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A LA UN 

Grand pian 
d'investissement 
ou tour 
de passe-passe ? 
Le grand pian d'investissement promis par Emmanuel Macron a été révélé 
lundi par le Premier ministre. Il est dote de 57 milliards d'euros sur la durée 
du quinquennat, dont 24 milliards de mesures budgétaires nouvelles. 
Les priorités sont la formation professionnelle, la transition écologique et 
la transformation numérique. 

DEFENSE 
Renault Trucks : 
les coulisses d'une 
vente explosive 

CAPITAL-RISQUE 
Bpifrance : welcome 
aux investìsseurs 
américains 
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DISPARITION 
GISÈLE CASADESUS. UN SIÈCLE 
DE TALENT À LA SCÈNE 

M . « M U L * V • ETÀL'ÉCRAN PAGESS 
Tu»! 

« Almaviva», une nouvelle saison 
de culture et d'art de vivre 

S a n s s t a t u ì otficiel ni m a n d a i é l c c t o r a i , Brigitte M a c r o n jnujt 

d u n e p o p u l a r ì t e e x c e p t i o n n e l l e . Dans n o t r e s u p p l é i u e n t Almaviva, 

é c r i v a i n s , s o c i o l o £ i i e s . c i è a t e u r s de mode, (listai iens l ivrent lem- v i s ion 

de certe f emnic de 64 a n s dont le s ty le inedit et •-iis.uulii.-p bouscule 

les s c h è m a * tradit ionnels et les c l i c h é s de p r e m i è r e d a m e . 

Europe: le projet 
de Macron 
contrarie par 
le scrutin allemand 
Le président francais dévoilera, ce mardi à la Sorbonne, sa vision 
pour relancer l'Union. Il devra composer avec Tarrivée probable 
dans la coalition allemande de libéraux, hostiles a ses idées. 

Le chef de l ' E t t i aura al 

t e n d u le su r l enden ia i t i 

des étectlotìs en Al len ta -
g n e p o u r lancer u n 

"precesso?» v i son i à 
a p p r o f o n d i r l ' U n i o n 

t 'CUIl ' l l l l iqUU ci IIIOIIC-

ta i re . O t i i c i e l l e i n e n l . le 

resul tar du s c r u t i n n ' a 

pas ebanite sa v i s i o n . En 

d é v o i l a n t m a n l i ses p r o 

posi t i ! >ns de retòrmes 

europeennes , E m m a -

n u c l M a c r o n ne v c u l 

•• neri i m p o s e r » a ses 

par tenalres , en pa r t i cu 

l i t ì a l lemands . Mais i l 

e s p è r e qtreUc-s seront 

en lendnes dans les n é -

goc ia t ions de la fu tu re 

cMaliiimi aUcmande. 

A B e r l i n , la ehaneel iere 

devra coniposer avec les 

l i b é r a u x d u FDP. qu i Cffit 

affluite pendan l la c a m 

pagne lenr hostttité a 
ecrtaines i d é e s dU p r e s i 

d i l i fraiieals. 

Les Vingt-Sept face aux défis 
d'une Union à plusieurs vitesses 
Le Rrexi t a d o n n e u n 

c o u p d 'accelera leur alt 

v i e u x d é b a l sur une 

« Europe des cercles » . 

L ' i d é e est de p e r m e t t r e 

il cc t ix qu i v e t i l e n i a l ler 

de l ' a v a n l p o u r (OLII ce 

q u i t ouche au budge t , à 

l ' e u r o , ii la s é c u r i t é des 

f r o n l i é r e s el à i a d é f e n -

se de l 'Europe de le t a i 

re. Ma i s i l reste à d é f i 

n i r les regles d u j e u de 

c e l i e o p t i o n q u i ressort 

a chaque foìs q u e le 

p ro je t e u r o p é e n pa ra i ! 

en p a n n e . E m m a n u e l 

M ^ c n m \ e t i l e x p l n r e r 

ee t te p i s t e , à l aque l le 

n 'us i pas huslik.- Ange la 

M e r k e i . m a i s Francais 

el A l l e m a n d a ne s o n i 

pas toujouis d ' a c c o r d 

s i l i I V b j e c t i l ' . 

DES EHSEIGNEMENTS QUI VALENT AUSSI POUR LE PRÉSIDENT FRANCAIS LES DJVERGENCES 
FRANCO-ALLEMANDES SUR L'EURO MISES ÀNU LA COALITION « JAMAÌQUE » OU LALLIANCE DES CONTRAtRES 

AFFA1BL1E. MERKEL D01T RASSEMBLER UNE ALLEMAGNE SONNÉE UN QUATR1EME MANDAT QUI S'ANNONCE 
DIFFICILE L'EST EUROPÉEN CRAINT D'ÉTRE DOUBLEMENT MARGINALiSÉ PAGE-.J .-. I : i l-i 1", Ib ET LETITOIIIAL 

Entretien avec 
Stéphane Rozès 
• La tribune 
du general Jean-

| j j Pierre Bossei 
• Ladironiquede 

5 Renaud Girard 
L'analyse 

; d'Eugénie Bastie 

O PAGES16ET1? 

FIGARO 0U1 
GARO NON 

R é p o n s e s à l a q u e s t i o n 

de lumi; : 

L a d é c l a r a t i o n 

de J e a n - L u c M é l e n c h o n 

s u i les naz i s e s t -e l l e 

u n e faute p o ì i t i q u e ? 

NON • S S I H 
23% WEuSM 

TOTAL DE VOTANTS : 39748 

| V o t e z au jourd 'hu i 

| s u r lefigaro.fr 

| L e s core de l 'extreme 

I (botte e n A l l e m a g n e 

| v o u s i n q u i è t e - t - U ? 

L_ I U V J I M ÉDITORIAL par Arnaud de L a Grange id Ina 

Vers l'Europe qui protège 

S
ue li>ul semlilait beau v i i des 

bauteurs de la l ' nvx . quand Em 

manuel Macron d é p l o v a t t sa v i 

s ion e u r o p é e n n e . Du liereeau 

a t h é n i e n , le p r é s i d e n t rrancais en 

a p p e k ù t au renouveau d é m o c r a -

ec justesse, à la rcfnndat li in d ' u n 

prujel e n e a l n t i n é . Dans le eiel grec ne p la 

nale, n i qi le les leyei3 OUflgeS de l 'èteclii m a i l e -

m a n d è , il> devaleni \ i l e se dissiper. Le d e l . en 

f a l l , s'esi s ingidieremeni < ibscurci. 

Pour Paris, les not tvdles venues de Berl in ne 

sonT pas exeellentes. I n e M e r k e l IV alfaibue, 

depend. inred ' j l l ieseuro contrariaii ts el m i i r 

due ali mol le! par des npposanis unt i - l iu rnpe . 

On crui i dcjii entendre, dans le Eracas des ba-

taillcs bnixelloises, Fi i imanuel Maemn aider 

Angela Meike l a esquìve i les c<mps. " M u l t i , 

gordea maàgouàietgaria nwtdtfttÉvi* 
Sur sa gauche, la ehaneeliere de\Ta lerraiUer 

avec les l i bé raux , a [jri< n i atlies mais b ien d e -

c i d e s à lenir leurs pi isilii ins. Tisi m i de-ja avert i 

que les i dée s de M a c r o n . c imane un budget 

pour la Zone euro, ne leur plaisaienl pas d u 

lou t . Sur vi d t ó i t e , Merkei aura les opposanls 

muscles de l ' A r i ) , l ' n par t i « o n r i mijjrrjnr.s» 

et « t m t i - i s i u m » q u i s'est d ' a b o r r ì ennsrrui i 

eomme « unti-euro "... Gageons que eelle s i -

lua l ion se rv i rà aussi paifois Antrela Merke i . 

Elle n 'aval t acquiesce que d u bour des l èv res à 

cert,unes idees rìu p r é s i d e n t francais. Pour les 

ecarter, elle p«.iurra Se reti 'ancbcr d c r r i è r e le 

e mira i de c n . i l i l k m »... 

Les Francais misent sur l e s i n t é r è t s e u n jpeens 

bien compr i s des Al lemands el leur sens k ' -

gentlaire d u cumpromis . Mais i l ian l :IILSSÌ l e 

ni i - compte d u s ig i ia l 

ven t i d 'o t l t re- l l l l i n . Les 

j r i and f s qufsr inns n o n 

resolues. comme la crLse 

m ì g r a t o i r e . o l i i p e s e r ì a n s 

la p e t e é e des popullstes 
allemands. Pour BaoVer 

l ' U E . Berl in et Paris d e -

v i o n i bà t i r eette « Eu/upe 

(jiu prutófpff». Ses c i toyens. ses f ront ic ies . 

t ' e m p ì ii i.'t t a o i t n ^ t i f l v i t é . 

Sur .es SUJetS de "*<m\vnimew••, de jà pris en 

mafa par Emmanue l Mneron, i l esl essentiel 

d 'obteni r des r^sul la lse imcrels . Angela Mer 

kei a d i l c l l e - m è m e l ' imp i i i l anee que le « v « -

Ctìbutoite» sur l 'Europe sdii "iliilèil'iai canti' 

mi». C'est, a s s u r é m e n i , ce q u i longiemps a 

tait d é t a u t . • 

Macron 
et Merkei 
doivent 
avant tout 
rassurer 

| i«r. ; t i f st. I WFS-CAN S»SC-1 
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2.50 C - FRANO: ME IRÒ ALITAI Ut !e IRaiule 
ELECTIONS SENATORIALES: 
LA DROITE RENFORCE 
SA MAINMISE 

LRM NE PARVIENT PAS 
À P E R C E R ; L E S AMBITIONS 
DE MACRON CONTRARIÉES 

RETROUVEZ TOUS 
L E S RÉSULTATS DANS 
NOTRE CAHIER S P E C I A L 

MERKEL VICTORIEUSE MAIS FRAGILISEE 
PERCÉE HISTORIQUE DE L'EXTRÈME DROITE 
• Avec 33 % des voix 
pour les conservateurs 
(CDU-CSU), Angela 
Merkel enregistre une 
victoire en forme de 
désaveu. La chancelière 
devia bàtir une coali-
tion inedite avec les li-
béraux du FDP (10,7%) 
etlesVerts (8,9%) 

• Le parti d'extréme 
droite AfD devient la 
troisième force politi-
que du pays, avec 12,6% 
et 94 élus au Bundestag 

• Avec 20,5 % des voix, 
les sociaux-démocra-
tes du SPD enregis-
trent le plus mauvais 
score de leur histoire 
INTERNATIONAL - PAG ES 2-fi 

CAHIER ECO PAGES 4-S 

Jll EDITORIAL 

UN QUATRIÈME 

M A N DAT À HAUTS 

RISQUES POUR 

LA C H A N C E L I È R E 

Politique 
L'exécutif 
annonce 
57 milliards 
d'investissement 
c'était une promise du 
candidat Matron : lanccr 
un pian d'inve-slissemenl, 
en parallèle des rnesures 
d'économies. Doux jours 
avanl la présentalion du 
budget, Èdouard Philippe 
devaitannoncer, luridi 
25septemLue, une enve-
loppe de 57 milliards 
d'euros. répartie entro b 
transition écologìque 
(20 milliards}, la formatiun 
(15 milliards), la competi
tivite (ìunilliards) el la 
translbimation numeri-
que de l'Etat (9milliards) 

PAGE 13 

Urbanisme 
Semaine 
decisive pour 
EuropaCity 

Leprojel deromplexedo 
loisirs et de commerces 
EuropaCity. au nord de 
Paris, va étre remarne 
alors que là ville de 
Gonesse vote lundi san 
nouveau pian d'urbanisme 
CAHIER ECO PAGE 1 

Entre rève 
et réalité, les 
tempsfortsdu 
Monde Festival 

«Rèver»: tette étatt l'in-
vitution de la 4* édilion 
du Monde Festival, qui 
a réuni prés de 25000 
pursonncs à Paris, pour 
un week-end rìche 
en débats et spettatici 
PAGES 17-19 

Contraception 

En20i6, la pilulo 

ne convainc 

plus qu'un tiers 

des femmes 

Politique 

Surenchère 

sécuritaire pour 

sortir de l'état 

d'urgence 

Hnquète 

Dròlc de drame 

à la paroisse 

de Rove, 

près de Marseille 

LE REGARD D E P L A N T U 

E/DQC0 

Topper 
Milton htmluik Jepui» nao 

O0 www.loppsr.fr -

CAtJAPES. LITERIE, M03ILIER : 3 000 M D'ENVIES ! 

PARIS B' • liti - M'BOUCtCAIJT • P GRAIUIT 

Canapés : 63 me de t i Convention. 0145 77 80 40 

literie 66 r uè rfe la Convenirmi. 0140 59 0210 

Armoires ffts : 60 me oe la Cwrventlofi. 0145 715949 

Oressirtg Celio : 143 me St Charles 0145 79 9515 

Steiner et mobiller : 145 tue Saint-Charles, 01 45 75 02 81 

Meubles Gautiet : 14/ ne Saint Charles. LU43 75 0281 

HongrttJ? IÌ'.'I.IIIJIIII*.','. 
• ••• Canada ' . ' Chyprc .• • i.-,r"....t nno , i 
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Les Echos C/RUS 
Gestion de Fortune - Family Offici 

sney Mickey, la 
etite souris qui vaut 

}rès de 9 rnilliards L E Q U O T I D I E N D E L ' E C O N O M I E / / M A R D I 2 6 S E P T E M B R E 2017// L E S E C H O S . F R 

Jedollars^P.2a 

L E S S E N T I E L 

T R U M P D U R C I T L E D E C R E T 

A N T M M M I G R A T I O N 

La Ma ison-U lan i b e à eternit i la 

Uste de pays indés l rab les sur le 

sol amer i can i . Les i n i e rd l c t i ons 

s o n i d e f i n ì t i v e s et n o n p l u s 

t e t n p o r a i r e s . / / P . 7 

E N T R E P R I S E S 
& M A R C H É S 

P E U D E B L O C A G E S D E R O U T I E R S , 

P A S D E P E N U R I E D ' E S S E N C E 

v ; i g l i * de f i l i l i n ^ e s . / / P . 1 5 E T 

L É D I T O R I A L D E J E A N - F R A N C I S 

P É C R E S S E P . 9 

T O T A L P R O L O N G E S O N P L A N 

D - É C O N O M I E S J U S Q U ' E N 2 0 2 0 

Lerx^roUerlrai icaisviseuiwrcdue-
l ìon de ses coùts de 5 ni iUiaids de 
dol lars. Patrick Pouyanné se pré-
|Nire pour une periode. de pr ix bus 
plus fungile qiic prevu.// P. 1 8 

L A F R E N C H T E C H S ' I N S T A L L E 

À L ' É T R A N G E R 

D'après le barométre EY et France 

Digitale. les start-up Irancalses soni 

lasullees ;ì l'ètranger pour plus de 

la moine d'enne elles.// P . 2 4 

C A P I T A L - R I S O U E : P A R I S 

D É P A S S E L O N D R E S 

Les levées de capi lnux des fnnds 

l iauca is on t at te iut 2.7 mi l l iu rds 

d 'e l i r o s d e p t t i s j a n v i e r . C e s i 

4 0 0 m i l l i o n s de p l u s q n e les 

levées br i lanniques. / / P. 2 7 

L E C O U P D E P O U C E D E B E R C Y 

P O U R L E S E C T E U R F I N A N C I E R 

Avec le Brexit a l 'esprit. Bercy va 

proposer duna son projetcle bud

get d'idléger la taxe. sur les salui-

res et i e l l e sur les t ransac l iun» 

f inanc i t res / / p. 2 8 

C A R N E T H P . 3 4 

Voyage Les tou.r-k 
opérateurs francais 
re t rouventL , , 
lacroissance/-p,; (9 : _ 

E T N O S I N P O H M A T I O N S P P . 3 5 À 3 7 

LesEchos 

D O M I N I Q U E S E U X 

D A N S « L ' E D I T O E C O » 

À 7 H 4 5 
DU LUHDI AU VENDREDI 

M 001C4 - 926-F: 2.50 € 

Antlllas Raumon 3.50 ( Guyane-St Martin 
4,60 C B«lfllgu*S.10 C Etpagna 3.S0 C. 
Granda-Bintauno 1£3Ù Greca 3.50 C. Itali* 
J.fcO t. Liraambourg 3.30 fi Miroc 27 OH. 
Suiti» 10 FS. Tunisie * IND. Zona CFA 
2.70O CFA. 

Alstom-
Siemens, 
fusione hauts 
risques 
• Les conseils des deux groupes se réunissent 
ce mardi pour approuver l'opération. 
• Le maintien de rinfluence frane, aise au sein du 
futur groupe est au coeur des dernières discussions. 

A Is tom. lethampion Francaisdu ferrnviairc. 

s'apprèle il fusiunneravec l'alleitiand Sie

mens, son me i l leu r ennent l . Fteeuliere-

inenleWHpiedepuisdesannees.cescénariodevrait, 

sani ul t ime reboiidisseiiient. devenir une réalitè ce 

m a r d i , à l i ssue d 'une re i i n lon s imu l tanee des 

conseils des deux emrcpnses. Lopijr i t t ion doiinera 

iiaissarice.aiilraderpiiropeendr'SiinsE'aeui'.avecle 

risque tourefoìs quc l'ìdcntité tr icolore d 'Alstom se 

di luejusqi ia la |ierie de con tròie. Siemens j jourrait. 

en e l ie i , de len i r 50 li., voi re plus, de la nouvel le 

cnirenrise. Mais les puuvoìrs public!) fnmcais. qui 

sourimneti t activcmeni ce rapproebement. assu-

renl que l'accorti sera éqni l ibré. et quep l i i s ieurs 

garantles onr eie négociées. Selon plusleurs soiir-

ces. le slège du nouvel A l s tu in devra l l resler en 

Trance, tout cornine les cenires de recherche ei 

dévelftppemenr qui y sont déjà Henri Poupari-La-

farge. le PDG du groupe traneais. serate égaleiueni 

maii i tenu à snn poste L'Età t n'a. cn revanche. pas 

l ' intennon d activer la clause qui lu i permei , pour 

t inture quclques scniaines. d'acquérir jusqu'ii 20 % 

du capitili d'Alstom aupiésdcBouyjajes. 

/ / P A C E 17 E T < ' C R I B L E » P A G E 3 8 

La hausse du déficit de l'Etat, 
fausse note du budget 2018 
B U D G E T Le déficit de l'Etat va repasser au-dessus de SO mil-
lìaj'ds d'euros en 2018, contre 69 rnilliards en 2016. Le pian 
d'investissement dévoilé luridi aura un impact budgétaire limite. 

Cesi une évulut iou qui c t o n i e l u n a r e de sérU-us 

bud^ctairc vantée par le gouvernement Sì le déficit 

publ ic i toutes ad in in is t ra t iuns • -.ti• - . i - . • - • est 

aimoncécn net retrait lai) proci min. lesolde budgé-

laire de l'Riat va e inpmnier une pente contraile. M 

de\Tailseereuserrurtement.à.S2, c)milliaRlsd'eunis. 

Bien i>lusque les WM inil l tardsde 21)16. La lauteàun 

exeRlc*2ni7plus(légradéqiieprév-i ietaiixmesiires 

fiscales prises par rexéciitif Nèanninins. legonver-

nement pourra se consoler avec lavis du 1 laut Cmf 

seil des finaiKSS public[ues. qui devrait confoner les 

liyi.*jtiii-k-sdeci.tiisb'iicduiidubiid^i-t CótéSécuritè 

soci ale. 4.2 mil l iai ils deci ui in i i i is idwront eu _eré:ili-

séessur l'Assuranee-iiìaladie poni cunlenir Eèwjlus 

t ion des dépenses. Par ail leurs. l'exécutif a dévoilc 

l imi l i son pian d'investivsemeiil de ii i i l l iards. qui 

lai! lap.irt belle auxconi]it4encesel à l'ecologie. Son 

impaci sur le deficit est esUme a 30 mill iards sur la 

di i réeduqulnquennalei est déjà integre durisi» p m -

grammation / / P A G E S 3 À a, L ' É D I T O R I A L 

D ' E T I E N N E L E F E B V R E P A G E 9 E T L A 

C H R O N 1 Q U E O E J E A N - M A R C V I T T O R I P A G E 1 0 

Le casse-tète de Merkel pour 
former un gouvemement 

É L E C T I O N S Api-esi i i ievit loireélectoraleaiuere, din la nel le. lac l iame-

llr^ventselnisserletenipspi>urrornierun}joi iveniernenI,d(Hillap<ill-

tique eitropeenne pourrait éire entravee selon les partenaires eboisis. 

Les discussions s'aniioncent dirf lci les. Le Parl i socia l -démoi rate a 

i \^petélundisoni ,efusdegouvemerdeiiouveauav ,ec.\i igela Merl iel.qi i i 

enappclleausens dcsrcsponsabi l i teidnSPD.Lcsl ibcraiucduFDPotks 

VeiTssoiudis|XJscsànèsiicierlafornintion d'une cnalition. mais i lsont 

dc-s vuL'sduuneUaleiiieutoppuseessur l'Hurope.// P A G E 6 

Rajoy 
danslepiège 
catalan 

L'iìimtyic pur 

CecileThihaud 

ivait b 

tistes de Catalogne n' i raient pas jus-

qu'au bou iduns leurvc i luntédefa i rc 

scissimi, expl ique Cécile ' f i l i band. 

Mais son ìudif terence a joué le iò le 

dedétonateurda i is leb inob i l i sa t io i i s 

massive» qu i se déroulenl ces der-

n i e r s j o u r s e i i l a v e u r d u réferendt i in 

d 'a i i todeler in in. i t lnn. I_a vn iedesor -

tte pour ra i t étre un pas de IMspagne 

vers un modèle plus federaliste. 

/ / P A G E 9 

! Av toVAZ. Plinto AvtoVAZ 

Renault se prépare au 
rebond du marche russe 
Sa filiale russe AvtoVAZ est revenue 
à l'equilibra au premier semestre. 

A U T O M O B I L E H u i t a n s après son entree au capital d 'AvtoVA^, 

Itenault pourrait enfi l i urer un bénefice de son iiivesiisseineni en 

Russie.La ivuwbi l iu- operatioui ielle du labi icaui des celebresLada 

s'est redressee. notanui ici i t CITICC a deux nouveaiix i i indelescto de 

gros eflbrLs sur lescoùts.// P A G E 1 6 

DEUX MILLIONS DE PERSONNES 
DANS UNE FILE D'ATTENTE. 

CA VOUS SEMBLE ACCEPTABLE ? 

\ 
2 000 000 

/ 
c l l i l è . 
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$I)c INcto JBork Suite* 
Chaque mardi, retronvez un supplément special de 4 pages avec 
les meilleurs articles et éditoriaux du «New York Times», en anglais. 

Qui ueut 
la peau 
de la mime? 
Le contraceptif numero 1 des Francaises 
est délaissé pai' les plus jeunes, accuse d'ètre 
non naturai, source de troubles mlneurs, 
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LE SUGARDATING, CETTE PROSTITUTION QUI NE DIT PAS SON NOM 

LF^SOIR I 
À BRUXELLES ! \ 

La FGTB 
dénonce 
la précarité 
de Temploi 
à Bruxelles 

C e ritardi se tient le Som-
inet social bruxellois, 
rendez-vous annuel 

entre le gouverncnient et les 
interlocuteurs sociaux. 1.. pa
tron de la FGTB Bruxelles. 
Philippe \".m Muyider. saisil 
l'occasion pour Taire le point 
•in la -in..in.'il en région 
hnixelloisc. Il so ni igne avant 
tout plusieursfarteursqiu évo-
lumi pusjlivcinciit : • ìi I 
ile ehómugt qui diminur. llyu 
de* cnlutìoiix muia le pfiéntt-
mene est réti. Il u a austri de» 
dossier* qui evoltimi bien : la 
riforme de* groupe*T\bles. 
l'ordonnance en ma fière de 
latte cantre la tìixcri minatimi 
à l'rmhaurhe ». Mais il s'em-
p resse di- prèciser que In quali-
li I H - i pas in I H - I I I V - M i> 

lumi iiumbre d'emplois crées : 
" il u a une hutumeda nambre 
d'intéri mai rcx. de tempn ptir-
fieli* nubi», de» contrat* étif 
diant*. Pri* d'un tnavilleur 
brtixrlìoi* mr 7 mxupr un 
COJtfral trnifkmiinr. Plus de 
IS.fHJO permane* danti l'inte
rim le *MU laute l'annee avee 
de* contrai* d'un jouri En 
200*, eetait •5.0*7 -• Et de de-
noncer la précarisalkm - à la 
Deiivcroo • qui prugrvsse aus-
si rapidemrnt «pie Ir nWMftgB 
qui l'accompagnc : - I'ou*a vii: 
un emploi, soyez eontent «•. ce 
qu'il conteste ìennement. • 

• R I- NOSIN FORM AT ION S 

De moins 
en moins V 
de dossiers > sjjl 
en correctionnel 

Entre 2010 et 2015, les parquets ont enregistré une baisse 
de 18 %. Pour 2016 et 2017, la baisse serait plus forte encore. 

ALLEMAGNE 

Macron veut peser 
sur la formation 
du gouvernement 
p.n 

DIABLES ROUGES 

La tournée 
asiatique 
remplacée par 
deux amicaux 
à Bruxelles 

E n paesani, eri cinq ani. 
de 713.038 a 383.787. le 
nombre de dtwsk-rs en

train dans les parquets correc-
tiuiiuel» a de quoi interpeller. 
['.-•:!.ii i qui- cette l>.n < dr 
18% sur l'ensemble du |i,n>. ne 
sentii qu'un rvinl-goùl de» 
• hiffn•- qui .ve riessinent pour 
201f> et 2017. I - baisse ^oliale 
s'éleverait nlors à une trentaine 
de pour cent en l'espace de 

(|Ui'li]itri litri 
dexemplc. le parquet de 
Bruxelles annonee un chiffre de 
8 1 . 8 7 8 dossiers en 2U1M* co ut re 
!M."Ì')S l'annee avant. Et putii 
J()17, scs stjit isIujlKS |H>Ìlltcllt ;i 
ce jnur bl.<)4lì affaire*. 

IAT college de» procurcurs ge-
iiénitix sest donc penclié sur le 
|ihénoméne el y np|M>rte plu-
siciirs explications. 

Lii i i | torUui i t ' ili- in.i.'.-n* uin-

• ili-.'s putir la llttte 1 1 ' . l i le 
terrorisme figli rr au nomhre de 
eellcs-cf. D'alMird parce quelle 
miplique le déploH-nteiit de da-
>uiitagi de force» pulicicres 
rimi» le» me», ce qui a un cffcl 
• ii-Mi.i>il face a certnins types 
d'iiifraclkiiis Uni» dan» I''-

Hi. Il l i ' ir |i"1ll . [•••.: \<- K I B -
chngc» ik- sue»}. Mai» aussi 
parve que cette pnlitique d'oc-
cti|t;ition du terra in a des eflet» 

in•-.•in- IA- prix'iirem onerai 
de Liè({e. Christian Ile Valke-
neer. e«incede en eflet que mjbf 
eément. Un a moiri* de disponi' 
biiité* du iòté de* servire* dt 
finticr pour constater crrtaine* 
infrurtinnx... Ccxt un dru.rihnr 
élément dcrjilteation qui {ter
me! de tvmjrrrndrr la bai**e de 
da**ien entrain* *. 

• P . .1 N O T R I D O S S I E R 

Agents immobiliers : les clients seront mienx protégés 
D éjà suumis a une tébtIBB d'im-

portnnee en SOU qui durcissait 
les i • • •• en cas de malversa

timi» - -(.••.>' n-i' •!.- et radiahoti» à la ck* -
el enciMinqa-ait ks. formation», le soeleur 
immoliilier potipiiiit sa - profrssinnnali-
salion ». Moins diplomai iquement dit. les 
- eow-boys » existent e i K o r e , de me m e 
que des pratiques commerciales dou-
teuses et les malversai io ns. et une a ut re 
réforme s'imposait. Le pnijel de Ini est 
plissé en première letture au Consci I des 

ministres en juilici el devrait ètre vote 
avant la fin de lannée pour une entree en 
viguciir en 2018. 

Mai» que curi l i t i i l - i l . ce pnijel de lui. 
ci incrèti'meni, tlont mi non» iLssure * e/"'/ 
n'a pa* pattr votante'de renforrerle rrpre*-
xif, mai* plutòt *on tttlet prévtntif " ? 

Dabord. et cesi un point majeur de la 
réforme. quand une plainle arrìve sur sa 
tahle. rinstttut professinnnel de l'immo-
hilier ( U t ) pourm demander au jujte. se-
lon une procedure ri urgentr (en réfere). 

la ik-signation d'un administrateur provi-
soire, qui va géror l'apence, bloqtier lacees 
des cnmptes à l'A^ent ou au svndk' épin-
glé. L'aq^ent de» elicili» ne transiterai! 
dime pa» ver» d'unire» cietix en utu-miaut 
quon statue sur le ras 

\ i in- innmalion : la création par la lui 
de robl: i: .ri i pour l'agent iminubìlier 
d'ètre tilulaire d'un • compte l iers», 
comme cela se pratique pour les avocats 
ou les noiaires. I l s'agii de dissiK-ier les 
compies p iTsonnels de Infreni des 

comptes de la société du gerani. Cela a 
• >n importnnee en ca» de fatllite puisqu'il 
est dejn arrrvé qu une curatelle prélève ou 
liloque des Toud» de clients en transil sur 
le compie ile tagl i l i . 

F.nlìn. In procedure de trnilement des 
plaintes par l ' I l ' I sera intdiliée pourolTnr 
une voir de recours aux plaignants et le 
nive.iu de formation exigé des agents et 
sy-ndics sera relevé. • 

• P. Ifì N O S I N F O R M A T I O N S 

L'EDITO 
Beatrice Dervaux 

LE DÉSARR0I 
DU 

P0LITIQUE 

• egros coup sur la téte, puìs le 
L désarroi. Au Icndemain des 
électionsallemandes, une im
mense inlerrogation domine : 
comment donc parler a ces 

peuptes qui volent pourl'extrÉme 
droite ? Que dire et que pmposer 
lorsauc mémeen Allemagnc, les 
électeurs vont voter pour un parti 
qui lei ramène aux heures les plus 
noircs du racisme, du fascismeet 
de l'indignité ?Commentendi-
guer cette vague qui se propage 
sans se dissoudre, en France, aux 
Pays-Bas, en Pologne. en Hongrle, 
jusqu'aux Etats-Unis ? 
Peut-étred abord en ne se trom-
pant pas de constai. L'analyse du 
cas allemand rejaint celle du FN 
en France : les électeurs qui ont 
fait dimanche le sue ces de l'AID 
ne tont pas ce choix par convic-
tion « nazie », nostalgie du tour 
crématoire ou racisme primaire. 
Hs votenl comme on renverse une 

PtrTITES ANHOHCES 

5"413635"081224' 

table : sous le coup de la colere, 
par en vie de punir quelqu'un(e), 
scit ces dlrigeantsqu'ils voicnl 
éloignés de la realité de leur 
quotidien, qui n'asséneraient que 
des « il faut » et des n on doit » 
que, par ailleurs, ils s'applique-

Ci imnien t donc par ler 
i i cvs peupk's *111 : vo tvn l 
p iu i r l 'extri '-nir d r n i l r f 

r jiunt peu J eux-mémes. Envic de 
snrtir d'un h a r Ì 7 o n pursonnrl en 
cul-de-sac, ertvie de ne plus se 
sentir en danger ou dee lasse. 
Chómeurs. ouvrìers. jeunes. plus 
de 55 ans, classes moyennes : ils 
ont pour beaucoup le scntiment 
d'étre mis a l'écart/oublies par un 

KlGrONb 
MOTS CROIStS & 

ittita f, LOTfNlF 

progrès technologiqucou un 
prof il financrer réservés dèsor-
mais à une élite locale, ou à 
d'autres peuples, sur d'autres 
continents, qui ont, eux, le veni 
économique en poupe. 
Cesi une terrible défarte pour les 
valeurs humanisies de voir 
M Merkel sanctionnée pour un 
<< Wir Schaffen Oas » qui voulait 
rassurer les populations locatcs 
sur la Kestion de l'afflux de reiu-
giès, en marne lemps qu'assurer 
les migrants do l'existence d'un 
havre. C'est d'autanl plus cruel 
pour la chancelière qu'aujour-
d'hui, ceux qui ont vote contre elle 
reconnaitralent que le p*oblcme 
migratoirc est sous contròie. 
Mais la colere est là, amenant des 

respnnsables politiques partout 
en Europea penser quelle auto-
rise lesexcès populistes. et cette 
lameusew parole/action libérée » 
sur laquelle le Premier ministre 
belge sera amene a s'exprimer ce 
mardi à la Chambre. Quelle offre 
politique proposer à cescitoyens 
desabusés ? Quel projel de socié
té crédible et • faisablc » mcttre 
sur table ? Les ecologiste s et Ics 
sociaux-démocrates cherchent 
sans trouver. Le monde politique 
sera plus fori s'il i i: • • au 
niveau européen, mais celava 
demander d'élre courageux et 
tètu pour oser jouer cette carte 
communi; qu'en Allemagne aussi, 
désormais, il est devenu de bon 
Ion de déconsidérer. 

27 A 29 BON À DCCOUPER 

PETITE GA2TTTE 

V 

WEB 

Visant dt 

de niche, 
les podcasts 
ont le vent 
eri poupe 
P. 20 

CHRONIQUE 

Kahn: 
« Mélenchon, 
capable 
du meilleur 
mais trop souvent 
du pire » p. 21 

PRIX DE LA CRITIQUE 

« La Convivialit^l 
sacrée découverte 
théàtrale 
de l'année p. 17 

L E S O I R V -

Li sei la carte bianche 
de Thierry Lemmens, 
ancien commandant 
de bord Sabena/Sobe-
lair : K Ryanairr la fin du 
pira te ? », dans laquelle 
il •(firmi; qu'« un mana
gement comme celui que 
propose Michael O'Lea-
ry n'est plus acceptable, 
tant pour les conditions 
de travati des employés 
de Ryanair que pour le 
confort et la sécurité des 
voyageurs ». 
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Trump's tweet is a declaration of war, says North Korea 
Rhys Blakely Washington 

A bellicose tweet f rom President 
Trump constitutes a "declaration of 
war" against North Korea. Ihe regime's 
foreign minister saicl yesterday as he 
threatened to shoot American mil itare 
aìrcraft out of intemational skies. 

"Last weekend Trump claimed that 
our leadership wouldn't be around 
much longer, and hence. at last, he 

declared waron our country."' Ri Yong-
ho said in New York. 'Given that this 
comes from someone that is holding 
the seat of the United States presidency, 
this is clearly a declaration o f war." 

The remarks were apparently a 
response to a tweet bv Mr Trump in 
which he referred to n threat by Mr Ri 
tn detonate a hvdrogen l iomh over tl ie 
Pacific. "Just heard torcigli minister of 
North Korea speak al UN. If heechoes 

Labour vows 
more state 
control with 
£200bn raid 
McDonnell plans sweeping renationalisation 

Francis Elliott Politicai Editor 
Harry Wilson City Editor 

Labour has plcdged to seize control of 
up to £200bUlion of contraete ranni ng 
schools. hospilals and prisons in an 
expansion of iiationalisatinn plans that 
business leaders war ned would send 
investors " running for the hills'. 

John McDonnel l , the shadow 
chancellor, delighted party at t iv is t i 
and union leaders yesterday wi th a 
promise to "br ing back in-house" assets 
built and maintained under the private 
Bilance initiative {PFI). 

He also said that Rovai Mail and 
water, energy and rail companies 
would betaken back into publicowner-
ship in the first years of a Labour 
government. Ministers would decide 
compensation, paid in government 
bonds, for both nationaiisation pro-
grammes. l 'nder the pians, share-
holders of companies using tax novena 
could be punished by heing given less 
than thevafuatjon. 

Launchcd bv the Conservalives in 
1992, PFI projeets enable the state to 
fund héw public infrastructure wi ihout 
the government having lo raise the 
money up front. Builder* are instead 
coni mi ss io ned to provide projeets 
using their own money and the govern
ment pays the builder, or a company 
that buys out the contract. at regular 
intervals to lease the infrastructure 
over sevcral decades. PFI contractors 
liave inade mi i l ionsofpounds in prufils. 
Labour refusedtosav how manv of the 

719 PFI contraete in place would be 
nationalised. how theirvalue would be 
delermined or the likely cosL 

The head of Britains leading public 
spending think tank warned that the 
"very big-scale nationalisalion" would 
mean an "awful lot" in upfront costs. 
"This is not about just getting r id of 
austerity or moving back to where the 
last Labour government was." Paul 
Johnson, of the Instìtute for Fiscal 
Studies, said, "This is a root-and-
branch change to the way theeeonomv 
has worked sirice at least the 1970s." 

Carnlyn Fairhairn, direclor-general 
olTheConfederalion ofBri l ish Indus t r i 
which represents nearly 200,000 
businesses. said it would scare investors 
already nervous about Brexil. "This 
would threaten the living standard;» 
of the v m people that need help, From 
pensioners to students," she said. 
"Forced nationaiisation of large parts 
of British industry wil l send investors 
running Ibr the hillsandpuLsmispiaced 
nostalgia ahead of progressive vision.1' 

Mil l ions of pensioners. including 
reti red public sectorwoikers, face losing 
out under the PFI plans. experts said. 
The£4.2 bil l ion London Pensiona Fund 
Authori ty (LPFA), one of Brìtain's 
biggest retirement plans wi th nearly 
«H0.U00 members. among them fire-
fìghters and council workers. has an 
investment of eluse to £100mil l ion in 
Semperian PPP Investment.*. Partner*, 
a Jersey-registered PFI provider. 

Hdi Truel l . foimer chairman of the 
Contlnued on pag9 2, col 3 

thoughts of Litt le Rocket Man. they 
won't be around much longer!" Mr 
Trump wrote. Litt le Rocket Man was a 
reterence to Kim Jong-un. leader of the 
nuclear-armed regime. 

Mr Ri said yesterday: "Sinee the US 
declared war on our country, we wi l l 
bave every right to make counter-
mea^ures. ineluil ing the right to shoot 
down US strategie bomners even when 
they are not yet inside the airspace 

border of our country. The question of 
who won't iie around much longer wil l 
be answered then." 

Colone) Robert Mann ing. a Penta-
gon spokesman. said: " I f Nor th Korea 
does not stop their provocative actions 
we wil l make sure that we previde op-
tionstothepresident. ' Sarah Huckabee 
Snuderà the Whi te I louse press secre
ta re dismissed Mr Ri s claim as absurd. 

American B-1B Lancer bomhers. 

escorted by fighter jets. flew in inter-
natìonal airspace easl of North Korea 
on Satui-day. 'The flight, disclosed shortly 
hefore M r R ì was due to address the UN. 
was the farlhesl north of the demilita 
rised zone separating Nor th and South 
Korea that any US mil i tary sortie has 
f lown this century. the Pentagon said. 

Pyongyang tested what it said was a 
hvdrogen bomb that could he mounted 
on an intercontinental missile. 

Looking at you Prìnce Harry and hls girlfriend, Meghan Markle, appeared side by side at a public event for the first tlme as 
they atlended the Invictus Games. for Injured service personnel, In Toronto yesterday to watch a wheelchair tennis match 

Smile! Happiness boosts effect of f lu vaccine 
Oliver Moody Science Correspondent 

Older people going for their annual ila 
jab may find that i l helps to he a little 
more Roimie Corbett and a l i t t le less 
Victor Meldrcw. 

Researchers are t i y i ng to find waysof 
pepping up the over-nis hefore they see 
the CiP after discovering thal a sunny 
disposition improves their response to 
the vaccination. 

'['he lìndìngs come as academics 
warned that Ritraiti could he hit by the 
worst flu seasun in naif a century if the 
I I1N2 strain arrives f rom Australia, 
which had its worst outhreak on record 
thisyear.wi lhal least lob.OOOeasesand 
72 deaths. The elderlv are particularly 

vulnerable:flu vaccinestendtofai l in 50 
to 80 per cent of older adults. and more 
than 90 per cent of flu deaths occur in 
this age group. 

A smile may afford extra protectiun. 
howevcr. Scientists tound thal being in 
good spirits appears to exert a strnnger 
effect on the immune systemsuptakeof 
Ihe lìu vaccine l l iane\ercising.sleeping 
well or taking care over your d ie t 

A group led hv Kavita Vedhara, pro
fessor of heallh psychology al the l.nì-
versity of Nott ingham, signed up 138 
people aged 65 tu 85 tl irotigli four loca) 
GP surgeries in theautumn and ^̂ Tlnter 
of 2014-15. Ecfore and afterthejab.ench 
participanl reconJed their meals.aelivily. 
mood. stress levels and sleepìng hours 

every day. Immune responses were 
measured wi thblood tests. Theonlyfac-
lorwi th an effect on I he jans success W'as 
giKid cheer. The link was strongest on 
the day the jab was aduli l i iste red. ac
cordine lo fìndings published in the 
journal Brain, Behaviour and immunity. 

Watching a comedy has heen found 
lo raise concentralions of anlihodìes 
and curb inf lammation-inducmg cyto-
kines in the blood. The nextstep is to 
learn how lo tinker wi th this effect. 
Professor Vedhara said: "We're looking 
at wfaether we an i develop an interven-
tion which people can selt'-adm ini sten 
something that an older persoti could 
lislen to. mayhewhen they are sitting in 
their car beforehand." 
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GOLD 13Q6.B0 A 1.04% EURO L I M I T M 1 

What's 
News , 

Buffine ss Ó Fitwnce 

China is considering re-
laxing rules rcquiring 

foreign nulo makers lo liave 
a Iota! partner, a move that 
coluti pavé the wsy for Tesla 
to bulld cars there. Al 

• More largo compantcs 
aie disdosing theii politi-
tal spenriing and boards 
are takint> un mure direct 
oversight, a study i'ound. £1 

• Microsoft is unvoiliug 8 
customer-semee virtuaj 
assistant as ìt takes on 
in the market to apply 
ricini intelligence io every 
day business needs. Bl 

I B M 

Iraqi Kurds Rush to Participate in Independence Referendum 

• GE agreecl tu sell its in-
diistrial-solutiuns unir tu 
ABBIbr$2.6billlonasii5 
ne™ CEO continucs offorts to 
stranmline tilt' company. Bl 

• Unileier agreed to buy 
Carver Korea fot S2.7 bil-
lion, the Intesi in a si ringoi" 
skin-care acqui sitions. B3 

• Target is raìsing its mini
mum wage TO SU an hour 
slarling nexl monili and lo 
S15 wilhin three years as i i 
compete* to Iure workers. B3 

• A Hellman & Friedman 
consortinm is buying Dan-
Lsh payrnems-processlng 
firm Net* loi-S5.3 billion. BS 

• The U.K. and ED need ti i 
agree on LI deal lo protect 
trlUIons of dollars in deriva
l i ws contrae b. after' Brexil, 
the Bank uf England said. B8 

• Hurricane Maria 
caused an estimated S'IO 
liillion to S8S billion in in-
sured lusses, mustlv in 
Putito Riti). WSj.com 

• China said itlined three 
social-media operatore for 
hosting hanned coment. B4 

CROWD CONTROL Polite try to keep people from forcing their way Into a votlng station In the northern Iraql city of ErblL Kurds began 
votino Monday in a landmark referendum on indEperictence from Iraq, risking backlash from Baghdad and the International community. A3 

Merkel Seeks New Coalition 
German chancellor 
faces arduous talks to 
secure fourth term as 
far-right party rlses 

BERLIN—Chanccllor Angola 
M e r M started laying the 
giuundwurk fur an unprece-
dented three-way governiug 
conlitian, but face-d heaciwinds 
fri ini conservative allieti feel
ing from lusses tu an upstart 

nationalist party and claniur-
ing fur a toiighei- line un unmi-
gratiou and security. 

After her cerner-righi bloc's 
weakcr-llian-expecied viclory 
In sunday's election, Ms. 
Merkel faces no easy patii to a 
fourth terni. A coalition with 
the pro-business Erce Demo-
crnis, ine lavorod pmlner ol 
her Christian Democrats, 
would stili ludi a majority of 
seats in parliamem. And the 
ccnter-lc-ft Social Democrats, 
who nave govcrned alnngside 
Ms. Merkel fur the last luur 
years. reiterared pan Monday 

that they would reflue to 
serve as her junior partner for 
anotlier term. 

Thal leaves a three-way co-
alilion with Ihe Free Demo
crats and the emmnnmentaltst 
Greens. a eombination never 
before formed ori Ihe federai 
levd, as Ms. Merkel's only via-
ble oplioiL Ms. Merkel said she 
would mvitt tiie parties to pie-
lirninury ralks and ms commir-
ted to reaclimg an agreement. 

The Grecns favor liberal 
jjolfclos « i imniigration and 
European integration, putting 
theni ar odds with the Free 

Dempcrata and with 
tives in Ms. MerkeJ's bine. 

Tt is importali! tliat Ger-
many gel a good, stable gov-
emmenl." Ms. Merkel s;iìd ì\ A 
news ennference at her party 
headquarters in Berlin. 

Far more skeptieal rum-
blings carne from Munich, the 
base for the CDU"s inllueiiiial 
Bavarian sister party. Tb;; 
GhrLstirm Social Union. The 
CKU stiffered a stunnulg set-

flease see RI.ECrpage A5 

New U.S. 
Health 
Repeal 
Targets 
Key Votes 
Bv STEPHANIE ARMO DB 

WASHINGTON—Repubfi-
cuns pushing a last-ditch et-
fori lo topple the AfJordahle 
Tare Act neared a criticai 
deadline armed wit l i changes 
to the bill's text and a new 
liunip adnunistration analvsis 
anneri al wiiming over w/aver-
ing scnators. 

Pyongyang Officiai: 
U.S. Declared War 

tt was far from clear the 
changes would be enough io 
change the minds of the two 
GtìP senatori who have dc-
tlured their onyjosition, how-
ever. or uthers who have saiil 
they are leaning agaìnst the 
legislation. Bui sponsors ap-
peai'ed tu have little to lose, 
tieeding [u lock in .TO votes be
fane a Saturclay deadline, when 
a crucia) parliamenlary vehicle 
e^pires wii.1i Ihe end of I he fis
cal year. 

The iiuduted version of the 
bill sponsoreri by Seos. Lind-
sey Graham IR.. S.CJ and Bill 
Cassidy (R., La.>. circiilating 
among lobliyists and on Capi-
tol Hill as senators retujntrt tu 
Washington on Monday, would 
provide more bencfil.s to 
statcs inchiding Alnska, homo 
tu Republic a n Sen. Lisa 

Hease see HEALTH page A6 

• Rcpublicans pushing a 
last-ditch bill tu repeal the 
ACA mode several dianfies 
to win suppoiT as they 
neared a criticai deadline. AI 

• Germany's Merkel began 
ioying tliegrouiidwiiik fora 
three-way jzoveniinu toali-
lion after her bloc's weaker-
tlinn-esppclcd viciory. Al 
• Nataonalist party AfD 
made deep inroails in the 
stroiijtholds uf Germany's 
ostahlishment parti cs, dc-
tailed data showed. AS 

• Japan*s Abe cali ed a na-
tional election, betting vot-
ers would rally beh ind his 
alignmcnl with Tini tip in 
confrontili]; North Korea A4 

• North Korea's roreign 
minister said the U.S. liad de
clami war and l'yonsvang 
liad ihe righi lo responri. The 
U.S. dismissed tlie claiiiL A4 

• Kurds voted in a refer
endum on independence 
Ircm Iraq, risking baeklasli 
fjnm Baghdad and the in-
ternational community. A3 
4 Trump issued a new ban 
on entry to the U.S. tlint 
puLs liniils on eighl coun-
tiies. includine Ghad. North 
Korea and Venezuela. A6 

• Polnnd's president intro-
duced alaw thal would force 
a tliird of top judges to retire 
and give parliament more 
power to replace them. A5 

• Sharif retunied to Paki
stan to face a corruption 
trial, the ex-prime miiiis-
ter's politicai party said. A4 

• Deterse Secretary Matti s 
aiTivcd in India on a hip to 
reinforce a budding U.S.-In-
riia defense partnei^hip. Al 

A WASHINGTON 
NOVICE TAKES ON 

THE TAX CODE 

Treasury chief Mnuchin aims for an overhaul 
that no one else has managed since 1986 

Steven MI litichiti is farina 
tlie biggesl test of his short 
i.'uliiiL.il career. 

The Treasury secretary 
has uceu working tbr months 
io bridge divides between an 
impulsive pi'esident and a 
fractious Gnngrcss To deliver 
mi the Republican Party's 
promise of a simpleT uà 
code with lower mtes. 

He has a iiowerfid tail-
wind. Both Donald Trump 
and Republican lawmakers 
have promìsed a tasi over
haul. wliicli now remaiiis one 
Of their b tesesi domestlc 
policy priorities since rheir 
efforts to repeal ur overliaitl 
riie Affordable Care Act have 
so far falleri Fiat. 

Starked against Mr. 
Mnuchin, as negotiations 
rugai die make-or-break 
stage, aie unresolved intra-
party disagreements over 

acccptable and how tai( cilts 
shnuld be apporti mi ed 
among companics, high-in-
comc camera and ihe middle 
class. Lnlibyists stand ready 
to resisi almost any pro-
posed changes. 

Mr. Mnucliin is tackling 
ibis tcrrain ivnh less politi
cai experience than any 
Dtber recent Treasury secre
tary. He riidn't fnllow the tra-
jectoryof Henry Paulson or 
Robert Rdbin, vvlio acquired 
Wasliington contaets while 
leathng Goldman Sachs 
Group Ine, And while Mr. 
Mnuchin hai a dose relation-
ship with ihe president. il 
doesii't appear to be Hkc that 
of -lames Baker with Ronald 
Reagan, which allowed Mr. 
Baker to manage the last ma
jor rcvnmp of the Eax code. 

By conti-ast, Mr. Mnucliin 
tliis miinth fauni himself 
overrnied by the president 
on a policy Issue, tlie debt 
ceiling. 

We/LW m TAXES page AH 
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With Popularity Rebounding, Abe Calls Election 

f i 
Tesla May Get Easier Roacl to China 

SHANGlIAI-GIiina is enn-
sidering rela>:ing rules reuuir-
ìng foreign auto makers lo 
bave a locai partner, accorritng 
tO peopie with knowledge nf 
the situatlon. a move that 
coiild pavé the way for Tesla 
Inc. to mnnufactut'c vchiclcs in 
the country. 

Tesla has long dreamed of 
plantùig its flag hi Chhia. tlie 
world's higgest market for 
electric vehiclcs. bui finds it-
eelf die only notable auto 

maker witliout public plans ro 
manufachne electric vehicles 
there. Finding a locai partner 
has been a stlcking pohit. 

While there has long been 
talk or easìng illese rules, U.S. 
President Donald Trunip's de-
cisiun last month tu launch 
an investigation into Chinese 
tradc practices likely acceler
ateci discussions, tlicsc peo-

Under a draft proposai 
sliared with auio-industry ex-
ecutives. China is preparlng 
Lo allow foreign companies io 
marni fac ture electric velli eie s 

in free-irade zones vviihout a 
Chinese partner, though the 
cars would be stili subject ro 
import tariffs if sold in the 
country, the people said. Ihe 
pians were reponeri earlier 
by BUiomberg. 

Chma's commerce ministry 
spukesmaa Gau Feng declined 
to confimi those plans when 
askod by state-owneri broad-
castei- CCTV at a press brief
ing Thursday. Bui he said the 
govemment. in the futiue. 
would l'oli back poliries limit-
ingloreign inveslnieni in EVs, 

Pìease see TESLA pane A2 

Science Affliction: Is There a 'Biade Runner Curse? 

Sci-fi film is back, but origina] was ilisastTnus t'nr eenporate cameos 

BY DON STEINHERO 

Wher the 
"Biade Rimner" «ras released 
in 1982, it conjured a I-os An
geles of 2019 whose steamy 
streets teem with Ilyiiig cai-s 
and neon advertising. 

Then carne the curse: Muny 
of the robust brands shown 
thrivìng in llie cinemalìc fu
ture ran into final ioni rroubles 
in the real world. 

Next month, "Biade Kun-
ner" is back in a new film 
starring Rynn Gosling and 
Hairison Ford calieri "Biade 
Rnnner 2049.'' Su will the 

"Biade Humier'" curse return 
wilh the sequcl? 

The originai curpora te 
curse was wìdespread. Atari, 

whose logo shines on the 
Street behind Mr. Ford in the 
originai film, held d n KÔ n 
share ofthe home videogame 
market in 1982. Within a voar 
of its ramen, I he company was 
dimiping nnckloarls uf ìuisolri 
games into a New Mexico 
landflll. virtim of a massive in-
dustry slump. 

Headphone maker Koss 
Corp.. featuied on an electron-
ics sture in the origìmil "Binde 
Kumier," filed for cliapter 11 

flesse see CURSfì page AS 
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North Korea 
accuses US of 
declaring war 
Pyongyang threatens to shoot down 
planes after Trump's warning tweet 

Suspended sentence for Oxford student 

Julian Borger and Sabrina Siddiquì 
Washington 

North Korea has aecused Donald Trump 
of declaring war and threalened to 
shoot down US bombers in intemational 
airspace in a signìficant escalation of 
tensions between the two countries. 

The North Korean foreign minister. Ri 
Yong-ho, said: "The whote world should 
cleaiiy remember it was the US who first 
declared war on our country." Me referred 
in particutar to a tweet by Trump on 
Sunday that warned that the regime's 
leaders "won't be around much longer", 

In hìs first address to the UN last 
Tuesday, Trump had also warned that 
if the US and its allies wereattacked, he 
would "totally destroy" North Korea. 

Ri said the UN and the intemational 
community had hoped that the war of 
words between the two countries would 
not turn info "real action". 

"However, last weekend Trump 
claimed our leadership won't be around 
much longer, and hence at last hededared 
war on our country," Ri said, speaking to 
journalistslhrough an intei preteroutside 
the UN general assembly in New York. 
"Given the fact this carne from someone 
who holds the seat of the US presidency, 
this is clearly a declaration of war," 

He added: "Since the United States 
declared waron our country, wewìll have 
every righi to make cairn ter-measures, 
mdudmgthe right to shoot down United 
States strategie bombers even when t bey 
are not yet inside the airspace borderof 
our country. 

"The question of who won't be around 
much longer will be answered then." 

The US denied it had declared war but 
said it had mìlitary optìons if North Korea 
did take rurther "provocative" actions. 

"Frankly, the suggestion of that is 
absurd," said the White House press 
secretary, Sarah Huckabee Sanders. 

"Our goal is stili the same: we continue 
to seek the peaceful denudearisation of 
the Korean peninsula," she said. "That's 
our focus - doing that through both the 
mostmaximumeconomicand diplomane 

pressures as possible at thispoint." Katina 
Adams, a spokeswoman for the state 
depaTtment, said: "The United Slates has 
not'declared war'onNorth Korea. Wecon-
tinue to seek a peaceful denuclearisation 
ofthe Korean peninsula. No natìon has the 
right to fire on other nations' aircraft or 
shipsin intemational airspace or waters." 

Meanwhile, the Pentagon said it had 
the right to fly sorties offthe North Korean 
coast and would continue to do so. Col 
Robert Manning, a defence department 
spokesman, said the US had weighed 
mìlitary options in confronting the threat. 

" I f North Korea does not stop their 
provocative actions... we will make sure 
that we provide options to the president 
todeal with North Korea "Manningsaid. 

Ri's threat carne after a week in which 
tensions mounted, with an exchange of 
insults between Trump and Kim Jong-un. 
the North Korean dictator, and culmin-
ating in Trump's Sunday tweet and a sortie 
by US B-iB heavy bombers escorted by 
fighter planes off the North Korean coast 
- the first time US warplanes have flown 
north of thedemilitarised zone that has 
separated North and South Korea since 
the 1950-53 war. 

TheUSand North Korea have remained 
atwarever since, formally speaking.There 
was no peace treaty - and a UN armistice 
has remained in force since 1953. 

North Korea claimsitsnational airspace 
as more than 50 miles off its coast, wliile 
the US recognises only the intemational 
norm of 12 nautical miles (14 miles). It is 
notdearhowcloseSaturday'ssortiecame 
to the North Korean coast. 

Neither isit clear whether Pyongyang's 
anti-aircraft missites could shoot down a 
US bomber. Its KN-06 missiles have an 
estìmated range dose to 100 miles but it 
is not known whether it has the means to 
target and hit an offshore target. 

"ItiseasieTtoprevent penetra tion than 
strike an aircraft that is offshore. The US 
mìlitary will be callbrating how and where 
it flìes," said Adam Mount, a senior fellow 
at the Centre for American Progress. 

cont imied on page 2 -> 

Barnier and 
Davis clash 
amid Brexit 
deadlock 

Lavinia Woodward, who stabbed her boyfrìend, outside court yesterday. J f c 
A judge had h i ni od she wouldn't be jailed as it could damage her career 

Daniel Boffey and Rowena Mason 

The Brexit secretary, David Davis, and the 
EU's chief negotiator, Michel Barnier,have 
dashed over the UK's exit bill and Brir-
ain's request fora transìtion period after 
Theresa May's Florence speech failed to 
unlock the stalemate in negotiations. 

On the first day of the fourth round of 
talks. Barnier said the prime ministeri 
€20bn (£17.6bn) offer did not mean the UK 
would be given a transition period or that 
negotiations could move on to the detaìl 
of a future trading relationship. 

"It remains more necessary than ever 
to create die trust that we need to set up 
and build upon our future relationship," 
he said, adding that it was up to Btitain 
to provìde "darity " with time runnìngout 
before it leaves. 

During a joint appearance in Brnssels, 
Davis insisted there "could be no excuses 
for standing in the way" of progress this 
week and that it was "ohvious" that dis-
cussions on the fìnancial settlement 
needed to be undertaken in the context 
of talks over the future relationship. 

Barnier's opening remarks are likely 
to rjisappoint No IO and infuriate senior 
Brexit supporters in thegovemment, who 
believe that May's Florence speech was a 
generous offer to the EU. 

Boris Johnson, the foreign secretary, 
yesterday used a visit to the Czech Re pub
lic toctaim the "ball is in the [EU's] court" 
after May promìsed tocarryon payinginto 
the EU until at least 2020 and offered to 
enshrine the rights of ELI citizens living 
in the UK in the Brexit withdrawal treaty. 

"Weare offeringagreat deal on citizens, 
a great deal on money, and an uncondi-
tional commitment to the defence of 
Europe. Let's hope we can move this thing 
forwardandget these negotiations going," 
the foreign secretary said in Prague. 

Johnson then headed to Romania and 
Slovakia as pari of a "ntission to explain 
the Florence speech and what it means for 
our determi nati on to get on with negotia
tions over Brexit", while May placed an 
opinion article in a Czech newspapet, 
part of an effort to bypass the European 
Commission and take the UK's arguments 
straight to member states. 

However, EU member stateshave made 
clear that authorityoverthe talks lies with 
Barnier, whoinsiststhatBrussels needs to 
see sufficient progress on citizens' rights, 
the fìnancial settlement and the Irish bor-
der before discussing future trade. 

Continued on page 2 -* 

Nerve implant raises alertness of man in vegetative state 
Hannah Devlin 
Science correspondent 

A35-vear-old man who had been in a vege
tative state foT 15 years has shown signs of 
consciousness after receiving a pioneer-
ing therapy involving nerve stimularion. 

The treatment challenges a widely 
accepted view that there is no prospect of 
a pa tieni recove ring co nsciousnessifthey 
have been in a vegetative state for longer 
thjT [11 \l>: 

Since sustaining severe braìn inju-
ries in a car accident, the man had been 
completely unaware of the world around 
him. But when fitted with an implant to 
stimuiate the vagus nerve, which travels 
info the bratnstem, he appeared to flicker 
back into a state of consciousness. 

He starter! to tiack objects with hiseyes. 
Degan to stay awake while being read to, 
and his eyes opened Wide in surprise 
when the examiner suddenly moved her 
face dose to the patient's. He could even 
respond to some sunpie requests, such as 
turning his head when asked, although it 
tookabout a minute. 

Angela Sirigu, who led the work at the 
Institul des Sciences Cognitives Marc 
Jeannerod in Lyon, Ftance, said: "He is 

This paper is a warning 
to ali those believing 
that a vegetative state 
is hopeless after a year' 

stili paralysed, he cannot talk, but he can 
respond. Now he is more aware." 

Niels Birbaumer of the University of 
Tiibingen, who is a pioneer of brain-
computer interfaces to help patients with 
neurological disorderscommunicate.said 
thefindmgsraisedpressingethicalissues. 
"Manyofthesepatientsmayandwill have 
been neglected, and passive euthanasia 
may happen often in a vegetative state," 
he said. "This paper is a warning to ali 
those believing that this state is hopeless 
after a year." 

The vagus nerve, which the treatment 
targeted, conneets the brain to almost ali 
the vital organs in the body. It runs from 
the brainstem down both sides of the 
neck, across the chest and into the abdo-
men. in the brain. ir is linked directly to 

two regions known to play a role in alert
ness and consciousness. 

In surgery lastìng about 20 mìnutes, 
a small implant was placed around the 
vagus nerve in the man's neck. After 
one month of vagai nerve stimulation, 
the patient's attention, movements and 
brain activity had significantly improved 
and he had shifted inìo a state of minimal 

Recordings of brain activity also 
Tevealed major changes. with signs of 
increased electricai communication 
between brain regions and significantly 
more activity in areas linked to move-
ment, sensati on and awareness. 

Simìlar stimulation has already been 

Continued on page 4 -* 
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• German electionx Commcnt special — P A G E S e & ° 
• What now for euro reform? — B I G R E A D , P A G E 7 

• News and analysis - P A G E S 2 s. 3 

Bank Brexit begins 
While politicians wrangle. jobs are 
leaving the UK — P A T R I C K J E N K I N S . P A G E 1 2 

Abe faces new 
rivai in Japan's 
snap election 
Stimo Abe. Japan's primi minisLer. 
annnmucs his ealUngot a stiap det Cinti 
in Tokyo yesterday. ITesc-t the vote for 
Octrjber 12. pmmising la run on a piat-
I ori ti ol slronj; leadership ajjahtóL Nurth 
Koreaaud hicreascìeduvliiai spemi mg. 

MrAbcgocs info the e JIIID.IÌJIP.V.ÌIII a 
hugeleadm opinion polis bui will fate a 
fresh forre in lapanese poiitìcs atterrile 
'llikyo goveraor. ¥iLiiko Koike. said site 
wniild Icrwi a new pnrl.y lo run agninsl 
Lheriilìngl, illuni Demoemtic party. 

The volt will determina whellier 
|apan continue* with ir* drive to «cape 
ye.irs of deflaiion tlironRh massive eco
nomie stimili 115 and whether Mr Abe 
ranpushlhroiighconstituiioualchange. 
Reportpage4 
Short Vlew page 11 

Merkel admits strategy 'polarised' 
Germany as grip on power loosens 
» Rccriminations fly over liability for AID poli surge • Euro falls on scnsc of grcatcr risk 

CIiaiKelIór Ariseli Merfwl admilied 
yesierday she had "polarised" (Jcnnany 
wilh her coni rov ersi al relugee policy, 
attei an election breakthrmiEh by the 
popolisi righLwlng Alternative lor Ger
many upended rialional pnlilits and 
waken.-d hergripoo puivei. 

A? recriminationsfleivoverresponsi-
bllltyfor tbe AlD'si riunì pliajidlierown 
parly's lossol suppori in Sunday's el ec
timi. Ms Merkel Insistali she vouJd siay 
in office ior a lourlh terra and look the 
Inni steps in wli.il could Ile compie.* 
iiejMhtìohi rjv>'i' -i in'W.iialitinii. 

Ms Mcrkcl's Christian L'cr.iociai-lcd 
bloe and the ccnLre-lcfl Social Demo-
crals Its current eoaiition partner, bolli 
slumped lu Ibtlr lowesl sbaie oi the 

natimi al vote sinre L949, leavinglhe AfD 
and the ot ber three smnller partieswith 
ali uilpreccdcnled stare ol parliarueii-
taryseatj. 

Ihe iesu.lt pushed Ihe euro down as 
mucb as 0.4 pei ceni against the dollar 
Lo SI. 190 yeiltrday. ai currcncy mar-
kris «listi rbcd H SCHMC ni grealer Rnrn-
[ii-.iii politicai rrtk. 

The ncxi government will start with 
tbe eeonomy in good sciape bill lacing 
seri ous diali e nges troni renigee hne>,Ta-
lion, ihescandalu1 LTiariuakeis diesel 
culi bini l i ani] the posslblc relormol ihe 
i-uroyone. Preside ni Emmanuel Maturali 
of Fruire is due lo.in unum ehi spi i ipos-
als f or the cu rrc ncy a rea rod ay. 

Tbe SPD said il wanLed to be inoppo-
sition la tebuild l i t e : a chastening 
de/est. Ms Merkel salti she would i t i l i 

aj'prnach the Social Demncnits over a 
new p(ivrTimii.'iii .as ni'll ;v<di!irii^siii^;t 
rare llirer-way eoalilion HÌLIl Iwu 
smaller partie^-thel-reeDenioerats and 
the Greens. 

preliminari results sug°ested the 
C'DU bloe. CJreuns and FT1P wonld tom-
lorìalily bave u niiijunly ol srals in par-
Ikimeiil. Bui adeal lo forni .1 ronlltlon 
could take montlis, siven dark policy 
dillneiK : i lic-t-,veen ine parties. 

l'hecliaiicellor faces attacksfrom ber 
o«ti CDU and Its more njibtvini; sistet 
fiarl) in Bavaria, llie Clii'i^linn Sodai 
Union, wilh crii ira «telisi ufi herol lncl-
ling the AfD'* rise by nioving tini far 
away frani the bloe 6 con9crvativc ori-
gins, uotably wilh ber liberal reiugee 

Mi Merkel luld a press touierence 

Hursl Seeholer 
of the CSD 
fays UsWBI a 
'mistaketoleave 
open the risili 
flankr io actack 

ystfrikiy slie |p=|ii>n=ihle loi deep 
puliti':al " i mlans.itinn ' llial was"hnked 
lo me as ipersoli, quìteclearly". 

But she deehned lo admit lo mistakes 
In deetsions that led to more than lui 
migranti eoming to Germany in 
3015-16, She pul a brave tace on her 
decitimi si-tbark. snyin^Lhnt ilw,i>"nol. 
set In slclieUial afler~12years [jiiorflee] 
wc wonld gei the opportunity te. forni 
another governmcni' '. 

IlorstSeeiioler.theCSU leader,saldi! 
bad heeu a "uiistake tu leave open Ihe 
righi fhi i i r ioal lnrk by Ihr Ali), while 
bis party lineili l'onsiileii'il si:ra|tping 
ilsjoint pai Ila me ma ry group wilh the 
CDU before deciding to stay inside the 
uldt.sl alUanveintiemiaiipolities, 
Reports 6 analysii pagc^2b3 
Analysis & eommenl pages 7- v 

lliCarverKotea,uindi niak-ii lare masks.body 
loticimaiid W hi lenii ig ere ami-.— I-*GE n LE\. PUGCIO 

•• Oil pritc surgt* tu (wo-ytar high 
Brentcrude rose ubo1, e vis a bai i t i lo ihe highesL 
levelsinr.'21115. lilli-ilhy hot-ffirJH ingd^mand and a 
Li 1 real Lo Tran, i Kiinlea.aosuport- ,is Lhe uggioli hokls 
apoil on iude|.«iidente.— PACE IB RURDS VOTE, PASE I 

- Fonner I [SBC banlter's Iraud trial starts 
l.awyersinthecloselywatdied 
LScaseoI Maii( | ubnson. the 

aney",-

• IM Koreasays Trunip has declared war 
NortbKoita'sloi-.'h;iiniinistei .acnsedDonald 
Trumpolrlr, liuirie ivi ì Insci H inir> andwnrned 
Unii PyoRKyaiKtirteli short downlJSwarplaiies 
liyiiualvy, e ili-: K.-.renii peni usala.- PAGE* 

* Uneven gains of US recovery laid bare 

•• ABB pays $2.6lm tur slruggllng GE uiiìf 
Swls-senglneerABa lias houdiLQE'^ailhigIndustriai 
SolullonsLinil forH>J.6bn lini- pausingibs&bnsitare 
huyliarU. The deal ispan ni a te]\g nfClf/s portlollo 

• Klian <ieek» to capi ta l ì seOD Sharil's [al] 
After U-iumphiueinhavm^Naiva; Sharii removedas 
Pakistìin'spremiei ami with just nv nths untll the 
nextgeneral elc-etiot'i ci ickei stai intran Khan 
hashisbest diain -ni tnmlly bei siriiingfM — P»EE* 

Novartis chief aims to s tir 
'productivity revolution' 

II 

Ride-hailinggroup Lyft eyes Britain 
as Uber reels from canceÙed licence 

MABMUMITAMOHGlA— LD•JIJ•^ 

US-based cab - hai [ing company Lyft has 
put the UH on thcshorlliutol interna-

I markels in wliich il mighl 
expand as its competitor Ulier lights to 
.•ve i l uni ÌI II in in London. 

I he company has becn working ori a 
pian lo expand inlernalionally and eye-
Ing dties Inrluding London, Tnniiito 
and Mexli'o City; areoreting to a persoli 
familiar wilii Lite internai discussions. 
Lffi has also held «everal high-level 
talks vnth Lundon's n ansi>ort regnlator 
Lhìs yeur, atcordlng lo public rccords. 

I yll hai brtn rapully Inking market 
sbare from Ulier in tbe l'S. in pari by 
.apitalising mi a baeklash agaiust a 
scries of controversi cs surroundbig its 
rivai, by pronxoUOg mure dri\er-
ftietidly image stialegies. sndi as l i j i -

pul'j via ihe npp.Lyit 's market shaiv 1I.IH 
risen troni 16 per cent ar tlie beghining 
ol the year to 2J per cent in August. 
urloni inglobala [niiUiSecnnilMeasiir*'. 

t-lspaiiiiou ni the UK h) l.ylt would 
raise the slakes lor Uber in its largesl 
European market as ir reels tmm a deci
sori la.sl weelt by UK regiihilom not to 
rencwilsllccncein London. 

Uber's ttSW tblel executive has proin-
ised linhaii^,- the way the senice oper-
ates. In an open apology to Lolldoners 
tliai markedasoftenonefromagrt'up 
known l'or its aggressive approach lo 
regulatlou. 

"On bchalf ol everyonc al Uber glo-
lially, I apnlagìsc for the mwi akcx vte\r 
made," Darà KIIDSI'UWShalli sani in an 
open letter. *ìVe will appeal t bis dee ìs ioli 
on behaif oi miihons of Londoucrs. but 
we do so wilh ilie Uuawkdge llial ne 
must dsodiange." 

Lyffs senior management, spectti-
cally chief strategy offìcer Ka] Kaponr 
and global poiicv ciuci Mike .iiasier-
raan. have had live vouversalinns wilh 
London's rci;iilalor siili e lauiury 2015, 
ineludiiig threehi-peraon iiieeliiigs mid 
twotdcphor 

The medi 

Lyfts il and the dc/volop-
menLoI mayorSadlq Khan'sTr.insporl 

At A meeting in Mare h in New York. 
Michel Ilurwiu, (he London reguiaior's 
director oi iranspori iniovaiioii. mei 
Lyft's Mi Kapoor and Mi Masserniiin. 
lorau update on'LheiTongoingbushiess 
slriilegy", acrording lo Frcrdnm ni 
l i i i j i in.iiiou reoords. 

A spokesinan fot Lyft declined to 
commcnt onivhether ihe company w&s 
plauniii^lolauiv-h iuLtiudou. 
www.ft.tom/lambard 
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37 CULTURA 25 arios sin Cesar Manrique, 
el artista que 'disenó' la isla de Lanzarote 

VIAJES Sudafrica ysusparques se reivindican 
comò destino para conocer el Àfrica mas salvaje 
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• Engullimos de un sorbo la mentirà que nos adula y liebemas gota a gola la v e r d a d que nos amarga (Denis D idero t ; • 

Trapero desafi'a a la Fiscalia 
y pianta al mando de Interior 
Manda a su 'nùmero 3' a la reunión con la Guardia Civil y la Policia • El fiscal envia a los Mossos 

a los colegios para impedir que los directores faciliten que se conviertan en centros de votación 

J A V O OMS.' FERNANDO LÀZARO 
B A R C E L O N A . M A D R I D 

El mayor de los Mossos d'Esquadra. 
Josep Luis Trapero, mantuvo ayer 
su desafìo y piamo al corone! de la 
Guardia Civil Diego Lopez de los 
Cobos en su primera reunión corno 
mando polidal unico comra el 1 -O. 

Mas tiene 15 
dias para pagar 
la il a 11 za de 5,2 
mlllones por la 
consulta del 9-N 

MANUEL MARRACQ MADRID 

Artur Mas tiene desde ayer una 
cuenta atras aùn mas acuci ante 
que la del 1-0. Si dentro de 15 
dias el Tribunal de C'uentas no 
ha recibxJo 5,2 millones de euros, 
pondrà en marcha embargos 
contra el ex preside»!, rres ex 
consejeTOs y otros cinco cargos 
de la Generalità! comò responsa-
bles de gastar fondos ptiblicos en 
la consulta ilegai del 9-N. 

El tribunal encargado de im
partir justicia contable les comu
nicò ayer las cantidades que de* 
ben presentar corno fianza en 
ese plazo y que en caso de con-
dena serviràn para restituirai 
erario pùblico el di nero que gas-
taron en la votación celebrada 
en 2014. SIGUE EN PAGINA IO 

En su no rubre. Trapero envió al co-
misario Ferran Lopez, su nùmero 
irta, quien durante la cumbre mos
trò el ree ha/o del cuerpo a ser lute-
lado. También informò no obstanie 
de que. mientras esperan que la fis-
calia cambie de parecer, acataràn 
las órdenesdel Ministerio Publico. 

La Historia 
los fugga ya 
JOHN H. ELUOTT P A 

En paratelo, el fiscal superiorde 
Cataluria ordenò a los Mossos que 
interroguen a directores y responsa-
hles de centros escogidos corno pun-
tos de votación para evitar que cola
no™ con la celebración del referen
dum, a riesgo de cometer un delito. 

PACIWSi 'EOnOft lALENPACHt l 

Agcntes de los Mossos. la Guardia Civil y la Policia haccn guardia, ayer, ante la Dclcgackin del Gohicmoen Cataluria. A L B E Aro a L O C L I 

Alemanla se quedarà 
con un Gobierno en 
funciones hasta Navidad 
La CSU, socio histórico de Angela Merkel, amenaza 
con retirarle su apoyo si no da un giro a la derecha 

CARMEN VALERO BERLIN 

Tras una campana tediosa y resulia-
dos decepcionantes para los dos 
grandespartidos atemanes, comien-
za e) espectaculo y se preve que du
re hasta Navidad, Las conversacio-
nes para formar Gobiemo no co-

menzaran antes de las elecciones 
del 15 de octubre en el muy impor
tante estado 1 ed erado de Baja Sajo-
nia. y los posibles compaiìeros de 
viaje de Angela Merkel quieren ir a 
la próxilria legislatura con la cara im
plora llena. S E U E EN PAGINA IB 

UAX OPENUA 
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J P Morgan 
desaconseja 
invertir en 
Espana por 
la crisis de 
Cataluna 

DANIEL VIAfiA MAWIO 

Los analistas de JP Morgan en-
vian una Clara advertencia a 
sus dicntes: deben vender deu-
da espaiiola y completar su 
cartera con bonos de Portugal 
y Alemania, Y deben hacerlo lo 
antes posible. porque el órdago 
independeraista de Cataluria se 
va a notar en el corto plazo y 
va a provocar pérdidas. «El 
equipe de -IP Morgan reco-
mienda recortar posiciones en 
la deuda a 10 ahos de Espana y 
apostar por las referencias de 
Portugal y Alemania», se expli
ca en el informe con el niem-
brete del mayor banco de Esla-
dosL'nidos. SIGUE E N PAGINA 22 

COMO HEMOS 
LLEGADO A ESTO (V) 

Nifìos de la 
inmersión, 
fàbrica de 
patriotas 

OLGA R. SANMARTIN BARCELONA 

Durante tres décadas. el nacìo-
nalismo calatali ha ido constru-
yendo su modelo de escuela 
mientras e] Estado se encogia 
de homhros. En las aulas publi-
cas no se garantizan la neutra-
lidad ideologica ni el castellano 
corno lengua vehicular de la 
enscnanza. PACINASIAVIS 

EM2 / SOCIEDAD 

El viaje al infierno 
de Rocio y sus 
cuatro hijos 
Los menoresdeambularon en 
la miseria antes de vivir cinco 
dias con sus padres muertos 
P O R CHEMA RODRiGUEZ PAGINA42 
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El jefe de los Mossos evita la 
reunión con el mando ùnico 
Tres cuartas partes de los El separatismo discute en La Generalitat paga los 
aniidisturbios de la Policfa quécondiciones hacer la gastos de los observadores 
se encuentran ya eri Catalana declaración de independencia internacionales convocados 

R. C A R R A N C O / P. R lOS 
R. DE M I G U E L . Barcelona / Madrid 
Josep Lluis Trapero, jefe de los 
Mossos d'Esquadra, no acudió 
ayer a la reunión eonvocada por 
el coronel de la Guardia Civil 
Diego Perez de los Cobos. que 
actua hajo instrucciones de la 

Fiscalia Superior de Cataluna pa
ra frenar el referendum ilegal 
del próximo domingo. Trapero 
delegò en su mimerò dos. el comi-

saria Ferran Lopez. Tanto la Po-
licia Nacional corno la Guardia 
Civil si enviaron a sus responsa-
bles orgàrùcos. Mientras, los l i -

El expolio que nunca exislió PÀGINÀS 2 4 Y 2 5 

deres secesionistas dehaten cò
rno proclamar la independencia 
después del 1 de octubre. En con-
tra de lo estipulado por la UE, la 
Generalitat correrà con los gas
tos de 14 observadores interna
cionales contratados para super-
visar la jornada. PAGINAS I B A 2 8 

Policias nacionales y m o s s o s d'esquadra dialogar! en u n a comisar ia durante la declaración d e un joven crtado por colaborar con el r e f e r è n d u m . 

El Rosellón, considerado por el soberanismo 
la Cataluna norte, se distancia del 'procés' 

En Perpiiiàn està claro: 
iVive la France! 

M A R C B A S S E T S . Perpifiàn 
Nick Gintenez tiene un aire de vie-
jo patriarca de Macondo. Desde la 
plaza del Puig, en la colina del cen
trico barrio de Sant Jaume, con
troia los resortes de la comuni-
dad. Està acostumbrado a mediar 
entre àrabes y gitanos. entre gita-
nos y payos y entre los propios 
gitanos. "Comprendo a loscatala-
nes. Lo pagan todo ellos". dice en 
el catalàn genuino de los gitanos 

de Perpinan. 'Este Rajoy es difi-
cil. (.eh? La independencia, Espa
na no la concederà". Gimenez ex
plica que se levanta cada dia a las 
seis y se conecta a TV3. "Me in
quieta que acabe mal", dice. Dall' 
bautizó la estaetón de tren de Per
pifiàn corno el centro del mundo, 
pero estos dias el centro del mun
do —del mundo perpinanés. sin 
duda— se situa 200 kilómetros, 
en lìarcelona, PASO A LA PAGINA 2 7 

Si vas en serio sa 

La Victoria 
escasa de 
Merkel 
complica el 
futuro de la UE 
La canciller t end rà que 
negociar una dif ici l 
coalición de Gobicrno 

L . D O N C E L / C. PEREZ 
Berlin / Bruselas 

La fràgil Victoria de Angela Mer
kel en las elecciones del domingo 
situa a la canciller alemana en la 
compiicadisima tarea de unir en 
un mismo Gobierno a cuatro par-
tidosconprogramasen lasantìpo-
das. A Merkel le reprochan en ca
sa el peor resultado de su partido 
desde 1040. del que se ha benefi-
ciado en parte el nacionalismo po
pulista. Bruselas asume que este 
revés complicare la agenda refor-
mista europea. PAGINAS 3 A 7 

EDITORIA I N \ PÀGINA I d 

Los kurdos 
desafian a Irak 
y votan en su 
referèndum 

A N G E L E S E S P I N O S A , Erbii (irak) 
Ilusionados y desafiantes, los kur
dos de Irak acudieron ayer a vo
tar en un referèndum de inde
pendencia que ha desatado las 
alar mas del Gobierno centrai y 
de sus vecinos. Los cànticos de 
las mezquitas y las campanas de 
las iglesias anticiparon un am
plio "baie" (si en kurdo). PAGINA 12 

ADEMÀS 

Corea del Norte se 
considera en guerra 
con Estados Unidos 
El ministro norcoreano de Exte-
riores. Ri Yong-ho, afirmó ayer en 
Nueva Yokque EE UU ha declara-
do la guerra a su paisy que Pyong
yang se reserva el derecho a derri-
bar aviones estadounidenses. P 9 

La cruzada de Terminator a 
favor del medio ambiente P 3 4 

Jennifer Tcegc: "Mi abuclo 
me Mulina pegado un tiro"P37 

El ereeimiento de la Manca en 
la sombra alcrta a la UE P 4 5 

Cantantes y deportistas, 
de rodillas con tra Trump P 5 2 
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CìncoDias 
El desembarco de lujo de Zara en San Francisco P 

Uber presiona a Londres con el voto popular —P4yl3 

Merkel se juega su legado en Europa Por Bernardo de Miguel —3 

Anticorrupción 
acusa a Popular de 
falsear información 
para ampliar capital 
La fiscalia pide al juez que admita una treintena 

de querellas contra Ron, Saracho y el auditor PwC 
Solicita dos piezas separadas: una por administración 

desleal y otra por manipulación del mercado -m 

El acceso a un fàrmaco en Espana "depende del 
código postai", denuncian las multinacionales 
—P8-9. Editoiial en P7 

Espiritu 
inconformista. 

2&è 3 > 
ayg.es 

Mapfre: impacto en 
el resultado de basta 
200 millones por las 
catàstrofes natiirales 

Elsegurodevida 
es m i 48% mas caro 
con el banco que 
con la aseguradora 

—P26 

E175%delosfbndos 
de Bolsa espai ìola 
ganamenos 
que el mercado 

Ryanair afronta 
sucr i s i sconun 
n ìi 1 loi i de bìl letes 
desde 9,79 euros 

—P12 

Una persona reparte papelctas para el referèndum, E F E 

Guindos y el Circulo de 
Empresarios alertan 
de inversiones paradas 
porel'procés' 

Las raices económlcas del problema catalan (DI) 

El agravio de los peajes 
y unferrocarril "indigno" 
Por Javìer F. Magarino —P6-7 

El Foco 

iA qué Hacienda pagaràn 
los catalanes? 
Por Carlos Cuervo-Arango —P5 

Carteras de fondos indexados 

Planes de pensiones 

Crindexacapital 
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• Inversor 
Draghi defiende 
mantener un cierto 
nivel de esrimulos ra 

• los9vatorespreferidgs 
de Gokfciunen [spana rao 

Varapalo judicial 
al pian de salvamento 
de Abengoa n 

Las tormentas restan 
hasta 200 millones al 
resultado de Mapfre ras 

<LPor qué WalMart, BBVA y Ford 
compran empresas tecnológicas? 

EL DESAFIO SECESIONISTA 

El 80% de las ventas catalanas 
va al resto de E spana y a la UE 
HI m i n i s t r o de E c o n o m i a , 
Luis de Guindos, sei ìaló aver 
que la i n d e p e n d e n e ì a de Ca
talana seria un "suicidio", de-
bido a que no só lo la excluiria 
de Espana, s ino de t odo el 
mercado de la Un ion Euro
pea. El 8 0 % de las exportn-
eiones catalanas se dirigen a 
e s tà zona, de donde Cataluiia 
obt iene 82 .000 mi l lones al 
ano en ventas. Es mas, dieci-
s ìe te de los veinte principales 
clientes cumerciales de e s t à 
comunidad se situan dentro 
de la UE. P 2 4 a 2 9 / E D I T O R I A L 

DONDE VENDE CATALUNA 
En pmcenlaje. 

Espana 

40% 
Resto de la UE 

EJ ministro d e Economia , L u i s de Guindos . ayer. 

• Guindos: El 1-0 ha frenado la llegada 
de un fabricante de coches a Cataluna 

I Segùn fuentes empresanales. se trataria de I Asi f unciona el control de los bancos 
Testa, especializado en vehi'culos eléctricos sobre los pagos de la Generalitat 

David P P I I O W . v icepresidente 

d e Hard Rock e n Europa . 

Hard Rock quiere 
abrir hoteles en 
Madrid y Barcelona tn 

Las tres opciones de 
Angela Merkel para 
formar Gobierno pa 

La crisis de Ryanair aviva la guerra del bajo coste 
Los gnindes rivales de Rya-
nair, con easyJet y N o r w e -
gian a la cabeza. aceleran sus 
planes de cruci intento y m u l -
t i p l i c a n sus a l ianzas para 

apri ivecliar la c r i s t i del gigan
te i r landés del low cast. El li 
der del mercado europeo ve 
peligrar su posic ión por el au
mento de COBta, P3/LA LLAVE 

Anàlisis: Tiempos turbulentos 
para las comparìias aéreas low cost" 

Anticorrupción denuncia a Duro Felguera por blanqueo de capitales 

Ron, Saracho y PwC 
preparar! sus defensas 
por el 'caso Popular' 
Los dos ùl timos presidentes de 
Popular y la firma aud i ro ra 
aceleran la biisqueda de abo-
gados penalLstas ante la posibi-
lidad dequelaAudienciaapre-
c i e pos ib l e a d m i n i s t r a c i ò n 
desleal y cngaflo en la amplia-
c ión de capital de 2016. P15 

ANÀLISIS 
Por Salvador Arancibia 
I El papel del juez 
en el inicio 
del 'caso Popular' «e 

Àngel Ron. Emilio S a r a c h a 

media group 
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W e r f t e n v e r b u n d 

Europas neuer Riistungsgigant 
Frankreich und Italien wol len ihre mi l i tàr ischen und zivi len Wer f ten zusammenschl ieBen. 
Eine erste Vere inbarung soli am M i t twoch unterze ichnet werden . Die Schlagkraf t der neuen 
Al l ianz wàre groB - und wù rde die Konkurrenz aus Deutsch land eno rm unter Druck setzen. 

Thomas Hanke, Regina Krieger Paris, Rom 

E
uropas Rùstungsindust r ie der Meere 
konsolidiert sich, aber vorerst ohne 
Deutschland. Frankreich und Italien 
wollen ihre zivilen und mili tàrischen 
Werften zusammenschliefien. Wie 

franzòsische Regierungskreise dem Handelsblatt 
bestatigten, soli beim bilateralen Gipfel am Mitt 
woch in Lyon eine entsprechende Vereinbarung 
unterzeichnet werden. „Der italienische Regie-
rungschef Gentiloni und Prasident Macron werden 
sie selber vorstellen", hieS es am Montag in Paris. 
Der Verbund werde auf italienischer Seite Fincan-
tieri, auf franzòsischer die zivile STX in Saint-Na-
zaire sowie die Marinewerft Naval Group (Ex-
DCNS) umfassen. Zunachst wird Fincantieri 51 Pro-
zent von STX ubernehmen. Die Uetails bezi'iglich 
der Marinewerften sind noch in Arbeit. 

Deutschland hat das Nachsehen, wenn ein sol-
cher Werftenverbund entsteht. Mehrfach wurde 
versucht, DCNS und die deutsche Thyssen-Krupp 
Marine Systems (TICMS) zu vereinen. Sie waren im-
mer wieder gescheitert. Als Grund wurde ange-
fuhrt, dass ein privates Unternehmen wie TKMS 
schlecht mit einem staatlich gefùhrten wie Naval 
Group fusionieren kònne . Doch hat das Zusam-
mengehen des privaten deutschen Panzerbauers 
Krauss-Maffei Wegmann (KMW) mit dem staatli-
chen franzosischen Nexter gezeigt, dass dies kein 
unùbe rwindba re s Hindernis ist. Das gròRte Pro-
blem im Rùstungssektor sind unterschiedliche na-
tionale Riistungsexportregeln. Und da ist es eher 
ein Vorteil, wenn der Staat gleich mit an Bord ist. 

Falls die franzòsisch-italienische Einigung wie 
von der Politik angekiindigt zustande kommt, wird 
der Werftenverbund zum fuhrenden europaischen 
zivilen und militàrischen Anbieter. Die Schlagkraft 
der Allianz ware beachtlich, zumai Italiener und 
Franzosen „sich geografisch erganzen", wie ein 
franzòsischer Industrievertreter sagt. Beide Anbie
ter hatten nicht dieselben Abnehmer lànder . Ge-
meinsam konnen die Werften Skalenertrage reali-
sieren und auf dem ebenso lukrativen wie hart um-
kàmpften Markt tur Krcuzfahrt- und Marineschiffe 
noch wettbewerbsfahiger werden. 

Das wiirde nicht nur den Werften zugutekom-
men, sondern auch der ùbr igen Industrie: Der 
gròlSte Teil der Wertschòpfung bei Marineschift'en 
falli nicht an der Kuste an, sondern im Hinterland. 
Dort wird der gròlste Teil der Ausriistung wie Elek-
tronik und Bewaffnung hergestellt. 

In der deutschen Industrie sieht man die franzò
sisch-italienische Annaherung offiziell gelassen. Es 
bleibe abzuwarten, wie die Einigung genau aussehe 
und zu welchen Bedingungen sie erfolge, heiftt es. 
Genau das ist aber der Punkt: Nachdem die deut
sche Industrie die Konsolidierung bei den Landsys-
temen erfolgreich vorangetrieben hat, wird sie nun 
zum Zuschauer. 

Das ist auch deshalb negativ, weil die Politik auf 
mehr gemeinsame Verteidigung dringt. Nachteile 
kònnte es fiir die Meyer-Werft in Oldenburg geben, 
die Kreuzfahrtschiffe herstellt. 

Frankreich und Italien legen mit dem angekiin-
digten Pakt zugleich ihren Konflikt um die Uber-
nahme der Grofiwerft STX durch Fincantieri bei. 
Die Italiener hatten bereits unter Prasident Fran
cois Hollande die Mehrheit an der Werft von den 
Koreanern erworben. Hollandes Nachfolger Em
manuel Macron aber nationalisierte STX, weil er 
rustungspolitische Bedenken hatte. Nur STX ver-
fùgt uber Anlagen wie ein riesiges Trockendock, in 
dem sehr lange Schiffe wie Flugzeugtrager oder die 
franzosischen Mistral-Kommando- und Landungs-
schiffe auf Kiel gelegt werden konnen. Frankreich 
wollte bei der Ausriistung seiner Marine nicht in ei
ne einseitige Abhangigkeit von Italien geraten. Rom 
protestierte gegen die Nationalisierung. 

Nun werden die beiden Lànder aus der Not eine 
Tugend machen. Der gròlsere Zusammenschluss 
soli auch die Marineaktivitàten biindeln und wiirde 
verhindem, dass Frankreich in die Rolle des Hilflo-
sen gerat. Zusammen bilden die Werften einen [Co
lossi Fincantieri ist mit einem Umsatz von 4,5 Mil-
liarden Euro einer der fuhrenden Anbieter von gro-
fien Kreuzfahrtschiffen. Und bei STX entstehen in 
Saint-Nazaire die gròRten Luxusschiffe der Welt. 

Die mil i tàr ische Sparte von Fincantieri macht 
nur rund eine Milliarde Euro aus. Das Unterneh
men ist zu drei Vierteln im Staatsbesitz. Fincantieri 
ist der gròlite italienische und europaische Schiffs-
baukonzern. Erst vor kurzem hat es Frankreich 
ausgestochen und von Katar den Zuschlag fiir den 
Bau von vier Korvetten und zwei Patrouillenbooten 
im Wert von vier Milliarden Euro erhalten. 

Naval Group ist mit einem Umsatz von 3,2 Milli-

Deutschland will die Details abwarten 
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arden Euro (2016) insgesamt kleiner, aber nahezu 
vòllig auf den Rustungsbereich konzentriert. Das 
Geschàft mit erneuerbaren Energien (Unterwasser-
Stròmungsturbinen) ist erst im Aufbau. 2016 lande-
te Naval Group einen grofsen Coup und gewann 
den „Auftrag desjahrhunderts", den Bau von zwòlf 
U-Booten fiir die australische Marine im Wert von 
34 Milliarden Euro. Darum hatte sich auch TKMS 
beworben, zog aber den Kùrzeren: Die Australier 
stòrte, dass TKMS vor allem kleinere Jagd-U-Boote 
baut, wahrend Naval Group auch Erfahrung mit 
grolien und atomgetriebenen U-Booten hat. 

Die Politik verhandelt mit 
STX kommt auf einen Umsatz von rund zwei Milli
arden Euro. Insgesamt bestùnde also ungefàhr ein 
franzòsisch-italienisches Gleichgewicht. Fincantieri 
baut keine U-Boote, aber wie die Franzosen Korvet-
ten (kleine Kriegsschiffe) und Fregatten, die mit 
150 Meter Lange fast die Ausmalie eines Zerstòrers 
erreichen. Diese Klasse von Marineschiffen bauen 
in Deutschland TKMS und die ebenfalls private 
Lurssen-Werft gemeinsam. 

Dass die Einigung zustande kommt, bezweifelt 
niemand in Italien. Es mùssen jedoch noch Details 
zwischen beiden Landern geklàrt werden. Der 
Knackpunkt dabei ist: Italien will den Werftenver
bund fùhren, und die Verteidigungsministerin will 
den militàrischen Bereich erst spàter einbeziehen. 
Fùr den Anfang wird deshalb wohl Fincantieri mit 
51 Prozent bei STX die Fùhrung iibernehmen. Die 
franzòsische Regierung behalt Einspruchsrechte. 
Nach Aussagen aus Regierungskreisen umfasst die 
Einigung auch den militàrischen Zweig, doch mòs
se hier noch die genaue Form vereinbart werden. 

Der franzòsische Wirtschafts- und Finanzminis-
ter Bruno Le Maire hat bereits mehrfach in Rom 
mit Wirtschafts- und Finanzminister Pier Carlo Pa-
doan und lndustrieminister Carlo Calenda verhan
delt. Fincantieri und Naval Group haben bereits 
zwei Generationen von Fregatten gemeinsam ent-
wickelt und deshalb viel Erfahrung in der Zusam-
menarbeit. Bei den neuesten Schiffen der 
„Fremm"-Klasse nahmen die Gemeinsamkeiten 
aber wieder ab: Jede Nation wahlte ihren eigenen 

Antrieb und ein eigenes Radar. 
Das franzòsisch-italienische Abkommen kommt 

zustande, meinen die Analysten von Kepler Cheuv-
reux, auch wenn das Ziel nun „ehrgeiziger" gewor-
den sei. Doch es gibt noch einen dritten Player: der 
Luft-, Raumfahrttechnik- und Rustungskonzern 
Leonardo, ehemals Finmeccanica, wie Fincantieri 
ein teilstaatliches Unternehmen. Verteidigungsmi
nisterin Roberta Pinotti hat das Thema ihren Kolle-
gen Padoan und Calenda ins Bewusstsein gerufen: 
Ein Drittel des Kapitals von Naval Group gehòrt 
Thales, fast zwei Drittel dem franzosischen Staat. 
Thales ist ein Konkurrent von Leonardo und àhn-
lich wie die Italiener spezialisiert auf zivile und mi-
litàrische Luftfahrttechnik, daneben aber auch auf 
zivile Verkehrstechnik. 

Verteidigungsministerin Pinotti fùrchtet, dass 
Thales kùnftige Zulieferungs- und Ausriistungsauf-
tràge dem italienischen Konkurrenten Leonardo 
wegschnappen wird, weil es zu den Eignern des 
Verbundes gehòren wird. Sie will deshalb erst das 
Kapitel STX-Saint-Nazaire schlielsen und dann an 
den militàrischen Teil gehen. Zum schrittweisen 
Vorgehen scheint Frankreich nun bereit zu sein. 

Aus der Privatwirtschaft gibt es sowohl kritische 
wie auch positive Stimmen. „Bisher sieht das Dreh-
buch nicht anders aus als bei bereits gezeigten Fil-
men: Frankreich ist ein Monolith, der sich kom-
pakt bewegt, und Italien prasentiert wieder einmal 
vielfaltige Positionen und Orientierungen, angefan-
gen bei der Regierung", lautet der Kommentar des 
italienischen Okonomen Claudio di Donato. 

Antoine Bouvier dagegen, Chef des deutsch-fran-
zòsisch-italienisch-britischen Raketenherstellers 
MBDA, sprach sich vor einer Woche fùr das Zusam-
mengehen aus: „Wir konnen uns als Europàer kei
ne weitere Zersplitterung erlauben." Bouvier kennt 
beide Seiten des Werftenverbundes gut: Sein Un
ternehmen bewaffnet Kriegsschiffe beider Lànder. 

Macron und 
Gentiloni 
werden 

die Einigung 
am Mittwoch 

vorstellen. 
Franzòsische 

Regierungskre ise 
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Hubschraubertrager der Mis-
tral-Klasse in Saint-Nazaire: 
W e r f t e n v e r b u n d o h n e d e u t s c h e 
U n t e r n e h m e n . 
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NAVAL GROUP TOUT P R E S DE MONTER A 
BORD DU CAPITAL DE STX FRANCE 

M I C H E L C A B I R O L 

Naval Group a regu l'autorisation de son conseil d'administratjon de prendre une 
participation allant jusqu'à 15% de S T X France pour un montant maximum de 20 mi l l ions 
d'euros 
A priori le sommet franco-ttalien, qui se tient à Lyon le 27 septembre, va entèriner une prise de 
participation majoritaire de Fincantien dans STX France Tout ca pour ga ..Dans ce cadre. Naval 
Group a recu des consignes de son conseil d'administration pour entrer dans le capital de STX 
France aux cótés du groupe naval italien et de l'État francais. Le groupe naval francais, prèside par 
Hervé Guìllou. a regu l'autorisation de prendre une participation allant jusqu'à 15% de STX France 
pour un montant maximum de 20 rnilhons d'euros. selon nos informations. 

Les accords de gouvernance ont dèjà été négociès avec Fincantieri. A priori ils ne devraient pas 
changer. Notamment Naval Group devrait disposer d'un dro i tde veto au conseil d'administration de 
STX France. Enfin, Fincantieri ne pourra pas se lancer dans la construction militaire avec STX 
France à l'exception des commandes passèes par la France telles qu'un nouveau porte-avions et 
des pétroliers ravitailleurs ou encore de commandes export concernant des Bàtiments de projection 
et de commandement (BPC) de type Mistral. 

U N A C C O R D D E G O U V E R N A N C E S E D E S S I N E 
Le ministre italien du Développement économique. Carlo Calenda, a souligné lundi que Rome 
restait rèsolu à obtenir pour Fincantieri les 5 1 % de STX France, mais a fait état de l'existence de 
"conditions pour parvenir à un accora" A la question "les 51% de STX à l'Italie sont-ils 
intouchables?". Carlo Calenda a répondu: "ils le sont" D'après le quotidien italien La Repubblica. 
"la solution identifiée prévoit des pouvoirs renforcès et des garanties dans le conseil 
d'administration et en matiére de strategie pour l'actionnaire frangais". 

"Nous sommes en traici de travailler Il y a les conditions pour parvenir a un accord. qui devra 
tenir compte tant des préoccupations des Frangais sur l'exportation du savoir-faire, que des 
nótres concernant la necessitò d'avoir un contròie effectif pour taire fonctionner le groupe". a 
affirmé le ministre dans un entretien au quotidien La Stampa. 

Sur le militaire. le ministre italien a estimè que "s'il y a un accord sur les chantiers. on peut taire 
partir un raisonnement qui conduira dans un délai plutót serre à un accord paritaire entre Fincantieh 
et Naval Group Nous voulons une alliance européenne très importante, mais faite avec toutes les 
garanties. Pour cette raison nous avons travaillé ces demières semaines ensemble avec les 
ministres (de la Défense Roberta) Pinotti et (des Fmances Pier-Carlo) Padoan pour coordonner la 
position des différents acteurs italiens". 

U N E C R I S E I N U T I L E 

La crise entre Paris et Rome a éclaté avec la nationalisation "temporaire" fin juillet de STX France. 
pourtant promis à Fincantieri sous la présidence de Francois Hollande. Mais son successeur 
Emmanuel Macron a décide de rouvrir le dossier, estimant que l'accord n'ètait "pas suftisamment 
protecteur des intsrèts industriels stratègiques frangais". Révisant le pacte d'actionnaires. il a 
propose à l'Italie un accord 50-50, ce que Rome a refusé. 

Pour faciliter un accord. Paris avait évoqué l'idèe d'un grand pòle naval, civil et militaire, entre la 
France et l'Italie, ce à quoi le gouvernement italien s'est montrè favorable Mais, l'alliance se 
concentrerait dans un premier temps sur la seule composante civile, pnncipalement la construction 
des navires de croisière 

GURONAVAL , v 

E U R O NAVAL T V 

(^fr EURO NAVAL 

CURO NAVAL 
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Busaidi visits 
Italian firm 

ROME 

MINISTER RESPON 
siblc for Defcnce Aff'airs 
HE Sayvid Badr Bin Saud 
Al Busaidi and his del-
egaiion visiied Leonardo-
FinmeccanicaCompaji) in 
1 lai v, Rome. 

The company is coop-
eraiing wkh ihe Minisi rv 
ofDefence in relation io 
Super Lynx and NI 190 hc-
lieopiers, which are being 
used bylhe Royal Air Force 
ofOman (Rafo). 

O m a n News Agency 

Pag. 2



Omani defence delegation visits Italian 
Leonardo-Finmeccanica Company 

Rome, Italy - H E Sayyid Badr bin 
Saud bin Haribal Busaidi, Minis-
ter Responsible for Defence Af
faire and his accompanying 
delegation visited Leonardo-Fin
meccanica Company office in 
Italy on Tuesday. 

The Italian company is coop-
erating with the Ministry of De
fence for Super Lynx and NH90 
helicopters, which are being used 
by the Royal Air Force of Oman 
(RAFO). 

H E Busaidi met with the com-
pany's officials. He was briefed 

on the company's works during 
which several matters related to 
the fields of common interest in 
relation to technical and admin-
istrative services between RAFO 
and the Italian company were 
discussed. 

H E Busaidi is being accompa-
nied by Air Vice Marshal Mattar 
bin Ali al Obaidani, RAFO com-
mander, H E Dr Ahmed bin Salirn 
Ba'omar, Oman's Ambassador 
to Italy and other members ac
companying him. 

ONA 
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Sayyid Badr leaves for Italy 
MUSCAT: Sayyìd Badr bin Saud 

al Busaidy, Mìnitfer kesponsiblc 

for Dcfence Affaìrs, and his 

acconipanying delegation loft 

bere aa Monday for the Ilalian 

Republic on an officiai several-day 

visit Lo enhance the good relation* 

and existing cooperatori bcUveen 

the two friendly counlries. 

Sayyid Badr wiJJ meet witfc ihe 

Italìan Minister o f Defence and 

some officiata froin the ltalian 

Ministry of Defence. 

Sayyid Badr and his 

accompanying delegation wcre 

seen off al A l Seeb Ai r Rase by Lt 

Gen AhmedbinHari thal Nahhani, 

Chiefof StalTofthe Sultan's Armed 

Forces (SAF), ltalian Ambassador 

to the Suhanate and some senior 

SAFofticers. 

He is accompanied by Ai r 

Vice Marshal Mattar bin A l i al 

Obaida.ni, 

Commander of the Royal Ai r 

Force of Oman (RAFO) and some 

senior SAF ofneers. — O N A 
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OMAN, ITALY REVIEWTIES 
ROME: Ssyyid Bstìr binSaud al Rusaidy. Vinisler Responsive ter Defence Affairs, held talks wirh Roberta PìnotTi, Minister of Dcfence oftne ftepublieof Ifcaly. 
in Rome on Wednesday Sayyid Bad' welcomed with a guard of honour al n e rriinistry premises in Rome Uu/ing the rreeting, they reviewed the good 
re :at ons betweon the two friendly courtries and discussed issuesof common còncetn. The minister was accornpamed by Ai'Vice Marshal Matar bin Ali bin 
Matar al Obaidani, Commander of the Rovai Air Force of Oman, Dr Ahmed bin Salmi bm. Mohammed Baoma, Sukanate's Ambassadcr to Italy. 
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SAYYID BADR VISITSITALIAN HELICOPTER MAKER 
ROME: Sayyid Badr bin Saud al Busaidy. Mimster Responsive for Defence Affairs, and Ins accompanying delegation on Tjesday visited Leonardo, which S ' jppl ies sup« 
heiiLopters (NH90 anc NH90J used by ; l ie Royal Air Force et Oman. The mmister mei a number of company officials, who brieff id the rompany's wtìrk Durino the 
meet ing, many ted imcal tupics were discusseci by the Rovai A r Hxce of Oman officiala and the company Tlie mimster was accompanied by Air Vice Marshal Wìtar bii 
Ali bin Matar al Oba tdan , Cornrnander o( the Roy.il Air Force of Oman, Dr Ahmed bin Salim bin Mohammed Baoma Sullanate's Ambassadcr to Italy. 
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RAFO Commander meets Chief of Staff of Italian Air Force 

R O M E : A i r Vice Marshal Matar htn 

A l i ;i! Obaidani , Commande r ot the 

Rovai A i r Force o f O m a n ( R A l ' O ) , 

niet w i t h Lt Gen Fn/.o Veeciarelli, 

Ch ie f oiSlatYor ' lhe Italian A i r Force, 

at the Italian A i r Force Comma riti 

un Wednesday. 

' lhe RAFO Commande r is 

aecompanying Sayyid Badr bm Saud 

al Husaidv, Minis ter Responsible 

for Detence Affairs, w i t h i n the 

IVamework ot' his enr reni officiai 

visil lo Italy. lhe t u o sides discussed 

sewral matters oi c o m m o n conferii 

Uetivecn KAI'O and lhe Italian Air 

Force. - DNA 
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AL BUSAIDI, ITALIAN MINISTER DISCUSS RELATION S 

Minister Responsible for Defence Affa i rs H E Sayyid BacJr Bin Saud Al Busaidi 
held talks with I tal ian Minister of Defence Roberta Pinott i in ltaly. The meet
ing was attended by Commander of the Royal Air Force of Oman Air V ice -
Marshal Matar Bin Ali Al Oubaidani and Sul tanate 's Ambassador to l taly H E 
Dr Ahmed Bin Salini BaOmer. 
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Sultanate, Italy 
discuss defence 

A joint officiai session of talks was held 

hetween the Minister Respcnsible for Defence 

Affairs and the Italian Defence Minister 
ROME: Sayyid Badr bin Saud bin 
Harib Al Busaidi, Minister Re
sponsive for Defence Affairs, held 
an officiai session of talks with 
Italian Minister of Defence Rob
erta Pinotti during his officiai visit 
to the Italian Republic. 

Upon the arrivai of the Minister 
Responsiblc for Defence Affairs 
at the headquarters of the Italian 
Ministry of Defence, a group of 
guards gave the military salute to 
the Minister and tho music band 
played the Royal Anthcm of Oman 
and Italian national anthcm. 

A joint officiai session of talks 
was then held between the Min 
ister Responsible l'or Defence Af
fairs and the Italian defence Min
ister. 

During the talks, they reviewed 
the good relations between the two 
friendly countries and discussed 
issues of common concern, and 
the existing spheres of military 
cooperation between tho two min-
istries of defence in the two coun 

tries, and ways of strengthening 
them in the common interests of 
both sides. 

Attended 
The talks were attended by Air 
Vicc MarshalMatarbinAli Al Ou-
baidani, Commander of the Royal 
Air Force of Oman, Dr. Ahined bin 
Salim BaOmer, Sultanate's Am-
bassador to the Italian Republic, 
and the delegation accompanying 
the Minister. 

The talks were also attended 
from the Italian side by a number 
of military and civil officials at the 
Italian Ministry of Defence. - D N A 
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Pour Gentiloni, 
l'Allemagne 
va oeuvrer à la 
relance de l'UE 

Le chef du gouvernement italien dit faire 
confìance à la chancelière pour constituer 
un gouvernement pro-européen. 

PROPOS RECUEILLIS PAR 

RICHARD HEUZÉ (A ROME) 

IT ALEE Membri du Parti demoliate et 
clief du gouvernement italien. Paolo 
Gentiloni a répondu au Figaro avant de 
rencontrer, ce mercredi a Lyon, le presi -
denl Macron. 

LE FIGARO. - Gornment lisez-vous 
les résultats des élections allemandes ? 
Paolo GENTILONI. Xous ne devons pas 
interpréter ces resultals cornine un Irein 
aux perspeetives de relance de l'Europe 
ni un repli de l'Allemagne sur elle me 
me. .Te regrelle le mauvais resultai d'un 
piliei de la eonstruetion européenne 
cornino le SPI ) et je suiséviclenunent prò 
occupo pai' la croissant/e d'un parli ariti-
européen et xenophobe cornine l'AlL). 
.l'ai eonfianee en la chancelière Angela 
Mortosi pour parvente à taire un gouver
nement oriente vei s la relance de l'Euro 
pe. Beaucoup dependra des inilialives 
communes de la F lance et de l'Italie. 

Prònez-vous, conune le président 
Macron, un renouveau de L'Europe ? 
11 est évidenl que l'Union européenne a 
bien re-agi au moment du Kiexit en 
juin 2016. Après ce moment difficile, face 
a la crisc économique ci aux grands ilux 
migratoires, l'Europe a eu un moment 
d'ineertitude. Graduellement, elle s'est 
reprise, et l'electiondu président Emma

nuel Macron en est la preuve. Aujour-
d'hui, certe relance doit répondre aux 
clemandes des citoyens. .le m'attends 
donc à des pas en avanl sur le front éco
nomique, face aux flux migratoires et sul
le iò le geopolitiche de l'Union. Autre-
ment ce renouveau de la foi européenne 
liscine d'étre un fon de paille. Oli a aussi 
besoin de pas en avant institnlionnels. 
reflétant une Union plus torte. 

I .e dumping social de eertains pays 
europcens, la prolifération des 
investissemenls clùhois posent problème. 
Étes-vous d'accorti avec vos partenaires 
sur Ics nioyens de Ics affronter ? 
Nous autres Italiens sonunes en premiè
re ligne pour reconnaìtre la necessitò 
d'accompagner la politique d'ouverture 
aux echanges commerciaux et le ictus 
du protectionnisme de mesures contre 
la condirrence dolorale. On parie de 
« free and faii' tracie». Le « free tracie » 
permei a FItalie d'avoir l'un des ciuci 
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plus gros excédents commerciaux au 
monde. Le libre-éehange cloil respeeler 
les règles. En la matière, la France et 
l'Italie ont des positions absolument 
eonvergentes. Il ne s'agit pas d'oppose!-

un prolectionnisme à d'aulres. Pour dé-
fendre la liberle du commerce, il faut 
l'aire face a la deregulation. 

À Strasbourg, le président 
de la Cominksion, Jean-Claude Juncker, 
a déclaré quc « l'Italieavait sauvc 
riionneur de l'Europe » dans la crise 
des migrants. Que voiidriez-vous que 
l'Europe tasse de plus dans certe crise ? 
Faire respecter plusieurs prmcipes ini-
portants de la part de eertains pays qui 
n'adherent pas aux décisions pourtant 
prises en commini sur le reclassenient 
de migrants. L'Union européenne s'est 
trouvée prise au dépourvu par les 
grands flux migratoires des derrùeres 
années. Elle avail <les règles elablies 
pour gérer le probléme des réfugiésre
nani des pays d'Europe de l'Esl : le rè 
glement de Dublin. Le phénomène est 
aujouicl'liui complètement différent. Il 
faut modifier ces règles. Nous nous fions 
encore aujoiud'hui aux opportunités ou 
à la géographie. Cela ne sufllt plus pour 
gérer ces grands flux. Xous sommes re-
connaissants aux pays qui nous aident. 
La France le i'ait d'une maniere particu-
lière en Afrique. Mais cela doit devenir 
iine véritable politique européenne. 

La France et l'Italie cherchent toujours 
un accord sur deux gros dossiers, 
celui des chantiers navals et celili 
des tclccommunications. Le trouverez 
vous dem;iin au sommet de Lyon ? 

Tout d'abord, je pense c|ue l'Italie et la 
France sont des pays qui ont une liistoire 
et des intérèts conununs. Deux pays qui 
Uavaillenl ensemble et dans la méme di
rection, en Europe, en Mediterranée, 
dans les rapports avec l'Afrique, jusqu'à 
partager la méme idée de liberté et de de 
mocratie et constatar qu'ils soni l'un 
poiu- l'autre chacun deuxième partenaire 
commercial. 1 'imporlance de nos liens 
ne se discute pas. Mes rapports d'anùtié 
avec le président Macron sont fonda 
mentaux. l.'examen d'une alliance dans 
la construction navale est bien engagé. 
Ori a l'ambii ion, fondamentale du point 
de vue stratégique, de constriure un 
grand « player » global dans le seeteur 
naval. I.'accord sur les chantiers est une 
perspeetive à court terme. Construire un 
grand póle civil et militaire ne se fait pus 
en un seul jour. Ori Iravaiilera dono avec 
des eniploisdu temps diliérents. 

Différents comment ? 
Je veux dite entre la question spécilique 
des chantiers de Suini-Nazaire sur la-
quelle les condiiions sont remplies pour 
parvenu- rapidement a une conclusion et 
la question des ententes plus générales 
qui aura besoin d'analyses plus appro-
fondies que nous ne pouvons que lancer. 

L'Italie insiste-t-cllc pour obtenir 
51 % du nouveaii groupe ? 
Les prémisses sont réunies pour aboutir à 
un accord qui tienile compte de nos inté
rèts légitimes en méme temps que ceux 
de la France. 

Et dans les télécommunieation.s ? 

Il s'agit d'une paitie entre groupes pri 
vés. Chaque pays a ses lois et les groupes 
privés doivent les respecter. (ile n'est 
bien entendti ni Macron ni nini méme 
qui décidons de la télévision ou des re 
seaux de communicalions privés dans 
l'autre pays. 

Donc, pour vous protéger des incursions 
étrangères et fahe respecter vos lois, 
vous ètes prèt à faii-e jouer hi chiuse 
des « Golden Power* » permettant 
à l'Etat de défendre une société d'intórét 
stratégique ? 
Non. Un point technique est a l'examen. 
A savoir si Vivendi devail informar au 
préalabie le gouvernement italien qu'il 
prenait le contròie de Tini {groupe de té 
lécommunications) et si cette prise de 
contróle est conforme avec la loi italieiuie 
sui- les «Golden Povvers ». Un coiuité 
technique de notre presidence est en 
train de le vérifier. Il rendra ses concili -
sions sous peu. La discussion ne |x>rte pas 
surautre chose. • 
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« Je m'attends à des pas en avant sur le front economique, face aux flux migratoires 
et sur le ròle géopolitique de l'Union », indique Paolo Gentiloni. STEPHANIE KEITH/REUTERS 
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La coalition « Jamaique » 
ou l'alliance des contraires 

N I C O L A S B A R O T T E # 

TROl'YER le plus petit denominatela' 
conitnun va relever de l 'exploit. Mais 
Angela Merkel veut y croire. Malgré sa 
vieloire en demi- teinte dimanche soir, la 
presidente de la CBU a place ses parte 
rtaires p<jtentiels devant leurs responsa-
bitités pour doter l'Allemagne « d ' u n 
goitvemement stuòie ». 

Compte tenti du refus du SPD de for-
mer une non velie glande coalition. A n 
gela Merkel s'orienterait clone a priori 
vers une inèdite allianee « htmattpim », 
en referente aux couleurs assoeiées anx 
trois partis, CDL1-CSU, FDP et Verta. 
Mais i l va falloir la patienee et l 'art du 
compromis de la chanceliere pour abou-
tir tant les différences sur le papier sont 
grandes entre les Bavarois de la CSI!, qui 
réelametit un virage a droite, les écolo 
gistes, adeptes de la redistribution èco 
nomicene et favorables a la fin des mo 
teurs à essenee. et le FDP, qui exige des 
baisses d ' impórs et fixe des lignes rouges 
e tuopéennes . « Noits sommes prèts aux 
discussions inaia pus à n'imporre quel 
prix», a déelaré lem leader, Christian 
Lindner, en commencant la partie de pò 
ker. « Sous sommes prèts mix discus
sions », ont plus niodestement eonimen-
té les écologistes. 

La question eu ropéenne ligure panni 
les plus compliquées à résoudre . Les libe-

raux, qui se sont laissés entrainer vers 
reuroscepticisme. rejettent pai principe 
toute proposition de budget de la zone 
euro. « M. Macron parie de plusieurs 
pointS du P1B europèe» et cela represente 
mil plus de 60 milli<irds d'euros pour l'Ai-
letnugne. Un budget de la zone euro où 
l'urgenl utt0rriìraii en Frante pour les dé-
peiìsea pubUques au en Italie pow répurer 
les erreurs de Berlusconi serait impensable 
pour nous et représeutevait ime tigne rou-
ge », a declaré hindi Christian Lindner. 
I .es libéraux défendent aussi une position 
très terme vis a vis de la Grece, dont ils 
envisagent toujours la sortie de la zone 
euro. A l'inverse, le dépu té eu ropéen 
Alexander Lambsdorfl s'esl di l ouvert à 
la transformation du méean i sme euro
péen de stabilite en Fonds moné la i re 
européen . L' idée est aussi défendue par 
Angela Merkel. À y regarder de près , les 
positions de la chanceliere ne sont pas si 
éloignées de celles du FDP : la chanceliere 
refuse aussi toute mutualisation des det 
tes et n'avait envisage que de « petìtes 
contribulions » à un budget eu ropéen 
pour financer ees projets précis . Lundi, 
elle a dit attendre les propositions d'Etti 
inanuel Macron. 

Les Vrerts pourraient ils ótre des in ter 
locuteurs plus ladies pour Angela Mer 
kel? Les écologistes, de tradition t rès 
p r o - e u r o p é e i m e . réc lamenl «la fin des 
politiques d'austerìté en Europe». Cette 
volonté d'assouplissement risque de 
heurter le scruci de «stabilite» et de 
« responsabilité » défendu par le FDP et 
laCSU. 

Il f andrà aussi intégrer a ces débats la 
question des migrations. Les Bavarois de 

la CSI' bloqueront des discussions qui 
n'iraienl pasdans lesensd'une Ihnilal ion 
du droit d'asile. Le FDP demande aussi le 
vote d'une « foi sur l'immigrution ». Les 
Verts. notamment leur aile gauche, 
auront du mal a accepter des dispositions 
resi rictives. « le ne voterai pas pour Io 
coalition Jamakpie ». a dejà p révenu la 
dépu tée verte de Berlin Canati Bayram. 
« .le ne vois pas nos patos commiins uvee 
laCSU ou le FDP. » 

Lundi. Angela Merkel n'a pas voulu 
entrer dans le détail des discussions 
européennes . « li ne me veviettt pas de dire 
ce qui va ou ce qui ne va pus » . a-t-elle 
expliqué en refusant de tirer « des lignes 
rouges ». Dans le rubikscube des discus
sions de Coalition. l'Europe ne sera qu'un 
aspecl du marchandage global. La chan 
celière a clone prévenu ses homologues : 
elle « ne peut pas » encore leu* dire à 
quelle date l'Allemagne aura de nouveau 
un gouvernement. • 

Je ne vois pas 
nos points communs 
avec la CSU ou le FDP 99 
CANAN BAYRAM. DEPUTEE VERTE DE BERLIN 

Quelle coalition pour le nouveau Bundestag ? 

Il manque 109 Sièges au parti d'Angela Merkel (CDU/CSU) 
pour obtenir la majorite absolue à la Chambre basse du Pariement 

FDP' 

Griinen 2 

1. taudie radicale 
2. Écologistes 

} Jaeraux 
4.E«m>msdroite 

Die 

Linke' 

CDU/CSU 

709 sièges 
RÉPARTITION PAR PARTIS, 

en nombre de sièges I AfD 4 

Source. omo? tederai de la sraflstiquo 4 a rrankturter zigene ino iercung 
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Kurdistan : Barzani unit ses voisins contre lui 
En mobilisant au referendum d'autodétermination, luridi, le leader a renforcé l'axe anti-indépendance. 

THIERRY OBERLÉ M 
ENVOYE SPECIAL A ERB1L 

IRAK A 8 heures préeises, pour l'ouver
ture du scintili, le chant clu muezzin 
s'éléve au-clessus des mosqtiées et les 
cloches des eglises battent à la volée . Le 
Kurdistan irakien se reveille pour se 
prononeer sur son indépendance, mal-
gré l'hostilité de l'Irak et des pays voi
sins. Cest un jour de féte et de c é r é m o -
nie. Des hommes ont sorti le costume 
tradii ionnel kurde avec son panlalon 
bouffant, sa veste eourte et sa large 
écharpe serrée autOUl' de la taille. Des 
femmes arborent des robes ehamairées 
brodees de fils clorés. Des garcons et des 
fillettes portent l'uniforme des pech 
mergas, les eombattants kurdes. 

L'ambianee est joyeuse dans l 'école 
primaire d'Ari, un quartier populaire 
d'Erbil OLI les votants déposent leur 
bulletin dans l'urne, après avoli" trem 
p é l'index dans L U I encrier bleu. La 
question posée dans ce referendum à 
quelque 4,5 millions d'é lec leurs est d é -
nnée d'ambigliite : « Voulez-vous que 
la région du Kurdistan aitisi que les ter-
ritoires kurdes eu delwrs de la region 
éeviennent un F.tat indépendant ?» Elle 
est rédigée en kurde, en arabe, en as-
syrien et en ture. « Nous sommes 
heureux que ce jour airive enfili. Je ne 
convais persvnne qui vacherà la cane du 
non » dit Maliabad, une enseignante. 
«Nous ne nous soumettrons plus. Nous 
avana fuit tcmt de sacrifices et nous 
avana connu font de souffrances. Mon 
beau-frère est mori Vari dernier près de 
Kirknuk dans les eombats cantre Daech. 
Nous votons pour lui ». assure Redoua-
ne, un ouvrier, a e e o m p a g n é d e sa lem 
me et de son enfant. 

Dans la banlieue chrelienne d'Ain-
kawa, l'élan en faveur du « oui » sem-
ble partage. « Nous suivons nos chefs qui 
souhaitent tous Vindependance, qu'ils 
.soieiif kurdes ou chrétiens ->, dit Gorgis. 
un cathollque syriaque. Les popula 
tions déplacées de la piatite de Ninive et 
de la région de Sinjar votent dans des 
bureaux installés dans ies camps. (les 
cenraines de milliers de chrétiens et de 
yazidis ont fui en 2014 l'offensive des 
djihadistes de l'Etal islamique conile les 
minorités. 

Premières ripost es 
Aujourd'hui libérés de Daech, leurs vi l-
les et leurs villages se trouvent dans les 
« territoires disputes ». parfois du còte 
kurde, parfois du còte Irakien. lls ne 
rentrent pas chez eux en raison du 
manque d'infraslruclures, de r i s t a b i 
lite politique ou de la présence jugée 
menacante des miliees chiites. Dans le 
camp d'Astati, seules 100 familles sur 
1200 soni reparties a Qaraqosh, ville 
clirétieiine sous administralionirakien -
ne. Saleh, un cathollque syriaque qui 
s'est rei listai lé cet été à Qaraqosh est re-
venu dans son centre d'hébergement 
pour participer au referendum. « Les 
autoritès de Bagdad n'unì pas organise 
de scìntili, mais moi je souhaite \ivre à 
Qaraqosh sous administration kurde. Je 
ne fais pas confìance aux Irakiens qui 
nous prennent en lenaille dans leur af 
fiontement confessionnel elitre chiites et 
sunnites », explique-t-il. Mais Saleh 
craint désormais de voir le conflit 
irako kurde pour le contròie des ferri 
toires disputes dégénérer en guerre 
ouverte à la faveur de la consultation. 

Le premier ministre Ilaidar al-Abadi 
est ineité par son prédécesseur, Nomi 
al-Maliki et par les puissanles miliees 
chiites, soutenues par l'Iran, à em-
ployer la force. I l a rompii les ponts 
avec le président kurde Massoud B a l 
zani et déelarc, dimanche soir, sur un 
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tori cassarli, qifil « allait prendre les 
m&sur&s nécessaire*; poter présewer 
t'uniti du pars ». 

L'esealade a debutò ce hindi uvee les 
premières ripostes de Bagdad. Elles 
visent, à la suite d'un vote du Parle-
ment, à renforcer la présence des for-
ees irakiennes dans les zones contes-
técs et, en eoncertatioii avec les pays 
voisins, à isoler le Kurdistan. L'encla
ve petit ètre encerclée militali ement 
et étranglée économiquement et fi 
naneièrenient:. L'axe aliti inclépen-
dance est déjà constitue. 

Car s'il a réussi à niobiliser les Kiudes, 
Massoud Balzani a provoqué un 

consensus International contre lui. 
L'Iran lui a terme ses front ières aérien 
nes et la Turquie pourrail, à son propre 
rythme, bloquer les accès ten esties. Le 
prèsicient Recep Tayyip Erdogan a me 
nacé de boucler dans les prochains joiurs 
la frontière turco-kurde. Le verrouilla-
ge de la porte de Habur, franchie cha 
que jour par plus cLun millier de ca-
mions, priverait le Kurdistan de la 
piiiptu't des produits agricole s et manu-
facturés doilt ses habitants ont besoin. 
Ankara petit egalement couper le robì 
net du pipeline de Ceyhan ciui asseche-
rait Lessentiel des revenus pétroliers 
d'Erbil. • 

Des Kurdes i rakiennes déposent leur bu l le t in de vote, luridi, dans une école à Erbil. 
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Corée du Nord: quelle strategie américaine 

S
ur le dossier coréen, avons-
nous assistè à une rodomontade 
du président des I tats- Unis ? 

Le 8 aoùt 2017 Donald Trump 
avait promis le « feu et la 
colere » a la Corée du Nord, 

au cas oli elle poiirsuivrait son prograrnme 
d'armement balistique nucléaire. 
Poiu donner du crédit à certe menaee, 
les Étals Unis et leurs alliés sud coréens 
avaient, en dépit crune injonction 
nord-coréennede ne pas le taire, lance, 
le 21 aoùt, leurs exerciees militaires 
amiuels baptisés Ulchi Freedom Guardian, 
auxquels participèrent 67 000 soldats. 
Kim Jong- un. le jeune clictateur nord-
eoréen, ne l'ut visiblemenl pas intimidé. 
Le 29 aoùt, ilorclonna le tu d'un missile 
balistique de portée intercontinentale, 
qui s'abìma loin clans l'océan Pacilìque, 
après avoir survolé Parchipel japonais, 
sans se taire intereepter. Pour éviter 
que l'escalade ne degènere, la Clune et la 
Russie appellent les Etats - Unis à rouvrir 
un dialogue diplomatiche avec la petite 
nation stalinieime et guerrière (25 millions 
d'habitants et un territoire équivalent 
au quart de la superficie francaise). Pékin 
et Moscou suggèrent le deal suivant : 
abandon par Pyongyang de ses essais 
nuelèaireset balistiques enèchange d'une 
suspensiondes manoeuvres américaines. 
Mais Washington refuse. Le 3 septembre 
2017, Kim Jong un réagit en ordomiant 
un essai nucléaire, qu'il présente cornine 
l'explosion d'une bombe 11. Les missiles 
intercontinentaux des cinci grandes 
puissances nuelèaires, membres 
permanentsdu Consei] de sécurité de 
l'ONU, sont tous porteurs de bombes H. 
L'escalade s'est poursuivie de maniere 
verbale, avec Donald Trump trailanl 
Kim Jong-un de « rocket man » lors 
de son diseours à l'Assemblée generale des 
Nations unies, et le ministre nord-eoréen 
des Affaires étrangères répondant 
ciuelques jours plus tard, à la mème 
tribune, que Trump était un esprit 

« éérangé » et qu'il constituait « la plus 
grande menaee actueUe pour la paix ». 
En géopolitique, quand on passe 
du stade de la eonfrontation à coups 
de manceuvres militaires à celui des 
insultes indirectes éehangées à l'ONU, 
e'est cjLie la tension eonmience a baisser. 

Il parali aujomd 'Imi évident ciuc 
les Etats-Unis ne ieront pas de guerre 
preventive cantre la Corée du Nord. 
Chat échaudé craint l'eau fioide. 
Les Américaiiis sont inhibés par la 
catastrophe que fui leur dernière guerre 
preventive, l'invasion de lTrak 
en mais 2003. Qui plus est, une action 
américaine unilaterale pourrait 
provoquer des représailles nord 
coréennes sur Seoul, qui feraient des 
dizaines de milliers de morts. Le président 
sud-cor éen a d'ailleurs obtenu 
des États-Unis l'engagement qu'ils 
n'attaqueraient pas leur ennemi commun 
sans cjue Seoul ait donne un feu veri 
préalable - ce qu'il ne fera jamais. 

Il parali aujourd'hui toul aussi évident 
cjue kt Corée du Nord, ciui s'est retirée en 
2003 du TNP (tratte de non-proliferation 
nucléaire dont Vapplication est contrólée 
par LAgence internationale de l'energie 
a tomi que de Vienne), a l'intention 
de devenir une puissance nucléaire 
reconnue, au méme titre que l'Inde 
ou ciue le Pakistan. 

Conunent en est on venu a ime 
situation aussi catastropliique ? La grande 
erreurstratégique remonte a l'epoque 
de l'AcInurnstration de George W. Bush. 
En 2002, le président americani avait 
place la Corée du Nord clans l'« axedu 
mal ». Le pays y còtoyait lTrak et l'Iran. 
Wasliington s'est alors trompé de cible. 
Au noni de la lutte contre les « aimes 
de destruction massive », 
les néoconservateurs sont allés f ahe 
la guerre a lTrak qui n'en avait plus 
aucune - au lieu de s'intéresser 
sérieusement à la Corée du Nord, qui 
développait à toute allure son progranmie 
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niilitaire nucléaire. Aujourdhiii 
que Pyongyang dispose de la bombe, 
il est trop tard pour agir militairement. 

Mais l'Amérique n'a pasdit son derider 
mot. Sa strategie va ètre celle d'une 
doublé riposte graduée. D'une part, elle 
va agir, via la Chine, li lui suffit de brandir 
une menaee financière contre les 
entreprises chinoises, endécrétantque 
quiconque continue a taire du commerce 
avec la Corée du Nord serail inlerdit 
d'affaires avec l'Amérique et donc 
de toute transaction en dollars. Cela 
revienl à une quasi interdiction 
bancaire inlernationale : aucune grande 
société chinoise ne peut se permettre 

de prendre ce risque. 
D'autre part, les Etats lTnis vani 

relancerla iameuse « guerre des étoiles » 
chère à feu le président Ronald Reagan. 
I j technologiedes lasers a beaucoup 
pregresse depuis cette date. On peut 
très bien imagincr, partant d'iui satelhte 
géostationnaire en position au -dessus 
du territoire nord coréen, un système 
eapable de désorienter le guidage de 
lout missile lors de sa phase d'ascension. 

Il y a loulelois là un risque slratégique 
encore plus grand : que ces progrès 
lechniques relancent une mutile 
course aux armements entre Washington, 
Pékin et Moscou... 
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En Italie, le Mouvement 
5 étoiles ne réussit pas 
à masquer ses divisions 
Sans faire l'unanimité, Luigi Di Maio a été élu 
comme chef de file pour les législatives 

R O M E - comspondani 

A u premier abord, rien n'a 
vraiment changé. Sur 
l'immense parking de la 

Foire de Rimini (Emilie-Roma-
gne), od ont été installés les 
stands de la kermesse, le peuple 
des partisans de Beppe Grillo est 
présent, dans toute sa diversité. 
On croise des écologistes, des mi-
lilants végans, des activistes anti-
grands travaux publics, des parti
sans de la <• décroissance heu-
reuse » et du revenu universel, vè-
tus de tee-shirts humoristiques... 
toutes les chapelles originelles du 
Mouvement 5 étoiles (M5S) sont 
représentées. Et la tonalité des dé 
bats, sur le système de sante, les 
retraites, les institutions ou le de
venir de l'Union européenne, 
reste conforme à la colere el à l'es
prit antisystème qui ont prèside a 
la naissance de ce mouvement 
proteslataire foisonnant el in-
ciassable, passe, depuis sa forma-
tion, en 2009, du statut de grou-
puscule à celui de première force 
politique d'Italie. 

Le quatriéme rassemblement 
annuel des partisans de M. Grillo, 
organisé sur les bords de lAdriati-
que, n'a manqué aucune de ses f i -
gures obligées. Mais il a aussi tra-
duit, et de facon spectaculaire, un 
cliangement d'epoque, à quel
ques mois d eleclions législatives 
que le mouvement abordera, 
pour la première Ibis, dans la 
peau d'une formation prétendant 
à l'exercice du pouvoir. 

L'homme qui incarne cetle mé-
tamorphose, c'est Luigi Di Maio, 
3ians, désigné par les militants 
grillinistes comme le candidat du 
mouvement au poste de président 
du conseil. Avec plus de 80 % des 

37000 votes électroniques expri-
més sur la piate-forme Rousseau, 
nouveau cceur nucléaire de la ga-
laxie « 5 étoiles », le jeune vice-pré-
sident de la Chambre des députés 
peut setarguer d'un résultat net et 
incontestable. Samedi soir, devant 
plusieurs dizaines de milliers de 
personnes, il a recu l'onction de 
M.Grillo, consce faire delui lechef 
incontesté du mouvement. 

Pourtant, ce passage de témoin 
ne s'est pas fait sans heurts ni 
dommages, tant la porsonne de 
Luigi Di Maio suscite au sein du 
mouvement de profondes réticen-
ccs. Un homme incarne ces oppo-
sitions: c'est le député Roberto 
Pico, 42 ans, président de la com-
mission de surveillance de la RAI. 
Compagnon de la première heure 
de M. Grillo, charismalique et très 
aimé de la base militante, i l n'a pas 
cherché à faire de coup d'édat. 
Mais, mème si l'accès à la tribune 
lui a étéinterdit, il n'a pas manqué 
de faire passer son message. Il a 
suffi pour cela de quelques sorties 
bien calibrées, et des images muet-
tes d'une conversation longue et 
animée entre lui et le nouveau lea
der du mouvement, captées par les 
camérasde telévision ilaliennes. 

Passer la main 
Tenant d'une ligne politique très 
conservatrice, Luigi Di Maio est 
en effet loin de faire l'unanimité. 
S'il a été largement élu, c'était 
sans vérilable opposant, au terme 
d'un scrutin en ligne cjui a mobì-
lisé moins d'un cinquième des 
inscrits. Defalt, commentdes mi
litants antisystème, hostiles à 
toul ce qui ressemble de près ou 
de loin à un professionnel de la 
politique, pourraient-ils accepter 
sans ciller un jeune homme de 

31 ans qui n'a connu pour expé-
rience, avant d'entrer au Parle-
ment. que quelques petits bou-
lots et un emploi d'ouvreur au 
stade San Paolo de Naples ? 

En fin tacticien, M. Grillo a vite 
compris le danger et, s'il assurait 
encore, il y a quelques jours, sa vo-
lonié de passer complètement la 
main, affirmant que le candidat à 
la présidence du conseil devien-
drail automatiquement le chef 
politique du mouvement, il s'est 
présente, le temps de ces trois 
jours de manifeslation, comme la 
figure tutélaire du M5S et le ga-
rant de leur unite. Dimanche 
après-midi, devant les caméras, 
comme pour rassurer ses parti
sans en leur montranl que rien 
n'a changé, i l s'est livré à une nou-
veileprovocation, distribuant des 
billets de 500 euros aux journalis 
tes, avant de leur lancer : «Mainte-
nant, voasfaites ce que je ciis ! » m 

J E R O M E G A U T H E R E T 

Pag. 2



Berlin risque d'ètre plus réticent 
à la réforme de la zone euro 
Les projets de Macron vont se heurter à l'hostilité des libéraux du FD1 

B R U X E L L E S bureau europccn 

P endant la campagne, i l 
avait é té t rès peu ques-
t ion des é lect ions alle-
mandes à Bruxelles, 

m è m e si une sèrie de dossiers y 
é ta ient gelés dans l'attente du 
nouveau mandat promis à la 
chancelière, Angela Merkel. Pour 
autant, les conséquences de ce 
scrutili, qui entrarne l'explosion 
de la grande coalition sonante, et 
voit l 'extréme droite entrer pour 
la p r e m i è r e fois au Bundestag, 
sont considérables. 

A l 'annonce des résul ta ts , la 
phase d'euphorie qui a suivi les 
défai tes de Geert Wilders aux 
Pays-Bas et de Marine Le Pen en 
France a s emblé soudainement 
s'estomper avec le succès du parti 
d ' ex t réme droite Alternative pour 
lAllemagne (AfD). Le retrait des 
soc iaux-démocra tes du SPD en-
trainera sans doute un change-
ment de ton à Berlin sur la poli t i-
que mlgratoire, les relations avec 
la Turquie ou les possibles ré-
formes de l'eurozone, landis que 
la chance l i è re devra taire des 
concessions aux l ibéraux et aux 
Verts pour tenter de composer 
une nouvelle coalition. 

Les faibles scores de l 'Union 
ch ré t i enne -démocra t e (CDU) et 
du SPD compliquent le jeu du pré-
sident francais, Emmanuel Ma
cron, dans le domaine-c lé , v u de 
Paris, de la ré forme de la zone 
euro. Depuis des mois, i l promet 
de dé fendre un Parlement, u n 
budget et un super-ministre des 
finances pour l'eurozone. Après 
dixans de gestion chaotique de la 
crise des dettes, il compie sur une 
« fenèlre h i s to r ique» pour faire 
enfili progresser l'integration de 

la zone mané ta i r e , do tée aetuelle-
ment de politiques économiques , 
sociales et fiscales insuffisam-
ment coordonnées . 

Les Allemanda n'ont jusqu 'à 
p résen t pas cons idéré qu ' i l s'agis-
sait d'une priorité. C'est d'ailleurs 
pour certe raison, afin de tenter 
de susciter le débat à Berlin, que 
M. Macron compte délail ler ses 
plans dès mardi 26 septembre, de-
vant des é t u d i a n t s de la Sor
bonne. Avant quAngela Merkel se 
mette à négocier la composit ion 
d'une nouvelle coalition. 

Retour du dossier migratoire 
Jusqu'où le chef de l'Etat francais 
placera-l-il le curseur de ses ambi-
tions, sachant que les Allemands, 
toules tendances politiques con-
fondues, refuseronl toute idée de 
mulual isat ion des dettes ou de 
transferts financiers s u p p l é m e n -
taires entre Etats membres? 

La personnal i té du futur minis
tre des finances altemand sera cru
ciale. Le leader des libéraux, le pho-
togénique Christian Lindner, bri
glie le poste occupé par Wolfgang 
Schauble, une personnal i té (CDU) 
incontesta blement pro-europé-
enne, en dépit de sa rigidité vis-à-
vis de la Grece. Les l ibéraux sont, 
eux, hostiles à une réforme en prò 
fondeur de la zone euro. M . Lind
ner a déclaré dès dimanche soir 
qu'il n'était pas question d'envisa-
ger un budget commun substan-
tiel pour l'eurozone : « 60 milliards 
cl'curos dircctement pour la Franco 
et l'Italie ? C'est inconcevable. » 

M . Macron dispose toutefois 
d'une carte maitresse : il est encore 
considéré à Bruxelles comme ce-
lui qui a e n d i g u é la vaguc popu
liste. Si lAllemagne de Merkel ne 
fait pas un geste envers ce pro-

Européen revend iqué qui veut 
rapprocher l 'Union de ses ci-
toyens, elle risque de rallumer la 
fiamme de l'europhobie. 

M . Macron devra-t-il aider la 
chancelière sur les dossiers migra-
toires, pour espérer obtenir des 
avancées minimales sur ces su-
jets ? Le dossier migratoire devrait 
en efiet revenir en force à Bruxel
les, en raison de la p o u s s é e de 
lAfD, susc i tée par l 'arr ivée de 
centaines de milliers de deman-
deurs d'asile en Allemagne. Berlin 
pousse depuis des mois pour une 
révision des règlesd'accueil des ré-
fugiés dans l 'Union. LI estime que 
le jugement de la Cour de justice 
de l 'Union européenne , qui vient 
de donner tort à la 1 longrie et à la 
Slovaquie, hostiles aux quotas de 
réfugiés adoplés en 2015, ouvre la 
voie à un m é c a n i s m e de relocali-
sation permanent. Au coeur du dé
bat, la n o t i o n d e « solidarité», refu-
sée par des capitales de l'Est. 

LAllemagne - comme la France 
- veut aussi obtenir une révision 
des règles dans l'espace sans pas-
seport Schengen. Les règles jugees 
« trop rigiilcs » régissant la réintro-
duction temporaire des contròles 
aux frontières seront revues. Ber
l in insisterà aussi pour une polit i-
que plus vigoureuse de retour des 
illégaux et une extension de l'es-
pèce de délégat ion de pouvoirs à 
la Libye (à ses gardes-còtes, voire à 
certainesdeses milices) à laquelle 
on assiste depuis des mois, pour 
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limiter les passages de migrants 
par la Mediterranée centrale. 

La question turque devrait éga-
lcment ótre abordée, dòs lundi, 
lors d'un conscil des affaires gé-
nérales bruxellois, prelude à un 
sommet des dirigeants en octo-
bre. M m e Merkel avait appelé à une 

rupture des négociations d'adhé-
sion durant la campagne. Il n'en 
serait maintenant plus question -
Berlin craignant une remise en 
cause de l'accord sur le contròie 
des migrants de mars 2016 avec 
Ankara -, mais d'une énième 
mise en garde à l'endroit de cet 
encombrant partenaire, au re
gime toujours plus autoritaire. 

Abondant dans le sens de Paris, 
la chancelière pourrait aussi prò-
gresser en matière de déiense. 
Une « eoopération srructurée per
manente» pourrait étre bientòt 
notiiiée oftìciellement. Initié par 

« 6 0 milliards 
d'euros 

directement pour 
la France et 

l'Italie ? C'est 
inconcevable » 

CHRISTIAN LINDNER 
presidont du TDP 

Paris, Berlin, Madrid et Rome, le 
projet serait appuyé par suffìsam-
ment d'autres capitaies pour étre 
lance, avec l'objeclif de renl'orcer 
l'autonomie stratégique de 
l'Union, d'accélérer la politique 
commune de sécurité et de favori-
ser la eoopération entre les Indus
tries nationales de défense. 

M.Macron aura très vite l'occa-
sion de tester la solidité de son jeu : 
dès le sommet de Tallinn, en Esto
nie, vendredi 29 septembre. Le 
rendez-vous était initialement 
consacré au numérique mais les 
dirigeants européens, anticipant 
qu'ils auraient d'autres sufets de 
discussion, se sont ménage un dì-
ner de travati la velile au soir. • 

CÉCILE D U C O U R T I E U X 

E T J E A N - P I E R R E S T R O O B A N T S 

L E S R E A C T I O N S 

EMMANUEL MACRON 
«J'ai appelé Angela Merkel pour 
la féliciter, a annoncé, dimanche 
24septembre, le président Em
manuel Macron sur son compte 
Twittet. Nous. poursuivons avec 
détermination notre eoopération 
essentielle pour l'Europe 
et nos pays. » 

MARINE LE PEN 
« Bravo à nos alliés de t'PAfD pour 
ce score historique! C'est un 
nouveau symbole du réveil des 
peuples européens », a déclaré 
la presidente du Front nat ional , 
Marine Le Pen sur Twittcr. 
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Christian Lindner, le p rés iden t du Parti l ibéra l -démocra te (FDP), à Dusseldorf, le 23 septembre. INA FASSBENDI• • DPA/AFP 
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Washington étend le «travel ban» 
à Pyongyang, N'Djamena et Caracas 

Les Etats-Unis interdiront l'entrée sur leur territoire des citoyens 
de Corée du Nord et du Tchad et limiteront celle des 
Vénézuéliens dans le cadre d'un nouveau décret sur 
r immigration, a annoncé, dimanche 24septembre, ladministra-
tion Trump. Ces nouveiles restrictions entreront en vigueur 
le 18octobre. Elles elargissero la liste des pays visés, au départ 
essentiellement composée de pays à majorité musulmane 
(Iran, Libye, Syrie, Yemen, Somalie). Le Soudan, quant à lui, 
a été retiré de cette liste. 
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Referendum kurde : Bagdad hausse le ton 
Le premier ministre irakien s'est dit prét à prendre « les mesures nécessaires » pour préserver l'unite de son pays 

BAG D A D - envoyée speciale 

J usqu'au dernier instant, les 
responsables irakiens et 
leurs soutiens internatio-
naux ont eu l'espoir que les 
pressions exercóes sur Mas-

soud Barzani pourannulerle refe
rendum d'indépendance du Kur
distan irakien, hindi 25 septem-
bre, porteraient leurs fruits. Le 
coup de théàtre n'a pas eu lieu. Di
manche, le leader kurde, prési-
dent de la région autonome, a 
confirmé la tenue du scrutin, qu'il 
a présente corame le premier pas 
d'un long processus de négocia-
tion vers l 'indépendance avec Ba
gdad, estimant que le partenariat 
tissé en 2003 avail « échouó ». 

Le premier ministre irakien, 
Haider Al-Abadi, est apparu à la té-
lévision, dimanche, pour asséner, 
avec une rare fermeté, l'opposition 
de Bagdad. «Premile une décision 
unilaterale affettarti l'unite de 
l'Irak et sa sécurité aitisi que la sécu-
rité de la région avec un referen
dum de séparalion est con tre la 
Constitution et la paix civile. Nous 
allons prendre les mesures néces
saires pour préserver l'unite du 
pays », a-t-il promis. 

Conscient qu'il joue sa survle po-
litique sur la gestion de certe crise, 
potentiellcment désta bilisatrice 
alors que la lutte contre l'organisa-
tion Etat islamique n'est pas ache-
vée et que se profilent des éiec-
tions législatives au printemps 
2018, M. Abadi s'est départi de son 
allitude condìiante. 

A l'issue d'un cabinet de sécurité 
qui s'est tenu après ce «discours à 
la nailon », son gouvernement a 
exhorté les pays étrangers à ne 
plus traiter avec les autorités du 
Kurdistan irakien dans les domai-
nes du pétrole et des frontiòrcs et a 
ordonné a Erbil de lui restiruer le 
contróledes frontières et des aéro-
ports. La Turquie et l'Iran avaient 
annoncé plus tòt de premières 
sanctions. Les deux pays ont sus-
pendu leurs liaisons aériennes 
avec le Kurdistan irakien voisin er 

intensifié leurs manceuvres mili-
taires à sa frontière. 

Refus de négocier 
A Bagdad, le dialogue promis par 
M. Barzani n'est pas une option 
envisagée. «Dès lors que le refe
rendum a lieu, il n'ya pas de négo-
ciation possible sur une feuille de 
route pour la création d'un Etat 
kurde», a déclaré au Monde Ali 
Alaaq, membre du parti chiite Al-
Dawa de M. Abadi et négociateur 
avec Erbil. 

Bagdad refuse une negociation 
dont l'issue est fixée à l'avance par 
un referendum. Si la solution fede
rale, prévue parla Constitution ira-
kienne, a leur preferente, ils n'en-
visagent sa remise en cause - pour 
une confédération ou l'indépen-
dance - que par la voie d'amende-
ments consritutionnels.C'esr la 
position qu'a défendue M. Abadi 

dans ses conta cts réguliers avec 
M. Barzani, er en public. Le pre
mier ministre irakien avail mise 
sur le succès du partenariat inédit 
stelle entre leurs forces de sécurité 
respectives lors de la bataille de 
Mossoul. 

il avaitégalement promis au pré-
sidenl kurde une alliance eletto
rale en 2018 pour l'amener au 
compromis. Si M. Barzani a grati-
fié le premier ministre irakien de 
marques de respect, i l a fugé son 
avenir politique trop incertain 
pour accepter une alternative né-
gociée sans garanties fermes des 
Nations unies et des Etats-Unis. 
Or, celles-ci nesont jamais venues. 

Une fois le dialogue rompu, le 
premier ministre irakien s'est 
joint, dimanche, aux voix qui, à 
Bagdad, n'ont cesse de tirer à vue 
sur le chef kurde. A son tour, i l a 
compare ses méthodes à celles de 
l'ancien diclateur Saddam Hus
sein et a exhorté ses «chers ci-
toyens kurdes» à ouvrir les yeux 
sur les lacunes démocraliques du 
syslème Barzani, la corruption et 
la captation des ressources pétro-
lières a son seul profit. 

Fragilisation de M. Abadi 
«Le premier ministre Abadi ne 
prendra pas le risque de relancerle 
dialogue etdetre accuse de traitiise 
par les autres paitis chiites», es
time un observateur étranger. Ils 
exploiteraient sa faiblesse pour 
empècher sa retonduttion à la téle 
du gouvernement à l'issue des lé
gislatives de 2018. La fragilisation 
de M. Abadi inquiète les Occiden-
taux, qui jugent son maintien au 
pouvoir essentiel pour la recons-
truction de l'Irak. Ils ont redouble 
d'etto rrs pour pousser M. Barzani à 
renoncer au referendum, les Etats-
Unis allant jusqu'à menacer de lui 
retirer tout soutien politique, mili-
taire et economiche. 

Le scrutin pose le problème des 
territoires disputés entre Bagdad 
et Erbil. L'Iran et ses alliés chiites 
irakiens ont tenté d'empécher sa 
tenue à Kirkouk, une ville mixte 
kurde-arabe assise sur une région 
petrolifere, en misant sur les divi-
sions kurdes. Mais les visites du 
general iranien Ghassem Solei-
mani ont échoué à convaincre les 
responsables de l'Union patrioti-
que du Kurdistan (UPK), qui tien-
nenr Kirkouk, de làcher le Parti 
démocratique du Kurdistan (PDK) 
de M. Barzani. 

«Nous nous en sommes tenus ù 
ce stade ù des moyens pacijiques et 
politiques. Mais nous sommes en 
droit légitime de combattre pour 
dcfendre l'integrile du lerritoirc 
irakien», menace Lailh Al-Adhari, 
membre du bureau politique de la 
milite chiite irakienne Asaib Ahi 
Al-Haq. La perspective des législa
tives de 2018 incite les partis chii
tes présents dans la région et leurs 
milices à afficher une certaine re
tenue. «Une action militane est 
une décision politique qui incombe 
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au gouvernement centrai de Bag
dad et au Parlement», poursuit M . 
Adhari, qui juge «inimaginable» 
que Bagdad reste sans rien taire. 

Le premier ministre Abadi a 
prévenu que ses forces intervien-
draient en cas de troubles. Mais 
la crise avec Erbil risque de préci-
piter une reprise en main de 
l'Iran et de la Turquie, au grand 
dam des Occidentaux qui per-
draient un point d'appui dans la 
région. «Tehèran a assez de le-
viers au Kurdistan pour déstabili-
ser leprésident Barzani en renfor-
cant ses adversaires, IVPK et le 

parti Goran », estime un observa-
teur étranger. Quant à la Turquie, 
elle n'a pas écar té l 'option mi l i -
taire mais peut aussi asphyxier 
Erbil en fermant le passage du pé-
trole kurde. • 

H É L È N E S A L L O N 

« Dès lors que 
le referendum 

a lieu, il n'y a pas 
de négociation 

posslble sur une 
feuille de m u t e 
pour la création 
d'un Etat kurde» 

ALI ALAAQ 
ncg iK lateui ir.ikien.iw.-t Ei lui 

LE CONTEXTE 

KURDISTAN IRAKIEN 
Reconnue dans la Constitution 
irakienne de 2005, la région du 
Kurdistan irakien jouit d'une 
large autonomie. Elle est peuplee 
de 6 millions dhabitants (17 °/o à 
20 % de la population irakienne}, 
mais ne représente qu'une partie 
de l'ensemble des Kurdes répartis 
aussi entre la Turquie, la Syrie et 
l'Iran. Elle jouit du contròie de ses 
frontic-res et exploite son propre 
petrole, quel le exporte par la 
Turquie. Le mandat de son prési
dent, Massoud Barzani, a expiré 
en 2015, faute d'élections, 
qui n'ont pas pu ótre organisées 
à cause de la lutte contre l'orga-
nisation Etat islamique. 

TERRITOIRES 
CONTESTES 
Un des points les plus épineux 
du referendum d'independance 
concerne la délirnitation des fron-
tières. Kirkouk et une bande de 
territoire bordant la région auto
nome, peuplées d'Arabes et de 
Kurdes, sont revendiquées par 
Erbil et Bagdad. Prévu par la 
Constitution, le referendum sur 
le rattachement de ces régions ri-
ches en pétrole n'a jamais eu lieu. 
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Trump 
durcit son 
décret anti-
immigration 

ÉTATS-UNIS 

La Maison-Bianche 
a étendu la liste de 
pays indésirables 
sur le sol americani. 
Les interdictions 
sont dcfinitives, 
et non plus 
temporaires. 

Nicolas Routine 
1&@nrauitm 

— Bureau de New York 

Son préeédent décret avait été 
s évè remen t c r i t iqué : Donald 
Trump a verni sa copie. Le prési-
dent a m e r i c a n i a p r é s e n t e 
dimanclie soir la nouvelle ver
simi de son décret « anti-iiiiiui-
gra t ion ». Une version... dur-
cie et é tend ne à de no uvea ux 
pays. Ce sont d é s o r n i a i s lui i t 
nations qui sont visées. A l'Iran, 
la Libye. la Syrie, la Somalie et le 

Yemen, sont venus s'ajouter le 
Tchad. la Corée du Nord et le 
Venezuela. Le Solidari a é t é 
retile de la liste. 

Surtout, alors quo le premier 
décret. promulga é en janvier dés 
son arrivée au pouvoir. interdi* 

sait a US ressortissants de ces 
pays d'entrer sur Le terr i toi re 
americani pour une d u r é e de 
90 jours. et le deuxième, datant 
demars,pourl20jours,celui-eia 
une durée illiniitée. I l ne pourra 
étre revu, selon la Maison-Bian
che, quo si les pays cités répon-
dent •< tfe manière satisfiiisante 
aux insiiffìsances eonstarées » en 
niatiére de sécurité. Les coudi-
tions de celle interdiction clilTè-
rent tourefois selon les pays. 
Ainsi. ce sont ics offlciels véné-
zuéliens el les menibres de leur 
fa mille qui sont touchés par 
l ' interdietion. L 'Iran, lu i . petit 
continuer à envoyer des é tu-
diants. m é m e si ceux-ci seront 
soumis à de longues enquétes de 
la part de l'adininistration. Les 
Somaliens pourront visiter le 
pays. mais pas s'y établir déliiii-
t i v e m e n t . . . Ces su b t i l i t é s 
pourraient provoquer un nou-
veau chaos aux a é r o p o r t s , 
cornine les précedenls décrels. 
l'adniinistration n'étant pas au 
polnt sur les cita ugements. 

La Cour suprème 
pou rra.it trancher 

La r é p o n s e d e Donald Trump 
ressemble à une tentative poi ir 
ture mire les critiques el devan-
cer une decisimi d'inconstitu-
t i o n n a l i t é . Les p r é c é d e n t s 
décrels visaienl en elfel des pays 
niusulmanset leursdétraeteurs 
pensaient p o u v o i r les l'aire 
annuler pour tette raison. En 
ajoutant la Corée du Nord et le 
Venezuela à la liste, le président 
americani e spè re d é m o n t r e r 
que d'est la sécurité du pays qui 
l'empoite avant tout - alors que. 
durant sa campagne, i l avait 
parie d'interdire l'inimigration 
de tous les musulmans... 

Pour l ' U n i o n a i n e r i t a ine 
pour les l i be i t é s civiles, i l ne 
s'agit là que d'une diversion. <• 1/ 
s'agit taujours d'une interdiction 
visam ies musulmans : la Coree 
du Nord n'esi quaslment pas 
concernée par Ics migrations et 
rinterdictlon ncvisc quequclques 
offlciels vénézuétiens ». a fait 
savoir l'associa tion. 

Le iiouveau décret entrerà en 
vigueur le 18 octobre. Mais i l 
p o u r r a i t b i en è t r e a t t a q u é 
devant les tribuna ux.conime les 
deux p r é c é d e n t s . Ce lund i , la 

Cour S u p r è m e a a m i u l é tles 
auditions qui devaient avoir lieti 
le 10 octobre, sur le deux ième 
décret, et qui n'avaienl plus lieu 
d ' è t re . P e u t - è r r e devra-t-elle 
bientót se pencher sur certe troi-
sièmeniouture.. . • 
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Le FN se félìcite de la victoire 
des «alliés» d'outre-Rhin 

L e résultat définitif des législa-
tives n'était pas encore 
connu, dimanche en Allema-

gne, qu'en France plusieurs cadres 
frontistes se précipitaient déjà pour 
adresser publiquement leurs félici-
tations à l'AfD. Le parti nationaliste 
allemand est la première formation 
d'extréme droite à faire massive-
ment son entrée au Bundestag de-
puis 1945, avec 94 députés. 
La presidente du Front national, 
Marine Le Pen, a vu dans ce résultat 
un «noiivcau symbolc du réveil des 
peuples européens» et félicité «[ses] 
allic's» pour leur «score historique». 
Nicolas Bay, secrétaire general du 
parti, a lui interprete le vote cornine 
un choix «patriotc» (le mot est à la 
mode en ce moment au FN) et «une 
volante plus forte quejamais du peu-
ple allemand de combattre l'immi-
gration incontrólée et l'islarnisme 
qui en résulte». Lui qui a succède il 
y a peu à Marine Le Pen à la prési-
dence du groupe «Europe des na-
tions et des libertés» au Parlement 
européen, groupe qui compte (entre 
autres) un Allemand de L'AfD, a 
aussi salué ses «alliés» d'outre-Rhin. 
AfD et FN ont officialisé leur rap-
prochement en janvier à Coblence, 
en Allemagne, lors d'un congrès aux 
allures d'internationale des natio-
nalistes, un meeting et une confé-
rence de presse avec Marine Le Pen 
coté francais et l'eurodéputé Mar
cus Pretzell coté allemand (le PVV 
néerlandais était représenté par 
Geert Wilders, et la Ligue du Nord 
italienne par Matteo Salvini). Une 
réunion plus médiatique qu'autre 
chose. 

S'ils se ressemblent sur certalns 
points -un discours anti-islam, an-
ti-migrants, anti-euro, anti-Merkel, 
anti-américain et pro-Poutine-, le 
FN et l'AfD n'ont surtout en com
muti que leurs critiques à l'égard 
des élites politiques et leur nationa-
lisme. Des positions qu'on retrouve 
par ailleurs dans beaucoup de partis 
populistes actuels. Créée en 2013, 
l'AfD est plus libérale en matière 
économique que le FN, et plus con
servatrice qu'elle n'est identitaire. 
De fait, à l'epoque de Coblence, tous 
n'avaient pas apprécié la démarche : 
«Je trouve que le FN ne nous corres-
pond pas du tout, c'est en fait un 
parti socialiste», avait protesté une 
tète connue de l'AfD, Georg Pa-
zderski. 

«Il n'y a pas de couple franco-allc-
mand du nationalisme», analysait 
aussi à la mème date Nicolas Le-
bourg, de l'Observatoire des radica-
lités politiques de la Fondation 
Jean-Jaurès. Et de résumer ce ma-
riage opportuniste comme celili de 
«deux paitis actuellement à la pc'ri-
phérie des droites et qui, face aux 
difficultés des partis conservateurs 
vis-à-vis de la crise sociale de-
puis 2008 et des réfugiés de-
puis 2015, tentent de sepositionner 
auprès de leur électorat national 
cornine relcvant d'un rcajustement 
planctaire des droites quiferaient 
d'eux non des extrèmes droites du 
passe, mais Ics mouvements trans-
partisans de demain». 
Un point commun quand méme: 
des axes d'ancrage différents selon 
les territoires. Comme il y a deux FN 
en France, celui du Nord, d'inspira-

tion sociale, celui du Sud, plus iden
titaire et sécuritaire, l'AfD est natio
naliste à l'Ouest et libérale à l'Est 
(lire page 3). 
De plus, les partis francais et alle
mand affichent tous deux des divi-
sions internes. Une fois le résultat 
des législatives connu en Allema
gne, Frauke Petry, l'une des princi-
pales dirigeantes de 1 AfD, a annoncé 
qu'elle ne siégerait pas avec la for
mation au Bundestag, regrettant un 
virage radicai et agressif. Une déci-
sion sur laquelle l'ancien vice-prési-
dent du FN, Florian Philippot, qui a 
quitte le parti jeudi, s'est immédiate-
ment projeté. «La radicante ne sert 
à rien, le départ de Frauke Petiy dé-
noncant ces dérives le montre. Ilfaut 
bàtir un patrìotisme clair et rasscm-
bleur», a-t-il plaidé. 

TRISTAN B E R T E L O O T 

Si les extrémes droites 
f rancaise et allemande 
ont le mème rejet de 
l'immigration et de 
l'islam, leurs visions 

économiques 
divergent largement. 
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A Kirkouk, la peur 
de l'après-référendum 

Dans cette ville peuplée de 
Kurdes, Arabes et Turkmènes, 
les minorités craignent que le 
vote les marginaiise. De 
nombreux incidents ont 
ma rqué les dernières semai nes. 

D e toutes les villes où le referendum s'est 
déroulé luridi, Kirkouk était la plus scru
tile. Celle où le risque d'incidents était le 

plus élevé, celle où le processus d'indépendance 
pouvait déraper avant méme d'avoir com-
mencé. «S'ily a desproblèmcs, ceserà lafaute 
de bandìts. J'ai demandò à nos peslimergas [les 
combattants kurdes, ndlr] de nepas reagir anx 
provocations», déclarait dimanche Massoud 
Barzani, le président du Kurdistan irakien. La 
participation ne semole pas avoir été massive, 
mais le vote s'est déroulé dans le calme. Un cou-
vre-feu a été déclaré lundi dans le centre, ainsi 
que dans les secteurs arabe et turkméne, afin 
de «protéger les citoyens», a fait savoir la police.. 

«Piège». Kirkouk est une cité complexe, 
multiethnique et multiconfessionnelle, où les 
exclus d'hier sont devenus les dirigeants 
d'aujourd'hui. LeschifFres ne sont pas définitifs 
mais elle compterait environ 1,5 mill ion 
d'habitants, dont un peu moins de 50% de Kur
des, environ 35% d'Arabes et 15% de Turkmè-
nes. Certains sont sunnites, d'autres chiites. Ki
rkouk est aussi une ville au sous-sol riche, qui 
renferme 40% des réserves irakiennes de brut. 
Elle fait partie de ces zones que se disputent 
l'Irak et le gouvemement régional du Kurdistan. 
Saddam Hussein avait déplacé de force des Ara
bes pour la repeupler. Depuis 2014 et la fuite des 
soldats irakiens devant l'avancée de l'Etat isla-
mique, les Kurdes en ont pris le contróle. Leurs 
drapeaux flottent sur les administrations. 
Mais rien n'est réglé à Kirkouk. L'ambiance est 

pesante, les peurs permanentes. «Désoléje ne 
peuxpas vousparler. Onpourrait tious voir. Il 
vaut mieux se taire ici», dit un jeune Arabe. 
Autour du conseil provincia!, qui incarne le 
pouvoir, les rues sont interdites aux voitures. 
On n'y accède qu'à pied, en longeant barrières 
et murs de beton, après avoir été fouillé trois 
fois. Les élus ont chacun cinq gardes du corps. 
Ils patientent dans les couloirs sinistres à la 
peinture jaunàtre et au carrelage écaillé. Les 
gardes de Kamiran Kirkouki, un élu kurde 
de 60 ans, étaient là quand les jihadistes de 
l'Etat islamique, qui contròlent Hawija, à une 
vingtaine de kilomètres, ont lance un assaut 
sur la ville le 21 octobre. «J'aipris mon amie et 
je suis parti avec euxpour empécher les hom-
mes de Daech d'entrer dans le conseil provin
oteli», se souvient-il. Les jihadistes ont été chas-
sés de Kirkouk après deux jours de combats. 
Mais les incidents, moins graves, ont repris avec 
l'annonce du referendum. Le 11 septembre, une 
fusillade a éclaté entre des Kurdes qui fètaient 
le vote à venir et un garde du siège d'un parti 
turkméne. Un Kurde a été tue et plusieurs per-
sonnes ont été blessées. Quelques jours plus tòt, 
un professeur arabe avait péri dans l'explosion 
de sa voiture. «C'était une attaque faitepour 
provoquerdes incidents entre Kurdes et Arabes 
avant le referendum. De notte còte, nous refu-
sons de tomberdans ce piège. Nous avons de bon-
nes relations avec eux, ily a beaucoup de maria-
ges mixtes et d'intérèts communs», affirme 
Kamiran Kirkouki. L'élu craint surtout des ac-
tions «dirigées depuis l'étranger». «L'Iran va 
pousser les chiites à créer desproblèmes après 
le referendum», affirme-t-il. Déjà, en début de 
semaine demière, plusieurs dizaines de pick-up 
de la milice chiite Badr ont parade dans le cen-
tre-ville. Les peshmergas n'ont pu qu'observer 
le coup de force, sans intervenir. 

«Pleurite». Dans le long salon aux murs bordés 
de canapés où i l recoit ses invités, le cheikh 
Bourhan Mazher al-Sissi, chef de la liste arabe 
au conseil, dit lui aussi sentir la montée des ten-
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sions. «Des gens, et pas que des Arabes, ont 
quitte la ville ces demiers jours. Ils ont peur. Ce 
referendum est dangereux», affirme-t-il. D'un 
ton poli et calme, en réfléchissant à chaque 
mot, il ajoute : «Les Kurdes ont tout à fait le droit 
de décider de leuravenir. Mais dans leurs villes, 
pas dans celles qui sont disputées comme Kir
kouk.» Il y a une dizaine de jours, le cheikh a fait 
passer un message au consulat américain à Er-
bil, la capitale du Kurdistan irakien, pour de-
mander l'envoi d'une «force intemationale neu
tre» dans la ville. Il n'a pas recu de réponse. 
Les représentants de la c o m m u n a u t é turk
m é n e sont plus vindicatifs. L'un de leurs diri-
geants, Raad Agha, conseiller au parlement 
provincial, habite une maison cossue derrière 
un grand portail. La rue est gardée par des 
hommes cagoulés et armés parlant ture. «Ce 

referendum est illégitime. Il nedevraitpas avoir 
lieti dans des zones mixtes où viventdes Turk
mènes. C'est aussi chez nous ici. Nousy avons 
nos maisons et nos eniplois. Ce n'estpas à nous 
depayerpour les bombardemenls chimiques 
qui ont visé les Kurdes. » Raad Agha n'a pas de 
doute, le oui l'emportera, à Kirkouk comme 
ailleurs. «Mais dès que le résultat sera ojficiel, 
nous porterò ns plainte devant le tribunal fede
rai. Et si ca ne sujfit pas, nous mobiliserons tou-
tes les instances que nous pourrons, jusqu'à 
l'ONU. Je ne comprends pas pourquoi Barzani 
s'est obstiné avec ce vote. C'est extrémement 
dangereux. Ily a desjeunes motivés dans cha
que camp, il suffira d'un rien pour que ca degè
nere. Le pire est à venir.» 

L . M a . (à Kirkouk) 
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Populists toast success after EU reboot falters 
Charles Bremner Paris 

While Europe's right-wing populists 
vvere celebrating the advance of 
Germany's anti-immigrant AfD party, 
the relative setback for Angela Merkel 
spelt bad news for French efforts to re-
launch the Europcan Union. 

Marine Le Peti, leader of the French 
National Front, and Geert VVilders. 
vvho heads the Dutch Freedom Party, 
saluted the entry info parliament of 
Alternative for Germany (AfD). 

The party's success in gaining 13 per 
cent of the vote marks the arrivai of 
anti-establishment populism in a 
nation longthoughtto be immune to it. 
"Bravo to our allies of the AfD for this 
historic score. This is a new symbol of 
the awakening of the peoples," tweeted 
Ms Le Pen. 

The breakthrough by the AfD ended 
a losing streak for western Europe's 
hard nationalists in recent months after 
a poor electoral outìng by Mr Wìlders 
and Ms Le Pen's resoundina defeat bv 
Emmanuel Macron iti the presidential 
elections. The National Front was un-
able to becomeeven the second-largest 
party in France. 

However, the dispute in the AfD 
leadership yesterday matched the divi-
sions that nave emerged on the Conti-
nent inside the so-called patriots' 
movements. The parties are split 
between unvarnished xenophobes and 
less estreme ideologues vvho hope to 
reach power onc day. 

The walkout yesterday by Krauke 
Petry, co-leader of The AfD, echoed a 
parallel feud inside the National Front 
between anti-immigrant traditionalists 
and the more polished anti-EU 
campaigners. 

Ms Î e Pen last week dismissed her 
deputy, Florian Philippot, because he 
refused to abandon his focus on leaving 
the EU and get behind the party's anti-
foreigner doctrines. Yesterday Mr Phil
ippot sided with Ms Petry s rejection of 
extremism. tweeting that "the depar-
tLireof Frauke Petry show* that radical-
istn is useless". He added: "You have tn 
build a patriotism that... brings people 
together.'' 

The rise of the far right in Berlin will 
encourage anti-immigrant parties 
across the EU, from Scandinavia to 
ltaly, but: the fierce "Germany-first" 
doctrine of the AfD and the arrivai of a 
more conservative coalitioti under Mrs 
Merkel may worsen tensions with the 
nationalist governments of Poland and 
Hungary. Warsaw. for example, is un-
likely to make progress with its 
dernnnds for a trillion dollars in 
compensation for wartime losses at the 
hands of the Nazis. Alexander Gauland, 
AfD's leading candidate, even cam
pa igneri for Germany to he allowed to 
admire its world war soldiers. 

More immediately. Mrs Merkcl's 
probable alliance with the liberal Free 
Democrats (FDP) wil l dim the 

prospeets of German agreement to a 
push by Mr Macron to deepen the EU's 
core zone of single currency states. In a 
speech in Paris today the French leader 

will expand on hisproposals for a com
mon budget for the eurozone as well as 
a federai fìnance minister. I lis officiate 
insisted that his ambitionsvvould not be 
dimmed by the German election re-
sults. Privately. though, they acknowl-
edge that the refusai of the FDP to 
countcnance any deeper integration in 
the eurozone wil l create an obstacle. 

Mrs Merkel had edged towards Mr 
Macron's ideas before the election but 
yesterday she sounded caution. "My 
view is that we can use more Europe, 
but this has to lead to more competi 
tiveness, more jobs and more clout fot-
the European Union,' - she said. 

Germany's longstanding reluctance 
to accept more sharing of funds in the 
eurozone is based on its view that the 
uncompetitive southern economie* 
should not be bailed out by German 
largesse. Mr Macron has bet that his 
pro-EU reforms in France will help to 
persuade Germany to accept more "sol-
idarity" in the eurozone. His chances of 
success dìrninished on Sunday night. 

Pag. 2



Misstep on 
migrants 
may yet seal 
Mutti's fate 

Analysis 

A
ngela Merkel said it 
hersclf: cvery leader 
shoukl think twice 
before ruling for more 
than a decade (Roger 

Boyes writes). 
She was seven jears into her 

reign at the lime, and looking 
l'omanl lo 2015, the nolional len-
year milestone, Her rivals 
sharpencd their knives aceordìnglv. 

Why noi 2015? Multi (Mummy) ' 
— as she is affectionalelv known to 
her followers — had wealhered a 
eurozone crisis and was steaming 
ahead. It woukl be the 70th 
anni versary of Germany's 
uncondilional surrender, the l^lh 
anniversary of German unification, 
the Sfitto anni versa ry of diploma tic 
relation* with Israel: a graceful exit 
poi ni for a modcTiiìsing 
European leader at the 
peak of her game. Then, 
as Middle East wars 
lapped at the shores of 
Europe, she committed 
a capital error: wìthout 
Consulting her EU 
partner* she threw open 
the gates for hundreds of 

thousands of migrants. As 
the unfiltered newcomers 
bogan to overwhelm German 
institutions enthusiasm for her 
gesture curtlled. It was the moment 
everylhing started to go wrong for 
her, but slie resolutety plugged her 
cars. 

Even now, after taking a pasting 
at Ihe polis, she refuses to accept 

the faci of her decline. Fourlh terni 
tenures are ahvays toxic for Gei-man 
chancellors. Konrad Adenauer was 
unable to fend off the challenges 
mounled by bis economica minìsler, 
Ludwig Erhard. Helmut Kohl, in the 
late 19*J0s, struggled with rìsing 
unemployment and his popularity 

plunged. A year before being 
thrashed by Gerhard 

Schroder he picked up a 
pitie honouring his 
European vision. 

Lìke Mrs Merkel he 
saw himself as 
indispensable. Most 

fourth-lerm chancellors 
woukl start to think 

about handing on the 
baton after another two years: 

tinte to find an acceptahle successor 
and cmbark on legacy projeets. 

Mrs Merkel, however, may not 
lasl thal long. The migranl crisi» 
will catch up with whatevcr 
government alignment she manages 
to cobble logether. She will find out 

in regional elections in Lower 
Saxony on October 15 that her 
support is stili melting away. 

Negotìations for a cabinet must 
include two of the most implacably 
opposed parlies in the Gemian 
fìrmament: the Free Democrats and 
the Greens. If the Free Democrats 
refuse to sign up, the way out of Mrs 
Merkel's governing crisi» may have 
to be new elections or a minority 
government. Eilher way it will 
accelerate the already inevitable 
deparlure of Mrs Merkel. 

Her achievements have been 
significaiil, her cairn tone welcomed 
by fellow EU leaders, but she will be 
rcmcmhered for her skills as a crisis 
manager rather than as onc of 
Germany's greats. She stood out in 
Europe largely because she was 
surrounded for the most part by 
mediocre colleagues. Now Germans 
will watch, perhaps with some 
enibarrassment, as she tries to deal 
with a motley crew of far-right 
detraetors making a mockery of her 
tuie. Power is already trickling 
away from Mrs Merkel. 
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Kurds head for polis to realise a dream 
A long-oppressed people 
puts its faith in the 
ballot box, writes 
Richard Spencer 
in Kirkuk MÌ&k 

Kurds in norlhe::: lraqdefied threatsof 
blockades, external intervention and 
eivil war yesterday to turn out in their 
millions lo vote for Ine independent 
stale Ihey say they were denied a liun-
dted years ago. 

The centrai government in Baghdad 
instmeted the army to send troops to 
Kurdistan:? "disputed terrtk'ries": dis-
trictssuch asthe dividedcity of Kirkuk. 
I ran an n o LI nced the closure of land hor-
ders and air space to KurdislanTiound 
Iral'fic, Turkey threalened to folta*1 

stiit. and to cut the oiI pipeline that car-
ries Kurdistan'? source of wealth tothe 
outside world. 

There are .35 million Kurds scattered 
m minorities across Iraq, Iran, Turkey 
and Syria and the vote has inspired 
many to think that they might finally 
achieve nationhood, which they were 
denied when the Ottoman Empire was 
dJsmantled after the Hrst World War. 

In m Arbil suburb Tarifa Kheder 
Ahmed, 32, was thinking of a more 
recent catastrophe. Hcr husband. 
Shamsaddìn Omar Mohammed, a 
Peshmerga fighter sirice his teens. 
called her one afternoon two years ago 
to say goodbye after his unit had been 
surrounded by Islamic State fìghters. 
I lis bodv was found later, 

Her cousin, Hujam Surchi. another 
Pesh merga soldier, wh o has 12 eh i Id ren, 
was capturedsoon after by Isisandpub-
licly beheaded. "Theìr blood should be 
remembered," Mrs Ahmed said. "We 
have lost so many people. We don't 
want others to control us any more." 

Stories of decader of persecution — 
under Saddam Hussein, in neighbour-
ing countries. and now in the fìght 
against Isis — have dorninated speech-
es and propaganda in favour of the 
independence vote The other theme is 
the failure of the peace treaties signed 
at theend of the First World Wartogive 
the Kurds a separate state. 

Masoud Barzani, president of iraqi 
Kurdistan, talked scathingly in his clos-
ing campaign speech of what centrai 
government leaders deseribe as the 
"partnership" of Arabs and Kurds. "We 
have reached the conclusion that only 
with independence can we have a 

future without the atrocities wc have 
suffered in the past," he said. 

Most of those who were against the 
referendum eh ose to boycott it rather 
than vote ''no", meaning that the result 
was a foregone conclusion. They ine 
luded the Turkmen and Arab minor
ities of Kirkuk, a city that is no more 
than naif Kurdish but which the Kurds 
aredetermined to include in their state. 

"1 didn't even know I could vote." 
Hani Masoud, 40, a Kirkuk Arab, said. 

Sabir Ayoub, a Turkmen oil engineer, 

said he could have voted but did not, be-
lieving that any participation in the ref
erendum would "bring war nearer". 

Iran-backed militias have senttroops 
into Kirkuk to "protect" the Turkmen, 
who are mostly Shia. Turkey, which has 
cultural ties to the community, has also 
threatened to itvtervene. 

Britìsh and American diplornats and 
some breakaway Kurdish politìcians 
spent the past two weeks seeking a 
compromise, under whìch the referen
dum would be delayed while negotia-
tions took place, particularly over Kir
kuk. The ci tv 's governor, Najmaldin 
Karim, however, insisted on holding 
the referendum there. He denied that 
fighting would ensue between the dif-
ferent ethnìc groups. some supported 
by outside powers. "Nothing will 
happenf he told The Times. "Turkey 
and I ran wi 11 come to love us in the end." 

Mr Barzani has promised not to de-
clare independence immediately but lo 
open negotiations with Baghdad. 

Mr Karim said that voting had been 
peaceful but he later imposed a dusk 
curfew on the city. There had been few 
reports of trouble by the time the polis 
closed. 

" I am very happy to vote," Mrs 
Ahmed said. "We fought for tbis land, 
and we want it for ourselves." 
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Isis fighters killed in drone 
strike on Libyan stronghold 

Bel Trew Cairo 

At least 17 Isis fighters died in ari attack 
by American drones on a deseit camp 
in Libya — the first US aìrslrike in the 
country sirice President Tmmp took 
office in January. 

The camp. 150 miles southeast of 
Sirte, once Isis's .stronghold in Uova, 
was being uscd to move fighters in and 
out of the country, US Africa Com-
mand said in a statement.The raid took 
place on Friday. 

"Thcsc terrorista have sought safe 
liaven and freedom of movement in 
Libya to launch external terror attacks 
in neighbouring cduritrles, and have 
also been connected to multiple attacks 
across Europe" it added. The strike was 
conducted in conjunction with Libya's 
recognised unify government. 

Western officiai» in the country ini-
tìally played down reports that Isi s mìli-
tants were regrouping after loca I forces, 
backed by US airstrikes, took back con
trol of Sirte in Uecernber. However, 
Libyan intelligence officiai:», members 
of the countiys unity government and 
locai security forces told 7 he Times last 
month that hundreds if noi thousands 
of jihadisls were yathering in Libya 
after losing ground in Iraq and Syria. 

In recent weeks the jihadists had 
grown bolder. selting up temporary 
cheekpoinls and atlacking locai forces, 
accordili» to Libyan officiai». 

Khalifa Haftar. the cast Libyan mili
tar}- commander. said this month that 
bis forces had attacked Isis in A in Tnq-
rift. southeast of Sii te. The area is dose 
tooilfieldspreviously damagedby Isis 
attacks and appears lo he near to 
where the US drone strikes occurred. 

Thousand of demonstrators gath-
ered in Tripoli, the Libyan capital, yes-
terday in support of a Swiss-based 
Libyan businessman who had called 
for a rally to rcject the leadership of 
botti &jf the two leading factìons vyiny 
for contro] of the divided countiy. Basit 
Igtet has gathered thousands of Face-
hook followers and is presentiti» l imi
seli as a potenti»! alternative. 

"No 1 laftar. no Serraj. Igtet is 
bere." demonstrators chanted, 
referring to Layez al-Seiraj. 
the prime minister-designate 
of the UN-backecl govern 
mentili Tripoli, and Marshal , 

Haftar. the commander of Libya's self-
styled nalional army based in the east-
ern city of Bennhazi, 

Hundreds of countei-demonstrators 
joinedlhecrowdandshouted anti-Igtel 
slogan*. Mr Igtet himself was present 
foratime but etici notspeak. As night teli 
fights broke out between rivai support-
ers with securily forces fofeeri to 
separate tìiem. 

At least 84 people 30 of thcin 
chlldren — died in two US-Ied air
strikes in March near Raqqa, Isis's de 

• facto capital in Syria. Human Rights 
VVatch said yesterday. 

It claimcd in a 42-page report that 
dozens of civilians had died in attacks 
on a school that was being used to 
house displaced families in Mansourah 
and a market and a bakery in Tabqa. 
two towns west of Raima, isis fighters 
were present, but so too were hun

dreds of civilians. meaning the 
attack was in violatimi of 
inteniational law. said the 
report. It is likely to raise 
concerna that the US-led 
coalition was not taking 
"adequate precautions'"to 
p r o te et no n -co m b a ta n ts. 

Khalifa Haftar 
has led the fight 
against Islamic 
state in Libya 
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Turkey threat 
to shut tap on 
Kurdìsh crude 
lifts oil price 

James Dean US Business Editor 

The oil price climbed a bove $59 
yesterday ro its high est poi ut in more 
Ihiin two years as the president al" 
Turkey lineatene*! to "eluse the tap" un 
Kurdish exports andanalysts suggested 
that the full force of supply cuts was 
now being felt 

The price of a barrel of Brent crude, 
the International benchmark, rose to as 
mueh as $59.18a barrel in New York last 
night as Wall Street closed. a gain of 4.1 
pereent tortile day and its higliest level 
silice July 2015. 

Twenty-one countries. led by Snudi 
Arabia and Russia, are collectively Tiy-
ing to cut crude supply by about l j mil-
lion barrels per day to help to prop up 
the oil price. The production cuts, as 
well as increasing demand from ìndus-
trialised nations, have helped to drain 
stockpiles and push up the price by 
nearly a third sinee June. 

Bjarnc Schieldrop, chief commodi-
ties analyst at SEB Markets. said: "In-
ventories continue lower and the Brent 
crude curve continues tosteepen dueto 
both naturai rcasons and speculative 
pressures. 

"In addition we have sentimenti! 
supportfortheoil [price] bythe factthat 
US oilrigs have declined in fi ve out of 
the past six weeks. Thus the arrows are 
pointing to higher levels," 

Speaking at the Financial Times 
Commodities Asia Summit in Singa
pore yesterilay, Janet Kong, BP's senior 
oil trader in Asia, said: "We are at a 
juncture where we are going to see con
ti mied inventory draws. The market is 
in rebalancing mode." 

The Kurish region of Iraq is about to 
hold an indepcndencc referendum, 
something that is opposed by Iraq, the 
United States, Iran, Turkey and others 
for fear that it vvill add to instability in 
the Middle East. The Iraqi govcrnment 
has callcd for an intcrnational boycott 
of Kurdìsh crude exports. 

President Erdogan of Turkey, whose 
country control^ the autonomous 
region's main export pipeline, said yes-
terday: "We have the tap. The moment 
we dose the tap, then it's done.1' The 
pipeline transports about 500,000 
barrcls of oil out of Kurdish Iraq every 
day, 

West Texas Intermediate, the Amer
ican benchmark, rose by 2 per cent to 
$51.68 per barrel yesterday, but the 

price was weighed down by concerns 
about increasing production in the 
country. This puslied the spread 
between Brent and WT1 to its widest 
since August 2015. 

The 11 nations that make uptheOpee 
cartel and a further ten oil-producing 
nations have been implementing sup
ply cuts for nearly nine months. In 
August, Saudi Arabia and Russia, 
respectively the largest and second 
largest producers in the 21-nation 
group. cut production by more than the 
required amount. 

Nonetheless, Moody's, the ratings 
agency, yesterday removed its "posi
tive" outlook on the oil and gas sector, 
saying that growth was likcly to slow 
significantlyovcrthencxt yea r becau s c 
the recovery had run its course. 

Elena Nadtotchi, seniorcredit officer 
at Moody's, said: "Our outlook has 
turned 'slable" to refleet the increased 
likelihood of earnings growth slowing 
down for the global oil and gas players 
in 2018, after the sharp recovery in 2017. 

"We also expect fundamental condi-
tions to stabilise further as companies 
have cut their production costs and 
capital investment amid low oil prices." 
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Iraqi Kurds Rush to Partici paté in Independence Referendum 
CROWD CONTROL Police try to keep people from forcing their way into a voting station in the northern Iraqi city of Erbil. Kurds began 
voting Monday in a landmark referendum on independence from Iraq, risking backlash from Baghdad and the international community. A3 

Kurds Hold Vote on Splitting From Iraq 
Prime Minister Abadi 
has said he wouldn't 
recognize the results 
of the referendum 

B Y ISABEL C O L E S 

AND A L I A . NABHAN 

ERBIL, Iraq—Kurds voted in 
a landmark referendum on in
dependence from Iraq, seeking 
to advance their dream of 
statehood but risking backlash 
from Baghdad and the interna
tional community, which is 
threatening to isolate and eco-
nomically cripple the Kurds' 
semiautonomous region in re-
sponse. 

Emerging from polling sta-
tions with ink-stained index 
fingers on Monday, Kurds in 
Erbil, the capital of the semi
autonomous Kurdish region, 
said they had voted "yes" to 

secure their rights as a nation. 
"We ha ve a language. We 

have a history. We have a geog-
raphy. And we have suffered," 
said 73-year-old Saleh Moham-
med, a retired lawyer. "There 
have been wars and uprisings, 
and after every uprismg, nego-
tiations and agreements that 
were never implemented." 

At the foot of the ancient cit-
adel in the heart of Erbil, Kurds 
dressed in traditional clothing 
posed for photographs to mark 
the day and children carried the 
region's sun-emblazoned flag. 

Polis closed at 6 p.m. locai 
time, with results expected 
around 24 houi's after that, ac-
cording to Hendren Hama Salih, 
the head of the Kurdish elec-
toral commission organizing 
the referendum. Some 3.9 mil-
lion people are eligible to vote, 
he added. The vote concluded 
with no reports of violence. 

Kurdish leaders say a "yes" 

vote will give them a strong 
mandate to negotiate an ami-
cable separation with Baghdad 
over the coming years. But 
Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-
Abadi said on Sunday that he 
wouldn't recognize the results 
and vowed to take unspecified 
measures "to preserve the 
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unity of the country." 
For Kurds, however, the ref

erendum represents a historic 

step in a long and bloody 
struggle for their own state, 
which they were denied when 
colonial powers carved up the 
region after World War I , dis-
persing them across Iraq, Tur-
key, Iran and Syria. 

Kurds of ali politicai per-
suasions overwhelmingly sup-
port independence and the re
gione main politicai parties 
have urged their followers to 
vote yes, even though some 
have questioned the timing of 
the vote and worry about the 
consequences. 

The vote won't automati-
cally trigger independence, 
but the U.S. and Middle East-
ern governments say i t could 
mean the end of a unified Iraq, 
destabilizing the greater re

gion and undermining Iraq's 
fight against Islamic State. 

The U.S., a hacker of Mr. 
Abadi, opposes the vote. Rep-
resentatives from the U.S.-led 
military coalition to defeat Is
lamic State have consistently 
said the referendum has had 
negative effects on the Iraqi 
government's military effort 
against the group, drawing its 
attention from a campaign tar-
geting the last militant strong-
holds in the country. 

On Sunclay, the Baghdad 
government of Mr. Abadi de-
manded that the Kurds, whose 
region is in the north of Iraq, 
hand over control of ali air-
ports and border cross ings 
and urged neighboring coun-
tries to deal only with the fed
erai government of Iraq. It was 
unclear how Baghdad would 
enforce those demands. 

Neighboring Iran and Turkey 
have already threatened to pun
isti the landlocked region with 
sanctions. Iran and Turkey fear 

that any move toward indepen
dence by Iraq's Kurds will in
spire their own Kurdish popula-
tions to seek the same. 

Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan in a speech 
Monday called the referendum 
"nuli and void and illegitimate," 
threatening to dose the Turk
ish border with the Kurdish re
gion and halt oil exports 
through a pipeline on which the 
Kurds depend economically. 

—Ben Kesìing 
contributed to this article. 

Despite strong objections from Baghdad and neighboring countries with Kurds, iraqi Kurds held a vote on independence on Monday. 
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Kurdistan's Independent 

Iraqì Kurdistan's indepen-
dence referendum has return ed 
its renegade oil industry to the 

By BenoitFaucon, 
Sarah Kent 

and Summer Said 

spotlight, prompting Turkish 
Presiderà Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan to threaten to cut off the 
regione petroleum exports and 

Baghdad to cali for a de facto 
boycott of Kurdish crude, 

Kurdistan has built up an in
dependent oil sector agaìnst the 
odds, defying Iraq's centrai gov
emment, whìch claims control 
over the country's crude reve-
nue. The result is an industry 
that accounts for 80% of the 
Kurdistan Regional Govern-
menfs revenue and that exports 

nearly 600,000 barrels of oil a 
day—about the sanie as petro-
states like Qatar and Ecuador. 

More than half of the re
gione production ìs exported 
through a Turkish pipeline, the 
result of a controversial deal in 
2013 with Ankara that allowed 
the Kurds to bypass Iraq's state 
oil company and sell crude in-
dependently, Baghdad has long 
complaìned about the deal, but 
International oil companies 
now routinely buy Kurdish oil 
and sell ìt abroad. 

A move toward Kurdish ìn-

i l Boom Comes Under Fire 
dependence could change the 
equation for Mr. Erdogan, who 
has waged a deadly, costly 
battle with Kurdish separat-
ists. On Monday, Mr. Erdogan 
made a veiled threat to dose 
the Kurdistan-Turkey pipeline, 
saying: *We own the tap, once 

we dose ìt, that ìs done also/' 
Mr. Erdogan's comments 

carne after the Iraqi govemment 
called for ali countrìes to "deal 
exclusively" wìth Baghdad on 
oil and other matterà A senior 
adviser to the Iraqi oil industry 
said the govemment would pur-
sue legai action if the Kurds de-
clared independence. 

The Kurdistan Regional 
Government didn't respond to 
requests to comment. Over the 

weekend, Kurdistan's Ministry 
for Naturai Resources* Twitter 
page called Baghdad** oil regu-
lators "corrupt" and accused 
the federai govemment of not 
paying the Kurds for oil in the 
past. 

Kurdistan has worked to 
improve financial stability in 

its oil sector ahead of the ref
erendum and tried to settle its 
debts with key players. 
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Revamped Travel E 
New order places 
limits on Chad, North 
Korea and Venezuela; 
Sudan is cut from list 

B Y LAURA MECKLER 

WASHINGTON—President 
Donald Tnunp issued a new ban 
on entry to the US. that applies 
a range of restrictions on na-
tionals from eight countries, in-
cluding new targets Chad, 
North Korea and Venezuela, 

The new restrictions also ap-
ply to five of the six countries 
covered by the previous travel 
ban—Iran, libya, Syria, Yemen 
and Somalia, The African coun
try of Sudan was subject to the 
originai ban but dropped under 
the new version after officiate 
concluded that Sudan meets its 
vetting standards. 

The previous order expired 
Sunday, The new rules tate ef-
fect Oct, 18, Countries that 
were subject to an earlier ver
sion will operate under the old 
rules until then, 

The new rules vary by 
country, with some nations 
facing outright travel bans and 
others subject to more limited 
restrictions. In most cases, 
though, the vast majority of 
potential travel to the U,S. will 
be banned, "As president, I 

an Cites 8 Nations 
must act to protect the secu-
rity and interests of the 
United States and its people," 
Mr, Trump wrote Sunday, 

The new order reflects 
painful lessons learned follow-
ing intense criticism of two 
previous versions, Mr, Trump's 
first executive order, issued 
after just a week in office, 
touched off widespread confu-
sion in airports, protests and a 
judicial rebuke, The second 
version, in March, allowed for 
a phase-in, but it too was put 
on hold by the courts almost 
immediately before the Su
preme Court allowed a modi-
fied version to take effect, 

Administration officials 
were hoping for a calmer re
ception this time, 

Officials also hope the new 
list will overcome charges that 
Mr, Trump's order was an un-
constìtutional Muslim ban, 
thinly disguised. This time, two 
non-Muslim countries were in-
cluded—though neither stands 
to be affected by the new rules 
in a significant way, North Ko
rea allows few people to enter 
the US, to begin with, and a 
White House officiai noted that 
any North Korean refugees 
would be eligible for waivers, 
Venezuela's restrictions are be-
ing applied only to certain gov-
emment officials and their fam-
ilies, while most other countries 
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face sweeping prohibitions. 
"The number of Venezue

lana and North Koreans af-
fected is vanishingly tiny, It's 
stili a Muslim ban/' said Omar 
Jadwat, who brought severa 1 
of the court challenges for the 
American Civil Liberties Union, 

Trump administration offi
cials say just the threat of a 
travel ban persuaded more than 
a half-dozen countries to change 

their policies and are now coop-
erating more fully with the US, 
in vetting their citizens. 

The new restrictions have 
no set end date, Rather, re
strictions will be added or re-
moved at any time as condi-
tions change, officials said. 
The new rules apply only to 

prospective visa applicants— 
not current visa holders. That 
means there is less likely to be 
confusi on at airports as the 
rules take effect, as was the 
case after January's rollout, 

Mr. Trump and his support-
ers said the originai travel ban 
was needed to keep potential 
terrorists from entering the 
US, Critics pointed to Mr, 
Trump's campaign promise to 
ban Muslims from entering the 
US. and said the executive or
der was driven by unconstitu-
tional prejudice. 

Under the order, two coun
tries—North Kòrea and Syria— 
are subject to a ban on travel 
for people seeking to migrate 
to the US. and on those who 
just want to visit. 
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Hackers penetrate secret Deloitte emails 
Cyber-attack 'impacted' 
data of at least six clients 
Breach may have exposed 
usernames and passwords 
Nick Hopkins 
One of the world's big foui accountancy 
fìrms has been targeted by a sophisticated 
hack that compromised the confidenza] 
emails and plans of some of its blue-chip 
clients, the Guardian cari reveal. 

Deloitte, which is registered in London 
and has its global headquarters in New 
York, was the victim of a cybersecurity 
attack that went unnoticed for months, 

Deloitte.. which reported a record 
$37bn (£27bn) in revenue last year, pro-
vides auditing, tax consultancy and 
high-end cybersecurity advice to some of 
the world's biggest banks, multinational 
companies, media enterprises, pharma-
ceutical firms and govemment agencies. 

The Guardian understands that 
Deloitte clients in ali of these sectors had 
material in the company email system that 
was breached. The companies include 
household names as well as US govem
ment departments. So far, six of Deloitte's 
clients have been told their information 
was "impacted", Deloitte's internai 
review i nto the incident is continuing. 

The Guardian understands Deloitte 
discovered the hack in March this year, 
but it is believed the attackers may have 
had access to its systems sinceOctober or 
No vembe r 2 o 16. The h acker co mpro mi sed 
the firm's global email server through 
an "administrator's account" that, in 
theory, gave them privileged, unrestricted 
"access to ali areas". The account required 
only a single password and did not have 
two-step verification, sources said. 

Emails to and from Deloitte's 244,000 
staff were stored in the Azure cloud ser-
vice, which was provided by Microsoft. 
This is Microsoft's equivalent to Amazon 
Web Service and Google's Cloud Platform. 

In addition to emails, the Guardian 
understands the hackers had poten-
tial access to usernames, passwords, IP 
addresses, architectural diagrams for 
businessesandhealth information. Some 
emails had attachments with sensitive 
security and design details. The breach 
is believed to have been US-focused and 
was regarded as so sensitive that only a 
handful of Deloitte's most senior partners 
and lawyers were informed. 

The Guardian has been told the inter
nai inquiryintohowithappened has been 
codenamed Windham. It has involved 
specialists trying to map out exactly 
where the hackers went by analysing the 
electronic trail of the searches made. 

Theinvestigatingteamisunderstoodto 
have been working from the firm's offices 
in Rosslyn, Virginia, where analysts have 
been reviewi ng p otentially compromised 
documents for six months. It has yet to 
establish whether a Ione wolf, business 
rivals or state-sponsored hackers were 
responsible. 

Sources said that i f the hackers had 
beenunable tocovertheirtracksitshould 
be possible to see where they went and 
what they compromised, by regenerating 
their queries .Butthiskindof reverse engi
neering is not foolproof. 

A measure of Deloitte's concern carne 
on 27 Aprii when it hired the US law firm 
Hogan Lovells to review "a pos sible cyber
security incident". The firm was retained 
to provide "legai advice and assistance 
to Deloitte LLP, the Deloitte Central Enti-
ties and other Deloitte Entities" about the 
potential fallout from the hack. 

Responding to questions from the 
Guardian, Deloitte confirmed it had been 
the victim of a hack but insisted that only 
a small number of its clients had been 
"impacted". It would not be drawn on how 
many of its clients had data made poten-
tially vulnerableby the breach. 

TheGuardian was toldan estimated 5m 
emails were in the "cloud" and could have 

been accessed by the hackers. Deloitte 
said the number of emails at risk was a 
f raction of this number. 

A spokesman said: "In response to a 
cyber incident, Deloitte implemented 
its comprehensive security protocol and 
began an intensive and thorough review 
indudìng mobilising a team of cyber
security and con fid entiality experts inside 
and outside of Deloitte. 

"As part of the review, Deloitte has 
been in contact with the very few clients 
impacted and notified governmental 
authorities and regulators. The review 
has enabled us to understand what infor
mation was at risk and what the hacker 
actually did, and demonstrated that no 
disruption has occurred to client busi-
nesses, to Deloitte's ability to continue to 
serve clients, or to consumers. 

"We remain deeply committed to 
ensurìng that our cybersecurity defences 
are best in class, to investing heavily in 
protecting confidential information and 
to continually reviewing and enhancing 
cybersecurity. We will continue to evalu-
ate this matter and take additional steps 
as required. 

"Our review enabled us to determine 
what the hacker did and what informa
tion was at risk as a result. That amount 
is a very small fraction of the amount that 
has been suggested." 

Deloitte declined to say which govem
ment authorities and regulators it had 
informed, or when, or whether it had con-
tacted law enforcement agencies. 

The breach is a deep embarrassment 
for Deloitte, which off ers p otential clients 
advice on how to manage the risks posed 
by sophisticated cybersecurity attacks. 

In 2012 it was ranked the best cyber
security consultant in the world. 

244,000 
The number of Detoìtte staff- Emails to 
and (-ara them were stored In the Azure 
cloud servi to provider.) by Microsoft 
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France Macron's grand pian needs Berlin 
Angelique Chrisafìs Paris 

The French president, Emmanuel Mac roti, 
is to press ahead with a majorspeech today 
setting out plans to "rebuild" the EU, 
despite fears that a new coalition govern-
ment in Berlin could limit his ambitions. 

The German chancellor, Angela Mer-
kel, who in recent monthshad cautiously 
warmed to Macron's proposed radicai 
overhaul of the eurozone, won a fourth 
terni in office this weekend. But she faces 
difficult talks with smaller parties in the 
face oF opposition from the emboldened 
far-right, anti-Europe Alternative fùr 
Deutschland <AfD) party. 

The prospect of Merkel sharing power 
in a coalition with the pro-business Free 
Democratic party could create problems 
for Macron's plans for deeper integration 
of the eurozone, with ashared budget and 
finance minìster. 

Christian Lindner, the FDP leader, 
remains fiercely criticai of Macron's ideas, 
and hours after the election result said he 
would put thebrakes on with "red lines" 
against Macron's plans for a single euro-
zone budget. 

Lindner sought to hammer home Ger
man taxpayers' fears that a more inte-
grated eurozone with its own budget 
would mean Germany being made to pay 
forbills left unpaid in other states, naming 
France and Italy. "Forus, it's unimagina-
ble," he said. 

The Greens, the other potential German 
coalition partner withMerkel, are inprin-

ciple closer to some of Macron's views. 
But with the FDP as a partner and the AfD 
pushing back loudly in parliament, the 
prospect of Merkel sei ling deeper Euro-
pean integration to her coalition and the 
wider public looks far more challenging. 

The centrist Macron, who was elected 
in May against Marine Le Pen of the far-
right Front National, has staked his presi-
dency on an overhaul of the EUand closer 
eurozone cooperation after Brexit 

Macron maintains that his "historic 
reconstruction of Europe and the euro-
zone" - designed to reconcile the EU with 
disgruntled citizens after a decade of 
financial and ìmmigration problems - is 
urgent, not least to stem rising far-right 
parties. But he cannot move without Ger
many's agreement. 

The French presìdent will makehis key 
speech at Sorbonne University in Paris, 
in which he is expected to give a road-
map fleshing out his ideas for the EU and 
shoring up the euro, including a separate 
budget, a finance ministry and a Europ ean 
monetary fund. The mood in Paris was 
one of determination. A French officiai 
said: "Now is the momentto explicitly set 
out what France wants to do." 

Some have questioned the wisdom 
of France forcing the EU issue on to the 
table during German coalition talks. But 
the view in Paris is that Macron's detailed 
explanations should counterany negativ-
ity in Berlin. 

Macron, who is fiercely pro-European, 

was elected after a clear and constantly 
repeated promise to transform the EU 
hand in hand with Germany, but there was 
far less talk of the future shape of the bloc 
in the German election campaign, 

German politicians are aware that the 
unemployment rate in France of almost 
10% is more than twice that in Germany, 
raising the concern that any eurozone 
budget transfers would go one way. 

If Macron is to get Berlin on board, 
he must convince it that he is delivering 
domesticstructuralreforms toloosen the 
labou r market a nd reduce u n employ men t. 

In Parisian diplomatic circles, many 
have been keen to stress that even if there 
are disagreements, it does not mean the 
powerful France-Germany partnership 
will not work. 

Paradoxically, the Franco-German 
motor of Europe has often worked best 
whenleadersofoppositepoliticalpersua-
sions have been in power. 

Emmanuel Macron, 
the French president, 

5 ^ ,;; f \ believesthatfar-
~1 fjj reaching reform of 

- i the EU is urgent, not 
j ^ 5 ^ f ; least tocurb the rise 

ofthefarright 
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Kurds defy warnings in ballot on independence 
Iran. Iraq and Turkey fear 
for stability of borders 
International community 
wanted vote cancelled 
Martin Chulov Kirkuk 
Thousands of people in the Kurdish region 
of northern Iraq cast votes yesterday in a 
referendum billed as a first step towards 
independence from Baghdad, defying re-
gional demands that the ballot be aban-
doned and international fears that the 
outcome could spark violence. 

More than 80% of registered voters cast 
ballots in a poli tha t many felt transcended 
the demands of Iraq's Kurdish north and 
buttressed the cause of Kurds across 
the region. 

Leaders in Erbil had tried to confine 
aspirations to the Kurdish Regional Gov-
ernment's (KRG) boundaries in Iraq. 
However, Iran, Turkey and Baghdad 
vehemently denied this was happening, 
fearing that the ballot will instead provide 
momentum to restive Kurdish movements 
within theirbordersand potentially prove 
destabilising. Ali three yesterday issued 
bellicose warnings of border closures and 
potential conflict. 

Iraq's parliament debated sending 
troops into disputed areas south of Kirkuk, 
which were contentiously included in the 
referendum. In the multi-ethnic oil city, 
Kurdish areas were brimming with vot

ers, many wearing celebratory clothes or 
traditional costume. 

"This is better [than the Islamic fes-
tivals]," said Abdul Kareem Kakarash, 
a blacksmith, 62. "It is the best day of 
my life." 

" I hope that the west will see this as a 
historic day," said his relative Mala Rasul 
Mamish, 40, "and not just the project of 
one politicai party. It is much more than 
that. So much of our blood has been spilt 
for being Kurds. The Iraqi government 
has done to us things that even infidels 
wouldn't do." 

The ballot is widely expected to deliver 
an overwhelming yes to independence - a 
boost for the de facto Kurdish president, 
Masoud Barzani, who had invested much 
of his politicai capita] in the independence 
drive. Barzani repeatedly ignored calls 
from neighbours, the US, Britain, the EU, 
UN and Arab League that he abandon the 
vote in favour of more talks with Baghdad. 

The Turkish president, Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan, said he could cut a pipeline 
allowing Iraq's Kurds to export oil to the 
world - much of it from Kirkuk - generat-
ing a large swath of the KRG's revenue. 

Although the referendum result is non-
binding, Iraq's centrai government views 
it as a potential trigger for d isintegration of 
the fragile state, which has been battered 
by 14 years of war and instability, the past 
three of which have been consumed by 
battling Islamic State. 

Barzani's calculation was that the fight 

with the terror group gave him leverage 
that he would not otherwise have had. 
However, Baghdad seems less inclined 
than ever to offer concessions in the wake 
of a result that ostensibly moves the semi-
autonomous north further from its orbit 
and adds new complications to already 
stalled deals on oil and revenue-sharing. 

Kirkuk, contested for centuries 
between Kurds, Arabs and Turkmen, 
looms as a flashpoint in coming months, 
with Shia militias loyal to Iran and Bagh
dad sitting just to the south of the city. 

In the city itself, Hasiba Abdullah, 51, 
who supervised a polling station, said: 
"It's a dream come true for everyone. 
We want the Kurdish flag to rise over ali 
our communities here. They will ali be 
included. We are ready to set aside ali 
disputes and take our place in the global 
community. We want to see our flag at the 
United Nations." 

Initial poli results are expected on 
Tuesday, and the officiai results will be 
announced later in the week. 

Additional reporting: Mohammed Rasool 

Women celebrate the referendum, which has prompted fears of wìder Kurdish action Photograph: Ahmad Al Rubaye/AFP 
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Merkel must strike a 
deal. Europe's future 
depends on it 
Natalie Nougayrède 

We obsess about the far right. But who ends up in 
Germany's ruling coalition is far more important 

I I I his Gennari e lect ion mat-
I I ters great ly to the w h o l e 

o f Europe, no t jus t to 
Germany alone. Its re-
sults, and wha t emerges 
now, w i l l de te rmine 
much o f wha t can or 
cannot be accomplished 

to rejuvenate a 6o-year-old European 
project that has, in recent years, of ten 
looked as i f it was on crutches. The Ger-
man far right's entrance in to the Bun
destag is w o r r y i n g , bu t it risks being the 
on ly t h i n g many beyond Germany w i l l 
pay a t t en t ion to, and that in t u rn means 
we may miss the f u l l impac t for Europe 
o f Germany's vo te . 

First , however raucous the AfD 
may be, the centre g r o u n d has held i n 
Germany. That Angela Merkel has been 
re-elected, after more t h a n l m i l l i o n ref-
ugees arr ived i n the count ry , says some-
t h i n g about its s tabi l i ty and resilience. 
Remember tha t Mar ine Le Pen gained 
21% i n the first r o u n d o f the French pres-
iden t ia l elect ions, in a count ry that took 
in on ly a t iny f rac t ion o f the migrants 
w h o arr ived i n Europe in 2015-16. 

The key s tory f rom the German 
e lec t ion has yet to un fo ld : w i t h Merkel 
set for another t e r m , the suspense 
n o w centres on her search for a new 
coa l i t ion . The ou tcome o f the negotia-
t ions w i l l have a m u c h bigger effect on 
Europe's prospects than the noise sur-
r o u n d i n g the AfD. Indeed, the task o f 
anchor ing western l iberal democracy 
w i l l t o a large extent depend on the 
dynamics o f Germany's coa l i t ion . 

If, l ike me, you take the v i ew that in 
the era o f Donald T r u m p , Europe has a 
key role to play in preserving the l iberal 
i n t ema t iona l order, and i f you also rec-
ognise tha t the his tor ic heart o f the EU is 
the so-called Franco-German "engine", 
t hen a s imple conclus ion arises: i t is 
essential tha t Merkel and Emmanue l 
Macron find a c o m m o n pat i i towards 
wha t they have called a r ek ind l ing , or 
"renaissance", o f the European project . 
At the centre o f this effort stands the 
need to re form eurozone governance. 

To be conv inced o f h o w impor t an t the 
single currency is, remember that the 
roots o f Europe's popul is t m o m e n t go 

back to the eurozone crisis. Anti-estab
l i shment and ant i -EU parties emerged 
for the first t i m e i n the 2014 European 
par l iament elections - this was before 
the mig ra t ion crisis reached its peak. 

The reasons for the popul i s t surge 
vary f r o m one coun t ry to another. I n 
Germany, the l inger ing east-west d i v i d e 
adds a specific ingredient - but even 
w i t h today's eurozone economie indica-
tors hav ing notab ly i m p r o v e d , i t is hard 
to d ispute that eurozone mismanage-
m e n t and fau l ty cons t ruc t ion took a 
severe t o l l on the cont inent ' s pol i t ics . 

So can the single currency 's t w o 
heavyweights , France and Germany, see 
eye to eye on h o w to proceed? Macron 
has called for the creat ion o f a eurozone 
finance min i s te r and budget . German 
scepticism towards some o f the French 
ideas is w e l l k n o w n . There are diver-
gences among Germany's mains t ream 
pol i t i ca i parties, and this is where 
Merkel 's coa l i t ion in ten t ions - and 
what k i n d o f domest ic agreement she 
can reach - w i l l be c ruc ia i . 

W h e n i t comes to Macron's plans, 
the German social democrats (SPD) 
are suppor t ive , bu t they have so far 
d iscounted the idea o f pu r su inga 
"grand coa l i t i on" w i t h Merke l . The 
Greens, w h o m the chancellor is l ike ly 
to t u r n to as part o f a po ten t ia l n e w 
govern ing team, also support Macron's 
plans, w i t h some enthusiast ic voices 
even suggesting that Germany needn't 
wai t for France's domest ic reforms to 
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pass before moving forward together on 
deepening European monetary union. 

I he pro-business FDP 
I liberals, however, have 

strong doubts about 
eurozone integration. 
On Sunday, the FDP 
leader Christian Lindner 
made that opposition 
clear: "€6obn directly 

for France and Italy? Inconceivable!" 
he said. It doesn't help that i f the FDP 
enters government, Lindner wil l report-
edly want the position of finance min-
ister. Parts of Merkel's own CDU/CSU 
grouping also have doubts about what 
France wants to achieve, with some 
having called Macron "an expensive 
friend" during the campaign. 

The German election was by far 
the most important politicai event for 
Macron since his election. In therun-
up to Sunday's vote, he reportedly told 
friends: " I f the (German] liberals enter 
government, I'm done for." The French 
president needs to show French voters 
he can get Germany to agree to his 
European ambitions. 

Merkel is well aware of the stakes. 
In her mind, Macron's success is vital 
to rescuing the European project and 
ensuring its future. This is the legacy 
she wil l be judged on as she enters her 
final term as chancellor. She is of course 
an astute politicai operator, but her 
manoeuvring space has shrunk. 

The EU was little mentioned during 
the German election campaign, yet 
these elections were as much about 
Europe as about Germany. Today 
Macron is due to give a speech on the 
future of the EU at the Sorbonne. It's 
tricky timing. He needs to strike the 
right balance on eurozone integration, 
to avoid making Merkel's coalition-
buildingeven harder. He would much 
prefer the SPD to come on board, but 
that now seems to be off the table. 
German politics have never mattered 
more to the rest of the continent, but 
instead of obsessing about the rise of the 
far right, we need to study the shape of 
the coalition as it emerges. 

The 
German 
election 
was by far 
the most 
important 
politicai 
event for 
Macron 
since his 
election 

Pag. 5



Europe 
Stiffens 
Its Defense 
Oflran Deal 

B y G A R D I N E K H A R R I S 

WASHINGTON — After 
nionths of quietly urging the 
Trump aclministration to preserve 
the Iran nuclear deal, Enropean 
diplomats have hegun an ag
gressive defense of it, warning of 
sorious consequenees if the 
United States ignores their con-
cerns. 

President Tinnìp denotinced 
the nuclear agreement iti a speech 
to the United Nations last week as 
an "embarrassment to the United 
States.'' But he said later that his 
rea! goal was not to scrap the deal 
right away but to enlist the Euro-
pean allies who were also signalo-
ries of the 2015 agreement in an ef-
fort toughen its provisions. 

Responding to tiis speech. Fed
erica Mogherini, the European 
Union's foreign policy chief. said 
there was "no need to reopen the 
agreement because it's fully deliv-
ering." And sho expressed the 
near-disbelief among European 
officials that Mr. Trump might 
walk away from the Iran accord 
while trying to resolve an escalat-
ing crisis involving North Korea's 
nuclear and missile programs. 

"We already have one potentini 
nuclear crisis," she said. "We def i-
nitely do not need to go into a sec-

ond one." 
Preventing Iran from develop-

ing nuclear weapons conici be im-
possible should Mr. Trump abati-
don the landmark deal struck by 
President Barack Obama and the 
leadersof Germany, Frane e, Brit-
ain, China, Russia and Iran. And 
Europe is far closer to Iran and at 
mudi greater risk than the United 
States should it develop nuclear 
weapons. 

On Monday. the ambassadors to 
the United States from Britain, 
France, Germany and the Euro
pean Union met on a stage at the 
Atlantic Couturi] in Washington lo 
reinforce that message. 

Gerard Araud, the French am-
baasador, said that it was not just 
the Europeans who refused to re-
negotiate but also Iran as well as 
China and Russia. Their position, 
he said. was, "*No way. There 
won't be any reopening of the 
agreement. The agreement is 
working as it is.'" 

Should ihe United States end 
the agreement and try to penalize 
European companies doing busi
ness with Iran. David O'Sullivan, 
the European Union's ambassa-
clor, said that Europe could re-
spond with its own measures 
againsl the United States, 

"I've no doubt that i l this sce

nario materializes, the European 
Union will act to protect the legiti-
mate interests of our companies," 
he said. 

Formost of thisyear, Mr.Trump 
and America's European allies 
have papered over stark differ-
ences on sudi issues as the Paris 
chinato accord to preserve some 
semblance of Western unity. 

But European officials say their 
patience with Mr Trump may be 
nearing an end, and they view his 
possiblc abandonment of the Iran 
nuclear agreement as a potentini 
breaking point. 

"These problems are on our 
doorstep," Kim Darroch, the 
British ambassador. said on Mon
day. adding: "These issues matter 
to us and to our national security 
more than you could imagine." 

Until recently. senior Trump ad-
ministration officials had ree 
assured their European counter-
parts that while a coni pie hensive 
re view of Iran policy was under-
way, none thought that scrapping 
the nuclear deal would be a good 
idea, according to European offi
cials and diplomats. 

But in recent weeks, they have 
been told that Mr. Trump had told 
advisers that he will mosl likely 
refuse next month lo certify to 
Congress that Iran is in compli-

ance with the deal. In a meeting 
last week with Prime M mister 
Theresa May of Britain, Mr. 
Trump said he had made a deci-
sion on the deal but refused to dis-
close wliat he had sertled on. 

In a speech three weeks ago at a 
conservative think tank, Nikki 
Haley. the Trump administration's 
ambassador to the United Na
tions. described in detail how and 
why sudi a decertification could 
occur. And she said that European 
concerns atout sudi a strategy 
would not deter Mr. Trump. 

Decertifying the deal would 
give Congress 60 days under ac-
celerated legislative provisions to 
vote to re impose sanctions on Iran 
and any country doing business 
there. 

Sudi a process would force Eu
rope to accede to the Trump ad
ministration's demands for fear 
that "powerful U.S. secondary 
sanctions and other instruments 
of financial power would force Eu
ropean banks and companies to 
choose berween America's S19 tril-
lion-dollar market and Iran's S400 
billion one." said Mark Dubowilz, 
chief executive of the Foundation 
for Defense of Democracies, a 
pronunent critic of the Iran deal. 
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Kurds of County Leitrim: Refugees Cali art Irish Town Home 
By MEGAN SPECIA 

CARRICK-ON-SHANNON, 
[reland A bold black-and-red 
sigli nnnounces Jamshid Gha-
fur's business — "Kurdish Bar-
ber" — up a narrow flight of 
stairs just off the main Street of 
Carrick-on-Shannon in western 
[reland. 

Etere, patrons have their hair 
trimniecl under the watchful eyes 
of the famecl Irish fighterConor 
McGregor, whose poster tiangs 
high on a Wall. On the opposite 
wall hangs a Kurdish flag, the 
décor a simultaneous nod to Mr. 
Ghafur's homeland and the town 
where he lives. 

" I affi happy with this small 
business." he sakt as he gestured 
around the shop with pride. " I 
feel like home here." 

Mr. Ghafur, 37, is pari of a 
thriving group of Kurds who 
adopted this small town as their 
own after a United Nntions-
supervisecl refugee resettlement 
program brought them here 
more than a decade ago. 

Knjal Allakarami, 29, was 17 
when she arrived. "We said it 
was like heaven when we carne," 
she said, as she bounced her own 
daughter on her knee while 
sitting on a cushion at the floor of 
her mother's home. The smeli of 
a spiced beef and chickpea stew 
cooking in the kitchen filled the 
roonvMaybe it wasn't our ways. 
maybe it wasn't our traditions." 
she said. "but the way they re-
spected us was huge." 

In 200.ri and 2006, around 100 
Kurdish refugees, most Muslim, 
arrived in Carrick-on Sliannon, 
population 5,000, plucked from 
decades of displacement. 

Now. Ktirdish-owncd busi-
nesses have opened in town, one 
of the county*s top players in the 
traditional Irish sport of hurling 
is a Kurdish man. and Nowruz 
celebrations are held to mark the 
Kurdish new year. Tlie number of 
Kurds has grown as members of 
the first wave married and had 
children. 

The group of families who 
settled here originally fled the 
Kurdish region of Iran in 197!) 
because of politicai persecution, 
and fòund relative safery across 
the border in Iraq, where some 
lived for nearly 25 years in Al 
Tash, a refugee camp. 

They fled again in 2003, when 
the Iraq War forced them into a 
no man's land at the border with 
Jordan. They werestuck there 
for linee years before the United 
Nations resetiled them. 

Ms. Allakarami arrived in 
Carrick-on-Shanntm with her 
parents, Fawzich Amiri and Aziz 
Allakarami. and her six siblings 
— ali thrust abruptly into the 
parochial life of a small Irish 
town. None spoke English. 

The government provkled 
social welfare and language 
courses for the adults, while the 
children enrolled in the locai 
schools. Volunteers brought food 
and clothes, Mrs. Amiri said. 
Among them was Nora Burke, a 
Roman Catholic min, who visited 
Mrs. Amiri weekly to help her 
praclice English. 

Stili, the adJListment was noi 
easy. Sister Nora said some 
locals resented the state-funded 
support the Kurds received. 

"Carrick-on-Shannon was not 
prepared," she said. "They just 
arrived and some in Carrick 
thought: 'God. who are these 
people? Where did they come 
from? What are they here for?'" 

"People say to me, 'Oh, they 
integrateci so well.'" she said, 
"but they struggled to no end." 

Shortly after the Kurds ar
rived, the locai gaelscoil, which 
conducts classes in Irish, found 
its enrollment increasing. Many 
in town said it had less to do with 
any particular interest in the 
language than with the influx of 
the Kurds. as well as a wave of 
Latvian and Polish students at 
the other primary schools in 
town. 

Also, jobs in a small county 
like Leitrim are scarce at the 
best of times, and for the newly 
arrived Kurds. the added barrier 
of a new language and culture 
made the search for employment 
more difficult. 

But bit by bit, the Kurds estab-
lished themselves. 

Mrs. Amiri's family lives in a 
modest home in a liousing estate 
on the outskirts of the town, the 
air inside thick with the smeli of 
spices walting from the kitchen. 
The family now includes Khomar, 
U, born shortly after they arrived 
in Ireland. Mrs. Amiri affection-
ately calls him her "little Irish 
man." 

Her lui sband takes pride in the 
small patch of land bohind their 

home, where he grows potatoes 
and tomatoes. He stili struggles 
with the language. but bis wife 
has enough English to work at 
Cryan's, a locai hotel and pub. 
He's now the primary home-
maker, a stark role reversai in 
their traditional culture. 

"l 'd like to understand this 
country," Mrs. Amiri said of how 
she has embraced this new life. 

For, members of the younger 
generation, resettlement has 
been a complex process of not 
just understanding Ireland but of 
coming to terms with their Kurd
ish and Irish identities. 

Zemnako Moradi used sports 
to bridge the divide. Named after 
a mountain in Iraqi Kurdistan, 
but dubbed Zak when he carne to 
Carrick-on-Shannon at age 11, he 
began training with the locai 
Gaelic Athletic Association al-
most as soon as he arrived. He 
found his stride in hurling. 

"It's a small community," Mr. 
Moradi said, creditmg the club 
with helping him adjust to life off 
the field and opening pathways 
for jobs and socializing. "You ali 
stick together." 

He has since moved to Dublin 
— where he has picked up the 
thick accenl of the city — but stili 
calls Carrick-on-Shannon home 
and competes with Leitrim's 
county hurling team. 

Some found the adjustment 
more difficult. Jabar Azizi and 
his twin brotber were 16 when 
their family arrived. 

"My age group, it was really. 
really difficult for us." Mr. Azizi 
said. "Even though I was in 
Ireland, my mind was some-
where else." 

Stili, he made it through 
school, and credits the small 
town. 

"They respected us and our 
religion," Mr. Azizi said. "They 
respected the way we wanted to 
live." 

Mr. Azizi plays soccer a few 
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times a week with other Kurdish 
meri al a small fiele! in Carrick's 
Aura Leisure Center. He has his 
own business; he owns a car-
wash in a nearby town. 

But it took tragedy for the 
Azizi family and the rest of the 
Kurdish community to know they 
had found a Irne home with their 
new Irish neighbors. 

In Marcii 2012. Jalal Azizi, 
Jabar's twin, was swimming with 
friends in Ihe Shannon river 
during a rare warm snap when 
he gol into diffieulty and 
drowned. The whole town was 
shaken. Shops shul their doors 
and residents lined the road to 
pay their respeets as the 21-year-

old's fuiieinl cortege passed by. 
"To be honest, we didn't expect 

that witli our brother." Mr. Azizi 
said. "Mis death really touched 
everyone." 

Strangers visited his home, 
and rallied around the family, 
bringing food and offeiing contlo-
lences. The family bonded wilh 
Joe and Rosie Dolan, owners of 
the Bush Hotel, who had lost 
their own son a year earlier. A 
year later. they were there when 
the town planted an oak sapling 
to honor Jalal. A small piacine in 
a riverside park now memori-
alizes the young man. 

"When Ile passed a way, we 
saw ali the community from 
Carrick-on-Shannon gathei ing in 
my house," Mr. Azizi said. Tt is 
something 1 will never forge! in 
the years to come: it is some
thing I will teli my son about." 

P H O T O C R A P H S BY PAULO N U N E S DOS S A N T O S F O P . T H E N E W Y O R K H M L ^ 

.labar Azizi with his wife, Surat Abmed, and their children at home in Carrick-on-Shannon. He was part of a group of Kurdish refu
gees who were resettled over a decade ago. Referring to locai residents, Mr. Azizi said, "They respected the way we wanted to live." 
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Iraqi Kurds Vote on Independence, Angering Neighbors and U.S. 
By DAVID ZUCCHINO 

F . R B I L , Iraq — Asjubilnnt Iraqi 
Kurds celebrateci their vote Men
ci ay on independence from Iraq, 
shooring off fireworks and parad-
ing in cara festooned with Kurdish 
flags late iato the night, their 
neighbors conducted military ex-
ercises on the region's borders, 
raising the threat of military inter-
vention il it secedes. 

The vote played out on a his-
toric day for severa) million Kurds 
in northern Iraq, and was a pivotal 
moment in the Kurdish dream of a 
politically indepenclenl slate. 

While officials said the vote 
vvoulcl noi be tabulateci until al 
least Tuesday, it was expected lo 
be overwhelmingly in favor of in
dependence far Iraqi Kurdistan, 
the semiautonomous regìon in 
northern Iraq. 

Despite the celebrntinns, the 
vote may come at a steep politicai 
cosi lo the Kurds. 

It proved highly provocative for 
Turkey, Iran and Iraq, whose re-
sponses are likely to roil the re-
gion in the coming days, stirring 
the very turmoil that the United 
States hoped to avoid when it 
pressured the Kurds locali off Ihe 
vote. 

The White House has warned 
that a Kurdish move toward inde-
pendence conici set off ethnic con-
flicl, and thal it conici fracture Iraq 
and undermine the American-led 
coalition against the Islamic State, 
also known as ISIS. "We hope for a 
unilied Iraq to annihilate ISIS,and 
certainly a unified Iraq to push 
back on Iran," the White House 
spokeswoman, Sarah Huckabee 
Sanders, said Monday. 

The vote has strained Iraqi 
Kurdistan's relations with the 
United Slates, which relies heav-
ily on Kurdish fighters to assisi 
the American-led coalition 
against Islamic State militants. 
The region. which is landlocked. is 
vulnerable to growing threats of 
sanclions along ils borderà. 

Turkey and Iran, which fear 
thal the vote vvill fomeni untesi 
among their own Kurdish minor-
ities, are conducting military ex-
ercises on their borders with Iraq 
near Kurdistan. Late Monday, 
Iraq's defense ministry an-
nounced joint maneuvers with 
Turkey. 

Kurdish voters dici noi seem to 
care. 

"When 1 voteci. I ciidn'l think for 
one second of Turkev or Iran and 

their threats." said Rashid Ali, GÌ, a 
retiree who voted at a public 
school on Monday morning. "I'm 
noi vvorried aboul them." 

Kurdish officials said Monday 
night that the lurnout among 3.9 
million rogistered voters was 72 
percent and that it was expected 
to rise as counting continued at 
more than 1.700 voting stations. 

A convincing "yes" vote would 
not lead to immediate independ
ence, but it would set in motion 
nioves toward statehood and to
ward negotiations with Baghdad. 

Reporling was conlribuled by 
Kamiì Kakol, Mohamnwd Mah-
mud and Alissa J. Rubiti from Er-
bil; Falih Hassan frani Baghdad: 
Carlotta Gali from Istanbul and 
Clifford Kraussfrom Houston. 
Iraqi officials, however, have 
called the referendum unconstitu-
tional and vowed to ignore the re-
sults. They fear losing a third of 
the country — and a major source 
of oil — should Kurdistan break 
away, 

Iraqi officials were also angered 
that the referendum included resi-
dents of ethnically mixed, dis-
puted areas conlrollecl by Kurdish 
pesh merga forces but claimed by 
Iraq. 

Vice Prcsidcnt Nuri Kanial al-
Maliki called the referendum "a 
declaration of war on the unity of 
the Iraqi people." 

Iraq's Parliament voted Mon
day to ask Prime Minister Haider 
al-Abadi to dispatch Iraqi troops 
toward disputed areas and to 
dose land crossings leacling into 
areas controlied by the Kurdistan 
Regional Government. Mr. Abadi 
is expected to discuss those issues 
with Parliament on Wednesday. 

Baghdad also demaaded that 
the Kurdish government surren-
cler control of its international bor-
der posts and give up revenue 
from its lucrative crude oil ex-
ports to Turkey, the Kurdish re
gion's largest single source of in
coine. 

tu Turkey, President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan threatened possi-
ble military interveniion and 
warned that his country could 
shut clown a pipeline that runs 
from Iraqi Kurdistan into Turkev. 
Referring to a Turkish interven
iion in Syria last year, Mr. Erdo

gan suggested that Turkey coitici 
take similar action in Iraq. "We 
may enler at night without warn-
ing," he said. 

Mr. Erdogan also said that a 
border crossing from Turkey into 
northern Iraq had been closed in 
one direction, and that Turkey 
plannecl to shut it down entirely. 

At Iraq's request, Tehran halted 
lìtghts on Sunday belween Iran 
and the two international airports 
inside Iraqi Kurdistan. Kurds now 
worry that Baghdad will dose 
airspace over the region. 

Given the shared economie in-
terests of ali parties in the referen
dum dispute, it is diffidili to pre-
dict how the confrontation will 
play out if the Kurds continue lo 
aggressively pursue their inde
pendence ambitions after the 
vote. 

Stili, Turkey's threat to dose the 
oil pipeline was particularly wor-
risome to the Kurdish leadership. 
Kurdistan sencls 550.000 barrels a 
day through the pipeline, earning 
the region roughly SS billion a 
year. 

Just a week before the referen
dum, the giant Russian oil com
pany Rosneft and the Kurdish Re
gional Government signecl a deal 
lo build a naturai gas pipeline to 
Turkey, which would be a likely 
conduit to European markets by 
2020. The pipeline will have a ca-
pacity to sliip 30 billion cubie me-
ters of gas per year. many times 
more than Kurdistan now 
produces and equivalent to more 
than half of Turkey's annua! de-
mand. 

On Sunday. the Kurdish region's 
president, Massoud Barzani, said 
the Kurds' "partnership" with 
Iraq was over. He said Iraq's 
Kurds conici no longer tolerate liv-
ing in a "theocratic, sectarian 
state," a referenceto Iran'sconsid-
erable influence on Mr. Abadi's 
government, which is dominateci 
by Shiite Muslims. 

"From now on, Kurdistan will 
be a neighbor of Iraq, bui not part 
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of it," Mr. Barzani said. 
The most contentious of the dis-

puted areas is Kirkuk, an oil-rich 
city inhabited by Arabs. Kurds, 
Turkmens and smaller ethnic 
groups. Pesh nierga forces cap-
tured the city and surrounding ar
eas after Iraqi troops fled an Is-
lamic State assault in 201-1. 

Agovernment officiai in Kirkuk 
saicl late Monday that voter turn-
out was 80 to 90 percent in Kurd-
ish neighborhoods of Kirkuk. but 
less than 10 percenl in Arab and 
Turkmen areas. The police 
blockcd stroets to vehicle traffic 
after Kurdish volers tlrove 
through Kurdish areas of the city, 
celebrating the votìng. 

Turnout will be an important 
gauge of the depth of opposi tion to 
the vote among many Kurds. 
Some Kurds who favor inclepencl-
enceeventually say theregionset 
lacks the domocratic institutions 
for nationhood. They are part of a 
significant contingent - including 

a "No For Now" movement - that 
opposes Mr. Barzani, and accuses 
bis government of corniption, in» 
competence and nepotism. They 
were expected to signal their dis-
pleasurc by staying home. 

The United States has signifi
cant military and intelligence as-
sets in Iraqi Kurdistan. Kurds are 
counting on relations with the 
United States to continue as usuai 
once the referendum is compieteci 
and the rhetoric becomes less 
beateci. 

Mr. Bar/.ani has saicl he is ready 
to begin negotiations with Bagh
dad over borders. security ar-
rangements. oil income and other 
mutuai interests. even if it takes 
two years or more. 

Hoshyar Zebari, a fornier Iraqi 
foreign minister and a leader of 
the referendum erfort, has 
stressed that the region will look 
no different the day after the vote 
than it elici before. 

"The sun will rise in the east 
and we will negotiate." he said Sat-
urday. "Statehood takes timo." 

Pag. 8



As Syrian War Drags On, Assads Grip Tightens 
By BEN HUBBARD 

B E I RUT, Lebanon — Although 
Syria's bloody six-year war is far 
from over,one result is already be-
coming clear: President Bashar 
al-Assad looks as though he is 
bere to stay. 

On the battlefielcl, no one re-
mains who is wi l l ing and able lo 
topple bini . The reliel forces are 
waning. and President Trump lias 
canceled the C I A . program thal 
provided them wi th arms and sup-
port. The Islaniic State, w i t h its 
own agenda lo rule Syria as a ca-
liphate, is being routed from its 
strongholds. 

Regional powers, foreign offi-
cials and Syrians tliemselves are 
increasingly operaling as i f he w i l l 
rule for years to come, albeit over 
a great ly reduced country. His al-
lies bave begun to t rumpel what 
they see as their impending vie-
tory, and his government is talk-
ing abont rebuilding a shattered 
country, liosting an International 
(rade fair last month and signing a 
deal wi th Iran to rebuild its power 
g r id . 

Even some longtime rebel su|> 
porters ha ve g rown war-weary 
and started to embrace the inev-
ilable. 

Since the government re-
claimed control of the mountain 

town of Madaya after a prolonged 
siege. life Il iete lias improved for 
those who remained. The snipers 
left. electricity returned. food ap-
peared in markels . Cafes re-
opened nnd peoplc stat t ing going 
out. 

"We are sick of the war," a 
teacher there said via ins t imi 
niessage, speaking on the condi-
lion of anonymity so as noi to be 
targeted for hcr past opposition to 
the government. "We want to l ive 

peacefully and 
safe, and we 
can'tdo that un-
Iess we are w i th 
the regime." 

These devel-
opments do not 
suggest that 
Mr. Assnd has 
an easy road 
ahead. He re-
mains a pariah 

in niuch of the wor id , presiding 
over a blasted, divided land. I l he 
emerges victorious, he is likely to 
be left w i th a weak state that is be-
holden lo foreign powers and 
lacks the resources to rebuild. 

But his endurance has serious 
raniificatioiis for the country and 
lor the Middle East, affecting ihe 
prospcets of Syria's future stabil-
ity, of refugees to re turn home and 

of the Syrian government to tap 
international funds to rebuild its 
destroyed cities. 

It is also a g r i m , late acl in the 
Arab Spring uprisings that broke 
out in 2011. While protests and 
arnied insurrections removed 
troni power the leader* of Tunisia, 
Egypt, Libya and Yemen, Mr. As-
sad has remained. despite wield-
ing treniendous violence against 
his people. 

Mr. Assad himself has acknowl-
edged the tol l of the war, but ar-
gued that it has purified the state 
by el iminat ing threats to the na-
tion and uni tmg Syrians around a 
shared project. 

"We lost the best of our youth 
and our infrastructure," he told a 
conference in Damascus, Syria's 

Continued on Page AH 
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As Syrian War Drags On, Assad"s Grip on Power Seems Tighter Than Ever 
From Page AI 

capital, last month. " I t cost US a lot 
of money and a lot of sweat, for 
generations. But in excliange, we 
won a healthier and more homo-
geneous society m the i rne sense." 

Syria's conflict began in 2011 
wi th a popular uprising against 
Mr. Assad. which l i is securi ty 
forces sought to suppress w i th 
overwhelming force. The opposi
tion took up arms, and the United 
States, Saudi Arabia and others 
endorsed the rebels' cause, back-
ing them politically and giv ing 
Ihem arms and cash. 

Now, Mr. Assad has succeeded 
in dispelling the rebel threat, 
largely because of the steadfasl f i -
nancial and mi l i t a ry support of his 
foreign backers. 

His government conlrols Syr
ia's largest cities and most of its 
reniaining people. who generally 
l ive inbet tercondi t ions than those 
elsewhere in the country. His al-
lies — Russia, I ran and Hezbollah 

— have stood by h im, bolstering 
his depleted mi l i ta ry and helping 
it advance. 

Tlie rebels, a disparate col-
lection of factions w i th va ry ing 
ideologies, never managed to 
forni a unified front, or to convince 
ali Syrians that Ihey would creale 
a better future. Extremisls l inked 
to Al Qaedajoined their ranks, and 
their t e r r i to ry has shrunk as their 
backers bave abandoned them to 
focus on f ighl ing the tslamic Stale. 

"The Syrian regime is now the 

Hwaida Saad and Nada Homsi 
contributed reportìngfrom Beirut, 
and Karam Shoumali from Istan
bul 
furthesl from being loppled," said 
Bassam Alahmad, executive d i 
rector of Syrians for T r u l l i and 
Justice, a human-rights monitor
ing group based in Turlcey. "Fewer 
powers are interested in making 
that happen than was the case 
near the beginning of the Syrian 

war. 
But Mr. Assad is in niany ways a 

l imited head of state. 
M u d i of Syria's t e r r i to ry re-

mains out of bis hnnds, and for
eign powers have carved out 
spheresof influence, undermining 
his d a i n i to rule ali of Syria. 

Turkish forces allied w i th locai 
rebels hold t e r r i to ry in the north. 
and the United States is work ing 
w i th Kurdish and Arab figliters 
against the Islamic State in the 
east. 

Even in areas nominaliy under 
Mr. Assad's control, Russia, I ran, 
Hezbollah and locai mili t ias em-
powered by the war often exercise 

Ritaglio stampa ad uso esclusivo del destinatario 

Pag. 2



greater control than the Syrian 
state. And Russia has taken the 
lead in Syria's international diplo-
macy, negotiating safe zones with 
foreign powers around the coun
try to try to stop the violence. 

The war's toll has been trenien
dous and could be a burden on Mr. 
Assad and his allies for decades to 
come. 

A recent report by the World 
Bank put the country's lost eco
nomie output during the first six 
years of the war al $226 billion, 
tour times its gross domestic 
product in 2010, before the confliet 
began. And while images of Syr
ia's destroyed cities have beconie 
common symbols of the war's toll, 
the cost of unseen factors like bro-
ken social trusl and shallered so
cial networks could outstrip that 
of the physical damage many 
times over, Harun Onder, the re-
port's lead author, said in an inter-
view. 

"As the confliet continues. it is 
not only the physical destruction, 
but also that the degradation in 
the social fabric intensifies," he 
said. 

Merely by slaying in power, Mr. 
Assad could hinder reconstruc-
tion. 

Officiate in the United States 
and Europe stili hope that Mr. As
sad will leave office in an eventual 
politicai agreement, but they have 
vowecl not to reward him for his 
brutality and rampant human 
rights violations if he stays by 
helping rebuild the country. 

Other countries that suppuri 
Mr. Assad could help. but their re-
sources are limited. Iran and Rus

sia are under international sanc-
tions, their economies hurting 
from low oil prices. 

Last month, the government 
held an international trade fair in 
Damascus for the first tinte silice 
2011, welcoming companies from 
Iran, Iraq, Russia, Venezuela and 
elsewhere. Among the new deals 
signed were ones for the importa-
tion of 200 buses from Belarus and 
contraets to export 50,000 tons of 
produce. 

Mr. Assad's hold on power could 
also affect the return of refugecs, a 
criticai issue for neighboring 
states. 

About half of Syria's people 
have been dispiaceri by the war, 
with more than fi ve million of 
them seeking refuge abroad. 
Many fled attacks by Mr. Assad's 
forces and bave no honies to re
turn to. Others say the siluation is 
not safe or fenr arrest or conscrip-
tion by Mr. AssacTs security 
forces. 

After years of living in exile, 
Bassam al-Malik, a businessman 
ancJ former member of the mairi 
exile opposition grotip, tried to re
turn to Syria this year to sell off 
some of his property. Through an 
intermediary, the government 
warned him not to return or he 
would be detained. 

Now he was stuck, he said, be-
tween "the regime and the opposi
tion." 

Some Syrians have drnppcd 
their opposition and made their 
peace with a government that 
seems to be winning. 

In 2012, Firas al-Khatib, a stai-
soccer player, told a crowd of 

screaming fans that he would not 
play for the Syrian national team 
"as long as any artillery is shelling 
any place in Syria." 

Last monili, he returned to Da
mascus and received a hero's wel
come at the airport. "Today, we 
are on the land of our homeland 
and in the service of our home-
land," he said. 

The team, which is closely relat
ori to Mr. Assad, is stili in the run-
ning to qualify for the 2018 World 
Cup. 

Other citizens, like the teacher 
from Madaya. are happy to sup-
port anyone who can provide ba
sic security and services. 

"We are people who walk where 
the winds take us," she said. "Dur
ing the siege, we were with the 
revolution. Now we are hanging 
Bashar's photos and we sing for 
him." 

M ' i i t A \ i M r r i R A r i R v r.rR«->rrA-j P R r ^ p n c v r n AcrNrv « V R I A N A R A P N F W * Ar.rNrv 
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Far-Right Populists 
Complicate the Agenda 
OfMerkel and the E. U. 

By S T E V E N E R L A N G E R 

B E R L I N — A n g e l a M e r k e l ' s re-
e lec t ion as chance l lo r of G e r m a n y 
was supposed to be the capatone 
of a year in w h i c h Europe dici bet-
te r than an t i c ipa t ed in h o l d i n g off 
a popul i s t surge , especia l ly after 
the new French pres ident , E m 
manue l M a c r o n , vvon so dec is ive ly 
over the Na t iona l Front of M a r i n e 
L e Pen. 

lns tead , the e lec t ion on Sunday 
shOwed tha l the a l i ena t ion w i t h 
m a i n s t r e a m consensus pol i t ics 
has h a r d l y gone away. S u p p o r l for 
cen t r i s i pa r l i e s , i n c l u d i n g M s . 
Merke l ' s C h r i s t i a n Democra t s , 
e roded badly, as the f a r - r igh t A l 
t e r n a t i v e for G e r m a n y p a r t y re-
ce ived 12.6 percent of the vote . 

E v e n i f the far r i g h t was con-
ta ined this year, it b roko s ign i f i -
cant ba r r i e r s in Europe 's core, 
m a k i n g it to the f i na l r o u n d of the 
p res iden t ia l e lec l ions in France 
and now s h a l t e r i n g a pos t -Wor ld 
W a r l i taboo i n Germany b y e n t e r -
ing the p a r l i a m e n l . 

I t has ga ined a p o w e r f u l place 
f rom which to a l ter European po l i 
t ics . T h e far r igh t ' s ga ins in Ger
m a n y w i l l now compl ica te not 
on ly the ca lcu la t ions of M s . 
M e r k e l , the de facto leader of the 
European U n i o n , bu t b y ex tens ion 
the pa t i i alleaci for the enfile bloc. 

I f popu l i s t par t ies peaked in 
2016, at the he ight of the m i g r a t i o n 
c r i s i s . " t he i r e lec t ion resul ts in 
2017 are s t i l i d o s e to, o r even 
h ighe r than , t he i r h i s to r i ca l top 
scores," said Cas Mucide, a D u t c h 
po l i t i ca i scient is t at the U n i v e r s i t y 
of Georg ia , c i t i n g the P a r t y for 
F r eedom i n the Ne the r l ands , the 
Na t iona l Front in France a n d now 
the A l t e r n a t i v e for Germany , 
w h i c h is w i d e l y k n o w n b y its Ger-
m a n i n i l i a l s , A f D . 

Polis ind ica te that the sanie w i l l 
be t rue in A u s t r i a , vvhere the Free
d o m P a r t y seems set to en te r the 
coa l i t i on g o v e r n m e n t after nex t 
month ' s e lec t ions . 

The far r i g h t w i l l be a Constant 
presence i n the m i n d s of Europe 's 
leaders if they wan t to avo id 
w o r s e po l i t i ca i fa l lout ahead, even 
as the popu l i s t s may m a k e i l ha rd -

er for M s . M e r k e l and M r . M a c r o n 
to come u p w i t h solut ions t ha t 
could keep t h e m a l bay. 

C o m p a r e d w i t h G e r m a n y , M r . 
M a c r o n faced a far m o r e robus t 
assault f r o m t h e far r i g h t in 
France, but he was able to vau l t to 
p o w e r by c a p t u r i n g the center, 
c r ea t i ng h i s o w i i po l i t i ca i move-
m e n t a n d p r e c i p i t a t i n g the co l -
lapse of m a i n s t r e a m par t ies . 

In G e r m a n y . m a n y votes for the 
A f D were cast in protest against 12 
yea r s of M e r k e l ' s p r a g m a t i s m 
abou l issues l ike i m m i g r a l i o n , na-
t iona l i d e n t i t y and the burdens of 
the European U n i o n . 

A s M r . M a c r o n h i m s e l f has 
w a r n e d . a fa i lu re to r e f o r m the E u 
ropean U n i o n , be t te r secure i ts 
borders a n d f ix Ihe euro c u r r e n c y 
w i l l on ly fu r the r feed the far r i g h t . 

G loba l i za t ion . the bureaucra t i c 
n a t u r e of the E u r o p e a n U n i o n and 
its i n a b i l i t y to protect i ts borders 
and produce t h r i v i n g economies 
i n a l i n i e m b e r states nave led to i n -
creased na f iona l i sm, anxie t ies 
about n a t i o n a l iclenti t ies and ls -
l a m o p h o b i a . 

But w h i l e i n s t i t u t i o n a l r e f o r m of 
the E u r o p e a n U n i o n m a y be v i t a l . 
i t is harder to sell lo inc reas ing ly 
f r a g m e n t e d national pol i t ies , es
pec ia l ly as the center-left par t ies 
tose g r o u n d . 

"The G e m i m i elect ions c o n f i m i 
the decl ine of m a i n s t r e a m t r a d i -
t ional par t ies i n Eu rope to the ben
ef i t of insurgeuts , i n c l u d i n g M a -
cron's En Marche," said Stefano 
Stefanini , a fo rn i e r I t a l i a n d ip lo -
ma t based in Brussels . 

"A domes t i c a l l y weakened 
M e r k e l m u s t h o l d the E.U. togeth-
er and safeguard the t r ans -At l an -
tic boncl despite an unpred ic tab le 
A m e r i c a n pres ident , w h i l e t r y i n g 
to forge a s t rong a l l iance w i t h M a 
c r o n , t ame the V i s e g r a d d iss i -
den ts a n d b r i n g on board I t a l y and 
Spain . b o t h i n c h o p p y waters ," he 
sa id . ( T h e V i s e g r a d coun t r i e s are 
Czech Republ ic , H u n g a r y , Roland 
and S lovakia . ) 

T h e r e is also a danger tha t M s . 
M e r k e l w i l l be forced to focus 
m o r e domes t i c a l l y as she faces 
the absorb ing chal lenge of balanc-
i n g wha t p romises to be a new. un-

w i e l d y and po ten t i a l l y less stable 
g o v e r n i n g coa l i t i on . The decis ion 
of the M a c r o n - f r i e n d l y Social 
Democra t s to leave g o v e r n m e n t 
and become Germany ' s off ic ia i 
oppos i t ion m c a n s t h a t M s . M e r k e l 
w i l l n o w p robab ly have to f o r m a 
g o v e r n m e n t w i t h the l i be ra l Free 
D e m o c r a t s as w e l l as w i t h the 
Greens. 

O l i v e r Rakau , the ch ief E u r o 
pean economis t at O x f o r d Eco
nomies , sa id the closer i n t e g r a t i o n 
of European f inances sough t by 
Mr . M a c r o n — a n d f ierce ly op-
posed b y the Free D e m o c r a t s — 
w o u l d be more d i f f i cu l t now. 

'The re is u n i i k e l y to be a la rge 
eurozone budget ," be said. " I t h i n k 
there w i l l s t i l i be progress on Eu
ropean r e fo rm." i n c l u d i n g secur i -
ty issues. 

In any coa l i t ion , the Free Demo-

Jack Eicing contrilmted reporting 
from Berlin and Aurelien Brvvdm 
from Paris. 
crats , s o m e l i m e s k n o w n as the l i b 
erate, w i l l have to m a k e t h e i r 
m a r k . s a id C h r i s t o p h v o n 
M a r s c h a l l , the chief d i p l o m a t i c 
co r responden t of the Tagesspie-
gel new-spaper. 

Toughness on eurozone budget 
d i sc ip l ine and oppos i t ion to a n y 
fiscal t ransfers w i t h i n the euro-
zone are "cen t ra i points for the l i b -
erals , a n d they w i l l con t i nue to be 
ha rd on this , because this is w h e r e 
they compete w i t h the A f D , " he 
said. 

Cars ten Brzesk i , the chief econ
o m i s t for G e r m a n y and A u s t r i a at 
I N G Bank, said , " l t ' s a c lear co ld 
shower for Macron . " He added, " I t 
means a v e r y c u m b e r s o m e 
process of fu r the r in t eg ra t ion . " 

I n a ca l i on Sunday n igh t , M r . 
M a c r o n c o n g r a t u l a t e d M s . M e r k e l 
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on winning a fourth terni, a n d he 
sa id on Twitter that "we resolutely 
continue our essen l ia l coopera-
lion for E u r o p e and our coun-
tries.'* 

Mr. Macron is scheduled to 
m a k e a speech on Tuesclay to 
presenl his reform proposals. BLI t 
he should expect little support 
from Ms. Merke l for any big ideas 
before she fonns a government , 
which may take unli l the end of 
the year, and only selective sup
port thereafter. 

I n a briefing in P a r i s on Mon-
day, Freneh officials outliniug Mr. 
Macron's speech were cautious 
and short on detail. T h e y insisted 
that Mr. Macron w a s not pressur-
ing the chancellor, but that it w a s 
important to ondine F r e n c h idcas 
as Ms. Merkel begins the labori-
ous coalition negotiations. 

B u t it is also possible that Mr. 
Macron's ear ly intervention m a y 
backfire in what wil l a lready be a 
difficult task for Ms. Merke l . 

It niay be eas ier for her to sup
port Mr. Macron's less controver-
s ia l proposals, like better border 
securi ty and turning an exist ing 
eurozone bailout fund info a k ind 
of E u r o p e a n Mone lary F u n d , as 
long as they do not involve new 
coinmitment of funds. 

She h a s a lready given some 
SUpport to Mr. Macron's proposai 
of a eurozone [inance minister. 

B u i the F r e n c h and G e r m a n s 
differ on the tesponsibilities that 

such a minister should have. T h e 
G e r m a n s wotild want a taskmas-
ter to enforce the rules and keep 
iw donai budget deficits within the 
dobt i imits required by the euro-
zone. T h e F r e n c h want a minister 
with flexibility who would control 
a eurozone budget f inanced by the 
stafes — but that is exact ly what 
Mr. Merkel 's likely n e w coalition 
partners , the Free Democrats , op
pose. 

T h e party's leader, Chr i s t ian 
Lindner . w a s blunt on Sunday 
night, repenting his opposition to 
Mr. Macron's ideas. Without ru l -
ing oul ali reform, he sa id that a 
eurozone budget that could be 
used to send money to F r a n c e and 
Italy "would be unthinkable a n d a 
red line for us." 

Mr. L indner told journal i s ts be
fore the election that he would 
push l'or the finance minis try in a 
coalition. 11 he succeeds , it m a y 
produce little change from the 
s imi lar ly tough-minded Wolfgang 
S c h à u b l e , who has been Ms . 
Merkel's finance minister. 

'Will L i n d n e r be tougher than 
S c h à u b l e ? " asked Hans K u n d n a n i 
of the G e r m a n M a r s h a l l F u n d . 
"Unlikely." 

I n the end, Ms. Merke l m a y 
have more trouble with her coali
tion from her sister party, the B a -
var ia -based Chr i s t ian Social U n 
ion, which is deeply conservat ive 

and w h i c h lost about 10 percent of 
its vote from 2013, largelv to the 
AfD. 

With regional elections next 
year, the Chr i s t ian Social Union 
and its leader, TTorst Seehofer, will 
tty to push Ms. Merkel further to 
the right on securi ty and migra-
tion issues. 

To some degree he blames her 
for his ]X)or showing at the ex-
pense ol the A I D . 

But as Mr. von Marscha l l 
pointed out. Ms . Merkel 's move to-
w a r d the center over the last tour 
y e a r s — on the euro, migrai ion 
and sanie-sex m a r r i a g e — also 
meant that she would not fitid ber
se l i losing to a left-leaning coali
tion. T h e sacrif ice of conservat ive 
s u p p o r t e r à w a s probably a price 
she felt she had to pay to keep her 
party in power after so m a n y 
y e a r s , he said. 

T h e coalition that is l ikely to re-
sult will be unpopular in eastern 
G e r m a n y . A n d it is likely to be un-
stable, given the tensions within 
Ms . Merkel's own party. 

Yet unstable coalitions and 
early elections are the n o m i in 
mosf of Europe , Mr. B r z e s k i said. 
" G e r m a n y has become a bit more 
European." 

In Germany and 
France, leaders will 
look to avoìd fallout 
and guide Europe. 
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Travel Ban Draws Anger, Applause and Shrugs 
WHF.N P R E S I D E N T T R U M P announced the latost and 

most far-reaching version of his t ravel ban on Sunday, 

c i t ing threats to national seeurity posed by let t ing c i t i -

zens of specific countr ies imo the country, the Wbi te 

House said it had come after exhaust ive p lanning. It was 

meant to prevent the confusion and chaos that his f irst 

t ravel ban created at a i rpor ts , colleges and techriology 

companies in the United States and at refugee camps 

a round the wor ld back in January. 

A Wh i io House off iciai said the new pol icy was more 

nar rowly targeted than i ts precursor, wh ich was swi f t l y 

blocked by the courts. But immigrant and diaspora com-

munit ies f rom the affected countr ies once again reacted 

w i th dismay, and refugee advocates denounced the new 

decree as more of the sanie. 

"Th is is st i l i a Mus l im ban " Becca Heller, the director 

of the In ternat ional Refugee Assistance Project, saicl in a 

statement. 

The f i rs t t ravel ban was blocked by federai judges be-

cause it was perceived to d iscr iminate against Mus l ims ; 

the T rump admin is t ra t ion argued it was a seeur i ty meas-

UTe designed to thwar t te r ro r i sm. A revised vers ion of 
that ban expired 011 Sunday. 

The new th i rd vers ion, which is to take effect on Oct. 18, 

adds Chad. Nor th Korea and Venezuela to the list of af

fected countr ies and drops Sudan. (The other affecied 

countr ies are I ran, L ibya, Syrìa, Yemen and Somalia.) 

Di f ierent restr ic t ions were imposed on each of the three 

addi t ions. depending on the threat they were deemed to 

pose. For example. for Venezuela the ban applies only to 

vis i ts by cer ta in government officiate and thei r fami l ies, 

whi le Somalis are barred f rom emigra t ing to the Uni ted 

States but not f rom vìs i t ing. 

CHAD 

An Ally Against Militants Asks, 'Why 
Us?' 

The a d d i n o t i of C lun i i o Mi", l i u inp 's t ravet 
bau look i nn i eoun t r y ' s g n v e r n n w m b y 

a m i bew i l de re t i ana l ys t s o l C e n i m i 

Africa. 
W i l d n m i x e d popu la t i ou n i M u s l i m s mici 

C h r i s t i a n * . Ch in i l ins t ie i ' i i a l u n g h i n i ' A n i c i -
i c a n u l l y in f i gh i m g Is lamis t m i l i t n n i s in the 
reg iou , i n c l u d i m i uff shuo ls of A l Qaeda a n d 
Roko H n r a m 

I n i l s t a temen t , i ne g o v e r n i n e n t exp ressed 
" i n c n m p r e h e n s i n n in Ihe face o( ine off m a l 
reasons fot th is d e o s i o n . w h i c h con t ras t s 
w i t h Q w h Constant e f f n r t s and c o m m i t-
i i i e i us ni i h . ii ' l i i -.ni si u - n n n s i n " I l 
cal ier i on P res idem T r u m p ro r e t h m k ihe 
dec is ion , " w n i c h has s e n o u s i y a l l e c i e d the 
im i . - ot : h !•! a m i (he gond ttUtimm M a t a 
la iner i l i y ihe t w o conn i r t e s " 

I n i r r p o r t ins i >var. t he Stane Depennami 
•aM i na i few Chadiana ioni t e r r o i i s i g roups . 
m i ' 11. i r i h f c o u n t r y L u i ngh rened n- bot-
(teiN io impecio t h e m o v e m e t i t s of m i l i t a n i s . 
bui il..ii .1 f i m u i r i a l ertati kept ihe c o n n i r y 
I m m cnns is ten t l y p a v i u g pu l i r e amt mi Ina ry 
sa lar ies . w h i c h p rvsen ted some m k . 

Ma t t hew R i p e , w h o was t h e S ta le D e p a r l -
n i - i . 1 - tatti i n Mie r eg im i u n n i las i year. 
sairi that the t r ave l b a n lu i < l i u t i SL-e n i eri to 
IM* "a knee- je rk move . " DfQNKB sEARCEY 

andJAIME HUM HARRY 

S U P P O N I L N S 

Cheer» F r p m Tmmp Back#*rs 

SUpponn3 u l t he p i esK Ien f s n a i i o n a l 
seeur i ty a g e n d a cheered the new j m l i c y o t i 
M o n d a y " l ' i n e x r i r e d . " san i Lou is M u r r a y . 
52. • • i i " c a m p a i g n e d tur the i•• • • -.1 111 tn 
Boston as p a n of a g r o u p nf Cathu l ics for 
T r u m p ' T o t c x c i t i i l that d ie nepannii-111 of 
l l o m e l n n d Seeur i t y end the T n i m p A d m i n i s -
l m i imi h M Inoked ve ry h a r d ni how to use 
e x t r e m e v e t t t n g t o feaan Americani sa le . " 

M i . M u i r a y sa id he v iewed the ad m i n i s-
iraUohv brand travel pat ictes as t he besl 
May K» p r e \ e n t t l IU t fW hke the • • ti 1. 
M a r a t h o n Ixunbt i i f t 1» ^ O U . wtwch w a s car
ne t ! ou i liy i w o b e i i e h r i n r i e s o f ilie a s y l i i m 
s y s t e m . " W h e n you ' re t n l k i n g ahout t he 
m i i ve inen t ut pappié eCFOIS BatHÌBW bor
derà. I rion'i k n o w l i o w speci f ic y o u v a n i 10 
be," In.- sa id . 

Cunset \ a l i ve l a u m a k e t s a l s u i a l i n i Ihe 
n e w n a v e ! bau a necessary p u U t c sa le ty 

.1 • • • 1 1 • • - W e a re a c o m p n s s i o n n i e n a t i o n . ' 
Kep resen ta t i ve Lo t i Ba r le t ta . Kept ih l i can ot 
Pennsy l van ia , sax) 111 a s ta tement . " H u w e v -
er. nt i r enet iues c n n i m u n i i s l y seek to uso ou r 
get ie i - iwi ty aga ins t us. a m i the pres i de 111 has 
a du tv to p t o l ec i t l i e .Mliet I ran (>eople I i rM . " 

O t f T L l N DICKERSOS 

SOMALI AMtttl^ASS 

Dismay Among Immigrants in 
Minneiota 

Sunu i l i - . \ i ne i lane tD l i t e Ceda i -R ive i s ide 
a rca of M i n n e a p o l i s p rocess rd the news of 
the t r ave l uan as i h e y WHM about iheir 
bus iness in the n u n on M o n d a y , v o t c u i g 
WineH a n a d i n i i n s i l a t i m i i l : .u has 
f i -, 'i • 1 I illuni n u m the M a n a m i i r y i u g 10 
lear t i moi*e about the de tads o l i h e b n n . 

S ima O s m a n . 29. said site h a d |UM p M l)ei 
ihrtM.- t o d d l e n . to bet l Sunday e v e n i t l g when 
she I t ean l alxHit l i te t r a v e l b a n on te lev i s ion . 
and the news i l iade l ie i ci \ She e m i g r a n t i 
f r o m Somahi t a vene ago i n |o in he r hus-
b a u d . a m i the new ban seemed tu scotch l i e r 
d r e a m of b n n g i u g her penate over 10 un i t e 
w i r l i hBI ch i l d ren . 

" I feel lonely." she san i . w a l k i i l E l o a bus 
s i op 011 he r w a y to w*oi k. ' W h e n m y d u i -
d i e n grow ii|). t hey w i l l leel t he ua i i i . " 

J i t n u l Hassen . l ì . a s tuden t in the I w i n 
Ci l ies w l t o w a s IMÌI I I 111 E t luo tna 10 a Soma l i 
muther . sax! IH- W O I n e d abuut her. "Ou r 
nume- are gn ing iti the m a i l liy t hemse lves . 
and gei i inrassecl because of t he i r bMd 
esami - espec ia l l y a f t e r he go l d e c r e t i , " 

M i . EJassensattd."li waecaen twforeiii.n" 
Mr. Hassen d i d no i d i spu te Pres ident 

T n i m p ' s d a i n i that Snmal ia 's i m i m g r n t m n 
u i f i c ia ls dy not adequa tely n i fXtieni iMs 

Some Somali-Americane f r on t t he T w i n 
Cl t ies nave been r e c n i l t e i l by I s lnmlc ex t re 
m i s ! g m u p s a b r o a d . t in i M i : Hassen san i 11 
was u i t l a i r that al i Somal is must p a y a pnee. 

" >• 1 •• j'-Miii^- 1 u . i . - l i ' - i :• : wha i they 
d ld . " he S Ì I K I . Q H Ù I I U Ò l O i r a C C H l 

and KIMIKD (Ir FRFYTAS-TAWURA 

VENEZUELA 

Anger at Home, but Emigréa 
Are Pleasecl 

Vene/ i i e la ' s f in e igu m i n i s i r y b lus ted tbe 
t rave l b a u on M o n d n y as an " i r r a i i o n a l 
de i i s i on " that " c ims t i r u ted a t o r m of po l i -
u c a l and psycho log ica l l e r r o r t s i i i , " and 
•eeartèd t h i i i t he t i n i i e t l s t a i e s ma i r y m g 

10 " s l i g m a t a e ou r coun in . ' attng t he p re tex l 

of the f i gh i aga ins i t e r r o r i s m . " Venezue la 
also sal t i t ha t it wnu l r ì cons ider r e i a l i a n n g 

B u i the t r ave l bnn . w l n c h w o u k l bar bus i 
ness a n d t o u r i s m v i s u s 10 t he Unnad S ia tes 
by " c e t i a l n Venezuelan gc ivernment o f f i r i a l s 
and t l ie i r i m m e d i a t e l a m l l y members . " draW 
tire oppos i te renc i ion a m o i i g Venez i ie lans 
w h o bave f led the e a a n t r y since the r i se tn 
power ol H u g o c h a v e z . w h o d ied tn 2 0 U , 
and bis a l ly N ico las M a d u r o . t he c u i r e i U 
p res k l c n i . 

In fact . A l i c ia Reyes was n o t h i n g short of 
pestane abou i t l i e n e w res t r i c i i ons . 

" 1 hey re dogs. r a i s , the wo rs t u i t he 
w o r l d . " Ms . Reyes. 53. su i t i of Mr. M a d u r o 
and bis parai She moved to Wes ton , i n 
Smi th M o n d a I r m n her na t i ve Caracas 1K 
i non tns ago becai tse ot t he e ros ion of soc ia l 
n r d e r the re . w h i c h she h l a m e d si]U.irely on 
the g o v e r n m e m 

.V/ tK ' • IWi i ' . l ' . Nli'HULAS C'ASt'Y 
ond.Sf lUIVt SFNCt'PTA 

ir;»MAN AMntICANS 

Thwarted Rennion Plans for Families 

I n Lne Ange les , the la rge I r nn i nn i l ias |Kini 

eenuvad on t h e Waatwoed np ig i i iw i r i iood 
epaoi M o n d a y m o m n i g pu77ling over i h e 
ban's po ten t i n i impac t . I t had not yet s i i nk in 
Wtìtl m a n v people that the new decree 
w o u k l block u ios i I r a m a u s noi on ly Unn i 
e m i g r a t i n g m the 1 mn il States, b u i a lso 
f r o m v i s u i n g . ou ly s n u l e n i s a m i scho la rs 
w n u l d he a l l owed in 

• l ' e o p l e haven ' t pa ia a n e n t i o n ye i t o u n -
de i s t am i how t l ns ung i l i c h a u g e l i t e l i te u l 
t l i e i r fomi ly . " sa id Fa rhad Benshara t i , w h o 
o w n s a travisi agency i n Wes twood . " I t 1 w a s 
in the shoes of Pres iden i T r u m p . I m i g h l do 
d ie sanie t l l i ng w i t h l l i e k i n d u l p i u p l e WtlD 

a i e t u l i n g i u \ c o u n t r y imw. Bu i p u n i n g the 
people w h o a re s t i l i l ì i e re a l i together w i t h 
the r e v o l u t i o n is not fair." 

M a i » ot the m o i e i h a u otte u i i i bon I r a n i -
a n - A m e r l r a n s b a v e re la t i ves r e m a l n i n g In 
I r a n T h e y w l l l no I tmger Ite a l i le i n s(xntst i r 
thant lo r p e r m a n e n t res idence . 

A lex H e l m i . w h o o w i » n Pers ian m g s to re 
i n W e s t w o o d . i |uest ioned the pu rpuse of the 
ban a n d sa id IH- was con f iden t (ha i t he 
Sup reme Court w o u l d m i e f a i r l y 01111 
"WTau is i h e goa l here - is i l p ropaganda . 
01 s i o p p u i g t e n o i i s i n V " he sa i i l . "Vot i bave 
noi found one l i . i n ian [ lerson w h o has been 
connec ted w i i h a n y t e r r o r i s m in i b i s cou i v 
rry. I h i s is a I t t i le b i t odd.~ 

J E N N I F E R M E D I N A 

S T I J D F N T S 

Hardships Seen Even for Permitted 
Studenti 

i t atea H M itnmduiMiy ettaf wtud led tu » 
spec ia l r a r w - o u i iha t p e r m i t s I r a m a n stu-
d e n l s . l i u i no i in i i s i u t b e i I r a m a u s , l o con 
t i nue tu (ilH.ni) v isas . 

P e d r a m G h a r g h a b i . 31. a d o t t o r a i cand i 
da te a m i n ' t e n n - h ass i s ian l 111 e l ee tnca l 
e n g i n e e r i n g al M iss iss ipp i State Un i ve rs i t y , 
said un M o m l a y thai die U n i w u u l d p m b a -
Wy I r a d t n l i . t i l u p : - even fnr e x e m p t e d 
sn tden ts . 

• M y i im le i - s tam l ing is that un i (ami l ies 
w i l l not be a l l owed t o e m e r t h e U n i i e d 
Stntes fur a v is l t . " Mr. G h a r g t i a b l sa id . Be-
cause i n in i y I n u m i l i s i u d e i i t s ' M s M do uni 
p e r m i t the s tuden ts tn leave a n d come back. 
I le s a j d . ' i l w i n ieans we m a y no i meet 0111 
l am i l i es l o r years . " 

The new b a n appenrs tn keep ( in i al i s in 
d e n t s f r o m Soma l ia . Sy r i i i and N o r r h Korea. 
B u i l i appears 10 p e r m u ihose I r o m C l tad . 
Libv.i_ Vvnezueia and Yemen . 

HfSMttNH MII1 

N E W VORK 

Confusion and AnxJely Among 
Immigrnnts 

I m m i g r a n t advocates s c i a m b l e d 011 M o n 
dny i o address ques t i oos b o n i t he i r c o m m u 
n i l ies. 

Rama I ssa - i i i i ^ i i i nn . Bxectxlve directot n i 
the A r n h A m e r i c a n Assoc ia t im i o l New-
Y o r k , said m a n y peop le w h o have been 
pe l i t i on i ng to b r i n g re la t i ves lo the U n i t e d 
S i i i l es a re confuset i a m i a n x i u u s now. 

" W e d o n i ready k t inw Itow t lns i s g o i n g l o 
un fo ld un i t i Oct . IR. bu i si o r e January , w e ' v e 
seen the chaos i b a l thesv t r ave l bans, the 
execu t i ve order . has b i o u g h i 10 o u r c o m n u i -
n i t y a n d 10 t he conn i r y in genera l . " s h e s n i i L 

Mahyaah A l f h a i h a m . 1<>. n Yemen 1-Ameri
can n t t M M in B r o o k l y n . h a * no i been able 
t n b r i t i g i n hct Yen iem busband . I tasheet 
O t h m a n . a p r o m i n e n i l i be ra l j o ta nal is t . I he 
coupie m a r r k t l in January J0I6 in I nd ia , m u 
i h e y bave been I i v m g a p a n ever s ince. w i t h 
M i < I-li 11 I.HI w a i t i n g in Ma lays ia i o rece ive a 
v isa . 

" I dnn't know wha t i l nM>aun Inr h i tn and 
i r 's r ea l l y senry." Ms . A l t h a i h a n i san i 
t h r o i i g h tea rs 011 M o n d a y a f te r s p e a k m g 
w i t h Inn i v ia Skype . " I n i i n l i m b o , a n d i t 's a 
he lhsh n ig l in iK i iv ' . ' 

L / Z ftonniNN 
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Justices CancelHearing on TravelBan as Questions Linger on New Policy 
Tììis article ì$ by Michael D. 

Shear. Ron Nixon and AdamLiptak. 

WASHINGTON — The Su
preme Court on Monday 
abruptly cancclcd orai argu-
ments on Presiclent Trump's 
travel ban, signaling the begin-
ning of the end for a politically 
charged legai case that could 
have produced a blockbuster 
ruling on theclash between 
presidentlal power and claims of 
religious discrimhiation. 

A nevv, broader ban on travel 
prompted the unusual move by 
the justices, leaving Mr. Truiiip 
to face scrutiny on a policy that 
in some ways goes even further 
— indefinitely banning most 
travel to the United -States from 
seven COUIìtries nnd imposing 
restrictions on two others. 

But the president's third at-
tempt at controlling the border 
may finally stand up to Ihe ex-
pected wave of new legai chal-
lenges. The new ban includes 
two countries that are not major
ity Musimi, which niay insulate 
him from charges that his nctions 
are based on religious discrimi-
nation. 

And the new ban was devel-
oped after a vigorous security 
review that aclministration ofti-
cials saicl provided a legally 
unassailable rationale for the 
travel restrictions. The court was 
set to bear the challenge to Mr. 
Trump's travel ban in two weeks. 
But alter the president's an-
nouncemenl over the weekend, 
the justices now appear likely to 
declare the case moot. 

That WOUld allow Mr. Trump to 
avoid a definitive ruling on 
whelher he had violated the 
Constiliition's protection of reli
gious freedom and exceeded his 
statutory authority to control the 
country's borders, as civil rfghts 
lawyers argued. With lower 
courts having ruled against him, 
Mr. Trump was pinning his hopes 
for politicai vindication on ari 
ideologically divided Supreme 
Court. 

Critics say Travel Ban 3.0 is 
stili little more than a dressed-up 
Muslim ban. And despite a less 
chaotic rollout, questions remain 
about how the travel ban will be 
put in place, vvho will be affected. 
how the countries were picked 
and whelher il will work to pre-
vent terrorist attacks. 

Here are answers to some of 
those questions: 

Why did Trump ban travel from 
these countries? 

The Department of Homeland 
Security said the countries cov-
ered under the presidential proc-
lamation were chosen because 
tliey could not pioperly establish 
the identìty of people seeking to 
travel from those countries to the 
United States. Officials said the 
countries on the list did not share 
information about whether po-
tential travelers have a criminal 
hisloiy or connections to terror-
ism. And some of the countries 
are known lo be potenlial terror
ist safe havens. 

Administration officials said 
countries on the banned-travel 
list failed to meet whnt they 
called "objective criterìa." They 
wil l be subject to the travel ban 
unti] they can demonstrale their 
abilify to deliver the information 
requested by the United States, 
officials said. 

Will this prevent a terrorist at-
tack? 

While counterlerrorism ex-
perts say improvenients to the 
government's vetting capabilities 
are necessary. they say the new 
restrielions may be far eoo broad 
becnuse they focus ori countries 
and noi individuala. 

An internai report written by 
intelligence analysts at the De
partment of Homeland Security 
in February found that "country 
of citizenship is unlikely to be a 
reliable indicator of potential 
terrorist activity." 

Moreover, the Cato lnstitute 
found that sirice 197f), no Ameri-
cans have been killed on Ameri
can soil by foreign-boni terror-
ists who come from any of the 
countries on the new executive 
order: Iran, Libya, Syria, Yemen. 
Somalia, Chad, North Korea. Iraq 
and Venezuela. The New Amer
ica Foundation found that silice 
the Sept. 11 attacks, 9r> Americans 
had been killed by terroriste 
inside the United States. F.ach of 
the terrorists was a citizen or 
legai resident of the United 
States who woiild not be affected 
by the new travel restrictions. 

Silice the Sept. Il attacks, the 
United States has made a mini-
ber of changes to its vetting 
system for foreign visitors. immi-
grants and rofugees. 

The government has created a 
number of terrorist watch lists, 
required visitors lo provide bio
metrie information ìncliuling 
fiiigerprints and facial scans, 

bired new consolar officers and 
Immigration and Customs En-
t'orcement agents toconduct Visa 
security background checks and 
improved both interagency and 
country-to-country intelligence 
sharing. 

Some counterterrorisni ex-
perts say the new travel restric
tions could make the United 
States less safe. 

"My concerti over the travel 
restrictions on countries like 
Yemen, Chad and Somalia is that 
it may discourage those coun
tries from cooperating on vital 
counterterrorism efforts in their 
countries. and that wil l hurt our 
efforts to go after Al Shabab, Al 
Qaeda and ISIS," said John D. 
Cohen, a professor at Rutgers 
University and a senior Home-
land Security Department officiai 
during the Obama administra
tion. 

Isn't this just a Muslim ban? 

Like his first travel hans, the 
president's latest restriction 
mostly targels predominantly 
Muslim countries. But officials 
note that two non-Muslim coun
tries — North Korea and Vene
zuela — are on the list this time. 
They say that should be proof 
that the latest ban was not de-
signed to target one religion. 

Critics are not convinced. They 
continue to point to Mr. Trump's 
hislory of calling for a ban on 
Muslim entry into the United 
States. And they insist that the 
addition of two non-Muslim 
countries does little to alter the 
originai intent of the restrictions: 
to keep Muslims from certain 
countries ont of the United 
States. 

"Presiclent Trump's originai 
sin of targeting Muslims cannot 
be cured by throwing other coun
tries onlo his enemies list," An
thony D. Romero, the executive 
director of the American Civil 
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Liberties Union, said. 

How involved was the White House 
in drafting the new travel ban? 

VVhen it comes to immigrat ion 
issues, very litt le happens in the 
Trump admmistrat ion withont 
the direct input of Stephen Miller, 
the president's senior policy 
adviser, and .Teff Sessions, the 
attorney general. But adminis-
tration officials said the process 
of selecting countries for travel 
restrictions involved scores of 
career bureaucrats at the De
partment of Homeland Security. 
the State Department and the 
intelligence agencies. 

Officials said information 
collected by the agencies helpcd 
generate a recommendation from 
the secrerary of homeland secu
r i ty to the presiclent. On Friday, 
Mr. Trump met at his Bedmin-
ster, N.J.. golf club wi th officials 
from the agencies, legai advisers 
and Mr. Sessions to make a f inal 
decision. 

So what will happen now in the 
courts? 

The Supreme Court asked 
lawyers in the case involving the 
previous ban to submit briefs by 
Ocl. 5 addressing "whelher, or to 
what extent. the proclamation" 
may render the case moot. The 
court also asked for brlefings on 

a queslion not addressect in the 
proclamation, concerning the 
earlier ban's suspension of the 
nalion's refugee program. That 
suspension is scheduled to ex
pire next month. On that ques
t ion, too, the court asked the 
parties to explain whether die 
issue would soon be moot. 

By canceling the argvunents 
for now. the court indicateci that 
it may never decide the case. 
"The cases are removed from the 
orai argument calendar, pending 
further oider of the court," the 
court said. 

If the court does eventually 
dismiss the case as moot, a fur
ther legai question wi l l remain. 
The TTump aclministration wi l l 
ask the court to vacate the ap-
peals court decisions st r ik ing 
down the earlier bau, while the 
challengers wi l l ask Ihal the 
decisions remain on the books. 

Several crit ics have said they 
intend to challenge the new bau 
in court as wel l . But that would 
most l ikely require a new lawsuit 
at the federai distr ict court level, 
followed by hearings in front of 
appellate courts. tt could take a 
long t ime for new li t igation to 
reach the Supreme Court again. 

But legai experts say that 
crit ics of the president's policies 
may have less success waging a 
legai barde against the latest 
travel bau. 

I n the first case, administra-
tion officials st iuggled lo ex|)lain 
to judges the basis for the selec-
tion of the major i ty-Musl im 
countries on the list, l'hai led 
judges to rely on M i . Trump's 
campaign statements and Twit-
ter posts, many of which sug-
gested religion as a motivat ion. 

The current travel ban was put 
in place after a worldwide securi
ty review, and officials can point 
to a rigorous process conducted 
by bureaucrats f rom several 
agencies. That is the kind of 
executive b rand i action to regn
iate immigrat ion and the coun-
try's borders that is tisually 
given plenly of deference by 
judges. 

When will this take effect? And 
does it affect students? 

The new travel bau takes 
effect Oct. 18, though cirizens of 
countries included in the earlier 
orders wi l l remain banried from 
entry unti l the new one takes 
over. Unlike the chaotic rollout of 
the president's first executive 
order, the latest travel restric
tions bave clear exceptions for 
people who already have permis-
sion to entcr the Uniteci States, 
so there should be few instances 
of people being detained at air-
purls or consulates. 

As for students, it depends. 
Citizens of some of the affected 

countries are completely banned 
from coming lo the United 
States. Those include Syria and 
North Korea. Students f rom the 
other countries may sti l i travel to 
the United States lo study. as-
suming they can meet the nor
ma! requirements for a student 
visa and pass security screen-
ìngs. 

T h e S u p r e m e C o u r t a b i 
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E D I T O R I A L S 

A Travel Ban We ve Seen Before 
The centra] question to ask abont President Trump's latest 
travel ban, which he issued on Siinday, is: Will it malte 
Americans safer? 

The answer, as best as anyone can teli based on publicly 
available Information, is no. 

Starring Oct. 18, the United States will pernianently bar 
entry to most citizens of seven countries — Iran, Libya. Syr-
ia, Yemen, Somalia. Chad and North Korea. Certain citizens 

front Iraq and Venezuela will face re-
The new strictions and heightened scrutiny. 
restrictions on M l " Trump justified these restric-
seven countries, tions — which target countries that ei-
mostly Muslim, ther failed or refused to meet new vet-
will not improve ting standards — by saying he was act-
on rigorous ing "to protect the security and inter-
procedures ests of the United States and its people." 
already in place. Americans should he skeprical. While it 

may appear more modulateci. Sunday's 
proclamation is a direct descendant of a centrai plank of Mr. 
Trump's campaign — bis cali for a "total and complete shut-
down" of Muslims entering the United States, which he 
made in 2015. and which reniained on bis campaign website 
as late as May. 

The list is alinosi identica] to the ban issued in January 
ali aro Muslim-majority countries with the exception of 

two additions, North Korea and Venezuela, both of which 
look a lot like window dressing. Annua] visa grants to North 
Koreans number in the dozens. while the bau in Venezuela 
applies only to officials from the governine!» of the Trump 
nemesis Nicolas Maduro, along with their family memhers. 

Meanwhile, no citizen from the barred countries has 
carried out a fatai terrorist attack in the United States in the 
past two decades. That's in part because the "extreme vet-
ting" that Mr. Trump and his anti-immigration cabal have 
been hawking was already the law of the land. The United 
States subjects visa applicanf s to some of the most thorough 
and rigorous scrutiny in the worlcl. The risk of a terrorist at
tack by a foreign-burn visitor who conici be stopped by these 
procechires is mimiscule. 

As one federai appeals court saicl in blocking the earlier 

ban, the adtiiinisiration has presetned no evidence that 
"present vetting standards are inadequate, and no finding 
that abseni the improved vetting procedttres there likely 
will be harm to our national interests." 

The new restrictions have. we're told. been informed by 
rational, evidence-based concerns about countries whose 
vetting procedures pose a true security threat to the United 
States. That might be enough for the ban to be upheld by the 
federai courts, which are as a rule very deferential to presi-
dential actions on iiiiniigraiion and national security. (On 
Monday, the Supreme Court, which was slated to bear chal-
lenges to the second ban on Oct. 10. removed the case from 
its calendar and ordered tlie parties to stibmit briefs on 
whether the new ban mnkes the case moot.) But considered 
in the broader context of Mr. Trump's own remarks — most 
recently, his cali for a "far larger, tougher and more specific" 
travel ban — it's hard to see how this latest version breaks 
mtich new ground. 

This shows why it is so damaging to have a fundamen-
tally untrustworthy coiiimander in chief. Ali presidents 
must make hard choices about security, and ali administra-
tions have faced the intransigence or incompetence of for-
eign governments when it Comes to fighting terrorista, But 
when the president has freely spouted his own longstanding 
animus coward adherents of one of the woiid's major reli-
gions. bis actions — which include, in addition to the travel 
ban, a pervasive hostility toward immigration — must be 
evaluated against that backdrop. 

In the end. debating whether Sunday's travel ban is 
fairer or better thought out Ihan its predecessors is beside 
the point. Its politicai function is the sanie — the latest gam-
bit in a cynical, unceasing effort by an embattled president 
to inflame public fears and woo the xenophobes in bis base. 
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Three-way talks. Al l iance-bui lding 

Outcome points to Jamaìca coalition 
Mosi likely oplion is named 

after the party coloitrs of the 

CDL1/CSU, Greens and FDP 
T O B I A S B U C K - B E R L I N 

Angela Merkel started her election cam-
paign hoping f or a wealth of options for 
forming a coalition government — troni 
a rcpeal of the grand coalition wilh the 
Social Democrats to allìances with 
eithcr the centrist Free Democrats or 
tlie Green party. After Sunday night, the 
chanccllor's dance card contains just 
one Dame; Jamaica. 

The name for a three-way combina-
tion betwcen Ms Merkel's conservative 
CDU/CSU bloc, the FDP and the Greens 
dcrivcs from the parties' black, ycilow 
and green colours, thosc of the Carib-
bean island's (lag. But it could just as 
well describe the exotic nature of a polit
icai alliance that would bring together 
Green eco-warriors, free market cham-
pions within the FDP, the staunchly con
servative Christian Social Union from 
Bava ria and a veteran Christian Demo-
crat chancellor humbled by the CDU's 
worst election resull since 1949. 

Gennany and Europe would be wise 
to prepare lor months ol wrangling, 
even it the pressure to succccd is al ready 
building. "It will be hard and it will get 
haìry. But in the end therc is no alterna 
ti ve. Citizens would not understand if at 
the end of the day there is no coalition," 
said Volker Kronenberg, professor of 
politics at Bonn University. 

The potentini pitfalls are as plentiful 
as they are evident. From climate 
change and the future of the car indus-
try to eurozone reform and energy poi 
ìcy, from Germany's approach to the ref-
ugee crisis to the country's stance 
towards Russia, tlie parties have long 
adopted wildly contrasting positions. 
And whiletheCDUand CSU bave tradi-
tionally formcd a joìnt group in par ha-
mcnt they do not always sec eyc to eye, 
meaning the fortheoming talks wil l 
often pit not threc but (our parties 
against one another. 

The Bavarians are licking their 
wounds after a poor resull on Sunday 
and looking ahead nervously to next 
year's rcgional election. On core issues 
such as refugee policy and migraiion, 
CSU leaders will want to drive a hard 
bargain and defend their right flank 
against the Alternative for Germany. 

For ali their previous doubts, the 
Greens seem determined to give 
Jamaica a try. Emboldened by a better-
than-expected result. party leaders yes-
terday placed notable emphasis on tlie 
need to forni a stable government and 
their sense of duty. "The key word is 
responsibility. We are deeply aware of 
our own responsibility" Ccm Ozdemir, 
one of the Greens' co-leaders, said. 

The FDP, in contrast, is likely to 
approach coalition talks in a more hesi-
tant fashion. The Free Democrats have 
not forgotten their experience in 2013, 
when voterà booted theni OUt after (our 
years as junior partner in a Merkel-led 
government. "We know what awaits us," 
a party f unctionary noled grìmly al the 

FDP election night celebratimi in Berlin. 
"A coalition with tlie CDU would have 
been dif f id i l i enough. Bringing the 
Greens into i l makes it even harder." 

Policymakers in Brussels and Paris 
will be particularly concemed about the 
FDP's voice in the fortheoming debate 
over reforming the eurozone. 

Christian Lindner, the party's chief, 
has repeatedly ruled out a substantial 
new eurozone fund - an idea likely lo bc 
at the centre of Frances refomi pian. On 
Sunday night, with most votes eounted 
and the party's return to the Bundestag 
assured, he stili dcclincd to moderate 
his language. "A [eurozone] budget 
from which money would flow to France 
to finance state consumplìon or lo Italy 
to compensate for the economie policy 
failure of Mr Berlusconi is unthinkable." 

Yesterday, howevcr, Mr Lindner and 
other party chiefs were carcful not to 
sound too demanding, stressing the 
need for a strong Frante and for trusl 
between the prospective aliies in Berlin. 
"[Buildinga coalition] is not just about 
substance, it is also about atmospheiics. 
I l would therefore be wrong to poison 
the atmosphere," said Nicola Beer, tlie 
FDP general seeretary, when asked to 
explain her party's differences with the 
Greens. 

FDP and Green leaders were also keen 
to highlight areas of agreement. Both 
parties want to reform the education 
system, invest in fibre-optic cables, 
strengthen citizens' rights and intro
duce an immigration law that would 
make it easier for skilled migrants to 
enter and work in Germany. 

Here, as on issues such as internai 
security and refugees, the CSU is 
certain to be the bigger obstacle. 

"Issues such as climate change, the 
environmenl, energy and transport pol
icy will ali be difficult. The Greens want 
to push for a phase-out of the internai 
combuslionengineand for closingcoal-
fired power plants. The FDP says: Not so 
fast. They are on the side of less rcgula-
tion and lower Laxes," said Prof Kronen
berg. 

Working tlirough these differences 
will take lime, possibly more than the 
three months it took in 2013 to get a new 
government. But judging by the meas-
ured words and conci liatory gestures 
the day after the election, the parties are 
more than willing to try. 

"Al ihe end of the day, ali sides should 
be able to compromise," Prof Kronen-
berg concluded. "None has placed hur-
dles that are so high that agreement is 
impossible." 

Angela Merkel is 
likely to open 
negotiations 
with the Greens* 
Ceni Ozdemir, 
left, and 
Christian 
Lindner of the 
Free Democrats, 
right - F T - n o n i * * 
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Independence 
Iraqi Kurds 
defy threats 
and go to polis 

Volers in Iraq s norlhern region of 
Kurdistan poured into polling 
slalions Lo casL their balloLs in a 
contenlious referendum on 
independence, despitc cscalating 
LhreaLs from Baghdad and 
neigh1x>uring states. 

Queues of eager volers arrived al 
pollingslations well before voUng 
started al 8am yestcrday. unbowed 
by Baghdad's move Lo block oil sold 
by the Kurdistan Regional 
Government and to take conLrol of 
tlie region's boider crossingsand 
river ix>rts. 

Iran showed iLs anger Lhat the 
referendum was going ahead by 
closìng Ìls airspace to the 
auLonomous Kurdistan region the 
day before the vote. 

Some 3.9m people are eligible to 
take pai! in the referendum in 
which Kurdish voters are expected 
overwhelmingly to back independence. 
Officials said the resulLs would l>e 
announced today. 

The referendum is complicated by 
some 15 "disputed areas" which are 
claimed by bolh Baghdad and the KRG 
— mosL nolably the oil-rich city of 
Kirkuk, where clashcs could break out 
between KRG forces and Iranian-

backed Iraqi mililias. 
The re bave been clashes in the town 

of Toz Khormatu, south-east of Kirkuk. 
which is split between Kurds and Iraqi 
Shia militias. Kirkuk itself is now under 
curfew. 

KRG officials say the vote will noi 
Lrigger independence bui will be a 
sLarting poi ni for negotiaLìons wilh 
Baghdad on separation. 

Turkey presidenl Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan yesLerday called the 
referendum "illegal, nuli and void" 
and threatened lo cut off the oil 
pipeline to Turkey that Iraqi Kurdistan 
relies on to reach inlernalional 
markels and generate up Lo 90 per 
cent of iLs revenues. 

"LeL's see where they are going to 
drain off Lne pelrol — we control the 
valve," he said. "Once you lurn off the 
valve, i l will beover." 

But international threats did little to 
dainp the mood in the KRG capila!, 
Erbil, where honking cars held flag-
wavingpassengers and fajiiiliesarrived 
togetlier al polling stations dressed in 
their finest. 

Others, like Fatima Maarouf, 50, 
wore black to honour parenLs, siblings, 
nephews and nieces killed by Iraqi 
forces under Saddam Ilussein's regime. 
" I carne Loday because f ve never seen 
any good in this life yet. Maybe I will 
under independence," she said. "1 don't 
know if I ' i l live unlil formai 
independence or noL, bui now I have 
hope the next generation will." 

The vote has a historic and 
emotional pulì for Iraqi Kurds, who 

suffered genocidal campaign.s and sarin 
gas attacks under Snddam's regime that 
killed and expelled Lens of ihousands. 
Critics say KRG officials played on 
these emotions to push a vote they say 
is poorly timed and could drag Lhem 
into regional conflict. 

Ncchirvan Bai-zani, KRG prime 
minister, said the measures adopted by 
Baghdad amounted to colleclive 
punishment similar to that used by the 
Saddam regime. But he vowed 
Kurdistan would remain a friend and 
stable partner to Turkey, which 
wai ned i l would lake "ali measures" 
under international law if the 
referendum threatened its national 
security. Erika Solomon, Erbil 

Pag. 3



Deloitte hit by cyber attack in blow 
fast-growing role as security adviser 

M A D I S O N M A R R I A G E — L O N D O N 

Deloitte has confirmed that hackers 
accessed data on an email platform, 
forcing the "big four" accounting firm 
to contact clients potentially affected 
by the cyber attack as well as govern-
ment authorities. 

The breach, described by Deloitte as a 
"cyber incident" and first reported by 
the Guardian newspaper, will come as a 
blow to the firm, which cites the cyber 
security advice it provides to large 
companies as one of its fastest-growing 
revenue streams. 

Deloitte, which audits large multina-
tional companies including Glaxo-
SmithKline, BAE and BP, did not give 
many details about the nature of the 
attack except for confirming that the 
hackers accessed an email platform. 

The firm, which this month reported 
record global revenues of $39bn, said 
in a statement that the breach had 
affected "only very few clients" and 
that "no disruption had occurred to 
client businesses, to Deloitte's ability 
to continue to service clients, or to 
consumers". 

Deloitte added that its response to the 

incident included mobilisinga team of 
cyber security and confidentiality 
experts inside and outside of the com
pany, alerting government authorities 
immediately after it became aware of 
the incident and contacting ali of the 
clients affected. 

It said: "Deloitte remains deeply com-
mitted to ensuring that its cyber secu
rity defences are best in class, to invest-
ing heavily in protecting confidential 
information and to continually review-
ingand enhancingcyber security." 

The breach has again demonstrated 
how vulnerable large professional Serv
ices firms are to cyber attacks. 

DLA Piper, one of the world's biggest 
law firms, said in July it was stili strug-
gling with the ef fects of a global cyber 
attack that blocked its employees from 
accessingemails and documents. 

In the US, credit reporting company 
Equifax is stili dealing with the fallout of 
a cyber attack that has threatened the 
personal details of up to 143m Ameri-
cans. The company faces state and fed
erai investigations and private lawsuits. 
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Golpe a la refundación de Europa 
Con los liberales en 
el Gobierno alemàn, 
la reforma de la UE 
lanzada por Macron 
se harà dificil 

ENRIC GONZÀLEZ PARIS 

CORRESPONSAL 

Llevamos una temporada oyendo 
hablar de «refundación» en la Union 
Europea. Lo mas probable es que 
sigamos con elio otra temporada, 
sin que ocurra mas que eso: oir ha
blar. El resultado de las elecciones 
alemanas asegura unas cuantas se-
manas, o mas bien meses, de parà-
lisis, porque la jefa, la canciller An
gela Merkel, no estarà para nada 
hasta que forme una coalición de 
Gobierno. Y si, corno parece segu-
ro, los liberales se integran en esa 
coalición, cualquier hipotética re
fundación, reforma o modificación 
modesta (necesariamente paralela 
a la negociación del Brexit) se harà 
tan dificil corno dolorosa. Los libe
rales alemanes ya han dicho que es-
tàn abiertos a cualquier diàlogo so-
bre la Union Europea, con la condi-
ción indispensable de que «cada uno 
pague sus deudas». En Francia, tra-

dicional pistón pequeno del eje do
minante y ahora motor del reformis-
mo comunitario, las noticias que Ue-
gan de Berlin suenan a catàstrofe. 

Emmanuel Macron basò su cam
pana hacia la presidencia en el eu
ropeismo. Y ganó. Pero prometió 
que las cosas iban a cambiar. Dio 
por hecho que Merkel le ayudaria 
a doblar el brazo de gobiernos co
rno el polaco para reescribir la di-
rectiva sobre trabajadores despla-
zados, gracias a la cual mas de 
300.000 obreros construyen en Fran
cia con los sueldos y cotizaciones 
sociales de su pais de origen (Polo
nia, por ejemplo); dio por conclui-
da la era de la austeridad (apoya un 
gran pian de inversiones para re-
lanzar el crecimiento y el empieo) 
y apostó por una ambiciosa estruc-
tura en torno al euro (establecimien-
to de un Fondo Monetario Europeo, 
creación de un ministro europeo de 
Finanzas) que asegurara, mas o me-
nos, tanto la supervivencia de la mo 
neda ùnica corno un mayor equili
brio entre el pais mas beneficiado 
por la union monetaria, Alemania, 
y los menos beneficiados, casi to-
dos los demàs. 

A Macron, que tanta fortuna tu-
vo en las elecciones presidenciales, 
parece habérsele acabado la racha. 
Especialmente en lo que se refiere 

a la Union Europea. El pasado dia 
7 pronunciò desde la Acrópolis de 
Atenas un discurso solemne y lar
gamente preparado sobre la refun
dación de las instituciones de la 
Union y la necesidad de una nueva 
politica, mas propensa a la inver-
sión que al recorte fiscal. 

El escenario, la hora (ideal para 
el telediario nocturno en Francia), 
el lugar, conformaban una ocasión 
histórica. Pero mientras Macron as-
cendia a la cuna de la civi-
lización europea, un pavo-
roso huracàn se llevaba por 
delante los departamentos france-
ses en el Caribe. Ninguna televisión 
hablò del discurso. La destinataria 
ùltima, Angela Merkel, tampoco 
prestò atención, ocupada corno es-
taba en su campana electoral. Fu e 
un intento fallido. 

Emmanuel Macron vuelve a in-
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PNV Y BILDU, OBSERVADORES 

Ignorada por el independentismo ca t ala ti, la consulta kurda 
contò con presencia vasca. Partido Nacionalista Vasco (PNV) y 
EH Bildu se e m o l a ro ti en el exiguo plantel de observadores 
internacionales. «Tenemos relaciones estrechas con el Partido 
Democràtico del Kurdistan [la formación de presidente 
kurdo iraqu i Masut! Barzani] desde el inicio de la democracia en 
Espana y los vinculos se hicieron aùn mas fuertes en tiempos de 
Sadam Husein», explicó a EL MUNDO Mikel Burzako, al frente 
del àrea de Exteriores del PNV. Por su parte, Jon Ina tri tu, 
senador de EH Bildu, rebajó las similitudes con el 'procés' 
ca la la n. « Nabla mos de una nación sin estado en el corazón de 
Europa y de la mayor nación sin estado del mundo en Oriente 
Medio. Mas alla, los paralelismos son complejos de hacer». / E C. 
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El Kurdistan 
vota en masa por 
la independencia 

Los kurdos de Irak desaffan la amenaza de 
sanciones de Bagdad, Teheran y Ankara 

FRANCISCO CARRION ERBIL (IRAK) 
A I mal tìempo, buena cara. Los kur-
doiraquies votaron ayer en masa 
ataviados con sus prendas mas 
pomposas, su colección de vestìdos 
tradicionales y su ilimitada pasión 
por los uniformes militares. Un re-
curso a la naftalina y al r incón del 
armario reservado a las grandes 
ocasiones para desfilar por un refe
rendum de independencia cuya de-
safiante ce lebrac ión amenaza con 
descargar sobre la región una ristra 
de sanciones y un aislamiento dicta-
do por el Gobierno centrai iraqui y 
los vecinos Iran y Turquia. 

«Estoy pletòrica. Por fin, seremos 
un pais corno cualquier otro. Ten-
dremos los mismos derechos que 
cualquier ciudadano del m u n d o » , 
esbozó Iman Yunes, una funciona-
ria treinteanera que arrastraba sus 
mejores galas a primera a primera 
hora de la mariana por su centro de 
votación, ubicado en un colegio de 
las afueras de Erb i l , la capital del 
Kurdistan iraqui. 

Aunque los resultados definitivos 
no se esperan hasta hoy, el baie -si, 
en kurdo- a la independencia no tu-
vo ayer la mas ligera competencia. 
«Aqui todos sofiamos con ser un Es-
tado», reconocia Sinan Kamal, uno 
de los empleados pùblicos encarga-
dos de velar por un proceso que re
gistrò un 78% de participación. Una 
unanimidad que lleva semanas em-
papelando Erbil y que ayer alcanzó 
incluso un hotel de cinco estrellas 
de la capital, por el que procesiona-
ron los altos cargos del Gobierno 
acompanados por su troupe de es-
posas y retonos. 

«No puedo votar porque soy de-
masiado pequeno pero estoy feliz. 
Espero que haya pronto un Kurdis
tan independ ien te» , voceó un chi-
quillo vestido de domingo mirando 
hacia la comitiva de periodistas y 
càmaras que -confinados al otro la-
do de un co rdón de seguridad- ob-
servaba al cortejo. Entre los distin-

guidos asistentes figuraba una plé-
yade de politicos internacionales 
invitados por Erbil y convencidos de 
la causa kurda liderada por el ex 
ministro de Exteriores francés Ber
nard Kouchner. 

Desde un sa lón contiguo, el p r i 
nter minis t ro Nechirvan Barzani 
t r a t ó de apaciguar la cascada de 
reacciones de los paises vecinos que 
se sucedieron durante toda la Jorna
da. «No somos ni seremos nunca 
una amenaza para la seguridad na-
cional de Turquia», declaró el sobri-
no del presidente. Bagdad, Teheran 
y Ankara cruzaron llamadas y acor-
daron adoptar «medidas coordina-
das» ante Io que consideran un 
asunto in temo que puede agitar a 
sus propias minorias kurdas. El pre
sidente turco Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
anunció vagamente «la clausura de 
las fronteras»; amagó con «cerrar el 
grifo» del pe t ró leo - l a mayoria de 
los 600.000 barriles de crudo que 
despacha a diar io el Kurdis tan se 
exporta a través de un oleoducto en 
dirección a Turquia- y no descar tó 
una in te rvención militar. Iran, por 
su parte, indicò que los bordes si-
guen abiertos. «Por el momento, so
lo la frontera aèrea entre Iran y està 
región ha sido clausurada», admitió 
la diplomacia irani. Desde Bagdad, 
en calidad de comandante en jefe 
de las fuerzas armadas. A l Abadi , 
o r d e n ó el despliegue de tropas en 
las zonas disputadas para «proteger 
a los ciudadanos de las amenazas y 
las presiones que podrian afrontar 
en las zonas bajo control de la re
gión». En Kirkuk , una de las à reas 
bajo litigio, un toque de queda entro 
en vigor «has ta nuevo aviso» a las 
18.00 horas, tras el cierre de los cen-
tros de votación. 

Una tensión credente que, a ùlti
ma hora de la tarde, reiterò la ONU. 
Un portavoz del secretarlo general 
advirtió de «los potenciales efectos 
desestabilizadores del plebiscito». 
Unos avisos internacionales que en 

el barrio de Ankawa, hogar de los 
cristianos que abandonaron el res
to de Irak desde el ocaso de Sadam 
Husein en 2003, nadie parecia dis-
puesto a escuchar. «Me siento segu-
ra aqui. Nuestra siruación es total
mente diferente a la de los cristia
nos que habitan otras zonas del 
pais», manifestò la asiria Hana Ha-
ni , una contable de 30 anos en el 
jardin de una escuela poco antes de 
que hasta el mismisimo arzobispo 
caldeo de Erbil, Bashir Warda, de-
positara en la urna una papeleta es
enta en cuatro idiomas -kurdo, àra
be, siriaco y turco-. 

«125.000 cristianos huyeron del 
Estado Islàmico y hallaron refugio 
aqui con el apoyo del Gobierno re-
gional . Todas las demandas que 
presentamos para un hipotético es
tado del Kurdistan han sido inclui-
das en el borrador inicial de Consti-
tuc ión», c o m e n t ó el prelado antes 
de abandonar el complejo escoltado 
por un grupo de monjas. A unos 
metros, la familia de la cristiana Ro-
nak festejaba una Victoria anuncia-
da, repleta de interrogantes. Uno de 
sus hijos correteaba con un unifor
me pesfimerg-a (el ejército de facto 
del Kurdistan iraqui). «Le fascinan 
los peshmerga. Si Dios quiere, vere-
mos un Kurdistan libre». 

Erdogan amaga 
con cortar el grifo 
del petróleo y no 
descarta intervenir 

La ONU advierte 
del «potencial 
desestabilizador 
del plebiscito» 
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Un ciudadano kurdoiraqui innesti a su s deci o s ma neh ados de tinta después de votar, ayer en Kirkuk, en el referèndum de independencia. AHMAD A L - R U B A Y E / A F P 

UNA REGION CONFLICTIVA 

Kurdistan iraqui Àreas con población kurda 

FUENTE: Elaboración propia. EL MUNDQ 
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LUIGI DI MAIO Lider y candidato del Movimiento 5 Estrellas 

"Si la UE no escucha, el ùltimo 
recurso es salir del euro" 

DANIEL VERDÙ. Rimini 

Luigi di Maio tiene solo 31 anos y 
la ùnica experiencia politica de 
una legislatura corno ci vicepresi
dente de la c à m a r a de Diputados 
m à s j o v e n de la historia. Pero des-
de el pasado sàbado es el lider del 
Movimiento 5 Estrellas. el partido 
con mayor in tenc ión de volo para 
las p róx imas elecciones (previs-
tas en primavera), y ci candidato 
a primer ministro. Su partido aspi
ra a pasar de la protesta a un dis-
curso politico que perniila geslio-
nar un pais que ha lenido 64 Go-
biernos en 70 anos (3 eri es tà legis
latura) y en ci que ci desc réd i to 
de los partidos tradicionalcs —si 
es que existe tal cosa todavia en 
Italia— aumenta sus posibilida-
des. Mas alla de ese escenario, Di 
Maio d i a r i a durante 13 minu-
tos con EL PAIS— deb era pilotar 
un partido profundamentc ligado 
a la figura profetica de su funda-
dor, el còmico Beppe Grillo, cuyo 
sector mas ortodoxo ya ha empe-
zado a cuestionar su auLoridad. 

Prcgunta. Usted es ahora tam-
bién el nuevo lider politico, algo 
que ha levantado criticas de algu-
nos sectores de su partido y que 
rebaja la influcncia de Gril lo. 
^Qué bara él ahora? 

Respuesta. Sera el garante. M i 
puesto no servi rà para cambiar el 
movimiento, sino el pais. Està da
rò que m i función sera presentar 
listas, programa y Ilevar addante 
la linea del movimiento. 

P. M5S y PD tienen, segùn son-
deos. el mismo n ù m e r o de votan-

tes. Pero en sus primarias han 
participado 37.000 personas y en 
las del partido de Renzi acudie-
ron 2 millones. Parecen pocos pa
ra hablar de democracia interna. 

R. En el PD vota quien quiere, 
no hace falla sei mili tante. En 
nuestro caso lo hacen las perso
nas his tór icas del movimiento ins-
critas en la plataforma desde 
siempre. Gada uno representa a 
una comunidad de trabajo en ci 
terr i torio. Dicho esto, lo que debe 
interesarnos no son los n ù m e r o s 
de las primarias, sino los que jun -
taremos en las elecciones. 

P. Usted tiene 31 anos y un 
mandato de experiencia politica. 
<<Gómo supl i rà esa carencia? 

R. La experiencia politica no 
significa estar decadaseli las insti-
tuciones, que muchas veces te ha
cen perder el sentido de la reali-
dad. Experiencia, capacidad y 
compelencia son fuiidameiilales, 
pero no son nada sin scnsibilidad 
polìtica. Los técnicos demostra-
ron en Italia que solo con la expe
riencia podian hacer mucho dano 
en temas corno los pensionistas, a 
quienes deslruyeron la vida. 

P. Segùn las normas del M5S, 
solo pueden permanecer en politi
ca dos mandatos. Usted lleva uno. 
De modo que si sale elegido solo 

Ritaglio stampa ad uso esclusivo del destinatario 

Pag. 2



podrà ejercer una legislatura. 
<;.No le convertirla eso en un pri
nter ministro de transición? 

R. No, porque nunca hemos 
pensado estar eternamente en po
litica. Considerar la politica corno 
una carrera la ha destruido. Si la 
consideramos conio un mandalo 
limitado, un connato a tiempo l i -
mitado con los ciudadanos para 
obtcner resultados, ticnes mas 
prisa por realizarlo. 

P. Ùlt imamente ha ido al l'oro 
empresarial de Cernobbio y man
tiene relaciones con el Vaticano. 
lE\ M5S también necesita al esta
blishment para gobernar? 

R . El establishment ha perdido 
rnucho poder en Italia. Hoy hay 
grandes lobbies que condicionan 
la vida de los parados. Y hablare-
mos con todos, respctando la di-
versidad. Pero con la conciencia 
de que es la politica la que decide. 
Piense la iniluencia que tiene el 
lobby bancario sobre Italia, a 
quien ha dado rniles de millones 
de euros para rescatcs sin pedir 

"Nos podemos fijar 
en las politicas 
económicas que 
ha hecho Espana" 

"Hay grandes 
'lobbies' que 
condicionan la vida 
de los partidos" 

"Los bancos 
rescatados 
en Italia deberian 
nacionalizarse" 

nada a cambio. Esos bancos de-
ben nacionalizarse. 

P. Tendrà que convcnccr a los 
tradicionales poteri forti italianos. 

R. En el referèndum italiano 
se demostró: enlonces el establish
ment italiano estaba del lado del 
si, todos los medios cstaban con 
esa opción. Pero ganó el no con 
un 60%. Intentar convencer a 
esos lobbies es somelerse. Gana-
ràs, pero no cambiaràs nada. 

P. A esos lobbies también preo-
cupa su vision sobre Europa. iEn 
qué beneficiaria salir del euro, co
rno ustedes defìenden, si no se 
atienden sus demandas de rei'or-
ma sobre decenas de tratados? 

R. No debe considerarse en tér-
minos de beneficio la salida, sino 
que se puedan modificar algunos 
tratados sobre el Fiscal compact, 
los eurobonos, los intercambios 
comerciales con algunos paises 
que nos restan competitividad. Es 
un beneficio pedir al BCE que no 
haga solo politica para las finan-
zas, sino para los territorios. Lue-

go lo del euro es el ùl t imo recur-
so ligado a una UE que no quie-
re escuchar. Llegados a ese pun
to, sàlvese quien pueda. Si no, 
Italia no saldrà bicn parada. El 
objetivo es salvar el pais. 

P. El otro dia leimos que su 
modelo politico es Ilajoy. 

R. Lo que dije es que bay pai
ses conto Espana que logran oble-
ner resultados económicos mas 
altos porque han hecho una serie 
de politicas en las que uno se puc-
dc fijar. No es que se haya inventa-
do nada. pero ha convencido a la 
Comisión Europea para superar 
el 3% de déficit... o las politicas 
estructurales de inversión en las 
empresas. Y esas cosas podemos 
intentar haccrlas en Italia. 

j 

Luigi di Maio, durante una entrevista el do mingo en Rimìni..- MAX <mss. ( W u 
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El embajador saliente acusa 
a Espana de ceder a la presión 
de Trump para echarle 
El embajador que abrió la 
legación de Corea del Norte 
ante el Reino de Espana, Kim 
Hyok-chol, dedicò ayer la que 
posiblemente sea su ùltima 
comparcccncia ante la prensa 
antes de abandonar el pais a 
criticar al Gobierno por decre
tar su cxpulsión. Kim acusó al 
Ejecutivo de sumisión y de 
"echar lena al fuego rendido a 
la locura de EE UU" y enmarcó 
la decisión gubcrnamcntal no 
en las cada vez mas frecuentes 
pruebas nucleares y balisticas 
del régimen de Pyongyang y las 
consiguientes sanciones, sino 
en los preparat ivos de la visita 
que el presidente Mariano 
Rajoy harà boy en la Casa Bian
ca a su homólogo, Donald 
Trump, a quien Uamó "el hom-
bre de Twitter". 

"Espana tiene el honor de ha-
berse rendido a la coacción de 
EE UU mas que nadie en Euro
pa" por habcrlc dcclarado 

persona non grata y haber 
ordenado que salga para el dia 
30, di jo Kim, quien compareció 
en el chalé de una urbanización 
de Madrid que alberga la emba-
jada. Espana tomo cstas medi-
das en represalia tras la sexta 
prueba nuclear. 

El diplomàtico norcoreano 
aseguró que la posición espaiio-
la "empezó a cambiar brusca
mente" cuando ci ministro de 
Exteriores, Alfonso Dastis, se 
rcunió en Washington con el 
secretano de Estado, Rex Tiller-
son, a lìnalt's de junio para 
preparar la visita. Ademàs de 
Espana, Kuwait, Mexico y Perù 
han expulsado a los embajado-
res. Egipto, Filipinas y Uganda 
han rebajado sus relaciones 
diplomàticas, segùn un recuen-
to realizado por la agencia 
Reuters. 

La apertura de la Embajada en 
Madrid en 2013 formò parte de 

la ofensiva diplomàtica empren-
dida por Kim Jon-un tras su 
llegada al poder en 2011. La 
capital espanola fue elegida en 
buena medida porque alberga 
tambicn la sede de la Organi/a 
ción Mundial del Turismo 
(OMT). Los turistas son, junto a 
las remesas de los trabajadores 
norcoreanos en el exterior, una 
de las fuentes de las ansiadas 
divisas./ NAIARA GALARRAGA 
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Corea del Norte considera que 
EE UU ha declarado la guerra 

JAN M. AHRENS / S. POZZI. Washington / Nueva York 
La csi n i icjiiii de la tens ión a la que se han lanzado 
Washington y Pyongyang ha marcado un nuevo 
limite. Si ci sàbado los bombardcros cstadouniden 
scs se hicicron sentir cn la tronferà de Corca del 
Norte, ayer ci ministro de Extcriorcs norcorcano, 

Ri Yong-ho, cons iderò una "dcclaración de guerra" 
las invectivas de Donald Trump a su pais y dct'cn-
d io su derecho a dcrribar avioncs militarcs incluso 
fucra del espacio aereo nacional. Con las espadas 
cn alto, ci mundo asistc a un choque que, lejos de 
amainar, acrccicnta a diario ci espcctro nuclcar. 
E s el juego del terror. Trump y el 
Lider Supremo, Kim Jong-un, es
tati llevando su enfrentamiento a 
zonas abisrnales y ninguno pare-
ce dispuesto a parar. E l presiden
te de E E UU, a diferencia de su 
predecesor, no evita el cara a cara 
con su adversario norcoreano. 
Ficl a su genetica televisiva, le 
contesta sin mordazas, le ridiculi-
za y amenaza. Ha hecho de la rea-
lidad un show, una pelea que en 
muchas ocasiones parece sacaela 
de un piato de medianoche. 

Ante la Asamblea General de 
la ONU, Trump a m e n a z ó la sema
na pasada con arrasar Corea del 
Norte: "No se puede aceptar que 
esa banda criminal se arme con 
misiles nucleares. Tenemos una 
gran paciencia, pero si nos vemos 
obligados a defendernos o a defen
der a nuestros aliados no tendre-
mos otra opc ión ciue cieslruir 
completamente a Corea del Nor
te. E l Hombre Cohete està en mi-
sión suicida consigo mismo". 

Dos dias después, dio otra vuel

ta de tuerca y ordenó estrangular 
la economia norcoreana con una 
nueva tanda de sanciones. Y el sà
bado, para completar el cerco, en-
vió a sus bombardcros B T B , con 
capacidad nuclcar, a sobrcvolar 
aguas internacionales muy cerca 
de la tronferà, mas al norte de la 
zona desmilitarizada de lo que ja-
m à s n ingùn avión militai estado-
unidense haya pasado en todo el 
siglo XXI. Washington habia mos-
trado los dientes. 
El aumento de la tensión 
No menos virulento ha sido el tira
li ico regimen norcoreano. Tras 
probar a principios de mes una 
bomba de hidrógeno en el subsue-
lo, cruzó el espacio aèreo japonés 
con un mi sii y hace una semana 

a m e n a z ó con ensayar cn el Pacifi
co su mayor arma de destrucción 
masiva. Todo elio sin dejar de 
anunciar que iba a "domar con 
l'uego al desequilibrado y viejo 
chocho" de Trump. 

Pocos saben hasla dónde pue
de llcgar la tensión. E l ù l t imo gol
pe lo ascstó ayer el ministro de 
Extcriores norcorcano, Ri Yong-
ho. E n una declaración en Nueva 
York, el diplomàtico volvió a abrir 
la espita del miedo: " E E UU nos 
ha declarado la guerra y tenemos 
derecho a tornar medidas, corno 
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dcrribar a bombardcros cstratégi-
cos cstadounidenses incluso si no 
estàn dentro de las t'ronleras aé-
reas de nuestro pais". 

Ante el cariz que tomaba la 
escalada, el embajador chino an
te la ONU, Lu Jicyi, intento un 
llamamiento a la tranquilidad 
que no hizo sino subir mas la tem
peratura: "Queremos que esto se 

calme. Se està volvicndo demasia-
do peligroso y no le interesa a na-
die. Esperamos que ambos vean 
que no hay otro camino que las 
negociacioncs; la alternativa cs ci 
desastre". 

Las amenazas de Corea del 
Norie, en especial la acusación de 
declaración de guerra, lajante-
mente negada por la Casa Bianca, 
estaban medidas para desatar el 

pànico, esa materia de la que se 
nutre el hermético régimen, pero, 
corno ya ha ocurrido otras veces, 
lainbién aumentali la incògnita 
sobre la resolución del conllicto. 

El Departamenlo de Estado 
confia en reducir a Kim .Tong-un 
mediante el estrangulamiento 
econòmico. Con apoyo de China, 
cree que Pyongyang acabarà ce-
diendo corno lo hizo en su dia 
Iran. Pero la constante agitación 
verbal, el crescendo de ensayos nu-
cleares y ahora el inicio del baile 
militar hacen temer que està es
trategia pueda verse desbordada 
en cualquier momento. El régi
men ha moslrado una l 'ènea de-
terminación en desarrollar un mi
si] nuclcar con capacidad para al-
canzar EE UU. Y las sancioncs no 

han logrado frenar su avance. 
La posibilidad de que el pulso 

derive en una intei vención mili
tar, aunque sea quirùrgica, puede 
dar al trastc con los esfuerzos di-
plomàticos. Ni la sanguinaria per-
sonalidad del Lidcr Supremo ni la 
impredecibilidad de Trump ayu-
dan a evitar un hipotético choque. 

El ministro de Exteriores norcoreano, Ri Yong-ho, seguido por su intèrprete ayer en Nueva York. / R I C H A R D - ) R F W ( A P ) 
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Trump suma a Venezuela y Corea 
del Norte al nuevo veto migratorio 
La ordcn afccta a ocho paiscs, pero se Ics otorga un trato difercntc 

J. MARTINEZ AHRENS, Washington 
Donald Trump ha levantado otro 
muro. Expirada la vigencia del po
lèmico veto migratorio, el presi
dente lo ha recmplazado con un 
texto de caràcter indefinido, que 
suina tres nuevos paises (Chad, 
Corea de Norte y Venezuela) e im
pone masivas restricciones de en-
trada a EE UU. El mayor impacto 
lo sufriràn los ciudadanos de 
Iran, Libia, Siria, Yemen, Somalia, 
Chad y Corea del Norte, mientras 
que en el caso de Venezuela el ve
to recaerti en cargos gubei namen-
tales y sus l'amilias. "Hacer Ameri
ca mas scgura es mi prioridad nù
mero uno. No admitiremos el in-
greso de aquellos que no poda-
mos escrutar con certidumbre", 
proclamò Trump. 

La nueva orden se harà decli
va el próximo 18 de octubre. A 
difercncia de la antcrior, que solo 
tenia una duración de tres meses, 
està carece de plazo. La lista, de la 
que ha quedado mera Sudan, sera 
revisada cada 100 dias y la salida 
de ella dependerà, seguii la Admi-
nistración de Trump, de la mcjo-
ra en los "problemas detectados". 

En la sclección de los ocho pai
ses, la Casa Bianca asegura que 
ha empleado un triple criterio: el 
riesgo que entrafian para la segu-
ridad nacional, la fiabilidad de los 
pasaportes y documentos de iden-
tidad, y la fìuidez en el intercam
bio de inlòrmación sobre sospe-
chas lerroristas y antecedentes. 

Un cambio basico respecto a 
la primera orden radica en que 

cada nación es tratada de forma 
diferenciada. Venezuela lo ilus-
tra. La prohibición de entrada se 
basa en los lallos en el flujo de 
inlòrmación arititerrorista y la fal
ba de cooperación de Caracas a la 
hora de comprobar ricsgos para 
la seguridad nacional. "Esto no 
impide, sin embargo, que se pue-
da verificar por fuenles alternali-
vas la ciudadania e identidad de 
los venezolanos. Por tanto, las res
tricciones impuestas en està pro-
clamación se centran en los car
gos del Gobierno de Venezuela 

responsables de los lallos detecta
dos", indica la orden. Pese a està 
reducción del perimetro de la res-
tricción, ci texto advierte que los 
poseedores de visados seràn so-
metidos a medidas adicionales. 

Mas radicai es el Irato a Corea 
del Norte. Washington considera 
que no cumple ninguno de los cri-
tcriosy, por tanto, proliibc ci paso 
a sus ciudadanos, ya sean inmi-
grantes o no. Iran también suite 
un velo casi absoluto, aunque se 
pennite que prosigan los progra-
mas de intercambio de estudios. 
Y en el caso de los somalies se les 
impide emigrar, pero se les autori-
za la visita bajo fuertes controles. 
Mas filtros 
El alcance completo de las restric-
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ciones se conocerà con el paso de 
los dias. El primer veto, emitido el 
pasado 27 de enero, desató una 
gigantesca ola de protestas. La 
amplitud de las restricciones, su 
sesgo islamófobo y el propio vi-
triolo de Trump mostraron al 
mundo el rostro mas feroz y xeno
fobo de la nueva Administración. 

El rechazo fue recogido por los 
jueces de primera instancia y dio 
pie a una casi inmediata paraliza-
ción del veto. La Casa Bianca res-
pondió con una versión mas mo-
derada. Pero nuevamente fue fre-
nada en apelación. Solo la entra-
da en juego del Tribunal Supre
mo, después de la designación del 
conservador Neil Gorsuch, desblo-
qucó la orden. 

La corte, aunque impuso limi-

taciones, admitió corno argumen-
to la amenaza para la seguridad y 
concedió que el interés nacional 
debia prevalecer sobre el posiblc 
dafìo que pudiese causar el veto. 

Ahora, la Casa Bianca ha pre-
sentado el recambio. El ùltimo 
texto ha pasado mas filtros inter-
nos y su lectura revela una mayor 
elaboración. Aunque sigue siendo 
implacable con los emigrantes de 
los paises vetados, se advierte un 
lenguaje alejado de la retòrica 
presidencial y, sobre todo, el inten
to de superar escollos judiciales. 
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Los kurdos de Irak 
votan a favor de 
la independencia en 
desafìo al Gobierno 

ANGELES ESPINOSA. Erbil 
El Kurdistan iraqui celebro aver su referendum de independencia sin 
incidentcs dignos de mcnción. A pesar de la tcnsión en las "zonas cn 
disputa" y de las advertencias del Gobierno centrai, los paiscs vecinos 
y la coni unht;ul internacional, la voiación transcurrió cn un ambiente 
l'estivo y con una clcvada participación. Uusionados e incluso desa-
fiantcs, los kurdos acudicron a las urnas convencidos de haccr histo-
ria y de impulsar ci proceso que Ics llcvara a tener pasaporte propio. 

"Toda la gente de Kurdistan està 
feliz con està ocasión. Hemos ve-
nido a votar sf, declara exultante 
Aryan Hamad, de 24 anos y estu-
diante de ingenieria agricola, en 
un colegio electoral de Erbil. La 
acompaiian su madre, una her-
mana y una prima. Todas exhi-
ben orgullosas el indice impreg-
nado de tinta que prueba su parti
cipación. "Mi padrey mis hcrma-
nos vinieron a primera hora", 
aclara. Los centros de voto son 
mixtos aunque a la puerta de las 
salas donde se encuentra cada 
mesa, ambos sexos esperan turno 
cn fi las separadas. 

Las colas se fucron alargando 
segùn avanzaba el dia, lo que obli-
gó a ampliar la votación una hora 
basta las siete de la tarde. Antes 
de la extensión. la participación 
alcanzaba el 78%, segu n la cadena 
de televisión Rudaw. Sin embar
go, el entusiasmo era dcsigual. En 
Suleimaniya, centro tradicional 
de la oposición y que ha aglutina-
do un movimiento para que se re-
trasara ci referendum, la asistcn-
cia fue menos nutrida. En todo 
caso, y a pesar de que los analis-
tas consideran que el enclave no 
està maduro corno Estado. se es
pera un còmodo triunfo del si. 

"Si, he votado y votado sf, res-

pondia orgidlosa Shilan, un ama 
de casa de 35 anos, a la vez que 
muestra su indice impregnado 
de tinta. "Queremos ser corno 
otros paiscs, que se nos reconoz-
ca nuestra identidad", explica. "Si 
tuviera miedo. no estaria aqui", 
deseslirna cuando se le rnencio-
nan las amenazas de Iran y Tur-
quia de cercar la fronferà e inclu
so el oleoducto que permite la ex-
portación de petróleo. "Hemos su-
perado situaciones mas dilìciles", 
asegura, utilizando una frase que 
a lo largo del dia repiten nurnero-
sos entrevistados. 

El referèndum estaba abietto 
a todos los residentes registra-
dos, kurdos y no kurdos, mayores 
de 18 anos, tanto dentro de la re-
gión autònoma corno en las areas 
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colindantes que està reclama co
mò propias y sus fuerzas (los 
peshmerga) controlan desdc que 
ci Ejército iraqui se rct i ró ante ci 
avance del Eslado Islàmico (ISIS, 
por sus siglas en inglés) en 2014. 
En total, unos 5,2 millones. De 
hecho, la papeleta estaba escrita 
en cuatro idiomas: kurdo, à rabe , 
turco y asino. "iQuierc que la rc-
gión de Kurdistan y las à reas kur-
distanies mera de la región se 
conviertan en un pais indepen-
diente? SI / NO". 

"Naci aqui y tengo derecho a 
parlicipar", manifiesta tras depo
sitar su voto Taksim, un turcoma-
no que tiene una popular casa de 
comidas en el barrio de Mistawfi, 
a los pics de la Ciudadela de Er
bil. A difercncia de la mayoria de 
miembros de su comunidad que 
residen en Kirkuk. Taksim defien-
de la separación de Bagdad. En 
su opinion, todas las comunida-
des pueden convivir. 

Nagam y Hawrea nacieron en 
Bagdad y, sin embargo, aqui es-
tàn, aguan landò arregladisimas 
bajo el sol de media tarde para 
poder votar en el colegio declo
rai del Estadio Franso Harir i . Am-
bas son à rabes sunies, pero han 
cncontrado en Erbil la seguridad 
y la tranquilidad que les negò su 

ciudad nalal, algo que también 
valoran otras minorias corno los 
cristianos, los kakais o los sha-
baks. "Queremos la independen
cia de Kurdistan en tanto en 
cuanto no hayaextremismo ni ra-
cismo con tra el resto de los gru-
pos étnicos", expone Nagam, que 
ha montado un salón de belleza 
con el que saca addante a sus 
tres hijos. "Aqui nunca nos he
mos sentido discriminadas", con-
curre su amiga, que estudia inge
nieria eléctrica. 
Elevada participación 
La aclitud de Taksim, Nagam y 
Hawrea contrasta con el senli-
miento que à rabes y turcomanos 
exprcsan cn la contendida provin
cia de Kirkuk. De hecho, alli la 
mayoria de esas comunidades se 
oponian a la consulta. Las alega-
ciones de que algunos à rabes ha-
bian sido coaccionados para que 
votaran si', fueron respondidas 
por ci Gobierno centrai con el 
anuncio de un inmediato cnvio 
de tropas a las "zonas en dispu
la", que incluyen Kirkuk, Jana-
qin, Majmur. Sinjar y Yalaula. 

La inforrnación oficial daba 
una elevada participación cn to
das esas regiones, pero no desglo-
saba dónde se habian recogido 
los votos. Dadas las dificultadcs 

para inslalar las urnas en algu
nos de ellos y el hecho de que 
muchos de sus habitantes se en-
cuentran desplazados, se abrie-
ron colegios cspeciales corno el 
del Estadio Franso Hari r i cn Er
bil. Apenas una hora antes del cie-
rre de las umas, a ù n esperaban 
pacientemente para votar dos o 
tres ccntcnarcs de personas, co
rno las hermanas Rupak, Shano y 
Shehla Adii , originarias de Jana-
qin. "Queremos conseguir nues-
tros derechos. sino para nosotras 
para nuestros hijos". resumen. 
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Espana aportarà por primera vez 
fondos a la lucha contra el ISIS 
El Gobierno se plantea destinar 15 

MIGUEL GONZÀLEZ. Madrid 
Aunque Espana fo rma par te des-
de su nac imien to , en la c u m b r e 
de la O T A N en Gales (2014), de 
la C o a l i c i ó n I n t e r n a t i o n a l con
t r a el Daesh (ISIS, por sus siglas 
en inglcs) , hay u n cap i tu lo del 
que hasta ahora ha estado ausen-
te: la c o n t r i b u c i ó n e c o n ò m i c a 
para estabi l izar zonas de I r a k y 
Siria l iberadas del g r u p o yihadis-
ta. E l Gob ie rno se propone apro-
bar e s t à as ignatura pcnd icn tc 
con u n a p r i m e r a a p o r t a c i ó n de 
unos 15 mi l lones de euros. Es 
u n o de los compromisos que Ma
r i a n o Rajoy podr ia a sumi r hoy 
en su p r i m e r a entrevis ta c o n el 
pres idente de EE U U , Dona ld 
T r u m p , en la Casa Bianca. 

A u n q u e no pa r t i c i pa en los 
bonibardeos sobre el autodeno-
m i n a d o cablato. Espana es uno 
de los p r i m e r o s c o n t i ibuyentes 
a la c o a l i c i ó n m i l i t a r c o n t r a el 
Daesh, con 450 m i l i t a r e s y g u a r -
dias civi les dedicados a la ins-
t r u c c i ó n del E j é r c i t o y la pol ic ia 
i raquies. 

T a m b i é n con t r i buye activa-
mente a otros frentes en los que 
ac tuan los mas de 60 paises de 
la c o a l i c i ó n l iderada por Wa
sh ing ton : la lucha con t r a la radi -
c a l i z a c i ó n y el r e c l u t a m i e n l o ; el 

millones a la estabilización de Irak 
c o n t r o l de los coinbat ienles re-
tornados: y la n e u t r a l i z a c i ó n de 
las redes de f i n a n c i a c i ó n de l g ru 
po t e r ro r i s t a . 

Hasta ahora, s in embargo . Es
pana no ha c o n t r i b u i d o al capi tu
lo e c o n ò m i c o con ci que la coal i
c i ó n f inancia l a e s t a b i l i z a c i ó n 
de las zonas de donde han sido 
desalqjados los yihadistas . La 
acelerada p é r d i d a de base t e r r i -
l o r i a l de l Daesh hace. s in embar
go, que sea cada vez mas urgen
te la r e c o n s t r u c c i ó n de extensas 
à r e a s de I r a k y Siria. 

El Gobierno , s e g ù n las fuen-
les consul ladas, se p ropone par-
l i c ipa r en esa r e c o n s t r u c c i ó n y. 
a l'alta de que se c i e r r en de f in i t i 
vamente las cifras, se p lantea 
una a p o r t a c i ó n de unos 15 m i l l o 
nes de euros. E l hecho de que 
I r a k no f igure ent re los paises 
p r i o r i tarios de la c o o p e r a c i ó n es
p a n d a hab ia i m p e d i d o hasta 
ahora que se le des l ina ran fon
dos, salvo la ayuda a l imen ta r i a . 

A d e m à s de este c o m p r o m i s o 
e c o n ò m i c o con la c o a l i c i ó n con
t ra el Daesh hay ot ros m é r i t o s 
que Rajoy p o d r à e x h i b i r ante 
T r u m p ; el mas r eden te , la expul-
s ión del embajador de Corea del 
N o r i e en Espana por sus prue-
bas mis i l i s t icas y nucleares. Co-
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mo aclaró la jefa de la diploma-
eia europea, Federica Mogheri-
ni, se trató de una deeisión espa
nda, no de un aeuerdo de la UE. 

Rajoy también promueve en 
la UE una politica mas dura ha-
cia el régimen venezolano, con 
la imposición de sanciones selec-
tivas e individualizadas: y està 
dispuesto a incrementar mode-
radamente, en unos 50 instruc-

tores militares, el contingente 
espanol en Afganistàn. Son to-
das ellas decisiones que deben 
compiacer a Trump. 
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El Kurdistan ìraqui celebra su 
referèndum corno una Victoria 

Tranquilidad en la votación por la independencia pese a las amenazas de Bagdai 

CATALINA CÓMEZ 

Kirkuk (Irak) 
Enviada especial 

Después de semanas de discusio-
nes, amenazas de envios de tro-
pas e intentos por destituir al go-
bierno locai, ni los mismos kur-
dos de Kirkuk podian creer aver 
que el referendum de autodeter-
minación del Kurdistan iraqui 
habia podido celehrarse, y mucho 
menos en su ciudad, donde su 
realización estuvo en vilo hasta el 
ùltimo minuto. 

La jornada transcurrió en cal
ma a pesar de que Irak habia de-
clarado la consulta ilegal, la pre
si òri internacional era altisima y 
las milicias chiies a las órdenes 
de Bagdad amenazaban con in
tervenir. Que se pudiera votar me 
una Victoria de las autoridades 
kurdas y de un pueblo de unos 40 
millones de personas repartido 
en cuatro paises que, al caer el 
imperio otomano, no pudo dotar-
sc de un E sta do propio. 

La participación, seguii la ca-
dena Rudaw, alcanzó el 7 8 % y el 
resultado, que se conocera den
tro de dos dias, augura un amplio 
apoyo al si a la independencia. 

El referèndum no es vinculante 
y el presidente, Masud Barzani, 
lo utilizarti para negociar la sece-
sión con Bagdad. 

Desde tempranas horas de la 
mariana, la asistencia a las urnas 
tue una fiesta acompanada con 
mùsica tradicional kurda. 

"Yo sabia que algùn dia iba a 
llegar este momento -dijo una 
mujer que dijo llamarse Dela-

ram-. Estoy feliz por nuestros 
antepasados". Como muchas 
otras mujeres que ayer asistieron 
a votar, iba vestida con uno de los 
trajes largos y coloridos tradicio-
nalcs. Mas que un dia elcctoral, 
los barrios kurdos de Kirkuk vi-
vian un pequeno Nuruz, el aiìo 
nuevo, que se celebra en el equi-
noccio primaveral y Uena estas 

tierras de banderas, bailes y colo-
res. 

En Basliid Awa, uno de los en-
claves kurdos mas tradicionales, 
las familias liacian cola para pa-
sar el control de seguridad. Asad 
Yabadi, miembro de la comisión 
electoral, contaba que ayer mis-
mo, después de una larga reunión 
entre re prese ntantes de las dife
re ntes comunidades de Kirkuk, 
que incluye a turcomanos y ara-
bes, se acordó celebrar el referen
dum. Los peshmergas kurdos 
ocupan Kirkuk desde el verano 
del 2014, pero la ciudad no està 
dentro de la región. "Fue un tìli-
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vio para todos, era lo que tenia 
que hacerse", dijoYabadi. La pre
sunta del referendum incluia a 
las regione s kurdas fuera del 
Kurdistan y anticipaba su incor-
poración al nuevo Estado. 

Kirkuk, multicultural y rica en 
petróleo, es una de las ciudades 
mas importantes de Irak. 

El Gobierno de Bagdad habia 
declarado ilegal la consulta y las 
milicias chiies Hash al Shabi, co-
noci das corno las Fuerzas de Mo-
vilización Popular, habian ame-
nazado con usar la fuerza, pero 
nada sucedió ayer, salvo una es-
caramuza al sur de la ciudad. 

La noche del domingo, sin em
bargo, fue tensa. La población se 
habia refugiado en sus casas, 
atendiendo el toque de queda, a la 
espera de lo que pudiera pasar. 
Por primera vez en afios la preo-

cupación dejaba de ser el Estado 
Islamico y sus constantes atenta-
dos. Miles de peshmergas garan-
tizaron la seguridad. 

De ahi la emoción de la pobla
ción cuando abrieron los colegios 
y la votación se realizó cori nor-
malidad. Era una Victoria y se ce
lebrò con disparos al aire. 

La misma alegria se vio en las 
tres provincias de la región autò
noma del Kurdistan. "Todos los 
estados e sta ri en nuestra contra, 
nadie nos apoya, pero nosotros 
estamos aqui, demostrando que 
no nos dejaremos vencer", decla-
ró Hero, un hombre vesti do con 
el traje tradicional de pantaión 
bomba elio y chaqueta. 

Las noticias que llegaban ayer 
de que Iran, Turquia e Irak cerra-
rian las fronteras y, adicional-
mente, realizarian maniobras mi
litare s, indignaron a la población. 
"Cuando Sadam intentò hacer 
una limpieza etnica, nos fuimos a 

Bagdad. Sólo regresamos des
pués del 2003 y estoy dispuesto a 
luchar para no tener que irme de 
nuevo", aseguraba Mohamed, 
que trabaja corno coordhiador en 
un puesto de votación en uno de 
los barrios mixtos de la ciudad. 
En ellos la asistencia a las umas 
era menos multitudinaria que en 
los scctores de mayoria kurda, 
pero aseguraban que en las dos 
primeras horas de la mariana ha
bian votado 800 personas. 

A l'alta de riempo para registrar 
a los votantes, decidieron usar las 
listas de votación de las ùltimas 
elecciones locale». Y si algtin nue
vo votante queria participar, era 
enviado a un centro especial para 
los no registrados. 

Cuarro jóvenes àrabes que se 
acercaron a uno de los colegios en 
los sectores situados al otro lado 
del hoy seco rio Jasar, que divide 
la ciudad, aseguraban que su vida 
en un Kurdistan independiente 
seria mas segura. 

En los barrios turcos y àrabes la 
escena era opuesta a la que se v i -
via en los barrios de mayoria kur
da. Las calles estaban vacias, la 
participación era escasa y la pre-
scncia de policra, elcvada. 

Al caer la noche se prohibio cir-
cular a los coches y la tensión vol-
vió a subir al conocerse que el 
Parlamento iraqui habia autori-
zado al ejército a desplegarse en 
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el K u r d i s t a n . 

E s c l a r o que los k u r d o s , i n c l u i -
dos los de K i r k u k , v i v i e r o n u n d ia 
h i s t ó r i c o . P e r o e s t à por v e r s e c u à l 
s era e l c a m i n o que marcare este 
r e f e r e n d u m . E l pres idente B a r -
Zani h a d i c h o que de sa l ir v i c to -
r ioso e m p e z a r à u n largo proceso 
de n e g o c i a c i ó n c o n I r a k . L a p r e -
gunta a h o r a es si B a g d a d e s t à d i s -
pues to a n e g o c i a r . » 

DIVISIÓN 

Los barrios turcos 
y àrabes de Kirkuk 
apcnas participan 
en la votación 

NEGOCIACIÓN 

El referèndum no es 
vinculante v Barzani 
lo utilizare para 
negociar con Bagdad 

TENSIÓN 

Los peshmergas 
protegen el territorio 
y las milicias chiies 
de Irak no intervienen 

Un pueblo repartido en cuatro paises 
Zona de población kurda H Tur quia H Iran H Irak Siria 

fyìy ,\h,r SegTti 

FUENTE: 'The Guardian' v Fundación Instituto Kurdo de Paris 

LA POBLACIÓN KURDA 
En millones de personas 

Minimo estimnrio Estimación actual 
36,4 TOTAL 45,6 
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C H R I S MCGRATH / GETTY 

Kirkuk, que regis-
traron una parti-
cipación del 78%, 
segùn la cadena 
de televisión Rudaw 

Normalidad 
Colas y ambiente 
festivo en los 
colegios electorales, 
corno este de 
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