.

After years of living in exile,
Bassam al-Malik, a businessman
and former member of the main
exile opposition group, tried to re-
turn to Syria this year to sell off
some of his property. Through an
intermediary, the government
warned him not to return or he
would be detained.

Now he was stuck, he said, be-
tween “the regime and the opposi-
tion.”

Some Syrians have dropped
their opposition and made their
peace with a government that
seems to be winning.

In 2012, Firas al-Khatib, a star
soccer player, told a crowd of

screaming fans that he would not
play for the Syrian national team
“as long as any artillery is shelling
any place in Syria.”

Last month, he returned to Da-
mascus and received a hero’s wel-
come at the airport. “Today, we
are on the land of our homeland
and in the service of our home-
land,” he said.

The team, which s closely relat-
ed to Mr. Assad, is still in the run-
ning to qualify for the 2018 World
Cup.

Other citizens, like the teacher
from Madaya, are happy to sup-
port anyone who can provide ba-
sic security and services.

“We are people who walk where
the winds take us." she said. “Dur-
ing the siege, we were with the
revolution. Now we are hanging
Bashar’s photos and we sing for
him.”

SYRIAN ARAR NFWS AGENCY
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A Syrian fighterin the former Islamic State stronghold of Raqqa on Monday. With the Islamic State losing ground and the rebels on the wane, no one is left who could oust President Bashar al-Assad.
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Far-Right Populists

Complicate the Agenda
Of Merkel and the E.U,

By STEVEN ERLANGER

BERLIN — Angela Merkel's re-
election as chancellor of Germany
was supposed to be the capstone
of a year in which Europe did bet-
ter than anticipated in holding off
a populist surge, especially after
the new French president, Em-
manuel Macron, won so decisively
over the National Front of Marine
Le Pen.

Instead, the election on Sunday
showed that the alienation with
mainstream consensus politics
has hardly gone away. Support for
centrist parties, including Ms.
Merkel’'s Christian Democrats,
eroded badly, as the far-right Al-
ternative for Germany party re-
ceived 12.6 percent of the vote.

Even if the far right was con-
tained this year, it broke signifi-
cant barriers in Europe’s core,
making it to the final round of the
presidential elections in France
and now shattering a post-World
Waur Il taboo in Germany by enter-
ing the parliament.

It has gained a powerful place
from which to alter European poli-
tics. The far right’s gains in Ger-
many will now complicate not
only the calculations of Ms,
Merkel, the de facto leader of the
European Union, but by extension
the path ahead for the entire bloc.

If populist parties peaked in
2016, at the height of the migration
crisis, “their election results in
2017 are still close to, or even
higher than, their historical top
scores,” said Cas Mudde, a Dutch
political scientist at the University
of Georgia, citing the Party for
Freedom in the Netherlands, the
National Front in France and now
the Alternative for Germany,
which is widely known by its Ger-
man initials, AfD.

Polls indicate that the same will
be true in Austria, where the Free-
dom Party seems set to enter the
coalition government after next
month's elections.

The far right will be a constant
presence in the minds of Europe’s
leaders if they want to avoid
worse political fallout ahead, even
as the populists may make it hard-

er for Ms. Merkel and Mr. Macron
to come up with solutions that
could keep them at bay.

Compared with Germany, Mr.
Macron faced a far more robust
assault from the far right in
France, but he was able to vault to
power by capturing the center,
creating his own political move-
ment and precipitating the col-
lapse of mainstream parties.

In Germany, many votes for the
AfD were cast in protest against 12
vears of Merkel's pragmatism
about issues like immigration, na-
tional identity and the burdens of
the European Union.

As Mr. Macron himself has
warned, a failure to reform the Eu-
ropean Union, better secure its
borders and [ix the euro currency
will only further feed the far right.

Globalization, the bureaucratic
nature of the European Union and
its inability to protect its borders
and produce thriving economies
inallmember states have led toin-

creased nationalism, anxieties
about national identities and ls-
lamophobia.

But while institutional reform of
the European Union may be vital,
it is harder to sell to increasingly
fragmented national polities, es-
pecially as the center-left parties
lose ground.

“The German elections confirm
the decline of mainstream tradi-
tional parties in Europe to the ben-
efit of insurgents, including Ma-
cron’s En Marche,” said Stefano
Stefanini, a former Italian diplo-
mat based in Brussels.

“A  domestically weakened
Merkel must hold the E.U. togeth-
er and safeguard the trans-Atlan-
tic bond despite an unpredictable
American president, while trying
to forge a strong alliance with Ma-
cron, tame the Visegrad dissi-
dents and bring on board Italy and
Spain, both in choppy waters,” he
said. (The Visegrad countries are
Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland
and Slovakia.)

There is also a danger that Ms.
Merkel will be forced to focus
more domestically as she faces
the absorbing challenge of balanc-
ing what promises o be a new, un-

wieldy and potentially less stable
governing coalition. The decision
of the Macron-friendly Social
Democrats to leave government
and become Germany’s official
opposition means that Ms. Merkel
will now probably have to form a
government with the liberal Free
Democrats as well as with the
Greens,

Oliver Rakau, the chief Euro-
pean economist at Oxford Eco-
nomics, said the closer integration
of European finances sought by
Mr. Macron — and fiercely op-
posed by the Free Democrats —
would be more difficult now.

“There is unlikely to be a large
eurozone budget,” he said. “I think
there will still be progress on Eu-
ropean reform,” including securi-
ty issues.

In any coalition, the Free Demo-

Jack Ewing contributed reporting
from Berlin and Aurelien Breeden
from Paris.

crats, sometimes known as the lib-
erals, will have to make their
mark, said Christoph von
Marschall, the chief diplomatic
carrespondent of the Tagesspie-
gel newspaper.

Toughness on eurozone budget
discipline and opposition to any
fiscal transfers within the euro-
zone are “central points for the lib-
erals, and they will continue to be
hard on this, because this is where
they compete with the AfD,” he
said.

Carsten Brzeski, the chief econ-
omist for Germany and Austria at
ING Bank, said, “It’s a clear cold
shower for Macron.” He added, “It
means a very cumbersome
process of further integration.”

In a call on Sunday night, Mr.
Macron congratulated Ms. Merkel
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on winning a fourth term, and he
said on Twitter that “we resolutely
continue our essential coopera-
tion for Europe and our coun-
tries.”

Mr. Macron is scheduled to
make a speech on Tuesday to
present his reform proposals. But
he should expect little support
from Ms. Merkel for any big ideas
before she forms a government,
which may take until the end of
the year, and only selective sup-
port thereafter.

In a briefing in Paris on Mon-
day, French officials outlining Mr.
Macron's speech were cautious
and short on detail. They insisted
that Mr. Macron was not pressur-
ing the chancellor, but that it was
important to outline French ideas
as Ms. Merkel begins the labori-
ous coalition negotiations.

But it is also possible that Mr.
Macron's early intervention may
backfire in what will already be a
difficult task for Ms. Merkel.

It may be easier for her to sup-
port Mr. Macron's less controver-
sial proposals, like better border
security and turning an existing
eurozone bailout fund into a kind
of European Monetary Fund, as
long as they do not involve new
commitment of funds.

She has already given some
support to Mr. Macron's proposal
of a eurozone finance minister.

But the French and Germans
differ on the responsibilities that

such a minister should have. The
Germans would want a taskmas-
ter to enforce the rules and keep
national budget deficits within the
debt limits required by the euro-
zone. The French want a minister
with flexihility who would control
aeurozone budget financed by the
states — but that is exactly what
Mr. Merkel's likely new coalition
partners, the Free Democrats, op-
pose.

The party’s leader, Christian
Lindner, was blunt on Sunday
night, repeating his opposition to
Mr. Macron’s ideas. Without rul-
ing out all reform, he said that a
eurozone budget that could be
used to send money to France and
Italy “would be unthinkable and a
red line for us.”

Mr. Lindner told journalists be-
fore the election that he would
push for the finance ministry in a
coalition. If he succeeds, it may
produce little change from the
similarly tough-minded Wolfgang
Schauble, who has been Ms.
Merkel’s finance minister.

“Will Lindner be tougher than
Schauble?” asked Hans Kundnani
of the German Marshall Fund.
“Unlikely.”

In the end, Ms. Merkel may
have more trouble with her coali-
tion from her sister party, the Ba-
varia-based Christian Social Un-
ion, which is deeply conservative

and which lost about 10 percent of
its vote from 2013, largely to the
AfD.

With regional elections next
vear, the Christian Social Union
and its leader, Horst Seehofer, will
try to push Ms. Merkel further to
the right on security and migra-
tion issues.

To some degree he blames her
for his poor showing at the ex-
pense of the AfD.

But as Mr. von Marschall
pointed out, Ms. Merkel's move to-
ward the center over the last four
years — on the euro, migration
and same-sex marriage — also
meant that she would not find her-
sell losing to a left-leaning coali-
tion. The sacrifice of conservative
supporters was probably a price
she felt she had to pay to keep her
party in power after so many
years, he said.

The coalition that is likely to re-
sult will be unpopular in eastern
Germany. And it is likely to be un-
stable, given the tensions within
Ms. Merkel’s own party.

Yet unstable coalitions and
early elections are the norm in
most of Europe, Mr. Brzeski said.
“Germany has become a bit more
European.”

In Germany and
France, leaders will
look to avoid fallout
and guide Europe.
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Iravel Ban Draws Anger, Applause and Shrugs

WHEN PRESIDENT TRUMP announced the latest and
most far-reaching version of his travel ban on Sunday,
citing threats to national security posed by letting citi-
zens of specific countries into the country, the White
House said it had come after exhaustive planning. It was
meant to prevent the confusion and chaos that his first
travel ban created at airports, colleges and technology
companies in the United States and at refugee camps
around the world back in January.

A White House official said the new policy was more

narrowly targeted than its precursor, which was swiftly
blocked by the courts. But immigrant and diaspora com-

munities from the affected countries once again reacted
with dismay, and refugee advocates denounced the new
decree as more of the same.

“This is still a Muslim ban,” Becca Heller, the director
of the International Refugee Assistance Project, said in a
statement.

The first travel ban was blocked by federal judges be-
cause it was perceived to discriminate against Muslims;
the Trump administration argued it was a security meas-

CHAD

An Ally Against Militants Asks, “‘Why
Us?'

The addition of Chad to Mr. Trump's travel
ban took that country’s government hy
surprise and bewildered analysts of Central
Alrica,

With a mixed population of Muslims and
Christians, Chad has been a longtime Amer-
ican ally in fighting Islamist militants in the
region, including offshoots of Al Qaeda and
Boko Haram

In a statement, the government expressed
“incomprehension in the face of the official
reasons for this decision, which contrasts
with Chad’s constant efforts and commit-
ments in the figh 1St terrorsm” It
called on President mp ro rethink the
decision, “which has seriously alfected the
image of Chad and the good relations main-
tained by the two countri

In a report last year, the State Department
said that few Chadians join 1errorist groups,
and that the country had tightened its bor-
ders to impede the movements of militants,
but that a financial erisis kept the country
from consistently paying poli nd military
s ies, which presented some risk.

Matthew Page, who was the State Depart-
ment’s expert in the region until last year,
said thar the travel ban for Chad seemed to
be “a Knee-jerk move™ DIONNE SEARCEY

and JAIME YAYA BARRY

SUPPORTERS
Cheers From Trump Backers

Supporters of the president’s national
security agenda cheered the new policy on
‘m excited,” said Louis Murray,
mpaigned for the president in
part of a group of Catholics for
Trump. “I'm excited that the Department of
Homeland Security and the Trump Adminis-
tration has looked very hard al how to use
extreme vetting to keep Americans safe”

Mr. Murray said he viewed the adminis-
on'’s broad travel policies as the best
way to prevent attacks like the Boston
Marathon bombing in 2013, which was car-
ried owt by two beneficiaries of 1he asylum
system. “When vou're talking about the
movement of peopl TOSS national bor-
ders, T don't know how specific you want to
: said.

Jonservative lawmakers alk led the
new travel ban a necessary public safety

“We are a comy nation,”
Representative Lou Barletta, Republican of
Pennsylvama, said in a statement. “Howev-
er, our enemies continuously seek to use our
generosity against us, and the president has
adury to protect the American people first.”

CAITLIN DICKERSON

SOMALI AMERICANS
Dismay Among Immigrants in
Minnesota

Somali-Americans i the Cedar-Riverside
aren of Minneapolis processed the news of
the travel ban as they went about their
business in the rain on Monday, voicing
wariness of an administration that has
frightened them from the start and trying to
learn more about the details of the ban.

Slma Osman, 29, sad she had just put her
three toddlers to bed Sunday evening when
she heard about the travel ban on television,
and the news made her cry. She emigrated
from Somalia a year ago to join her hus-
band, and the new ban seemed to scotch her
dream of bringing her parenis over 1o unite
with her children.

“1 feel lonely” she said, walking to a bus
stop on her way 1o work. “When my chil-
dren grow up, they will feel the pan”

Jamal Hassen student in the Twin
Cities who was n Ethiopia to a Somal
mother, said he worried about her. “Our
moms are going to the mall by themselves.
and get harassed because of their head
scarves — especially after he got elected.”
Mz Hassen said. “It was calm before that.”

Mr: Hassen did not dispure President
Trump’s claim that Somalia’s immigration
officials do not adequately vet extremists.
Some Somali-Americans from the Twin
Cities have been recruited by Islamic extre-
mist groups abroad, but Mr: Hassen said it
was unfair that all Somalis must pav a price.
“We are getting punished for what they
did.” he said. CHRISTINA CAPECCHI

and KIMIKO de FREYTAS-TAMURA

VENEZUELA
Anger at Home, but Emigrés
Are Pleased

Venezuela's foreign ministry blusced the
travel ban on Monday as an “irrational
decision” that “constituted a form of poli-
ucal and psvchological terronsm,” and
asserted that the United States was trying
1o “stigmatize our country using the pretext

ure designed to thwart terrorism. A revised version of

that ban expired on Sunday.
The new third version, which is to take effect on Oct. 18,
adds Chad, North Korea and Venezuela to the list of af-

fected countries and drops Sudan. (The other affected
countries are Iran, Libya, Syria, Yemen and Somalia.)

Different restrictions were imposed on each of the three
additions, depending on the threat they were deemed to
pose. For example, for Venezuela the ban applies only to
visits by certain government officials and their families,
while Somalis are barred from emigrating to the United
States but not from visiting.

of the fight against terrorism.” Venezuela
also said that it would consider retaliating.

But the wravel ban, which would bar busi-
ness and tourism visits to the United States
by “certain Venezuelan government officials
and their immediate family members.” drew
the opposile reaction amoj e s
who have fled the country
power of Hugo Chavez, who died in s
and his ally Nicolas Maduro, the current
president.

Inf Alicia Reyes was nothing short of
ecstatic about the new restrictions.

“Theyv're dogs, rats, the worst in the
world” Ms. Reyes, 53, said of Mr. Maduro
and his party. She moved 1o Weston, in
South Florida, from her native Caracas 18
months ago because of the erosion of social
order there, which she blamed squarely on
the government

NICK MADIGAN, NICHOLAS CASEY
and SOMINI SENGUPTA

IRANIAN-AMERICANS
Thwarted Reunion Plans for Families

In Los Angeles, the large Iranian diasporn
centerad on the Westwood neighborhood
spent Monday morning puzzling over the
ban's porential impact, It had not vet sunk in
with many people that the new decree
would block most Iranians not only from
emigrating to the United States, but also
from visiting; only students and scholars
would be allowed in

“People haven't paid attention yet to un-
derstand how this might change the life of
their fami said Farhad Bersharati, who
owns a trave] agency in Westwood. “If | was
in the shoes of President Trump, I night do
the same thing with the Kind of people who
are ruling my country now. Bur putting the
people who are still there all together with
the revolution s not fair”

Many of the more than one million Irani-
an-Americans have relatives remaining in
Tran. They will no longer be able 1o sponsor
them for permanent residence.

Alex Helmi. who owns a Persian rug store
in Wesrwood, questoned the purpose of the
ban and said he was confident thar the
Supreme Court would rule fairly on it.
“What is the goal here — is it propaganda,
or stopping terrorism?” he said, “You have
not found one Iranian person who has been
connected with any terrorism in this coun-
try. This is a lirtle bir odd.”

JENNIFER MEDINA

STUDENTS

Hardships Seen Even for Permitted
Students

It was not immediately clear what led to a
special carve-out that permits Iranian stu-
dents, but not most other Iranans, to con-
tnue to obtain visas.

Pedram Gharghabi. 31 a doctoral candi-
date and research assistant in electrical
engineering at Mississippi State University,
said on Monday that the ban would proba-
bly lead to hardships even for exempted
students.

“My understanding is that our families
will not be allowed to enter the United
States for a v Mr. Gharghabl said. Be-
cause many | 1 students” do not
permit the students ta leave and come back,

1o keep out all stu-
riit and North Korea.
But it appears to permit those from Chad,
Libya, Venezuela and Yemen.

STEPHANIE SAUL

NEW YORK
Confusion and Anxiety Among
Immigrants

Immigrant advocates scrambled on Mon-
day to address questions from their commu-
nities,

Rama [ssa-Thrahim, executive director of
the Arab American Associarion of New

said many people who have been
oning to bring relatives to the United
tes are confused and anxious now.
‘We don’t really know how this is going to
unfold until Oct. 18, but since JTanuary, we've
seen the chaos that these travel bans, the
executive order, has brought to our commu-
nity and to the country in general.” she said.
a4 i A 39, a Y4 A -
can activist in Brooklyn. has not been able
to bring in her Yemeni husband, Basheer
Othman, a prominent liberal journalist. The
couple married in January 2016 in India, but
they have been living apart ever since, with
Mr. Othman waitng in Malaysia 10 receive a

L.
don't know what it means for him, and

after speaking

I'min limbo. and it's a
hellish nightma
LIZ ROBBINS

Ritaglio stampa ad uso esclusivo del destinatario

i ESERCITO

Pag. 11

UFFICIO GENERALE DEL CAPO DI SM
UFFICIO PUBBLICA INFORMAZIONE E COMUNICAZIONE

172



http://ilH.ni

del 26 Settembre 2017 THE NEW YORK TIMES estratto da pag. 55, 56

—
JOHN G MABANGLOY EUROPEAN PRESSPHOTO AGENCY

PETER FOLEY, EURDFEAN PRESSPHUT(U AGENGY JENN ACKERMAN FUK THE REW YORS, TIMES

Clockwise from top left: Shoppers at an lranian market on Westwood Boulevard in Los Angeles; passengers at San Francisco International Airpart during the Fourth of July holiday, one of the busiest
times of the vear [or travel; men al evening prayer al the mosque inside the Karmel Square Mall in Minneapolis; travelers lining up at John F. Kennedy International Airport.
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Justices Cancel Hearing on Travel Ban as Questions Linger on New Policy

This article is by Michael D.
Shear. Ron Nixon and Adam Liptak.

WASHINGTON — The Su-
preme Court on Monday
abruptly canceled oral argu-
ments on President Trump's
travel ban, signaling the begin-
ning of the end for a politically
charged legal case that could
have produced a blockbuster
ruling on the clash between
presidential power and claims of
religious discrimination.

A new, broader ban on travel
prompted the unusual move by
the justices, leaving Mr. Trump
to face scrutiny on a policy that
in some ways goes even further
— indefinitely banning most
travel to the United States from
seven countries and imposing
restrictions on two others.

But the president’s third at-
tempt at controlling the border
may finally stand up to the ex-
pected wave of new legal chal-
lenges. The new ban includes
two countries that are not major-
ity Muslim, which may insulate
him from charges that his actions
are based on religious discrimi-
nation.

And the new ban was devel-
oped after a vigorous security
review that administration offi-
cials said provided a legally
unassailable rationale for the
travel restrictions. The court was
set to hear the challenge to Mr.
Trump’s travel ban in two weeks.
But after the president's an-
nouncement over the weekend,
the justices now appear likely to
declare the case moot.

That would allow Mr. Trump to
avoid a definitive ruling on
whether he had violated the
Constitution’s protection of reli-
gious freedom and exceeded his
statutory authority to control the
country’s borders, as civil rights
lawyers argued. With lower
courts having ruled against him,
Mr. Trump was pinning his hopes
for political vindication on an
ideologically divided Supreme
Court.

Critics say Travel Ban 3.0 is
still little more than a dressed-up
Muslim ban. And despite a less
chaotic rollout, questions remain
about how the travel ban will be
put in place, who will be affected,
how the countries were picked
and whether it will work to pre-
vent terrorist attacks.

Here are answers to some of
those questions:

Why did Trump ban travel from
these countries?

The Department of Homeland
Security said the countries cov-
ered under the presidential proc-
lamation were chosen because
they could not properly establish
the identity of people seeking to
travel from those countries to the
United States. Officials said the
countries on the list did not share
information about whether po-
tential travelers have a criminal
history or connections to terror-
ism. And some of the countries
are known to be potential terror-
ist sale havens.

Administration officials said
countries on the banned-travel
list failed to meet what they
called “objective criteria.” They
will be subject to the travel ban
until they can demonstrate their
ability to deliver the information
requested by the United States,
officials said.

Will this prevent a terrorist at-
tack?

While counterterrorism ex-
perts say improvements to the
government’s vetting capabilities
are necessary, they say the new
restrictions may be far too broad
because they focus on countries
and not individuals.

An internal report written by
intelligence analysts at the De-
partment of Homeland Security
in February found that “country
of citizenship is unlikely to be a
reliable indicator of potential
terrorist activity.”

Moreover, the Cato Institute
found that since 1975, no Ameri-
cans have been killed on Ameri-
can soil by foreign-born terror-
ists who come from any of the
countries on the new executive
order: Iran, Libya, Syria, Yemen,
Somalia, Chad, North Korea, Iraq
and Venezuela. The New Amer-
ica Foundation found that since
the Sept. 1l attacks, 95 Americans
had been killed by terrorists
inside the United States. Each of
the terrorists was a citizen or
legal resident of the United
States who would not be affected
by the new travel restrictions.

Since the Sept. 1l attacks, the
United States has made a num-
ber of changes to its vetting
system for foreign visitors, immi-
grants and refugees.

The government has created a
number of terrorist watch lists,
required visitors to provide bio-
metric information including
fingerprints and facial scans,

hired new consular officers and
Immigration and Customs En-
forcement agents to conduct visa
security background checks and
improved both interagency and
country-to-country intelligence
sharing.

Some counterterrorism ex-
perts say the new travel restric-
tions could make the United
States less safe.

“My concern over the travel
restrictions on countries like
Yemen, Chad and Somalia is that
it may discourage those coun-
tries from cooperating on vital
counterterrorism efforts in their
countries, and that will hurt our
efforts to go after Al Shabab, Al
Qaeda and ISIS,” said John D.
Cohen, a professor at Rutgers
University and a senior Home-
land Security Department official
during the Obama administra-
tion.

Isn't this just a Muslim ban?

Like his first travel bans, the
president’s latest restriction
mostly targets predominantly
Muslim countries. But officials
note that two non-Muslim coun-
tries — North Korea and Vene-
zuela — are on the list this time.
They say that should be proof
that the latest ban was not de-
signed to target one religion.

Critics are not convinced. They
continue to point to Mr. Trump’s
history of calling for a ban on
Muslim entry into the United
States. And they insist that the
addition of two non-Muslim
countries does little to alter the
original intent of the restrictions:
to keep Muslims from certain
countries out of the United
States.

“President Trump's original
sin of targeting Muslims cannot
be cured by throwing other coun-
tries onto his enemies list,” An-
thony D. Romero, the executive
director of the American Civil
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Liberties Union, said.

How involved was the White House
in drafting the new travel ban?

When it comes to immigration
issues, very little happens in the
Trump administration without
the direct input of Stephen Miller,
the president’s senior policy
adviser, and Jeff Sessions, the
attorney general. But adminis-
tration officials said the process
of selecting countries for travel
restrictions involved scores of
career bureaucrats at the De-
partment of Homeland Security,
the State Department and the
intelligence agencies.

Officials said information
collected by the agencies helped
generate a recommendation from
the secretary of homeland secu-
rity to the president. On Friday,
Mr. Trump met at his Bedmin-
ster, N.J., golf club with officials
from the agencies, legal advisers
and Mr. Sessions to make a final
decision.

So what will happen now in the
courts?

The Supreme Court asked
lawyers in the case involving the
previous ban to submit briefs by
Oct. 5 addressing “whether, or to
what extent, the proclamation”
may render the case moot. The
court also asked for briefings on

a question not addressed in the
proclamation, concerning the
earlier ban’s suspension of the
nation’s refugee program. That
suspension is scheduled to ex-
pire next month. On that ques-
tion, too, the court asked the
parties to explain whether the
issue would soon be moot.

By canceling the arguments
for now, the court indicated that
it may never decide the case,
“The cases are removed from the
oral argument calendar, pending
further order of the court,” the
court said.

If the court does eventually
dismiss the case as moot, a fur-
ther legal question will remain.
The Trump administration will
ask the court to vacate the ap-
peals court decisions striking
down the earlier ban, while the
challengers will ask that the
decisions remain on the books.

Several critics have said they
intend to challenge the new ban
in court as well. But that would
most likely require a new lawsuit
at the federal district court level,
followed by hearings in front of
appellate courts. It could take a
long time for new litigation to
reach the Supreme Court again.

But legal experts say that
critics of the president’s policies
may have less success waging a
legal battle against the latest
travel ban.

In the first case, administra-
tion officials struggled to explain
to judges the basis for the selec-
tion of the majority-Muslim
countries on the list. That led
judges to rely on Mr. Trump’s
campaign statements and Twit-
ter posts, many of which sug-
gested religion as a motivation.

The current travel ban was put
in place after a worldwide securi-
ty review, and officials can point
to a rigorous process conducted
by bureaucrats from several
agencies. That is the kind of
executive branch action to regu-
late immigration and the coun-
try’s borders that is usually
given plenty of deference by
judges.

When will this take effect? And
does it affect students?

The new travel ban takes
effect Oct. 18, though citizens of
countries included in the earlier
orders will remain banned from
entry until the new one rakes
over. Unlike the chaotic rollout of
the president’s first executive
order, the latest travel restric-
tions have clear exceptions for
people who already have permis-
sion to enter the United States,
so there should be few instances
of people being detained at air-
ports or consulates,

As for students, it depends.
Citizens of some of the affected
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countries are completely banned
from coming to the United
States. Those include Syria and
North Korea. Students from the
other countries may still travel to
the United States to study, as-
suming they can meet the nor-
mal requirements for a student
visa and pass security screen-
ings.
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The Supreme Court abruptly canceled a hearing set for Ocl. 10 and asked lawyers in the travel ban case to submit briefs by Oct. 5.
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A Travel Ban We've Seen Before

The central question to ask about President Trump's latest
travel ban, which he issued on Sunday, is: Will it make
Americans safer?

The answer, as best as anyone can tell based on publicly
available information, is no.

Starting Oct. 18, the United States will permanently bar
entry to most citizens of seven countries — Iran, Libya, Syr-
ia, Yemen, Somalia, Chad and North Korea. Certain citizens
from Iraq and Venezuela will face re-
strictions and heightened scrutiny.

Mr. Trump justified these restric-
trions — which target countries that ei-
ther failed or refused to meet new vet-
ting standards — by saying he was act-
ing “to protect the security and inter-
ests of the United States and its people.”
Americans should be skeptical. While it
may appear more modulated, Sunday's
proclamation is a direct descendant of a central plank of Mr.
Trump’s campaign — his call for a “total and complete shut-
down” of Muslims entering the United States, which he
made in 2015, and which remained on his campaign website
as late as May.

The list is almost identical to the ban issued in January

all are Muslim-majority countries with the exception of
two additions, North Korea and Venezuela, both of which
look a lot like window dressing. Annual visa grants to North
Koreans number in the dozens, while the ban in Venezuela
applies only to officials from the government of the Trump
nemesis Nicolas Maduro, along with their family members.

Meanwhile, no citizen from the barred countries has
carried out a fatal terrorist attack in the United States in the
past two decades. That’s in part because the “extreme vet-
ting” that Mr. Trump and his anti-immigration cabal have
been hawking was already the law of the land. The United
States subjects visa applicants to some of the most thorough
and rigorous scrutiny in the world. The risk of a terrorist at-
tack by a foreign-born visitor who could be stopped by these
procedures is minuscule.

As one federal appeals court said in blocking the earlier

The new
restrictions on
seven countries,
mostly Muslim,
will not improve
on rigorous
procedures
already in place.

ban, the administration has presented no evidence that
“present vetting standards are inadequate, and no finding
that absent the improved vetting procedures there likely
will be harm to our national interests.”

The new restrictions have, we're told, been informed by
rational, evidence-based concerns about countries whose
vetting procedures pose a true security threat to the United
States. That might be enough for the ban to be upheld by the
federal courts, which are as a rule very deferential to presi-
dential actions on immigration and national security. (On
Monday, the Supreme Court, which was slated to hear chal-
lenges to the second ban on Oct. 10, removed the case from
its calendar and ordered the parties to submit briefs on
whether the new ban makes the case moot.) But considered
in the broader context of Mr. Trump’s own remarks — most
recently, his call for a “far larger, tougher and more specific”
travel ban — it’s hard to see how this latest version breaks
much new ground.

This shows why it is so damaging to have a fundamen-
tally untrustworthy commander in chief. All presidents
must make hard choices about security, and all administra-
tions have faced the intransigence or incompetence of for-
eign governments when it comes to fighting terrorism. But
when the president has freely spouted his own longstanding
animus toward adherents of one of the world’s major reli-
gions, his actions — which include, in addition to the travel
ban, a pervasive hostility toward immigration — must be
evaluated against that backdrop.

In the end, debating whether Sunday’s travel ban is
fairer or better thought out than its predecessors is beside
the point. Its political function is the same — the latest gam-
bit in a cynical, unceasing effort by an embattled president
to inflame public fears and woo the xenophobes in his base.
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Three-way talks. Alliance-building

Outcome points to Jamaica coalition

Most likely option is named

after the party colours of the
CDU/CSU, Greens and FDP

TOBIAS BUCK — BERLIN

Angela Merkel started her election cam-
paign hoping for a wealth of options for
forming a coalition government — from
a repeat of the grand coalition with the
Social Democrats to alliances with
either the centrist Free Democrats or
the Green party. After Sunday night, the
chancellor’s dance card contains just
one name: Jamaica.

The name for a three-way combina-
tion between Ms Merkel’s conservative
CDU/CSU bloc, the FDP and the Greens
derives from the parties’ black, yellow
and green colours, those of the Carib-
bean island’s flag. But it could just as
well describe the exotic nature of a polit-
ical alliance that would bring together
Green eco-warriors, free market cham-
pions within the FDP, the staunchly con-
servative Christian Social Union from
Bavaria and a veteran Christian Demo-
crat chancellor humbled by the CDU’s
worst election result since 1949.

Germany and Europe would be wise
to prepare for months of wrangling,
even if the pressure to succeed isalready
building. “It will be hard and it will get
hairy. But in the end there is no alterna-
tive. Citizens would not understand if at
the end of the day there is no coalition,”
said Volker Kronenberg, professor of
politics at Bonn University.

The potential pitfalls are as plentiful
as they are evident. From climate
change and the future of the car indus-
try to eurozone reform and energy pol-
icy, from Germany’s approach to the ref-
ugee crisis to the country’s stance
towards Russia, the parties have long
adopted wildly contrasting positions.
And while the CDU and CSU have tradi-
tionally formed a joint group in parlia-
ment they do not always see eye to eye,
meaning the forthcoming talks will
often pit not three but four parties
against one another.

The Bavarians are licking their
wounds after a poor result on Sunday
and looking ahead nervously to next
year’s regional election. On core issues
such as refugee policy and migration,
CSU leaders will want to drive a hard
bargain and defend their right flank
against the Alternative for Germany.

For all their previous doubts, the
Greens seem determined to give
Jamaica a try. Emboldened by a better-
than-expected result, party leaders yes-
terday placed notable emphasis on the
need to form a stable government and
their sense of duty. “The key word is
responsibility. We are deeply aware of
our own responsibility,” Cem Ozdemir,
oneof the Greens’ co-leaders, said.

The FDP, in contrast, is likely to
approach coalition talks in a more hesi-
tant fashion. The Free Democrats have
not forgotten their experience in 2013,
when voters booted them out after four
years as junior partner in a Merkel-led
government. “We know what awaits us,”
a party functionary noted grimly at the

FDP election night celebration in Berlin.
“A coalition with the CDU would have
been difficult enough. Bringing the
Greens into it makes it even harder.”

Policymakers in Brussels and Paris
will be particularly concerned about the
FDP’s voice in the forthcoming debate
over reforming the eurozone.

Christian Lindner, the party’s chief,
has repeatedly ruled out a substantial
new eurozone fund — an idea likely to be
at the centre of France’s reform plan. On
Sunday night, with most votes counted
and the party’s return to the Bundestag
assured, he still declined to moderate
his language. “A [eurozone] budget
from which money would flow to France
to finance state consumption or to Italy
to compensate for the economic policy
failure of Mr Berlusconi is unthinkable.”

Yesterday, however, Mr Lindner and
other party chiefs were careful not to
sound too demanding, stressing the
need for a strong France and for trust
between the prospective allies in Berlin.
“[Building a coalition] is not just about
substance, it is also about atmospherics.
It would therefore be wrong to poison
the atmosphere,” said Nicola Beer, the
FDP general secretary, when asked to
explain her party’s differences with the
Greens.

FDP and Green leaders were also keen
to highlight areas of agreement. Both
parties want to reform the education
system, invest in fibre-optic cables,
strengthen citizens’ rights and intro-
duce an immigration law that would
make it easier for skilled migrants to
enter and work in Germany.
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Here, as on issues such as internal
security and refugees, the CSU is
certain to be the bigger obstacle.

“Issues such as climate change, the
environment, energy and transport pol-
icy will all be difficult. The Greens want
to push for a phase-out of the internal
combustion engine and for closing coal-
fired power plants. The FDP says: Not so
fast. They are on the side of less regula-
tion and lower taxes,” said Prof Kronen-
berg.

Working through these differences
will take time, possibly more than the
three monthsit took in 2013 to get a new
government. But judging by the meas-
ured words and conciliatory gestures
the day after the election, the parties are
more thanwillingto try.

“At the end of the day, all sides should
be able to compromise,” Prof Kronen-
berg concluded. “None has placed hur-
dles that are so high that agreement is
impossible.”

Angela Merkel is
likely to open
negotiations
with the Greens’
Cem Ozdemir,
left, and
Christian
Lindner of the
Free Democrats,
right — 77 montse:
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Independence
Iraqi Kurds

defy threats
and go to polls

Voters in Iraq’s northern region of
Kurdistan poured into polling
stations to cast their ballots in a
contentious referendum on
independence, despite escalating
threats from Baghdad and
neighbouring states.

Queues of eager voters arrived at
polling stations well before voting
started at 8am yesterday, unbowed
by Baghdad’s move to block oil sold
by the Kurdistan Regional
Government and to take control of
the region’s border crossings and
river ports.

Iran showed its anger that the
referendum was going ahead by
closing its airspace to the
autonomous Kurdistan region the
day before the vote.

Some 3.9m people are eligible to
take part in the referendum in

which Kurdish voters are expected

overwhelmingly to back independence.

Officials said the results would be
announced today.

The referendum is complicated by
some 15 “disputed areas” which are
claimed by both Baghdad and the KRG
— most notably the oil-rich city of
Kirkuk, where clashes could break out
between KRG forces and Iranian-

station in Erbil
yesterday

backed Iraqi militias.

There have been clashes in the town
of Toz Khormatu, south-east of Kirkul,
which is split between Kurds and Iraqi

Shia militias. Kirkuk itself is now under

curfew.

KRG officials say the vote will not
trigger independence but will be a
starting point for negotiations with
Baghdad on separation.

Turkey president Recep Tayyip
Erdogan yesterday called the
referendum “illegal, null and void”
and threatened to cut off the oil
pipeline to Turkey that Iraqi Kurdistan
relies on to reach international
markels and generate up Lo 90 per
cent of its revenues.

“Let’s see where they are going to
drain off the petrol — we control the
valve,” he said. “Once you turn off the
valve, it will be over.”

But international threats did little to
damp the mood in the KRG capital,
Erbil, where honking cars held flag-
waving passengers and families arrived
together at polling stations dressed in
their finest.

Others, like Fatima Maarouf, 50,
wore black to honour parents, siblings,
nephews and nieces Iilled by Iraqi
forces under Saddam Hussein's regime.
“I came today because I've never seen
any good in this life yet. Maybe I will
under independence,” she said. "1 don’t
know if I'll live until formal
independence or not, but now I have
hope the next generation will.”

The vote has a historic and
emotional pull for Iraqi Kurds, who

sulfered genocidal campaigns and sarin
gas attacks under Saddam’s regime that
killed and expelled tens of thousands.
Critics say KRG officials played on
these emotions to push a vote they say
is poorly timed and could drag them
into regional conflict.

Nechirvan Barzani, KRG prime
minister, said the measures adopted by
Baghdad amounted to collective
punishment similar to that used by the
Saddam regime. But he vowed
Kurdistan would remain a friend and
stable partner to Turkey, which
warned it would talee “all measures™
under international law if the
referendum threatened its national
security. Erika Solomon, Erbil
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Deloitte hit by cyber attack in blow to
fast-growing role as security adviser

MADISON MARRIAGE — LONDON

Deloitte has confirmed that hackers
accessed data on an email platform,
forcing the “big four” accounting firm
to contact clients potentially affected
by the cyber attack as well as govern-
ment authorities.

The breach, described by Deloitte as a
“cyber incident” and first reported by
the Guardian newspaper, will come as a
blow to the firm, which cites the cyber
security advice it provides to large
companies as one of its fastest-growing
revenue streams.

Deloitte, which audits large multina-
tional companies including Glaxo-
SmithKline, BAE and BP, did not give
many details about the nature of the
attack except for confirming that the
hackers accessed an email platform.

The firm, which this month reported
record global revenues of $39bn, said
in a statement that the breach had
affected “only very few clients” and
that “no disruption had occurred to
client businesses, to Deloitte’s ability
to continue to service clients, or to
consumers”.

Deloitte added that its response to the

incident included mobilising a team of
cyber security and confidentiality
experts inside and outside of the com-
pany, alerting government authorities
immediately after it became aware of
the incident and contacting all of the
clients affected.

It said: “Deloitte remains deeply com-

mitted to ensuring that its cyber secu-
rity defences are best in class, to invest-
ing heavily in protecting confidential
information and to continually review-
ing and enhancing cyber security.”

The breach has again demonstrated
how vulnerable large professional serv-
ices firms are to cyber attacks.

DLA Piper, one of the world’s biggest
law firms, said in July it was still strug-
gling with the effects of a global cyber
attack that blocked its employees from
accessing emails and documents.

In the US, credit reporting company
Equifax is still dealing with the fallout of
a cyber attack that has threatened the
personal details of up to 143m Ameri-
cans. The company faces state and fed-
eral investigations and private lawsuits.
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Golpe a la refundacion de Furopa

Con los liberales en
el Gobierno aleman,
la reforma de la UE
lanzada por Macron
se hara dificil

ENRIC GONZALEZ PARis

CORRESPONSAL

Llevamos una temporada oyendo
hablar de «refundacion» en la Union
Europea. Lo mas probable es que
sigamos con ello otra temporada,
sin que ocurra mas que eso: oir ha-
blar. El resultado de las elecciones
alemanas asegura unas cuantas se-
manas, o mas bien meses, de paréa-
lisis, porque la jefa, la canciller An-
gela Merkel, no estara para nada
hasta que forme una coaliciéon de
Gobierno. Y si, como parece segu-
ro, los liberales se integran en esa
coalicion, cualquier hipotética re-
fundacion, reforma o modificacion
modesta (necesariamente paralela
a la negociacion del Brexit) se hara
tan dificil como dolorosa. Los libe-
rales alemanes ya han dicho que es-
tan abiertos a cualquier dialogo so-
bre la Union Europea, con la condi-
cion indispensable de que «cada uno
pague sus deudas». En Francia, tra-

dicional piston pequeno del eje do-
minante y ahora motor del reformis-
mo comunitario, las noticias que lle-
gan de Berlin suenan a catastrofe.

Emmanuel Macron basé su cam-
pana hacia la presidencia en el eu-
ropeismo. Y ganoé. Pero prometio
que las cosas iban a cambiar. Dio
por hecho que Merkel le ayudaria
a doblar el brazo de gobiernos co-
mo el polaco para reescribir la di-
rectiva sobre trabajadores despla-
zados, gracias a la cual mas de
300.000 obreros construyen en Fran-
cia con los sueldos y cotizaciones
sociales de su pais de origen (Polo-
nia, por ejemplo); dio por conclui-
da la era de la austeridad (apoya un
gran plan de inversiones para re-
lanzar el crecimiento y el empleo)
y aposto por una ambiciosa estruc-
tura en torno al euro (establecimien-
to de un Fondo Monetario Europeo,
creacion de un ministro europeo de
Finanzas) que asegurara, mas o me-
nos, tanto la supervivencia de la mo-
neda inica como un mayor equili-
brio entre el pais mas beneficiado
por la uniéon monetaria, Alemania,
y los menos beneficiados, casi to-
dos los demas.

A Macron, que tanta fortuna tu-
vo en las elecciones presidenciales,
parece habérsele acabado la racha.
Especialmente en lo que se refiere

a la Unién Europea. El pasado dia
7 pronuncio desde la Acrdpolis de
Atenas un discurso solemne y lar-
gamente preparado sobre la refun-
dacion de las instituciones de la
Union y la necesidad de una nueva
politica, mas propensa a la inver-
sion que al recorte fiscal.

El escenario, la hora (ideal para
el telediario nocturno en Francia),
el lugar, conformaban una ocasion
historica. Pero mientras Macron as-
cendia a la cuna de la civi-
lizacion europea, un pavo-
roso huracan se llevaba por
delante los departamentos france-
ses en el Caribe. Ninguna television
hablo del discurso. La destinataria
ultima, Angela Merkel, tampoco
presté atencién, ocupada como es-
taba en su campana electoral. Fue
un intento fallido.

Emmanuel Macron vuelve a in-
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PNV Y BILDU, OBSERVADORES

Ignorada por el independentismo catalan, la consulta kurda
conto con presencia vasca. Partido Nacionalista Vasco (PNV) y
EH Bildu se enrolaron en el exiguo plantel de observadores
internacionales. «Tenemos relaciones estrechas con el Partido
Democratico del Kurdistan [la formacion de presidente
kurdoiraqui Masud Barzani] desde el inicio de la democracia en
Espana y los vinculos se hicieron aun mas fuertes en tiempos de
Sadam Husein», explicé a EL MUNDO Mikel Burzako, al frente
del area de Exteriores del PNV. Por su parte, Jon Inarritu,
senador de EH Bildu, rebajo las similitudes con el ‘procés’
catalan. «<Hablamos de una nacion sin estado en el corazon de
Europa y de la mayor nacion sin estado del mundo en Oriente
Medio. Mas alla, los paralelismos son complejos de hacer». /E C.
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El Kurdistan
vola en masa por
la independencia

Los kurdos de Irak desafian la amenaza de
sanciones de Bagdad, Teheran y Ankara

FRANCISCO CARRION ERBIL (IRAK)
Al mal tiempo, buena cara. Los kur-
doiraquies votaron ayer en masa
ataviados con sus prendas mas
pomposas, su coleccion de vestidos
tradicionales y su ilimitada pasion
por los uniformes militares. Un re-
curso a la naftalina y al rincon del
armario reservado a las grandes
ocasiones para desfilar por un refe-
réndum de independencia cuya de-
safiante celebracion amenaza con
descargar sobre la region una ristra
de sanciones y un aislamiento dicta-
do por el Gobierno central iraquiy
los vecinos Iran y Turquia.

«Estoy pletorica. Por fin, seremos
un pais como cualquier otro. Ten-
dremos los mismos derechos que
cualquier ciudadano del mundoy,
esbozo Iman Yunes, una funciona-
ria treinteafiera que arrastraba sus
mejores galas a primera a primera
hora de la manana por su centro de
votacion, ubicado en un colegio de
las afueras de Erbil, la capital del
Kurdistan iraqui.

Aunque los resultados definitivos
no se esperan hasta hoy, el bale -si,
en kurdo- a la independencia no tu-
vo ayer la mas ligera competencia.
«Aqui todos sohamos con ser un Es-
tado», reconocia Sinan Kamal, uno
de los empleados publicos encarga-
dos de velar por un proceso que re-
gistré un 78% de participacién. Una
unanimidad que lleva semanas em-
papelando Erbil y que ayer alcanzé
incluso un hotel de cinco estrellas
de la capital, por el que procesiona-
ron los altos cargos del Gobierno
acompanados por su troupe de es-
posas y retonos.

«No puedo votar porque soy de-
masiado pequeno pero estoy feliz.
Espero que haya pronto un Kurdis-
tan independiente», voceo un chi-
quillo vestido de domingo mirando
hacia la comitiva de periodistasy
camaras que —confinados al otro la-
do de un corddn de seguridad- ob-
servaba al cortejo. Entre los distin-

guidos asistentes figuraba una plé-
yade de politicos internacionales
invitados por Erbil y convencidos de
la causa kurda liderada por el ex
ministro de Exteriores francés Ber-
nard Kouchner.

Desde un salén contiguo, el pri-
mer ministro Nechirvan Barzani
tratd de apaciguar la cascada de
reacciones de los paises vecinos que
se sucedieron durante toda la jorna-
da. «No somos ni seremos nunca
una amenaza para la seguridad na-
cional de Turquia», declar? el sobri-
no del presidente. Bagdad, Teheran
y Ankara cruzaron llamadas y acor-
daron adoptar «medidas coordina-
das» ante lo que consideran un
asunto interno que puede agitar a
sus propias minorias kurdas. El pre-
sidente turco Recep Tayyip Erdogan
anunci6 vagamente «la clausura de
las fronteras»; amago con «cerrar el
grifo» del petréleo -la mayoria de
los 600.000 barriles de crudo que
despacha a diario el Kurdistan se
exporta a través de un oleoducto en
direccion a Turquia- y no descart6
una intervencion militar. Iran, por
su parte, indic6 que los bordes si-
guen abiertos. «Por el momento, so-
lo la frontera aérea entre Irén y esta
region ha sido clausurada», admitio
la diplomacia irani. Desde Bagdad,
en calidad de comandante en jefe
de las fuerzas armadas, Al Abadi,
ordené el despliegue de tropas en
las zonas disputadas para «proteger
a los ciudadanos de las amenazas y
las presiones que podrian afrontar
en las zonas bajo control de la re-
giony». En Kirkuk, una de las areas
bajo litigio, un toque de queda entré
en vigor «hasta nuevo aviso» a las
18.00 horas, tras el cierre de los cen-
tros de votacién.

Una tension creciente que, a ulti-
ma hora de la tarde, reiteré la ONU.
Un portavoz del secretario general
advirtio de «los potenciales efectos
desestabilizadores del plebiscito».
Unos avisos internacionales que en

el barrio de Ankawa, hogar de los
cristianos que abandonaron el res-
to de Irak desde el ocaso de Sadam
Husein en 2003, nadie parecia dis-
puesto a escuchar. «<Me siento segu-
ra aqui. Nuestra situacion es total-
mente diferente a la de los cristia-
nos que habitan otras zonas del
pais», manifesto la asiria Hana Ha-
ni, una contable de 30 anos en el
jardin de una escuela poco antes de
que hasta el mismisimo arzobispo
caldeo de Erbil, Bashir Warda, de-
positara en la urna una papeleta es-
crita en cuatro idiomas —kurdo, ara-
be, siriaco y turco-.

«125.000 cristianos huyeron del
Estado Islamico y hallaron refugio
aqui con el apoyo del Gobierno re-
gional. Todas las demandas que
presentamos para un hipotético es-
tado del Kurdistan han sido inclui-
das en el borrador inicial de Consti-
tucién», comento el prelado antes
de abandonar el complejo escoltado
por un grupo de monjas. A unos
metros, la familia de la cristiana Ro-
nak festejaba una victoria anuncia-
da, repleta de interrogantes. Uno de
sus hijos correteaba con un unifor-
me peshmerga (el ejército de facto
del Kurdistan iraqui). «Le fascinan
los peshmerga. Si Dios quiere, vere-
mos un Kurdistan libre».

Erdogan amaga
con cortar el grifo
del petroleo y no
descarta intervenir
La ONU advierte
del «potencial
desestabilizador
del plebiscito»
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Un ciudadano kurdoiraqui muestra sus dedos manchados de tinta después de votar, ayer en Kirkuk, en el referéndum de independencia. AHMAD AL-RUBAYE / AFP

UNA REGION CONFLICTIVA

B Kurdistan iraqui Areas con poblacién kurda
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LUIGI DI MAIO Lider y candidato del Movimiento 5 Estrellas

“Si 1a UE no escucha, el ultimo
recurso es salir del euro”

DANIEL VERDU, Rimini
Luigi di Maio tiene solo 31 anos y
la Unica experiencia politica de
una legislatura como ¢l vicepresi-
dente de la camara de Diputados
mas joven de la historia. Pero des-
de el pasado sabado es el lider del
Movimiento 5 Estrellas, el partido
con mayor intencion de volo para
las proximas elecciones (previs-
tas en primavera), y el candidato
a primer ministro. Su partido aspi-
ra a pasar de la protesta a un dis-
curso politico que permita gestio-
nar un pais que ha tenido 64 Go-
biernos en 70 anos (3 en esta legis-
latura) v en el que el descrédito
de los partidos tradicionales —si
es que existe tal cosa todavia en
Italia— aumenta sus posibilida-
des. Mas alla de ese escenario, Di
Maio —charla durante 13 minu-
tos con EL PAIS— debera pilotar
un partido profundamente ligado
a la figura profética de su funda-
dor, el comico Beppe Grillo, cuyo
sector mas ortodoxo ya ha empe-
zado a cuestionar su autoridad.
Pregunta. Usted es ahora tam-
bién el nuevo lider politico, algo
que ha levantado criticas de algu-
nos sectores de su partido v que
rebaja la influencia de Grillo.
;Qué hara él ahora?

Respuesta. Sera el garante. Mi
puesto no servira para cambiar el
movimiento, sino el pais. Esta cla-
ro que mi funcion sera presentar
listas, programa y llevar adelante
la linca del movimiento.

P. M5S y PD tienen, segiin son-
deos. el mismo nimero de votan-

tes. Pero en sus primarias han
participado 37.000 personas y en
las del partido de Renzi acudie-
ron 2 millones. Parecen pocos pa-
ra hablar de democracia interna.

R. En el PD vota quien quiere,
no hace [alta ser militante. En
nuestro caso lo hacen las perso-
nas historicas del movimiento ins-
critas en la plataforma desde
siempre. Cada uno representa a
una comunidad de trabajo en el
territorio. Dicho esto, lo que debe
interesarnos no son los nimeros
de las primarias, sino los que jun-
laremos en las elecciones.

P. Usted tiene 31 anos y un
mandato de experiencia politica.
;Como suplira esa carencia?

R. La experiencia politica no
significa estar décadas en las insti-
tuciones, que muchas veces te ha-
cen perder el sentido de la reali-
dad. Experiencia, capacidad y
competencia son [undamentales,
pero no son nada sin sensibilidad
politica. Los técnicos demostra-
ron en Italia que solo con la expe-
riencia podian hacer mucho dano
en temas como los pensionistas, a
quienes destruyeron la vida.

P. Segiin las normas del MS5S,
solo pueden permanecer en politi-
ca dos mandatos. Usted lleva uno.
De modo que si sale elegido solo
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podra ejercer una legislatura.
¢No le convertiria eso en un pri-
mer ministro de transicion?

R. No, porque nunca hemos
pensado estar eternamente en po-
litica. Considerar la politica como
una carrera la ha destruido. Si la
consideramos como un mandato
limitado, un contrato a tiempo li-
mitado con los ciudadanos para
obtener resultados, tienes mas
prisa por realizarlo.

P. Ultimamente ha ido al foro
empresarial de Cernobbio y man-
tiene relaciones con el Vaticano.
+El M5S también necesita al esta-
blishment para gobernar?

R. El establishment ha perdido
mucho poder en Italia. Hoy hay
grandes lobbies que condicionan
la vida de los partidos. Y hablare-
mos con todos, respetando la di-
versidad. Pero con la conciencia
de que es la politica la que decide.
Piense la influencia que tiene el
lobby bancario sobre Italia, a
quien ha dado miles de millones
de euros para rescates sin pedir

“Nos podemos fijar

cn las politicas
economicas que
ha hecho Espana”

“Hay grandes
‘lobbies’ que

condicionan la vida

de los partidos”

“Los bancos
rescatados

en Italia deberian
nacionalizarse”

nada a cambio. Esos bancos de-
ben nacionalizarse.

P. Tendra que convencer a los
tradicionales poteri forti italianos.

R. En el referéndum italiano
se demostro: entonces el establish-
ment italiano estaba del lado del
si, todos los medios estaban con
esa opcion. Pero gané el no con
un 60%. Intentar convencer a
esos lobbies es someterse. Gana-
ras, pero no cambiaras nada.

P. A esos lobbies también preo-
cupa su vision sobre Europa. ;En
qué beneficiaria salir del euro, co-
mo ustedes defienden, si no se
atienden sus demandas de refor-
ma sobre decenas de tratados?

R. No debe considerarse en tér-
minos de beneficio la salida, sino
que se puedan modificar algunos
tratados sobre el Fiscal compact,
los eurobonos, los intercambios
comerciales con algunos paises
que nos restan competitividad. Es
un beneficio pedir al BCE que no
haga solo politica para las finan-
zas, sino para los territorios. Lue-

go lo del euro es el altimo recur-
so ligado a una UE que no quie-
re escuchar. Llegados a ese pun-
to, salvese quien pueda. Si no,
Italia no saldra bien parada. El
objetivo es salvar el pais.

P. El otro dia leimos que su
modelo politico es Rajoy.

R. Lo que dije es que hay pai-
ses como Espana que logran obte-
ner resultados econémicos mas
altos porque han hecho una serie
de politicas en las que uno se pue-
de fijar. No es que se haya inventa-
do nada. pero ha convencido a la
Comisiéon Europea para superar
el 3% de délicit... o las politicas
estructurales de inversidon en las
empresas. Y esas cosas podemos
intentar hacerlas en Italia.

Luigi di Maio, durante una entrevista el domingo en Rimini. / uax coss) (RruTess
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El embajador saliente acusa
a Espana de ceder a la presion
de Trump para echarle

El embajador que abrié la
legacion de Corea del Norte
ante el Reino de Espana, Kim
Hyok-chol, dedicé ayer la que
posiblemente sea su ultima
comparecencia ante la prensa
antes de abandonar el pais a
criticar al Gobierno por decre-
tar su expulsion. Kim acusé al
Ejecutivo de sumision y de
“echar lena al fuego rendido a
la locura de EE UU” y enmarco
la decision gubernamental no
en las cada vez mas frecuentes
pruebas nucleares y balisticas
del régimen de Pyongyang y las
consiguientes sanciones, sino
en los preparativos de la visita
que el presidente Mariano
Rajoy hara hoy en la Casa Blan-
ca a su homélogo, Donald
Trump, a quien llamé “el hom-
bre de Twitter”.

“Espaia tiene el honor de ha-
berse rendido a la coaccién de
EE UU mas que nadie en Euro-
pa” por haberle declarado

persona non grata y haber
ordenado que salga para el dia
30, dijo Kim, quien comparecio
en el chalé de una urbanizacion
de Madrid que alberga la emba-
jada. Espafia tomé estas medi-
das en represalia tras la sexta
prueba nuclear.

El diplomatico norcoreano
aseguro que la posicion espano-
la “empez6 a cambiar brusca-
mente” cuando el ministro de
Exteriores, Alfonso Dastis, se
reuniéo en Washington con el
secretario de Estado, Rex Tiller-
son, a finales de junio para
preparar la visita. Ademas de
Espaina, Kuwait, México y Perti
han expulsado a los embajado-
res. Egipto, Filipinas y Uganda
han rebajado sus relaciones
diplomaticas, segiin un recuen-
to realizado por la agencia
Reuters.

La apertura de la Embajada en
Madrid en 2013 formaé parte de

la ofensiva diplomatica empren-
dida por Kim Jon-un tras su
llegada al poder en 2011. La
capital espanola fue elegida en
buena medida porque alberga
también la sede de la Organiza-
ciéon Mundial del Turismo
(OMT). Los turistas son, junto a
las remesas de los trabajadores
norcoreanos en el exterior, una
de las fuentes de las ansiadas
divisas. / NAIARA GALARRAGA
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Corea del Norte considera que
EE UU ha declarado la guerra

JAN M. AHRENS / S. POZZI. Washington / Nueva York
La estrategia de la tension a la que se han lanzado
Washington y Pyvongyang ha marcado un nuevo
limite. Si ¢l sabado los bombarderos estadouniden-
ses s¢ hicieron sentir en la frontera de Corea del
Norte, ayer ¢l ministro de Exteriores norcorcano,

Ri Yong-ho, consideré una “declaracion de guerra”
las invectivas de Donald Trump a su pais y delen-
dio su derecho a derribar aviones militares incluso
fuera del espacio aérco nacional. Con las espadas
¢n alto, el mundo asiste a un choque que, I¢jos de
amainar, acrecienta a diario ¢l espectro nuclear.
Es el juego del terror. Trump y el
Lider Supremo, Kim Jong-un, es-
tan llevando su enfrentamiento a
zonas abismales y ninguno pare-
ce dispuesto a parar. El presiden-
te de EE UU, a dilerencia de su
predecesor, no evita el cara a cara
con su adversario norcoreano.
Fiel a su genética televisiva, le
contesta sin mordazas, le ridiculi-
zay amenaza. Ha hecho de la rea-
lidad un show, una pelea que en
muchas ocasiones parece sacada
de un platé de medianoche.
Ante la Asamblea General de
la ONU, Trump amenazo la sema-
na pasada con arrasar Corea del
Norte: “No se puede aceptar que
esa banda criminal se arme con
misiles nucleares. Tenemos una
gran paciencia, pero si nos vemos
obligados a defendernos o a defen-
der a nuestros aliados no tendre-
mos otra opcion que destruir
completamente a Corea del Nor-
te. El Hombre Cohete esta en mi-
si6n suicida consigo mismo”.
Dos dias después, dio otra vuel-

ta de tuerca y ordend estrangular
la economia norcoreana con una
nueva tanda de sanciones. Y el sa-
bado, para completar el cerco, en-
vio a sus bombarderos B-1B, con
capacidad nuclear, a sobrevolar
aguas internacionales muy cerca
de la frontera, mas al norte de la
zona desmilitarizada de lo que ja-
mas ningun avion militar estado-
unidense haya pasado en todo el
siglo XXI. Washington habia mos-
trado los dientes.

El aumento de la tension

No menos virulento ha sido el tira-
nico régimen norcoreano. Tras
probar a principios de mes una
bomba de hidrégeno en el subsue-
lo, cruzo el espacio aéreo japonés
con un misil y hace una semana
amenazo con ensayar en ¢l Pacifi-
co su mayor arma de destruccion
masiva. Todo ello sin dejar de
anunciar que iba a “domar con
fuego al desequilibrado y viejo
chocho” de Trump.

Pocos saben hasta donde pue-
de llegar la tension. El altimo gol-
pe lo asest6é ayer el ministro de
Exteriores norcoreano, Ri Yong-
ho. En una declaracion en Nueva
York, el diplomatico volvio a abrir
la espita del miedo: “EE UU nos
ha declarado la guerra y tenemos
derecho a tomar medidas, como
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derribar a bombarderos estratégi-
cos estadounidenses incluso si no
estan dentro de las [ronteras aé-
reas de nuestro pais”.

Ante el cariz que tomaba la
escalada, el embajador chino an-
te la ONU, Lu Jieyi, intentdé un
llamamiento a la tranquilidad
que no hizo sino subir mas la tem-
peratura: “Queremos que esto se

calme. Se esta volviendo demasia-
do peligroso y no le interesa a na-
die. Esperamos que ambos vean
que no hay otro camino que las
negociaciones; la alternativa es el
desastre”.

Las amenazas de Corea del
Norte, en especial la acusacion de
declaracion de guerra, lajante-
mente negada por la Casa Blanca,
estaban medidas para desatar el

i

;

!_

panico, esa materia de la que se
nutre el hermético régimen, pero,
como ya ha ocurrido otras veces,
también aumentan la incégnita
sobre la resolucion del conflicto.

El Departamento de Estado
confia en reducir a Kim Jong-un
mediante el estrangulamiento
econdémico. Con apoyo de China,
cree que Pyongyang acabara ce-
diendo como lo hizo en su dia
Iran. Pero la constante agitacion
verbal, el crescendo de ensayos nu-
cleares y ahora el inicio del baile
militar hacen temer que esta es-
trategia pueda verse desbordada
en cualquier momento. El régi-
men ha mostrado una [€rrea de-
terminacion en desarrollar un mi-
sil nuclear con capacidad para al-
canzar EE UU. Y las sanciones no

han logrado frenar su avance.
La posibilidad de que el pulso
derive en una intervencion mili-
tar, aunque sea quirurgica, puede
dar al traste con los esfuerzos di-
plomaticos. Ni la sanguinaria per-
sonalidad del Lider Supremo ni la
impredecibilidad de Trump ayu-
dan a evitar un hipotético choque.

El ministro de Exteriores norcoreano, Ri Yong-ho, seguido por su intérprete ayer en Nueva York. / RICHARD DREW (AP)
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Trump suma a Venezuela y Corea
del Norte al nuevo veto migratorio

La orden afecta a ocho paises, pero se les otorga un trato diferente

J. MARTINEZ AHRENS, Washington
Donald Trump ha levantado otro
muro. Expirada la vigencia del po-
[émico veto migratorio, el presi-
dente lo ha reemplazado con un
texto de caracter indefinido, que
suma (res nuevos paises (Chad,
Corea de Norte y Venezuela) e im-
pone masivas restricciones de en-
trada a EE UU. El mayor impacto
lo sufriran los ciudadanos de
Iran, Libia, Siria, Yemen, Somalia,
Chad y Corea del Norte, mientras
que en ¢l caso de Venezuela el ve-
to recaerd en cargos gubernamen-
tales y sus lamilias. “Hacer Améri-
ca mas segura es mi prioridad n1-
mero uno. No admitiremos el in-
greso de aquellos que no poda-
mos escrutar con certidumbre”,
proclamoé Trump.

La nueva orden se hara efecti-
va el préoximo 18 de octubre. A
diferencia de la anterior, que solo
tenia una duracion de tres meses,
esta carece de plazo. La lista, de la
que ha quedado fuera Sudan, sera
revisada cada 100 dias y la salida
de ella dependera, segin la Admi-
nistraciéon de Trump, de la mejo-
ra en los “problemas detectados”.

Enla seleccién de los ocho pai-
ses, la Casa Blanca asegura que
ha empleado un triple criterio: el
riesgo que entranan para la segu-
ridad nacional, la fiabilidad de los
pasaportes v documentos de iden-
tidad, y la fluidez en el intercam-
bio de informacion sobre sospe-
chas terroristas y antecedentes.

Un cambio basico respecto a
la primera orden radica en que

cada nacion es tratada de forma
diferenciada. Venezuela lo ilus-
tra. La prohibiciéon de entrada se
basa en los [allos en el [lujo de
informacioén antiterrorista y la fal-
ta de cooperacion de Caracas a la
hora de comprobar riesgos para
la seguridad nacional. “Esto no
impide, sin embargo, que se pue-
da verilicar por fuentes alternalti-
vas la ciudadania e identidad de
los venezolanos. Por tanto, las res-
tricciones impuestas en esta pro-
clamacién se centran en los car-
gos del Gobierno de Venezuela

responsables de los fallos detecta-
dos”, indica la orden. Pese a esta
reduccion del perimetro de la res-
triccion, el texto advierte que los
poseedores de visados seran so-
metidos a medidas adicionales.

Mas radical es el trato a Corea
del Norte. Washington considera
que no cumple ninguno de los cri-
teriosy, por tanto, prohibe el paso
a sus ciudadanos, va sean inmi-
grantes o no. Iran también sufre
un veto casi absoluto, aunque se
permite que prosigan los progra-
mas de intercambio de estudios.
Y en el caso de los somalies se les
impide emigrar, pero se les autori-
za la visita bajo fuertes controles.
Mas filtros

El alcance completo de las restric-
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ciones se conocera con el paso de
los dias. El primer veto, emitido el
pasado 27 de enero, desatd una
gigantesca ola de protestas. La
amplitud de las restricciones, su
sesgo islamolobo y el propio vi-
triolo de Trump mostraron al
mundo el rostro mas feroz y xeno-
fobo de la nueva Administracion.

El rechazo fue recogido porlos
jueces de primera instancia y dio
pie a una casi inmediata paraliza-
cion del veto. La Casa Blanca res-
pondié con una versidon mas mo-

derada. Pero nuevamente fue fre-
nada en apelacion. Solo la entra-
da en juego del Tribunal Supre-
mo, después de la designacion del
conservador Neil Gorsuch, desblo-
queo la orden.

La corte, aunque impuso limi-

taciones, admitié como argumen-
to la amenaza para la seguridad y
concedioé que el interés nacional
debia prevalecer sobre el posible
dano que pudiese causar el veto.
Ahora, la Casa Blanca ha pre-
sentado el recambio. El ultimo
texto ha pasado mas filtros inter-
nos y su lectura revela una mayor
elaboracion. Aunque sigue siendo
implacable con los emigrantes de
los paises vetados, se advierte un
lenguaje alejado de la retérica
presidencial y, sobre todo, el inten-
to de superar escollos judiciales.
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Los kurdos de Irak

votan a favor de

la independencia en
desafio al Gobierno

ANGELES ESPINOSA, Erbil
El Kurdistan iraqui cclebro ayer su referéndum de independencia sin
incidentes dignos de mencion. A pesar de la tension en las “zonas ¢n
disputa”y dc las advertencias del Gobicrno central, los paiscs vecinos
v la comunidad internacional, la votacién transcurrié cn un ambicnte
festivo y con una clevada participacion. Ilusionados ¢ incluso desa-
fiantes, los kurdos acudieron a las urnas convencidos de hacer histo-
ria y de impulsar ¢l proceso que les llevara a tener pasaporte propio.

“Toda la gente de Kurdistan esta
feliz con esta ocasion. Hemos ve-
nido a votar s”, declara exultante
Aryvan Hamad, de 24 afnos y estu-
diante de ingenieria agricola, en
un colegio electoral de Erbil. La
acompanan su madre, una her-
mana y una prima. Todas exhi-
ben orgullosas el indice impreg-
nado de tinta que prueba su parti-
cipacion. “Mi padre y mis herma-
nos vinieron a primera hora”,
aclara. Los centros de voto son
mixtos aunque a la puerta de las
salas donde se encuentra cada
mesa, ambos sexos esperan turno
en filas separadas.

Las colas se fueron alargando
segn avanzaba el dia, lo que obli-
g0 a ampliar la votacion una hora
hasta las siete de la tarde. Antes
de la extension, la participacion
alcanzaba el 78%, seglin la cadena
de television Rudaw. Sin embar-
g0, el entusiasmo era desigual. En
Suleimaniya, centro tradicional
de la oposicion y que ha aglutina-
do un movimiento para que se re-
trasara el referéndum, la asisten-
cia fue menos nutrida. En todo
caso, y a pesar de que los analis-
tas consideran que el enclave no
estd maduro como Estado, se es-
pera un comodo triunfo del si.

“S1, he votado y votado si”, res-

pondia orgullosa Shilan, un ama
de casa de 35 anos, a la vez que
muestra su indice impregnado
de tinta. “Queremos ser como
otros paises, que se nos reconoz-
ca nuestra identidad”, explica. “Si
tuviera miedo, no estaria aqui”,
desestima cuando se le mencio-
nan las amenazas de Iran y Tur-
quia de cerrar la frontera e inclu-
so el oleoducto que permite la ex-
portacion de petréleo. “Hemos su-
perado situaciones mas dificiles”,
asegura, utilizando una frase que
a lo largo del dia repiten numero-
sos entrevistados.

El referéndum estaba abierto
a todos los residentes registra-
dos, kurdos y no kurdos, mayores
de 18 anos, tanto dentro de la re-
gion autoénoma como en las areas
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colindantes que esta reclama co-
mo propias v sus fuerzas (los
peshmerga) controlan desde que
el Ejército iraqui se retiré ante el
avance del Estado Islamico (ISIS,
por sus siglas en inglés) en 2014.
En total, unos 5,2 millones. De
hecho, la papeleta estaba escrita
en cuatro idiomas: kurdo, arabe,
turco y asirio. “;Quiere que la re-
gion de Kurdistan y las areas kur-
distanies fuera de la region se
conviertan en un pais indepen-
diente? SI /| NO”.

“Naci aqui y tengo derecho a
participar", manifiesta tras depo-
sitar su voto Taksim, un turcoma-
no que tiene una popular casa de
comidas en el barrio de Mistawfi,
a los pies de la Ciudadela de Er-
bil. A diferencia de la mayoria de
miembros de su comunidad que
residen en Kirkuk, Taksim delien-
de la separacion de Bagdad. En
su opinion, todas las comunida-
des pueden convivir.

Nagam y Hawrea nacieron en
Bagdad y, sin embargo, aqui es-
tan, aguantando arregladisimas
bajo el sol de media tarde para
poder votar en el colegio electo-
ral del Estadio Franso Hariri. Am-
bas son arabes sunies, pero han
encontrado en Erbil la seguridad
y la tranquilidad que les negd su

ciudad natal, algo que también
valoran otras minorias como los
cristianos, los kakais o los sha-
baks. “Queremos la independen-
cia de Kurdistin en tanto en
cuanto no haya extremismo ni ra-
cismo contra €l resto de los gru-
pos étnicos”, expone Nagam, que
ha montado un salén de belleza
con el que saca adelante a sus
tres hijos. “Aqui nunca nos he-
mos sentido discriminadas”, con-
curre su amiga, que estudia inge-
nieria eléctrica.
Elevada participacion
La actitud de Taksim, Nagam y
Hawrea conlrasta con el sent-
miento que arabes y turcomanos
expresan en la contendida provin-
cia de Kirkuk. De hecho, alli la
mayoria de esas comunidades se
oponian a la consulta. Las alega-
ciones de que algunos drabes ha-
bian sido coaccionados para que
votaran si. [ueron respondidas
por ¢l Gobierno central con el
anuncio de un inmediato envio
de tropas a las “zonas en dispu-
ta”, que incluyen Kirkuk, Jana-
qin, Majmur, Sinjar y Yalaula.
La informacion oficial daba
una elevada participacion en to-
das esas regiones, pero no desglo-
saba dénde se habian recogido
los votos. Dadas las dificultades

para instalar las urnas en algu-
nos de ellos y el hecho de que
muchos de sus habitantes se en-
cuentran desplazados, se abrie-
ron colegios especiales como el
del Estadio Franso Hariri en Er-
bil. Apenas una hora antes del cie-
rre de las urnas, aun esperaban
pacientemente para votar dos o
tres centenares de personas, co-
mo las hermanas Rupak, Shano y
Shehla Adil, originarias de Jana-
qin. “Queremos conseguir nues-
tros derechos, sino para nosotras
para nuestros hijos”, resumen.
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Espaiia aportara por primera vez
fondos a la lucha contra el ISIS

El Gobierno se plantea destinar 15 millones a la estabilizacion de Irak

MIGUEL GONZALEZ. Madrid
Aunque Espana forma parte des-
de su nacimiento, en la cumbre
de la OTAN en Gales (2014), de
la Coalicion Internacional con-
tra el Daesh (ISIS, por sus siglas
en inglés), hay un capitulo del
que hasta ahora ha estado ausen-
te: la contribucién economica
para estabilizar zonas de Irak y
Siria liberadas del grupo yihadis-
ta. El Gobierno se propone apro-
bar esta asignatura pendiente
con una primera aportacion de
unos 15 millones de euros. Es
uno de los compromisos que Ma-
riano Rajoy podria asumir hoy
en su primera entrevista con el
presidente de EE UU, Donald
Trump, en la Casa Blanca.

Aunque no participa en los
bombardeos sobre el autodeno-
minado califato, Espana es uno
de los primeros contribuyentes
a la coalicion militar contra el
Daesh, con 450 militares y guar-
dias civiles dedicados a la ins-
truccion del Ejército y la policia
iraquies.

También contribuye activa-
mente a otros frentes en los que
actian los mas de 60 paises de
la coaliciéon liderada por Wa-
shington: la lucha contra la radi-
calizacion y el reclutamiento; el

control de los combalientes re-
tornados: y la neutralizacion de
las redes de financiacion del gru-
po terrorista.

Hasta ahora, sin embargo, Es-
panano ha contribuido al capitu-
lo econdmico con el que la coali-
cion financia la estabilizacién
de las zonas de donde han sido
desalojados los yihadistas. La
acelerada pérdida de base terri-
torial del Daesh hace, sin embar-
g0, que sea cada vez mas urgen-
te la reconstruccion de extensas
areas de Irak y Siria.

El Gobierno, segiin las fuen-
tes consultadas, se propone par-
licipar en esa reconstruccion vy,
a lalta de que se cierren definiti-
vamente las cifras, se plantea
una aportacion de unos 15 millo-
nes de euros. El hecho de que
Irak no figure entre los paises
prioritarios de la cooperacion es-
panola habia impedido hasta
ahora que se le destinaran fon-
dos, salvo la ayuda alimentaria.

Ademas de este compromiso
economico con la coalicién con-
tra el Daesh hay otros méritos
que Rajoy podra exhibir ante
Trump; el mas reciente, la expul-
sion del embajador de Corea del
Norte en Espana por sus prue-
bas misilisticas y nucleares. Co-
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mo aclaro la jefa de la diploma-
cia europea, Federica Mogheri-
ni, sc traté de una decisiéon espa-
nola, no de un acuerdo de la UE.

Rajoy también promueve en
la UE una politica mas dura ha-
cia el régimen venezolano, con
la imposicion de sanciones selec-
tivas e individualizadas; v esta
dispuesto a incrementar mode-
radamente, en unos 50 instruc-

tores militares, el contingente
espanol en Alfganistan. Son to-
das ellas decisiones que deben
complacer a Trump.
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El Kurdistan iraqui celebra su
referéndum como una victoria

Tranquilidad en la votacion por la independencia pese a las amenazas de Bagda

CATALINA GOMEZ

Kirkuk (Irak)

Enviada especial

Después de semanas de discusio-
nes, amenazas de envios de tro-
pas e intentos por destituir al go-
bierno local, ni los mismos kur-
dos de Kirkuk podian creer ayer
que el referéndum de autodeter-
minacion del Kurdistan iraqui
habia podido celebrarse, y mucho
menos en su ciudad, donde su
realizacion estuvo en vilo hasta el
ultimo minuto.

La jornada transcurrio en cal-
ma a pesar de que Irak habia de-
clarado la consulta ilegal, la pre-
sion internacional era altisima v
las milicias chiies a las 6rdenes
de Bagdad amenazaban con in-
tervenir. Que se pudiera votar fue
una victoria de las autoridades
kurdas y de un pueblo de unos 40
millones de personas repartido
en cuatro paises que, al caer el
imperio otomano, no pudo dotar-
se de un Estado propio.

La participacion, segin la ca-
dena Rudaw, alcanzo el 78% v el
resultado, que se conocera den-
tro de dos dias, augura un amplio
apoyo al si a la independencia.

El referéndum no es vinculante
y el presidente, Masud Barzani,
lo utilizara para negociar la sece-
sion con Bagdad.

Desde tempranas horas de la
manana, la asistencia a las urnas
fue una fiesta acompanada con
musica tradicional kurda.

“Yo sabia que algan dia iba a
llegar este momento -dijo una
mujer que dijo llamarse Dela-

-am-. Estoy feliz por nuestros
antepasados”. Como muchas
otras mujeres que ayer asistieron
a votar, iba vestida con uno de los
trajes largos y coloridos tradicio-
nales. Mas que un dia electoral,
los barrios kurdos de Kirkuk vi-
vian un pequeno Nuruz, el ano
nuevo, que se celebra en el equi-
noccio primaveral y llena estas

tierras de banderas, bailes v colo-
res.

En Rashid Awa, uno de los en-
claves kurdos mas tradicionales,
las familias hacian cola para pa-
sar el control de seguridad. Asad
Yabadi, miembro de la comision
electoral, contaba que ayer mis-
mo, después de una larga reunion
entre representantes de las dife-
rentes comunidades de Kirkuk,
que incluye a turcomanos y ara-
bes, se acordo celebrar el referén-
dum. Los peshmergas kurdos
ocupan Kirkuk desde el verano
del 2014, pero la ciudad no esta
dentro de la region. “Fue un ali-
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vio para todos, era lo que tenia
que hacerse”, dijo Yabadi. La pre-
gunta del referéndum incluia a
las regiones kurdas fuera del
Kurdistan y anticipaba su incor-
poracion al nuevo Estado.

Kirkuk, multicultural y rica en
petroleo, es una de las ciudades
mas importantes de Irak.

El Gobierno de Bagdad habia
declarado ilegal la consulta y las
milicias chiies Hash al Shabi, co-
nocidas como las Fuerzas de Mo-
vilizacion Popular, habian ame-
nazado con usar la fuerza, pero
nada sucedid ayer, salvo una es-
caramuza al sur de la ciudad.

La noche del domingo, sin em-
bargo, fue tensa. La poblacion se
habia refugiado en sus casas,
atendiendo el toque de queda, ala
espera de lo que pudiera pasar.
Por primera vez en afos la preo-

cupacion dejaba de ser el Estado
Islamico y sus constantes atenta-
dos. Miles de peshmergas garan-
tizaron la seguridad.

De ahi la emocion de la pobla-
cion cuando abrieron los colegios
v la votacion se realizé con nor-
malidad. Era una victoria y se ce-
lebro con disparos al aire.

La misma alegria se vio en las
tres provincias de la region auto-
noma del Kurdistan. “Todos los
estados estan en nuestra contra,
nadie nos apoya, pero nosotros
estamos aqui, demostrando que
no nos dejaremos vencer”, decla-
ro Hero, un hombre vestido con
el traje tradicional de pantalon
bombacho y chaqueta.

Las noticias que llegaban ayer
de que Iran, Turquia e Irak cerra-
rian las fronteras y, adicional-
mente, realizarian maniobras mi-
litares, indignaron a la poblacion.
“Cuando Sadam intento hacer
una limpieza étnica, nos fuimos a

Bagdad. Solo regresamos des-
pués del 2003 y estoy dispuesto a
luchar para no tener que irme de
nuevo”, aseguraba Mohamed,
que trabaja como coordinador en
un puesto de votacion en uno de
los barrios mixtos de la ciudad.
En ellos la asistencia a las urnas
era menos multitudinaria que en
los sectores de mayoria kurda,
pero aseguraban que en las dos
primeras horas de la mafnana ha-
bian votado 800 personas.

A falta de tiempo para registrar
a los votantes, decidieron usar las
listas de votacion de las altimas
elecciones locales. Y si algun nue-
vo votante queria participar, era
enviado a un centro especial para
los no registrados.

Cuatro jovenes arabes que se
acercaron a uno de los colegios en
los sectores situados al otro lado
del hoy seco rio Jasar, que divide
la ciudad, aseguraban que su vida
en un Kurdistin independiente
seria mas segura.

En los barrios turcos y arabes la
escena era opuesta a la que se vi-
via en los barrios de mayoria kur-
da. Las calles estaban vacias, la
participacion era escasa y la pre-
sencia de policia, elevada.

Al caer lanoche se prohibio cir-
cular alos cochesy la tension vol-
vio a subir al conocerse que el
Parlamento iraqui habia autori-
zado al ejército a desplegarse en
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el Kurdistan.

Es claro que los kurdos, inclui-
doslos de Kirkuk, vivieron undia
historico. Pero esta por verse cual
sera el camino que marcara este
referéndum. El presidente Bar-
zani ha dicho que de salir victo-
rioso empezara un largo proceso
de negociacion con Irak. La pre-
gunta ahora es si Bagdad esta dis-
puesto a negociar.e
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CHRIS MCGRATH / GETTY Normalidad

Kirkuk, que regis- Colas y ambiente
traron una parti- festivo en los
cipacion del 78%, colegios electorales,
segun la cadena como este de

de televisiéon Rudaw
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