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ALGERIA 
FISSATO AL 4 MAGGIO VOTO PER LEGISLATIVE 
Il presidente della Repubblica algerina, Abdelaziz Bouteflika, ha firmato ieri il decreto che fissa al 4 
maggio 
prossimo la data delle votazioni per l'elezione dei membri delle due camere del parlamento: il Consiglio 
della 
nazione (Camera alta, con un terzo dei membri di nomina presidenziale) e l'Assemblea nazionale del 
popolo 
(Camera bassa). Saranno chiamati alle urne circa 23 milioni di elettori algerini in oltre 4.700 seggi 
dislocati in 
tutto il Paese. A gestire le operazioni di voto l'Alta Commissione indipendente per la sorveglianza delle 
elezioni 
(Hiise). Une delle grandi incognite del voto del prossimo maggio sarà tuttavia l'affluenza alle urne, pari 
al 
43,14% alle ultime elezioni del 2012 fermo restando che la consultazione elettorale si configura di fatto 
come 
una sorta di prova generale delle elezioni presidenziali che si terranno nel 2019. 
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EGYPT 
EGYPT, UAE AGREE TO FIGHT TERRORISM, SOLVE CRISIS IN SYRIA AND LIBYA 
Cairo- Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme 
Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, met on Saturday in Abu Dhabi with Egypt’s Foreign Minister 
Sameh 
Shoukry, who conveyed a verbal message from Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi to UAE 
President 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan. 
During the meeting, which was attended by Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs 
and International Cooperation, the two men tackled the latest Arab developments, as well as the efforts 
being 
exerted to overcome the current crises in Libya, Syria and Yemen. 
The two leaders also agreed on the importance of undergoing fast procedures to face dangers that 
threaten 
Arab national security, and to joint efforts to bolster Arab unity in facing those threats, especially in 
issues 
related to fighting terrorism. 
Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed and Shoukry also discussed the importance of coordination in addition to 
the 
Arab solidarity to maintain the region’s security and stability. 
The Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi stressed the pivotal role of Egypt in the Arab world, and the Arab 
stance to 
overcome the violent crises facing the region, UAE’s WAM news agency reported on Saturday. 
“Egypt is the important strategic dimension to the Arab world, which is confident about its abilities, and 
rejects 
intervention in its affairs,” Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed said. 
During the meeting, Emirati and Egyptian officials also discussed ways to strengthen bilateral 
cooperation 
between both countries and exchanged views on the latest regional and international developments. 
Also, Egypt’s Shoukry and the UAE Foreign Minister Abdullah bin Zayed al-Nahyan agreed on Saturday 
to 
establish a bilateral political consultation mechanism with meetings to be held every six months. 
In an official statement, Egypt’s foreign ministry spokesman Ahmed Abu Zeid said the decision comes 
following an Abu Dhabi meeting that witnessed talks about ongoing regional developments and 
international 
conflicts of common interest. 



The new body will hold meetings twice a year, at the level of Foreign Ministers, and also at the level of 
senior 
officials. This framework will enhance the strategic relationship between the two countries. 
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EGYPT 
SINAI, 'UCCISI O FERITI 20 SOLDATI EGIZIANI' 
Il braccio egiziano dello Stato islamico ha annunciato di aver ucciso o ferito 20 soldati egiziani nel Sinai 
settentrionale in quattro giorni di scontri a sud di Arish. Nell'annuncio, riportato da un sito filo-Isis, si 
sostiene 
inoltre che sono stati distrutti un carro armato e tre veicoli militari tra cui uno ad alta mobilità ('Humvee'). 
E' da 
tre anni e mezzo che l'esercito egiziano è impegnato in sanguinosi scontri con jihadisti insediati nel 
nord-est 
della penisola al confine con la striscia di Gaza. 
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LIBYA 
LIBYA’S OIL INDUSTRY BLOSSOMING AS OUTPUT CONTINUES TO HIT NEW 
HEIGHTS. 
After a series of setbacks and missteps, Libya is reportedly on track to continue its increased oil 
production in 
2017, with output now sitting at the highest levels seen since 2014, Frobes reported.According to media 
reports, the North African nation is currently producing 715,000 barrles per day and is expected to 
produce 
around 1.3 million barrels of oil per day by the end of 2017 with the goal of increasing that amount by 
300,000 
barrels per day by 2022.The help bolster this effort, Libya is seeking out necessary foreign partnerships 
for 
energy development after a three year lockout.“We intend in the coming months to lift our self-imposed 
moratorium since 2011 on foreign investment in new projects to achieve the best national interest for 
the 
Libyan oil sector and for Libya as a state,” Mustafa Sanalla, the chairman of the Libyan National Oil 
Corp.said.Home to Africa’s largest oil reserves, Libya has struggled to return production to levels seen 
before 
the 2011 Arab Spring and ensuing civil war caused the collapse of the Gaddafi government. Up until 
then, the 
north African nation produced around 1.6 million barrels of oil per day, but a steady stream of political 
and 
security unrest has led to a sharp decline in output in recent years, wrote Forbes.This situation has 
been further 
exacerbated by political infighting and disputes regarding authority over production regions. Libya’s goal 
of 
increased production could put it at odds with fellow OPEC members, who reportedly agreed to limit 
production to address a global supply glut that has weighed heavily on prices and revenue for member 
states, 
according to Forbes.Like neighboring Algeria, Libya relies heavily on hydrocarbon revenue to fund the 
state, 
making any loss – estimated at millions of dollars lost per day – especially detrimental.“Every single 
major 
oil-export route is now open, although some are operating at significantly reduced levels due to damage 
suffered in conflicts,” Sanalla told an industry conference in London, according to the text of his speech. 
“For 
the moment the oil is flowing. This can be an important foundation of stability in Libya, if we build on it.” 
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LIBYA WANTS MALTESE AUTHORITIES TO STOP SMUGGLING OF FUELS 
ibya is calling for more collaboration from the Maltese authorities to stop the “smuggling of Libyan fuels 
by 



Maltese mafia”, which according to Attorney General Sadiq Al-Sour is happening every day. 
Announcing a 
wide-ranging probe to stop the rampant smuggling of refined fuel products, particularly petrol and 
diesel, from 
Libyan ports, the office of the Libyan Attorney General said it had issued arrest warrants against a 
number of 
executives in the Libyan oil industry suspected of collaborating in fuel smuggling. 
However, the Attorney General pointed the finger at Malta, saying it was a known secret Maltese 
businessmen 
were heavily involved in the smuggling. “Maltese and Italian mafias are sending oil vessels on a daily 
basis to 
receive the fuel smuggled from Libya. We arrested some of those smugglers, and they were from Italy, 
Malta 
and the Ukraine,” he said. Asked yesterday on whether any Maltese were recently arrested by Libyan 
authorities for fuel smuggling, Foreign Minister George Vella said that he did not know and referred this 
newspaper to the police. Pressed to state whether the ongoing accusations that Malta was implicated in 
rampant fuel smuggling were being taken seriously by the Maltese authorities, Dr Vella only said: 
“Whenever 
we have reports we always pass the information to the police. That’s all we can do.” Questions sent to 
the 
police had not been answered by the time of writing.Reports of fuel smuggling from Libya with a 
Maltese 
connection have been making the rounds for years, at least since the collapse of the Gaddafi regime. 
Apart from regular mentions in the international press of Maltese companies and individuals allegedly 
involved 
in this smuggling, detailed reports have also been published by the United Nations mentioning Maltese 
companies and vessels by name involved in the transfer of tons of smuggled fuel from Libya to Malta. 
The 
reports include the tracking of these ships and also dates when ship-to-ship transfers on the high seas 
took 
place. Despite this, the Maltese authorities have not taken any action against those involved in this 
alleged 
multimillion-euro ‘business’. According to the UN information, ships smuggling fuel sail south from Malta 
to 
between 40 and 60 nautical miles off the coast of Libya, where they turn off their automated tracking 
systems. 
After they are loaded, mostly through fishing boats carrying the illegal fuel, the vessels return to Malta. 
The 
reports said that illegal fuel was also transferred to other vessels on Hurd’s bank, just out of Maltese 
territorial 
waters. 
According to the Libyan Attorney General, the latest investigations on smuggling now concentrate on 
criminal 
gangs in Malta, Italy, Greece and Cyprus. Mr Al-Sour said that his new probe was being held in 
collaboration 
with the Chairman of the National Oil Corporation (NOC), Mustafa Sanalla, who has called for legal 
action 
against smugglers. 
DATA:31/01/2017 SOURCE:TIMESOFMALTA.COM/ 
 
MIGRANT CRISIS: EU LEADERS AGREE PLAN TO STOP LIBYA INFLUX 
European Union leaders meeting in Malta have agreed on a plan to reduce the flow of migrants from 
Libya. 
Libya's UN-backed government will receive €200m ($215m, £171m), including funding to reinforce its 
coastguard. 
Most of the thousands who make the dangerous crossing over the Mediterranean to Italy are from 
African 
countries. 



The EU hopes Libya will be better able to disrupt people-smuggling networks and turn back migrant 
boats. 
But human rights groups have voiced concern at the EU's strategy, and the UN-backed government in 
Libya 
has limited control over its own territory. 
Hundreds of thousands of migrants try to reach Europe each year. Many of them drown while crossing 
the 
Mediterranean. 
On Thursday, Italy's coastguard said more than 1,750 migrants had been rescued in the Mediterranean 
within 
24 hours. 
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LIBYA, ITALY SIGN MOU TO END ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION AND HUMAN 
TRAFFICKING. 
The Prime Minister of the UN-brokered Government of National Accord, Fayez Al-Serraj, signed last 
Thursday a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Italy, represented by the Prime Minister, Paolo 
Gentiloni, aiming at supporting the country to control its southern borders, fighting human trafficking and 
smuggling. According to the MoU, Italy should help Libya’s GNA to control its southern borders and 
provide 
it with the surveillance system that agreed upon by the two countries in 2012.Fuel smuggling, protecting 
Libya’s sea and land borders and fighting illegal immigration and human trafficking are all included in 
the MoU. 
The two countries said on Thursday that the memorandum will never break off the social fabric of 
Libya’s 
societies or pose a threat to the security and demographic lining of the country, in addition of being 
harmless to 
the economic situation.The MoU says that Italy will also support Libya in creating development projects 
and 
programmes in the districts and cities that are most damaged by illegal immigration.The Italian 
government will 
also commit itself to giving Libyan Navy and Coast Guard the needed technical support and expertise to 
stem 
illegal immigration and secure the country’s borders. 
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RENEGADE GENERAL KHALIFA HAFTAR WANTS TO RULE LIBYA AND REJECTS 
DIALOGUE WITH RIVALS 
The former CIA-asset staged a failed coup attempt against the state in 2014 
Khaifa Haftar has told the French Ambassador in Libya Brigitte Curmi that he intends to take power in 
Libya 
and that he is not ready to engage in a dialogue with his rivals, London-based Alhayat newspaper 
reported on 
Friday. 
The newspaper said that Ambassador Curmi advised Haftar to sit with his rivals and not use weapons 
to claim 
power, but he refused. 
"If you use weapons, you will differ with France and the EU and you will fail," Ambassador Curmi told 
Haftar, 
according to the newspaper. 
It quoted French sources saying if Haftar uses force to take power, he would fuel conflict and ignite a 
civil war 
in Libya. 
Khaifa Haftar has already rejected Libya's political agreement signed in Skhirat, Morocco in 2015 
because it 
strips him of power as self-declared commander of the Libyan National Army. 
The French sources also indicated that Egypt wants a solution in favor of Khalifa Haftar and it's exerting 
efforts 
to reach a compromise with the head of Presidency Council Fayaz Sirraj. 



Renegade General Khalifa Haftar, who runs a self-styled army, is regarded by many politicians and 
observers 
as one of the key reasons of Libya's dilemma. 
Last October, Libyan Army personnel in western Libya declared Khalifa Haftar a war criminal for the 
atrocities he is committing in Benghazi. 
In February 2014 and before the elections of House of Representatives, he appeared on TV and 
announced a 
coup against the then-elected Parliament - GNC- and government, but he failed. 
Two months later, he moved to Benghazi where he declared his Dignity Operation on the pretext of 
fighting 
terrorism to win the hearts of local people who were complaining about lack of security and 
assassinations. 
Now, it has been over two years since his declaration but fighting is still raging while the city's 
downtown is still 
out of his control. 
Khalifa Haftar's Dignity Operation is receiving unlimited support from the UAE and Egypt, and now he 
has 
reached out to Russia to repeat the scenario of Syria's Aleppo in the areas which are not in his hands. 
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LIBYA 
EU SETS OUT €200-MILLION PLAN TO COMBAT ILLEGAL MEDITERRANEAN 
MIGRATION FROM LIBYA 
EU leaders have approved a deal to step up training, the supply of equipment and other support for the 
Libyan 
coastguard, following a summit in Malta today that was backed by Presidency Council head Faiez 
Serraj. The 
move is part of a wider, new €200-million plan to stem the flow of migrants from Libya across the 
Mediterranean. This also includes upgrading migrant camps in Libya, along with the IOM and UNHCR, 
and 
funding to the IOM to help the repatriation of migrants who do not have a case for asylum. Particular 
attention 
and financing will also given to Libya’s porous borders, especially in the south, along with additional 
support 
from Tunisia, Egypt, Algeria and Niger. “A key element of a sustainable migration policy is to ensure 
effective 
control of our external border and stem illegal flows into the EU,” the Malta summit declaration read. 
Agreed 
by the EU’s 28 member states, the declaration is part of a general crackdown on human trafficking and 
attempts to stem the tide of migrants crossing the Mediterranean to Libya. However, the EU’s foreign 
affairs 
head, Francesca Mogherini, did concede that fully stopping illegal migration was “impossible.” The 
latest 
measures followed an agreement on Thursday night between Serraj and the Italian Prime Minister 
Paolo 
Gentiloni who promised to give Libya additional financial support. Their agreement also called for the 
“humanitarian repatriation” of migrants. Although described as a piece of the wider plan to be 
implemented by 
the EU, the Italy-Libya understanding appears to be a stand-alone agreement. In one of the first 
responses to 
the EU declaration, however, Amnesty International condemned the attempted closure of the EU’s 
southern 
sea borders, insisting it would “put thousands of refugees and migrants setting sail from Libya at risk of 
detention and appalling human rights abuses”. It appears that, under the new EU agreement, Libya will 
take 
greater responsibility as with power and funding increased to local communities to deal with the 
migrants. 
However, with the Government of National Accord wielding limited or no control over many areas of the 



country and some migrant detention facilities reportedly complicit with smugglers, it is unclear how 
effective the 
EU decision will be. Dealing with the migrant crisis continues to be a major task in the Mediterranean. 
Aid 
agencies report 785 people who were heading for Italy rescued in the last couple of days. Prior to his 
Rome 
meeting with Gentiloni, Serraj was in Brussels to negotiate the increased support from the EU and 
NATO. 
Following a meeting with NATO secretary-general Jens Stoltenberg he conceded that Libya could allow 
NATO ships to operate in its waters, so long as the EU and NATO help to upgrade the Libya navy to 
combat 
people smugglers. 
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LIBYA 
ITALY AND LIBYA SIGN MEMORANDUM ON STOPPING MIGRATION FLOW 
EU president Donald Tusk said after talks with Fayez Serraj 'it is time to close the (migrant) route from 
Libya 
to Italy'. 
Italian prime minister Paolo Gentiloni and Libyan counterpart Fayez al-Serraj yesterday announced they 
had 
signed a memorandum of understanding to combat illegal migration and human trafficking in the 
Mediterranean. 
As EU leaders meet in Malta for a summit under the Maltese presidency, European Council President 
Donald 
Tusk said that the goal of stemming the flow of migrants from Libya to Italy was “within reach” under the 
new 
deal. Tusk said after talks with Serraj, that “it is time to close the (migrant) route from Libya to Italy” and 
that 
“the EU has shown it is able to close the routes of irregular migration, as it has done in the eastern 
Mediterranean.” Tusk said the Central Mediterranean route, which is yet to pick up ahead of the spring 
season, was “not sustainable either for the EU or for Libya”, where he said traffickers were undermining 
the 
Libyan state’s authority for their profit. Serraj’s embattled administration in Tripoli has so far been 
unable to 
contain warring factions in Libya, led by militias, Islamists and the army of renegade general Khalifa 
Haftar, 
who enjoys Russian support. Malta’s human rights NGOs have however called on the European 
Commission 
to refrain from taking action on the Maltese presidency’s plans for a €200 million migration plan that has 
proposed the suspension of the key humanitarian principle of non-refoulement. “Anything short of an 
absolute 
and clear non-engagement will inevitably result in complicity in flouting the Union’s values and making 
these 
Europe’s darkest day,” the NGOs said in a stark warning over the Maltese plan. The Maltese 
government has 
suggested a way of bypassing non-refoulement in times of “international crisis” in a bid to stem the 
migration 
flow from Libya. 
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US TRAVEL BAN DIVIDES DIFFERENT FACTIONS IN LIBYA 
Libya’s UN-backed government has criticized US President Donald Trump’s temporary ban on its 
nationals 
and those of six other countries entering the United States, which put in question attendance at a high-
profile 
conference on Libya planned in Washington for mid-February.The executive order by Trump comes at 
a time 



of uncertainty over US policy in Libya, which remains mired in the chaos that followed the NATO-
backed 
2011 uprising against long-time leader Muammar Gaddafi. The UN-backed Government of National 
Accord 
(GNA), was strongly supported by former US President Barack Obama’s administration, but has 
struggled to 
assert its authority in Tripoli and beyond. Factions in eastern Libya aligned with a rival government and 
with 
powerful military commander Khalifa Haftar welcomed Trump’s election, hoping for more support for 
their 
anti-Islamist stance. Trump’s travel ban has angered some Libyans, including students studying or 
planning to 
study in the United States. GNA Foreign Minister Mohammed Siyala called it an “unjust decision” that 
should 
be reviewed. “These actions represent racial discrimination on the basis of religion and are 
incompatible with 
human rights,” he told local TV station Libya’s Channel. Authorities in eastern Libya have made no 
formal 
comment, though a member of the eastern parliament, Youssef al-Fakhri, said that despite Libya’s 
political and 
security problems, the measure was “not appropriate”. The order appeared to put in jeopardy the 
participation 
of Libyans invited to a Feb. 16 conference titled “Libya-US Relations 2017: New Vision, Hope and 
Opportunities”. The event, co-hosted by the National Council on U.S.-Libya Relations, lists Libyan 
speakers 
including two former prime ministers and the head of the National Oil Corporation (NOC). Several 
speakers 
are loyal to or connected with eastern-based factions. “We are clearly concerned with the risk of denial 
of 
entrance to some of our key speakers and participants from Libya,” Hani Shennib, the council’s 
president, said 
in an email. “However, we are working diligently with authorities here in the USA and we are hopeful 
that a 
resolution to facilitate entrance of our conference participants will present in the next 2-3 days.” A GNA 
spokesman, Ashraf al-Tulti, told Reuters Libya’s foreign ministry would request exceptions from the US 
Department of State for Libyan attendees. Exceptions to the travel ban can be made on a case by case 
basis, 
and diplomatic visas are exempt. Tulti, who was invited to attend the Washington conference and holds 
a 
diplomatic passport, said he was still waiting for a visa. One Libyan speaker said she had a visa, but 
was still 
investigating whether she would be able to attend. Under the order released on Friday, travellers from 
Iran, 
Iraq, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, Syria and Yemen are banned from entering the United States for at least 
90 
days. Homeland Security Secretary John Kelly said some countries “may not be taken off the list 
anytime 
soon, if they are countries that are in various states of collapse”. 
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LIBYAN AUTHORITIES DEMAND MALTESE COUNTERPART TO HALT SMUGGLING 
OF FUEL. 
Libya is calling for more collaboration from the Maltese authorities to stop the “smuggling of Libyan 
fuels by 
Maltese mafia”, which according to Attorney General Sadiq Al-Sour is happening every day.Announcing 
a 
wide-ranging probe to stop the rampant smuggling of refined fuel products, particularly petrol and 
diesel, from 



Libyan ports, the office of the Libyan Attorney General said it had issued arrest warrants against a 
number of 
executives in the Libyan oil industry suspected of collaborating in fuel smuggling.However, the Attorney 
General pointed the finger at Malta, saying it was a known secret Maltese businessmen were heavily 
involved 
in the smuggling. “Maltese and Italian mafias are sending oil vessels on a daily basis to receive the fuel 
smuggled from Libya. We arrested some of those smugglers, and they were from Italy, Malta and the 
Ukraine,” he said.Asked yesterday on whether any Maltese were recently arrested by Libyan authorities 
for 
fuel smuggling, Foreign Minister George Vella said that he did not know and referred this newspaper to 
the 
police.Pressed to state whether the ongoing accusations that Malta was implicated in rampant fuel 
smuggling 
were being taken seriously by the Maltese authorities, Dr Vella only said: “Whenever we have reports 
we 
always pass the information to the police. That’s all we can do.”Questions sent to the police had not 
been 
answered by the time of writing. 
Reports of fuel smuggling from Libya with a Maltese connection have been making the rounds for 
years, at 
least since the collapse of the Gaddafi regime.Apart from regular mentions in the international press of 
Maltese 
companies and individuals allegedly involved in this smuggling, detailed reports have also been 
published by the 
United Nations mentioning Maltese companies and vessels by name involved in the transfer of tons of 
smuggled fuel from Libya to Malta. The reports include the tracking of these ships and also dates when 
ship-to-ship transfers on the high seas took place.Despite this, the Maltese authorities have not taken 
any 
action against those involved in this alleged multimillion-euro ‘business’.According to the UN 
information, ships 
smuggling fuel sail south from Malta to between 40 and 60 nautical miles off the coast of Libya, where 
they 
turn off their automated tracking systems.After they are loaded, mostly through fishing boats carrying 
the illegal 
fuel, the vessels return to Malta. The reports said that illegal fuel was also transferred to other vessels 
on 
Hurd’s bank, just out of Maltese territorial waters. 
According to the Libyan Attorney General, the latest investigations on smuggling now concentrate on 
criminal 
gangs in Malta, Italy, Greece and Cyprus. Mr Al-Sour said that his new probe was being held in 
collaboration 
with the Chairman of the National Oil Corporation (NOC), Mustafa Sanalla, who has called for legal 
action 
against smugglers. 
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EL-SARRAJ AFFIRMS HIS GOVERNMENT'S SUPPORT TO TUNISIAN INITIATIVE FOR 
POLITICAL SETTLEMENT OF CRISIS IN LIBYA 
Chairman of the Libyan Government of National Accord Presidential Council Fayez el-Sarraj affirmed 
Sunday 
his government's support to the Tunisian initiative for a comprehensive political settlement of the crisis 
in Libya. 
During his meeting in Addis Ababa with Foreign Minister Khemaies Jhinaoui on the fringes of the 28th 
African 
Union (AU) Summit, el-Sarraj commended Tunisia's efforts to reconcile the points of view between 
Libyan 
protagonists, expressing wish that these efforts will lead to a consensual solution and contribute to the 
settlement of the crisis the country is living through. 



During the meeting, Jhinaoui briefed the Libyan official about the main axes of the Tunisian initiative 
and the 
stages defined with the assistance of Algeria and Egypt to start the execution. 
The meeting was attended by Libyan Affairs Minister Mohamed Ben Taher Siala. 
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MISRATA BRIGADES JOIN LIBYAN NATIONAL ARMY 
All Misrata brigades operating under Misrata Military Council will join the Central Military Zone of the 
Libyan 
Army, the council announced on Sunday, a step that aims to unite the most powerful armed brigades in 
the 
country under one command. 
The inclusion will be according to the laws in force of the Libyan National Army, the military council said 
in a 
statement. 
The statement pointed out that Misrata brigades would join as regular or reserve forces in accordance 
with the 
legislations of the military institution. 
“This action could be described as a reaction and attempt to reinstate an authentic version of a military 
institution, which is universally known to have loyalty to God and country, not private protection units 
and 
militias similar to those employed by rogue General Khalifa Haftar and his predecessor Gadaffi before 
him.” A 
military source has explained. 
Fonte: ibyaobserver.ly 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES IS A FAILED INSTITUTION AND CORRUPT, MP 
DISCLOSES. 
House of Representatives member Abu Baker Ibrahim has called on the Tobruk-based parliament to 
quit and 
urged what he described “the faithful members” in the parliament to resign after corruption has reached 
its 
climax there.“The House of Representatives is much worse than the General National Congress,” he 
told Libya 
News TV on Saturday.He said the HoR is deeply fragmented and has no leadership, while decisions of 
the 
parliament are being taken under the table without approval of the members.“I am always present in 
Tobruk, 
but there are many decisions that were taken and I have never heard of them,” he said.He indicated 
that many 
embassies abroad are corrupt and the HoR is unable to question any ambassador because many of the 
corrupt 
ambassadors were chosen on regional and tribal basis.He accused both Al-Thanni government and the 
HoR of 
corruption, and said that corruption within the committees of HoR is deeply rooted.“They buy luxury 
cars and 
give them to their sons; the head of the government Abdullah Al-Thanni is threatening the MPs because 
he has 
something to reveal about them,” he revealed.He also urged the Libyan people to revolt against the 
existing 
bodies in power, bring them to justice, and correct the path in Libya, even if “a quarter of the population 
were 
killed for the sake of this.” 
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NATO SECRETARY GENERAL: WE’RE READY TO PLACE LIBYA UNDER CIVILIAN 
CONTROL. 



The Secretary General of NATO, Jens Stoltenberg, said Wednesday that they are prepared to offer 
assistance 
for establishing a modern ministry of defense, a joint military staff, and security and intelligence services 
under 
civilian control, if requested by Libyan officials. 
In a joint presser with the Head of the UN-proposed government’s Presidential Council, Fayez Al-Sirraj 
at the 
NATO premises in Brussels, Stolenberg added that the offer for Libya could be another successive 
model 
similar to those NATO conducted in Bosnia and Afghanistan. 
“NATO stands ready to assist Libya in building effective security and defense institutions, strengthening 
your 
ability to fight terrorism and create conditions for peace.” Said Stolenberg. 
On the other side, Al-Sirraj indicated that his government is willing to work with the NATO to help 
restore 
peace, security and stability in Libya. 
“NATO is well-versed in the issues of military and security and it can influence our institutions after the 
recent 
division and fragmentation in Libya over the political stalemate. It also can build a united military body 
that 
would fight the joint enemy, terrorism.” Al-Sirraj explained. 
Al-Sirraj did not rule out NATO’s assistance in the improvement of Libya’s military performance and the 
Navy, especially in terrorism and illegal immigration as well as smuggling. 
“If requested, the Alliance could also support the efforts of the European Union to strengthen the Libyan 
Coast 
Guard and Navy.” Stolenberg remarked, while Al-Sirraj commented that the step is very likely to take 
place if 
a joint force with the Libyans was formed. 
“Because NATO can develop the capabilities of the Libyan Navy,” Al-Sirraj concluded. 
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LA TURCHIA RIAPRE L'AMBASCIATA A TRIPOLI 
La Turchia riapre la propria ambasciata a Tripoli, che era stata chiusa nel 2014 per motivi di sicurezza. 
Lo ha 
reso noto il ministero degli Esteri turco con un comunicato, in cui precisa che a capo della 
rappresentanza 
diplomatica ci sarà l'ambasciatore Ahmet Aydin Dogan, che mentre l'ambasciata era chiusa ha 
continuato a 
lavorare dalla Tunisia. La Turchia ha strette relazioni con la Libia e ha fornito sostegno vitale ai ribelli 
che nel 
2011 hanno rovesciato il regime del colonnello Muammar Gheddafi. La riapertura dell'ambasciata, ha 
affermato ancora il ministero degli Esteri turco, consentirà alla Turchia di sostenere gli sforzi di 
riconciliazione e 
ricostruzione in Libia. Nelle settimane scorse è stata l'Italia il primo Paese occidentale a riaprire la sede 
diplomatica nella capitale libica. 
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LIBYA’S NEW MENACE: MADKHALISM 
As the attention of the West turned towards Syria, a new enemy has been strengthened in the sands of 
Libya. 
“Madkhali” may not yet evoke the same concern as “Wahhabi” or “Salafi,” but it represents a very clear 
danger in the struggle for long-term peace and stability in the country. Once again, outsiders might 
make the 
same mistakes that were made in Afghanistan, Iraq, and elsewhere in order to have a force to fight a 
common 
enemy, this time pro-democracy forces in Libya. Middle Eastern autocracies are actively funding 
various 
Islamic groups, encouraging the formation of new ones and arming others. As a result, the world risks 
allowing 



a quagmire to occur on the scale of Syria or Somalia. 
In many ways, Madkhali beliefs are nothing new at all and represent much of the same reasoning as 
earlier 
Wahhabi/Salafi thought, and gets its name from Rabee al-Madkhali, the Saudi cleric who crystallized 
much of 
its teachings. 
At its core, Madkhalism is an offshoot of Salafi thought, but with a few differences. Unlike certain other 
Salafi 
groups, Madkhali teachings are especially popular with more autocratic Islamic regimes around the 
world, as 
they combine the dogmatism of mainstream Salafi thought with an unwavering devotion to those in 
power. 
Specifically, the role of wali al-amr (literally one vested with authority) is considered inviolable, as a 
direct gift 
from God. 
Needless to say, this made the teachings popular with the Saudi, Egyptian, and Qaddafi governments, 
while 
many in the West view the group as a cult. In fact, Madkhali sects in Libya were among the only 
Islamist 
groups to side with Qaddafi during the Libyan 2011 revolution. Today, their influence is growing and 
they are 
poised to become stronger than ever. However, a different warlord attempts to claim their support: 
Khalifa 
Haftar. 
Khalifa Haftar is a prototype for the Arab strongman. His ability to flip allegiances has resulted in a great 
deal 
of power, but he has inescapable ties to human rights abuses, war crimes, and Vladimir Putin. 
Currently, he is 
attempting to garner support from the Madkhalis in Libya, pointing to himself as the rightful leader of the 
country, and leveraging everything from small military successes to his past ties to the Qaddafi regime. 
The 
ease with which he is able to tap into this ideology is particularly concerning, as it demonstrates the 
possibility 
of a Qaddafi 2.0 emerging in Libya. 
To fully understand the psychology of Haftar’s desire to work with the Madkhali, one must look back to 
Nasser’s use of the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt. After all, the Free Officers Movement was formed 
under 
the umbrella of the Muslim Brotherhood. Of course, once Nasser assumed power, he outlawed the 
Brotherhood. Haftar may well hope to do the same in Libya. Yet there is a gulf of difference between 
outlawing an unarmed political party and outlawing a militia group that has been armed to the teeth. 
While 
some short-sighted officials in Moscow, and in the Middle East, may see Haftar as a man who can 
guarantee 
stability and remove the threat of democracy, the truth is that Madkhalism is just another reason that 
Haftar 
must be opposed. 
Even without the Haftar connection, the Madkhali represent a menacing group to be countered by the 
West. 
With growing confidence they are winning battles in Libya and if allowed to establish a base of 
existence, there 
could bring additional unrest within Europe. Supported by autocratic regimes throughout the Arab world, 
the 
Madkhali reject democratic governance. Already a significant number of Madkhali adherents live there, 
and 
whereas ISIL requires a period of time to radicalize its operatives in places like Brussels or Paris, the 
Madkhali would need no such preparation. Moreover, their complete rejection of the Western models of 
democracy means that Madkhalis who live in the west will never assimilate. Worst of all, the Madkhali 
have 



taken up arms and are advancing their influence at gun point. As pointed out in this piece by Frederic 
Wehrey, 
there is considerable uncertainty as the once passive Madkhali presence becomes armed and 
dangerous. Just 
like the covert support that resulted in the fragmentation of the mujahedeen of the 1980s in 
Afghanistan, 
short-sighted support of the Madkhali will create bigger problems in the future. 
Already the Madkhali have built a substantial network across Libya, which makes them attractive as an 
ally to 
Haftar and other nebulous outside influences. Madkhali militias control much of Tripoli, and Madkhali 
imams 
control more mosques than any other group. Many of these imams were installed by force by the 
Mdkhali 
militias. In Misrata, Libya’s third largest city, Madkhali forces exert huge influence over the City Council. 
Additionally, the city acts as a base for the 604th Battalion, a powerful all-Madkhali unit that has shown 
no 
hesitation in fighting pro-democracy forces. Despite Madkhali attempts at discretion, their plan is clear 
and 
reinforces concerns that a concerted Madkhali presence in Libya is a nightmare scenario for the West. 
Libyans and the West must counter the rise of the Madhkali. One thing is for sure, covert support for the 
Madkhalis will backfire. It is hard to maintain confidence in ideals like freedom and democracy if 
America 
continues to look away as its Middle Eastern allies continue to support and arm fringe groups such as 
the 
Madkhalis. Instead, supporting groups that have a long-term vision for Libya that includes democratic 
ideals 
should be a priority. After all, it is easier to enable those existing groups to stand up and oppose the 
Madkhali 
now than it is to build them completely from scratch to defeat Haftar or the Madkhali some years later. 
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LIBYA-EGYPTIAN BORDER CROSSING AGAIN RESTRICTED 
The Libya and Egyptian authorities have imposed fresh restrictions on travellers at the Musaid-Sollum 
border 
crossing. The move particularly affects Libyans between 15 and 50 years of age who until now had 
been able 
to cross the border simply by applying for permission through the local Libyan authorities. They will now 
require a visa. The restriction is expected to last for at least until just after the anniversary of the 17 
February 
Revolution. It is hoped by then new border crossing regulations will have been drawn up to enable the 
post to 
again operate normally . At present, all Libyan males aged between 15 and 50 have to have a visa 
when 
entering Egypt. That remains the case for any arriving in the neighbouring country by plane or boat. 
However, 
an exception was made for the Musaid-Sollum crossing. There, Libyans within the age group could 
register at 
the municipalities in Tobruk, Musaid and Bir Al-Ashhab and, within ten days at most, permission from 
Egypt 
would have been granted for them to drive across the border. In October 2015, this privilege was 
restricted to 
just residents from the three towns, but since then was broadened out again to any Libyan who made 
an 
application in person at one of the municipalities. The latest decision to halt the border exceptions is 
said to be 
due to security concerns and is understood to have been taken after extensive intelligence 
consultations 
between both sides. It covers not only to those travelling to Egypt for business or tourism, but also 
Libya truck 



drivers bringing in Egyptian fruit and vegetables. 
Drivers over 50 are not affected. 
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FIRMATI NOVE ACCORDI DI COOPERAZIONE BILATERALE CON SUD SUDAN 
Il re del Marocco, Mohammed VI, ha firmato ieri sera con il presidente del Sud Sudan, Salva Kiir 
Mayardit, 
nove accordi di cooperazione bilaterali in vari settori. La firma è avvenuta nel corso di una cerimonia 
che si è 
svolta a Giuba, all’inizio della quale il ministro dell’Interno marocchino, Mohamed Assad, ha 
pronunciato un 
discorso in cui ha sottolineato che, secondo la visione del re sulla cooperazione Sud-Sud e nel quadro 
delle 
relazioni fraterne tra il regno del Marocco e il Sud Sudan, Rabat “si impegna a condividere la propria 
esperienza in termini di urbanizzazione e di sviluppo urbano, per sostenere la costruzione di una nuova 
capitale" 
del Sud Sudan. Il Marocco ha accettato di finanziare gli studi di fattibilità tecnica e finanziaria di questo 
grande 
progetto per la somma di 5,1 milioni di dollari. Gli studi preliminari si concentreranno sulla 
urbanizzazione e il 
piano sociale, economico e ambientale. 
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MOROCCO 
MOROCCO OFFICIALLY ADMITTED MEMBER OF THE AFRICAN UNION 
The vote took place during place the 28th summit of the African Union, which is currently taking place in 
Addis Abebba, Ethiopia. 
According to Moroccan TV channel, there was heated debate among opponents and proponents of 
Morocco’s request to become member of the AU. Algeria and South Africa were at the forefront of 
member 
states who lobbied to prevent Morocco from reuniting with its African family. 
The debate took place during the closed-door debate during which the AU member stated addressed 
Morocco’s application to rejoin pan-African organization. 
Morocco reunites with its African family 33 years after its withdrawal form the Organization of African 
Unity 
(currently the AU), following the admittance of the self-proclaimed Saharawi Arab Democratic Republic 
(SADR) as member of the organization. 
The first step towards returning to the African Union was made last July. During the 27th summit of the 
African 
Union held in July 2016 in Kigali, Rwanda, King Mohammed VI addressed a letter to the summit, in 
which he 
stated Morocco’s intention to rejoin the AU. 
Morocco’s application was officially submitted on September 23. 
Morocco retrieved its seat at the African Union thanks to the support of 39 member countries, which 
voted in 
favor of its membership. 
“Morocco is now a full member of the African Union. There was a very long debate but 39 of our 54 
states 
approved the return of Morocco, even if the Western Sahara question remains,” Senegalese President 
Macky 
Sall told journalists. 
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TUNISIA 
TUNISIA GETS 6 US COMBAT HELICOPTERS TO FIGHT 'TERROR' 
Tunisia's armed forces have taken delivery of six US-made military helicopters from a total order of 24 
for use 
in its fight against "terror", the government announced Saturday. 



Prime Minister Youssef Chahed was present at the southern military base of Gabes for the delivery of 
the 
aircraft, said a government statement. The helicopters would reinforce the army's reconnaissance and 
attack 
capabilities in "the war against terrorism", it said. 
A government official said the six Bell OH-58D Kiowa Warrior helicopters were the first batch of a total 
order 
of 24 of the same type. The rest are due for delivery in March. 
The official said the aircraft are equipped for both day and night operations, for "reconnaissance, 
security, air 
support, surveillance and determination of mobile and fixed targets".National interest In May last year, 
the US 
State Department approved the sale of the aircraft to Tunisia at a total cost of $100.8 million, in a 
contract that 
includes specialised systems support and training. "The United States is committed to the security of 
Tunisia, 
and it is vital to US national interests to assist Tunisia to develop and maintain a strong and ready self-
defence 
capability," the US Defence Security Cooperation Agency said at the time. It said the deal "will improve 
Tunisia's capability to conduct border security and combat operations against terrorists, including al-
Qaeda in 
the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM)", the Islamic State jihadist group in neighbouring Libya and the Islamist 
group 
Ansar al-Sharia in Tunisia. Tunisia has been the target of a wave of deadly jihadist attacks since its 
2011 
revolution, including on foreign tourists, and the UN estimates that more than 5 000 Tunisians are 
fighting for 
extremist groups, mainly in Iraq and Syria. On January 16, Tunisia also received two ships from the US 
military, as part of an agreement reached in 2012. 
The vessels are the third and fourth of a batch of six that will also strengthen Tunisia's ability to combat 
illegal 
immigration across the Mediterranean. The last two ships are to be delivered within a year. 
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TUNISIA 
DA STATI UNITI I PRIMI 6 ELICOTTERI ANTI TERRORISMO 
Le forze armate tunisine hanno ricevuto dagli Stati Uniti il primo lotto di sei elicotteri da combattimento 
OH-58 
D Kiowa per la lotta al terrorismo. La consegna è avvenuta ieri nella base militare di Gabes, nel sud del 
Paese, 
alla presenza del premier Youssef Chahed. Gli elicotteri, in tutto 24, per un valore di circa 100 milioni di 
dollari, consentiranno al paese nordafricano di migliorare le capacità operative nelle missioni di 
sicurezza 
frontaliera e nella lotta al terrorismo, precisa un comunicato dell'esecutivo. Il Bell OH-58 D Kiowa è un 
elicottero polivalente da ricognizione e combattimento, dotato di una mitragliatrice M134D da 7,62 
millimetri e 
un lanciarazzi M260. 
DATA:05/02/2017 SOURCE:ANSA.IT/ 


