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IRAN 
IRAN SLAMS 'PROVOCATIVE' US WARNING OVER MISSILE TEST. 
Iran has rejected a warning from US President Donald Trump's administration over its latest missile test 
as 
unfounded. 
Bahram Ghasemi, the Iranian foreign ministry spokesman, was quoted as saying on Thursday by state 
news 
agency IRNA that the claims were "baseless, repetitive and provocative". 
"Instead of thanking Iran for its continued fight against terrorism ... the American government is 
practically 
helping the terrorists by claims about Iran that are baseless, repetitive and provocative," he said. 
Also on Thursday, a top adviser to Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei said Iran would not yield to 
"useless" US threats from "an inexperienced person" over its ballistic missile programme. 
"This is not the first time that an inexperienced person has threatened Iran ... the American government 
will 
understand that threatening Iran is useless," Ali Akbar Velayati said, without identifying any US official 
specifically in his comments. 
"Iran does not need permission from any country to defend itself," he was quoted as saying by the 
semi-official 
Fars news agency. 
President Donald Trump himself tweeted earlier on Thursday that the Islamic republic was now formally 
"on 
notice" after Sunday's missile test. 
"Iran has been formally PUT ON NOTICE for firing a ballistic missile. Should have been thankful for the 
terrible deal the US made with them!" Trump tweeted, echoing similar comments by National Security 
Advisor 
Michael Flynn on Wednesday. 
Later on Thursday, responding to a question about whether he would consider military options to 
respond to 
Iran, Trump told reporters "nothing is off the table". 
The White House said Iran's action would not go "unresponded to". 
"We will have further updates for you on those additional actions, but clearly (national security adviser 
Michael 
Flynn) warned to make sure that Iran understood that they are on notice that this is not going 
unresponded to," 
said Sean Spicer, the White House spokesman. 
DATA:03/02/2017 SOURCE:ALJAZEERA.COM/ 
 
IRAN'S BALLISTIC MISSILE TEST SUCCESSFUL: DEFENSE MINISTER. 
Defense Minister Brigadier General Hossein Dehqan says Iran’s recent ballistic missile test has been 
“successful.” 
“This missile test was successful," the Iranian minister said as quoted by Tasnim News Agency, 
emphasizing 
that "Iran's missile tests are not, and have never been, in violation of the JCPOA (Iran's nuclear deal 
with six 
world powers) or [UN Security Council] Resolution 2231.” 
Dehqan confirmed on Wednesday that the country had conducted a missile test within the framework of 
its 
defense program, saying the Islamic Republic does not allow any foreign meddling in its domestic 
defensive 
affairs. 
The comments come days after the United States called for an emergency UN Security Council 
meeting to 
discuss the launch of what it described as a “medium-range” missile by Iran. The meeting ended 
without 
reaching any conclusive result. 



Iranian defense minister's remarks apparently came in reaction to media reports quoting some US 
officials as 
claiming that the test had failed as the missile flew some 600 miles before exploding. 
Resolution 2231 was adopted by the UN Security Council in July 2015, days after Iran and the P5+1 
group 
of countries, namely Russia, China, the US, the UK, and France plus Germany, signed the JCPOA, an 
acronym for the deal called the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action. 
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IRANIAN DEFENSE MINISTER INSISTS TEHRAN'S MISSILE TEST NOT A VIOLATION. 
Tehran’s recent cruise missile test was successful and was not in violation of the country's commitment 
to the 
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), Iran’s Defense Minister Brig. Gen. Hossein Dehqan said 
Thursday. 
Earlier in the day, media reported that Iran had carried out its first test of a cruise missile of Sumar type, 
capable of carrying nuclear warheads. The missile, launched on January 29, covered some 600 
kilometers 
(370 miles), German Welt newspaper said, citing German intelligence services. 
Dehqan said in an interview with the Tasnim news agency that Iran’s missile test did not violate neither 
the UN 
Security Council Resolution 2231 nor the JCPOA. 
Under the JCPOA, signed by Iran, the European Union and the P5+1 group of countries, Tehran 
pledged to 
not seek to develop or acquire nuclear weapons in exchange for the lifting of sanctions imposed on 
Iran. The 
UNSC resolution was passed shortly afterwards, reaffirming the nuclear agreement. 
On Wednesday, the Iranian Defense Minister confirmed that Iran carried out a new missile test. He also 
said 
that the missile test did not violate the nuclear agreement between Tehran and P5+1 group of world 
powers or 
the UN Security Council resolution. 
On Monday, the United States has issued an unprecedented warning to Iran after Tehran carried out a 
medium-range ballistic missile test on Sunday. 
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IRAN TESTED NUCLEAR-CAPABLE CRUISE MISSILE. 
Iran has tested a cruise missile called “Sumar” that is capable of carrying nuclear weapons in addition 
to 
test-firing a medium-range ballistic missile on Sunday, German newspaper Die Welt reported today, 
citing 
unspecified intelligence sources. 
Since the German broadsheet made its report, no comment has been provided by either Germany’s 
BND 
foreign intelligence agency or from Iranian authorities. 
The newspaper said the Sumar cruise missile was built in Iran and travelled around 600 kilometres in 
its first 
known successful test. The missile is believed to be capable of carrying nuclear weapons and may 
have a 
range of 2,000 to 3,000 kilometres, the paper said, citing intelligence sources. 
Cruise missiles are harder to counter than ballistic missiles since they fly at lower altitudes and can 
evade 
enemy radar, confounding missile defence missiles and hitting targets deep inside an opponent’s 
territory. 
But the biggest advantage from Iran’s point of view, a security expert told Die Welt, was that cruise 
missiles 
are not mentioned in any United Nations resolutions that ban work on ballistic missiles capable of 
carrying 
nuclear weapons. 



International sanctions on Tehran were lifted in January last year under a nuclear deal brokered in 2015 
by 
Britain, France, Germany, China, Russia and the United States. 
Under the nuclear deal Iran agreed to curb its nuclear programme in exchange for lifting of most 
sanctions. 
According to a 2015 UN resolution endorsing the deal, Iran is still obliged to refrain from work on 
ballistic 
missiles designed to deliver nuclear weapons for up to eight years. 
Though cruise missiles are not specifically mentioned in the text of UN Security Council Resolution 
2231, the 
text of the resolution does state: “Iran is called upon not to undertake any activity related to ballistic 
missiles 
designed to be capable of delivering nuclear weapons, including launches using such ballistic missile 
technology.” 
Die Welt’s report indicates that the cruise missile test, if true, may be a further contravention of the Iran 
nuclear 
deal and the Security Council resolution. 
News of Iran’s reported cruise missile test came hours after Washington said it was putting Iran “on 
notice” for 
its ballistic missile test carried out on Sunday, and signalled that it could impose new sanctions. 
Iran confirmed yesterday that it had test-fired a new ballistic missile, but said the test did not breach the 
Islamic 
Republic’s nuclear agreement with world powers or the UN Security Council resolution endorsing the 
pact. 
 
IRAN TO IMPOSE LEGAL RESTRICTIONS ON SOME US ENTITIES, INDIVIDUALS 
Iran denounced on Friday as illegal new sanctions imposed on it by the United States and said it would 
impose 
legal restrictions on American individuals and entities helping “regional terrorist groups,” state TV 
quoted a 
Foreign Ministry statement as saying. 
“The new sanctions ... are not compatible with America's commitments and resolution 2231 of the UN 
Security Council that endorsed the nuclear deal reached between Iran and six powers,” the statement 
said. 
“In retaliation for the US sanctions, Iran will impose legal restrictions on some American individuals and 
entities 
that were involved in helping and founding regional terrorist groups,” it said. 
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DEFIANT IRAN IN MISSILE EXERCISE AFTER SANCTIONS 
Iran is to deploy missiles for a Revolutionary Guards exercise Saturday in a show of defiance a day 
after the 
United States imposed sanctions over a ballistic missile test launch last weekend. 
The Guards' Sepahnews website said the manoeuvres were aimed at demonstrating their "complete 
preparedness to deal with the threats" and "humiliating sanctions" from Washington. 
"Different types of domestically produced radar and missile systems, command and control centers, 
and cyber 
warfare systems will be used in this exercise," it said. 
The US Treasury Department on Friday issued sanctions against organizations and individuals aiding 
Iran’s 
ballistic missile program, as well as for acting for or on behalf of, or providing support to, Iran’s Islamic 
Revolutionary Guard Corps-Quds Force (IRGC-QF). 
The statement by the US Treasury’s Department of the Treasury’s Office said: “This action reflects the 
United 
States’ commitment to enforcing sanctions on Iran with respect to its ballistic missile program and 
destabilizing 
activities in the region and is fully consistent with the United States’ commitments under the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA).” 



According to Reuters, 13 individuals and 12 entities based in the Gulf, Lebanon and China come under 
the 
new US sanctions. 
The OFAC has designated several networks and supporters of Iran’s ballistic missile procurement, 
including a 
critical Iranian procurement agent and eight individuals and entities in his Iran- and China-based 
network, an 
Iranian procurement company and its Gulf-based network, and five individuals and entities that are part 
of an 
Iran-based procurement network, which was designated on January 17, 2016. 
Individual providing procurement and other services on behalf of the IRGC-QF were also in the 
sanctions list. 
This action was taken pursuant to an Executive Order, which targets proliferators of weapons of mass 
destruction and their means of delivery and supporters of such activity. 
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CONSIGLIO SICUREZZA ONU RIUNIONE EMERGENZA SU MISSILE 
Si terra' questa mattina la riunione di emergenza del Consiglio di Sicurezza Onu sull'Iran, "alla luce del 
lancio 
del missile balistico a medio raggio di domenica scorsa". L'incontro, dove e' atteso l'esordio della nuova 
ambasciatrice americana Nikki Haley, e' stato chiesto dagli Stati Uniti e si tratta della prima azione 
dell'amministrazione di Donald Trump all'interno dell'organo delle Nazioni Unite. Non e' ancora chiaro 
se il 
lancio ha violato le norme delle risoluzioni Onu. 
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MOSCA, TEST MISSILISTICI LEGITTIMI 
L'Iran può testare legittimamente dei missili balistici perché la risoluzione Onu n. 2231, seguita 
all'accordo sul 
nucleare iraniano, contiene "solo ed esclusivamente una richiesta all'Iran di astenersi dai lanci dei 
missili con 
l'uso di tecnologie che permettono di usare il vettore per trasportare una testata nucleare": lo ha 
affermato il 
vice ministro degli Esteri russo Serghiei Riabkov in un'intervista all'agenzia Interfax commentando il 
presunto 
lancio di un missile balistico compiuto recentemente da Teheran. 
Riabkov sostiene poi che "la richiesta non equivale a un divieto". Secondo il vice ministro russo, 
comunque, 
"l'Iran non ha nessun programma militare in campo nucleare" e "non si può parlare di nessun 
armamento 
neanche ipoteticamente in questa situazione". Il numero due della diplomazia russa ha quindi bollato la 
convocazione straordinaria del Consiglio di sicurezza dell'Onu sui presunti lanci di missili da parte 
dell'Iran 
come un tentativo di "scaldare la situazione per usarla a scopi politici". 
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UNSC TO HOLD URGENT TALKS ON IRAN MISSILE TEST 
The UN Security Council will hold urgent talks Tuesday on Iran's test-firing of a medium-range missile, 
diplomats said. 
The United States requested the emergency consultations after the Israeli ambassador to the United 
Nations 
called for council action. 
"In light of Iran's January 29 launch of a medium-range ballistic missile, the United States has 
requested urgent 
consultations of the Security Council," the US mission said in a statement. 
The talks on Iran will follow a meeting on Syria scheduled for 10:00 am (1500 GMT). 
Israeli Ambassador Danny Danon said the missile test violated UN resolutions that bar Iran from 
launching 
ballistic missiles that could have a nuclear capability. 



"The international community must not bury its head in the sand in the face of this Iranian aggression," 
said 
Danon. 
"The Security Council members must act immediately in response to these Iranian actions which 
endanger not 
only Israel, but the entire Middle East." 
It was the first request for council consultations made by the United States since new US Ambassador 
Nikki 
Haley took office. 
US President Donald Trump has promised to strengthen ties with Israel and has sharply criticized the 
Iran 
nuclear deal that led to a lifting of international sanctions against Tehran. 
Trump is due to meet with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on February 15. 
A Security Council resolution adopted a few days after the 2015 nuclear agreement bars Iran from 
developing 
missiles "designed to carry nuclear warheads." 
Iran has said its missiles would never carry a nuclear warhead as it has no plans to develop atomic 
weapons, 
but military officials have insisted on expanding the country's missile program. 
Britain, France and the United States have sought council action over Iranian missiles launches last 
year, but 
Russia and China opposed discussion of possible sanctions that they argued would jeopardize the 
hard-fought 
nuclear deal. 
The deal reached with Britain, China, France, Germany, Russia and the United States imposed curbs 
on Iran's 
nuclear program in return for lifting sanctions. 
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IRAN COMMANDER: WE WILL FIRE ‘ROARING MISSILES’ IF THREATENED 
Reuters reports: A Revolutionary Guards commander said on Saturday that Iran would use its missiles 
against 
enemies of the Islamic Republic if they threaten the country’s security. 
“We are working day and night to protect Iran’s security. If we see smallest misstep from the enemies, 
our 
roaring missiles will fall on their heads,” head of Revolutionary Guards’ aerospace unit, Brigadier 
General Amir 
Ali Hajizadeh was quoted as saying by Tasnim news agency. 
Earlier Iran said it was carrying out a military exercise to test its missile and radar systems, a day after 
US 
President Donald Trump’s administration imposed sanctions on Tehran for a recent ballistic missile test. 
Fonte: breitbart.com 
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IRAN NEWS ROUND UP - FEBRUARY 3, 2017 
Key takeaway: Iranian officials defended the country’s ballistic missile program as the U.S. imposed 
new 
sanctions. 
The U.S. Treasury Department announced new sanctions on 25 individuals and entities related to Iran’s 
ballistic missile program and the IRGC Quds Force on February 3. The sanctions were a response to 
Iran’s 
test of a ballistic missile on January 29. National Security Advisor Michael Flynn said that “the days of 
turning 
a blind eye to Iran's hostile and belligerent actions toward the United States and the world community 
are 
over.” 
Iranian officials responded to the new sanctions by defending Iran’s missile program. Interim Tehran 
Friday 



Prayer Leader Ayatollah Ahmad Khatami praised the test as a “show of power” and stated that Iran 
must 
“arm itself in this world of wolves.” Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif similarly stated that Iran 
“will 
never start a war, but we can only rely on our own [indigenous] means of defense.” Iranian officials 
across 
factional lines are generally unified in support of the country’s ballistic missile program. 
An IRGC soldier was killed in Syria’s Homs governorate near the T4 Airbase. 
AEI Must-Reads 
• Please join Sen. Tom Cotton (R-AR), a member of the Senate Armed Services Committee and the 
Senate 
Select Committee on Intelligence, on February 6 for a conversation with AEI’s Frederick W. Kagan on 
what 
the national security agenda should be for the Trump administration and the new Congress at AEI’s 
event, 
“Renewing American strength abroad: A conversation with Senator Tom Cotton.” 
• Paul Bucala and Institute for the Study of War Syria Analyst Genevieve Casagrande discuss the 
knowledge-transfer from Russia to Iran in Syria in “How Iran is Learning from Russia in Syria.” 
Regional Developments & Diplomacy 
• Zarif responds to new U.S. sanctions. Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif responded to the new 
sanctions on Iran. He stated, “Iran is not under threat because it derives its security from its people. We 
will 
never start a war, but we can only rely on our own [indigenous] means of defense. We will never use 
our 
weapons against others except in self-defense. Let’s see whether those who complain can say the 
same.” 
(Fars News Agency) 
o Expediency Discernment Council Secretary Mohsen Rezaei wrote that President Donald Trump is 
encouraging Saudi Arabia and Israel to “attack Iran” in a message on his Instagram account on 
February 3. 
(Fars News Agency) 
• Friday prayer leaders criticize Trump administration’s policies. Interim Tehran Friday Prayer Leader 
Ayatollah Ahmad Khatami stated that Iran will continue to develop its missile program despite American 
criticism during his sermon on February 3. Khatami praised Iran’s recent ballistic missile test as a “show 
of 
power” and added that Iran must “arm itself in this world of wolves.” He also emphasized that Iran’s 
ballistic 
missile tests do not violate the nuclear agreement. He criticized the newest American sanctions as a 
“violation” 
of the accord, however. (Fars News Agency) 
o Mashhad Friday Prayer Leader Ayatollah Ahmad Alam ol Hoda criticized President Donald Trump’s 
ban 
on Iranian nationals entering the U.S. He referenced White House Press Secretary Sean Spicer’s 
defense of a 
five-year-old’s detention at an airport following the ban because he was a “security risk.” Alam ol Hoda 
stated, “The greatest shame for America is that the White House spokesman said that a five-year-old 
boy is a 
security threat… They put this child in handcuffs. This was the biggest announcement of America’s 
destruction 
and incompetence.” (Tasnim News Agency) 
o Ardabil Friday Prayer Leader Ayatollah Hassan Ameli emphasized national unity in the face of the 
Trump 
administration’s policies toward Iran during his sermon. Ameli stated that Iran will “respond to these 
threats” 
on February 10, the anniversary of the 1979 Islamic Revolution. Ameli added, “Our nation has a special 
characteristic… Whenever it feels that the enemy is approaching and plotting, it comes forth unified and 
shows 
the power of the nation and the revolution to the world.” (Tasnim News Agency) 



• Iranian ambassador to Russia: There have not been discussions about the S-400. Iranian 
Ambassador to 
Russia Mehdi Sanaei told reporters that “there have not been any discussions” about purchasing the S-
400 
missile defense system from Russia. He added that Iran is “interested in continuing and developing 
military 
cooperation with Russia, while hoping to cooperate in areas which are needed for agreement with the 
UN 
Security Council.” (Fars News Agency) 
Military & Security 
• IRGC deputy commander: We are creating missiles, warships, and rocket launchers every day. IRGC 
Deputy Commander Brig. Gen. Hossein Salami praised Iran’s “great missile power” and added, “We 
are 
adding to our numbers of missiles, warships, and rocket launchers every day. The sky, the earth, and 
the sea 
are under the control of this nation.” (Tasnim News Agency) 
Casualties in Iraq & Syria 
• IRGC member killed in Syria. An IRGC member from Golestan province was reportedly killed by a 
landmine blast in eastern Homs governorate near the T4 Airbase. (qasemsoleimani.ir) 
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IRAN: BALLISTIC MISSILE TEST SUCCESSFUL 
"This missile test was successful," Iranian Defense Minister Brigadier General Hossein Dehqan said. 
His remarks came after media reports quoting some US officials as claiming that the test had failed as 
the 
missile flew some 600 miles before exploding. 
General Dehqan confirmed on Wednesday that his country has tested a missile recently, describing it 
as part of 
Iran's defense programs. 
"The recent test was in line with our programs and we don’t allow any foreign party to interfere in our 
defense 
affairs," General Dehqan told reporters in Tehran in reaction to the recent UN Security Council meeting 
on 
Iran's ballistic missile test. 
He underscored that the missile test "contradicts neither the nuclear deal (between Iran and the world 
powers 
signed in 2015) nor the Resolution 2231". 
At the request of the United States, the United Nations Security Council held an emergency session on 
Tuesday to address Iran's missile test. 
After the UNSC meeting, the Iranian parliamentary, diplomatic, intelligence and military officials in a 
joint 
meeting in Tehran on Wednesday condemned foreign interference in the country's defense affairs, 
stressing that 
Iran's missile and defense programs are not negotiable. 
"Commander of the Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) Aerospace Force Brigadier General Amir 
Ali 
Hajizadeh, Deputy Foreign Minister for Europe and America Affairs Majid Takht Ravanchi and a 
number of 
intelligence ministry officials were present in the meeting (hosted by the parliament's National Security 
and 
Foreign Policy Commission)," Rapporteur of the Commission Seyed Hossein Naqavi Hosseini told FNA 
on 
Wednesday. 
"During the meeting, it was concluded that the country's defense and missile industries are not 
negotiable with 
anyone and they should advance with all power and capacity and the parliament should support it too," 
he 
added. 



"It was also declared that no country is allowed to interfere in the country's defense affairs," Naqavi 
Hosseini 
said. 
Also, on Tuesday, Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif cautioned Washington to avoid 
escalating 
tensions over Tehran's missile power, reminding that his country's missile and defense program has not 
at all 
been touched by the 2015 nuclear deal with the world powers. 
"As all parties present in the negotiations on the nuclear deal know, the missile issue is not a part of the 
Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA)," Zarif said at a joint press conference with his French 
counterpart 
Jean-Marc Ayrault in Tehran. 
Stressing that Iran never asks for permission from anyone to defend itself, he said, "We will never use a 
weapon against others but to defend ourselves; Iran has never started any war but it bravely defends its 
dignity 
against foreign aggression." 
"We hope that Iran's defense programs which are out of the sphere of the Resolution 2231 and the 
nuclear 
deal will not become a pretext for political games," Zarif said. 
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IRAN TESTS BALLISTIC MISSILE IN DEFIANCE OF UN RESOLUTION, US OFFICIALS 
SAY 
Iran conducted its first ballistic missile test under Donald Trump's presidency, in yet another apparent 
violation 
of a United Nations resolution, U.S. officials told Fox News on Monday. 
The launch occurred Sunday at a well-known test site outside Semnan, about 140 miles east of Tehran, 
Fox 
News was first to learn. 
TRUMP DEFENDS ORDER FOR VISA CRACKDOWN, REFUGEE HALT: 'WE CAN'T TAKE 
CHANCES' 
The Khorramshahr medium-range ballistic missile flew 600 miles before exploding, in a failed test of a 
reentry 
vehicle, officials said. Iran defense minister Brigadier Gen. Hossein Dehqan said in September that Iran 
would 
start production of the missile. 
U.N. resolution 2231 -- put in place days after the Iran nuclear deal was signed -- calls on the Islamic 
Republic not to conduct such tests. However, this is at least Iran's second such test since July. The 
resolution 
bars Iran from conducting ballistic missile tests for eight years and went into effect July 20, 2015. 
ISLAMIC BODY CALLS TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS A 'GRAVE CONCERN' 
Iran is "called upon not to undertake any activity related to ballistic missiles designed to be capable of 
delivering nuclear weapons, including launches using such ballistic missile technology," according to 
the text of 
the resolution. 
The landmark nuclear deal between Iran and world powers, however, does not include provisions 
preventing 
Iran from conducting ballistic missile tests, and Iran claims the tests are legitimate because they are not 
designed to carry a nuclear warhead. 
President Trump on Sunday spoke with King Salman of Saudi Arabia, a conversation in which the two 
"agreed on the importance of rigorously enforcing the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action with Iran and 
of 
addressing Iran’s destabilizing regional activities," the White House said in a statement. 
A ballistic missile launch could potentially fall under "destabilizing regional activities." 
The launch also came a day before Jordan’s King Abdullah arrived in Washington for meetings with 
Vice 
President Pence and Defense Secretary Mattis. 



Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said he would address the Iran issue with Trump when the 
two 
leaders meet on Feb. 15. 
"I will meet President Trump in Washington soon, and among the issues I will address, is the need to 
renew the 
sanctions against Iran," Netanyahu wrote on Facebook on Monday. "Sanctions against the ballistic 
missiles, 
and other sanctions against the terror, and re addressing the failed agreement on its nuclear 
capabilities. 
"I know that this bothers not only Israel, and not only the US but other countries in the region. Iran's 
aggression should not be ignored." 
The U.S. intelligence community was able to identify Sunday's launch due to its robust satellite network. 
The 
overhead system can detect the heat signature of missile launches and explosions from bombs being 
dropped 
around the world. 
Last March, Iran sparked international condemnation when it test-fired two ballistic missiles, one 
emblazoned 
with the phrase “Israel must be wiped out” in Hebrew. 
U.S. Army Gen. Joseph Votel told lawmakers last March the United States should continue to "expose" 
Iran 
for the role that the rogue nation plays in the region, including its support for Syrian President Bashar 
al-Assad, 
responsible for dropping barrel bombs on his own people. 
Dehqan said in September that Iran would beef up its defense capabilities by "manufacturing three 
fundamental 
products in the area of missile [development] by the end of the year." 
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MEDIA USA, NUOVO TEST DI MISSILE BALISTICO 
L'Iran ha effettuato il primo test di un missile balistico dall'inizio della presidenza Trump, in apparente 
violazione 
di una risoluzione Onu. Lo hanno riferito funzionari americani alla Fox News. Il lancio è avvenuto 
domenica su 
un sito a circa 140 miglia ad est di Teheran. Il missile ha volato per 600 miglia prima di esplodere. La 
risoluzione Onu n. 2231, seguita all'accordo sul nucleare iraniano, stabiliva che Teheran non avrebbe 
dovuto 
condurre test su missili balistici per otto anni. Il primo test del genere, però, era stato già effettuato in 
luglio. 
Secondo Teheran, infatti, i test sono legittimi perché i missili non sono progettati per trasportare testate 
atomiche. Proprio ieri Trump, parlando con il re saudita Salman, aveva affermato che un test 
missilistico 
iraniano sarebbe potuto rientrare in "attività regionali destabilizzanti" 
CASA BIANCA CONFERMA,IRAN HA CONDOTTO TEST MISSILE BALISTICO 
La Casa Bianca ha confermato che l'Iran ha condotto un test su un missile balistico di cui gli Usa 
stanno 
adesso valutando i dettagli. Lo ha sottolineato il portavoce Sean Spicer affermando di non avere ancora 
informazioni sulla "esatta natura" del test. 
 
IRAQ 
UN ENVOY SAYS ISIS TO BE ROUTED SOON IN IRAQ 
The UN envoy for Iraq says military operations to liberate Iraq from the ISIS terrorist group will be 
coming to 
an end “in the rather short foreseeable future.” Jan Kubis told the UN Security Council Thursday that 
“the 
days of the so-called ISIS are counted.” He said progress and the government’s successful campaign 
to retake 
the eastern part of Mosul “should not conceal that fighting has been and will be a massive challenge, in 



particular inside the old city in western Mosul.” Kubis said that after ISIS terorists are routed, Iraq will 
need 
“substantial and sustainable” international support and assistance. He said that “any abrupt scaling-
down of 
engagement or support would mean repeating mistakes of the past.” 
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US-LED COALITION TRAINS MOSUL POLICE, PLANS FOR IS-FREE IRAQ 
The U.S.-led coalition is planning for the day when Iraq will be free of the Islamic State group, ramping 
up 
training of a future Mosul police force - even as the battle for the rest of the city is briefly on hold. 
Sometime 
during the lull, significant numbers of the security forces are expected to move into villages scattered 
across on 
the plains of Ninevah province around Mosul and also into parts of the city retaken from IS over the 
past three 
months. The Iraqi military declared Mosul's eastern half "fully liberated" in January and is now preparing 
to 
battle for the city's western sector - likely to be a much tougher fight in a dense and overcrowded urban 
environment. The operation to free Iraq's second-largest city has been the most complex challenge for 
Iraqi 
forces to date. With more than 100,000 soldiers, police, tribal and militia fighters deployed for the 
offensive, 
Iraqi leaders are aware that after IS militants are routed from Mosul, a well-trained police force will be 
needed 
on the ground - to keep the hard-won victory. In the blistery winter wind, a few hundred police recruits 
shuffled in place to keep warm during a recent training exercise at a coalition base run by the Spanish 
Army in 
Basmaya, east of the Iraqi capital, Baghdad. The young men, mostly in their twenties and thirties, have 
had no 
previous training or experience. Many carried dilapidated Kalashnikov-style rifles, slung over their 
shoulders 
with rope or rubber-coated wire. "We start our program at a very basic level," said Spanish Army's First 
Lt. 
Carlos Egido, who works as a trainer with the U.S.-led coalition. "When they arrive, they don't have any 
skills." Ninevah's police force - along with Iraq's military - largely evaporated when IS first pushed into 
the 
province from neighboring Syria in the summer of 2014. Since then, the U.S.-led coalition has largely 
focused 
on building up combat forces for the Mosul operation. But after the operation, a "well-trained police 
force will 
be key to Iraq's long-term security," said Spanish Army Brig. Gen. Angel Castilla, who oversees the 
police 
training. For now, the training lasts only five weeks, which Castilla said is inadequate in the long term 
but 
forced by the condensed timetable. "We hope they will return to be retrained," he added, explaining that 
the 
objective is to rebuild the province's police force within months. Watching the training at Basmaya, 
Nineveh 
police officer Lt. Col. Hassan Omar Abdullah said the recruits made him feel hopeful despite their lack 
of 
experience. Abdullah was in Mosul the day IS overran the city and fled as he saw other officers and 
units 
around him do the same. The old police force was corrupt, which is in part why Mosul fell to IS so 
easily, he 
said. He warned that IS will likely remain a threat for a long time ahead in Iraq, so having a well-trained 
police 
force is critical. "This will be the biggest challenge," he said. 
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LAVROV: MOSCOW SUPPORTS IRAQ'S ANTI-ISIL BATTLE BY PROVIDING ARMS 
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said Wednesday that Moscow is assisting the Iraqi military's 
ongoing 
campaign against the outlawed ISIL by providing it with arms. "We are assisting in this struggle, 
supplying Iraq 
with Russian weapons and military equipment, strengthening the combat capability of the Iraqi armed 
forces," 
Lavrov said at the Russian-Arab Cooperation Forum in Abu Dhabi, RIA Novosti reported. Moreover, it is 
important to bring the campaign against the ISIL in Mosul, Iraq to an end and defend civilians, Russian 
Foreign 
Minister Sergey Lavrov said Wednesday."Of course, we believe it is important to bring the operation in 
Mosul 
to an end, but, obviously, it is also necessary to take steps to ensure the protection of civilians," Lavrov 
said at 
a Russian-Arabic cooperation forum in Abu Dhabi. 
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IRANIAN GAS REACHES IRAQ SOON 
The Iranian Gas Company has launches the sixth gas pipeline in Iran, which will play an important role 
in the 
continuation of the gas flow to Iraq from the city of Naftchehr to Baghdad, with the presence of the 
Iranian Oil 
Minister Bijan Zanganeh. Iranian news agencies reported that it will be launched on Tuesday, the sixth 
gas 
pipeline in Iran through the cities of Sanandaj, Dahcalan, Beeston and Kermanshah down to Naftchehr 
with 
270-km-long at the presence of the Iranian oil Minister. It was scheduled for this pipeline to be launched 
last 
week, but the collapse incident of Blasco tower has prevented the oil minister from traveling to attend 
the 
opening ceremony. The Iranian Gas Company director Hamid Reza Araqi has noted that through the 
launch of 
this section of the pipeline, the Iranian gas exports will reach the borders of Iraq, and the pipeline will be 
ready 
in full to export gas to Iraq, but there are still some financial problems concerning Iraq’s purchase of gas 
from 
Iran, where Iraqi officials said that they’re going to solve these problems. It is said that this section of 
the line 
plays a very important role in the gas transportation, which its budget reached 600 billion tomans ($ 158 
million) for the delivery of gas to western Iran, especially to Iraq. 
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RUSSIA READY TO ASSIST IRAQ IN FIGHTING ISLAMIC STATE 
Russia is ready to provide additional assistance, if the Iraqi government shows interest in Russia’s 
assistance in 
the fight against terrorism, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said on Monday following talks with 
Eritrea’s top diplomat, Osman Saleh Mohammed. 
"In broader terms, we should not forget that the Islamic State (IS, outlawed in Russia) is operating not 
only in 
Syria, but also in Iraq," the minister said. "the US-led coalition is working In Iraq with Baghdad’s 
consent." "I 
do not rule out that, if the Iraqi authorities show interest, we will be able to provide additional support to 
them, 
at least in terms of intelligence data, but in other forms as well," Lavrov emphasized. 
The minister recalled that "there is a four-party center overseeing these issues in Baghdad that involves 
Iraq, 
Iran, Syria and Russia." "This mechanism may be used for more efficient coordination in the fight 
against the IS, 



considering that the IS is operating in Syria, Iraq and other parts of the region," Lavrov noted. 
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IRAQ PARLIAMENT VOTES IN FAVOUR OF US BAN IN RESPONSE TO TRUMP 
TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS 
Iraqi lawmakers have voted in favour of measures to ban US citizens from travelling to their country. 
The vote 
passed specifically in response to US President Trump's executive order restricting the travel of Iraqis 
and 
nationals from six other Middle Eastern nations. 
The Trump administration's ban on travel to the US for individuals with citizenship for Syria, Iraq, 
Sudan, 
Somlia, Iran and Yemen has been met with anger and resentment in Iraq where 5,000 US troops have 
been 
deployed to fight the Islamic State (Isis). 
The vote in Iraqi parliament asks the government in Baghdad to retaliate against the executive order, 
Reuters 
has reported. 
Iraqi foreign Minister Ibrahim al-Jaafari is due to meet with the US Ambassador on Monday (30 January 
2017) to express his unhappiness at the travel ban that has targeted Muslim majority nations. 
The Islamic Republic of Iran has also issued a strong statement condemning Trump's executive order 
limiting 
immigration. 
The regional power, which enjoyed a certain level of rapprochement under the Obama administration 
has 
warned that it would take legal, political and reciprocal measures. However, Iraq's Foreign Minister 
Javad 
Zarif did say that people with a valid visa to travel to Iran would still be welcome. "Unlike the US, our 
decision 
is not retroactive. All with valid Iranian visa will be gladly welcomed," he said. 
Under Trump's ban – which has been called the 'Muslim ban', referring to one of the Republican 
leader's most 
controversial election promises – citizens from the seven nations are now barred from entering the US 
for 90 
days from 27 January. The executive order has also suspended the admission of Syrian refugees to the 
US 
indefinitely. 
World leaders have expressed their dismay at the measures, and in the US protests have erupted 
outside many 
of the nation's major airports. At US borders and immigration control, chaotic scenes have been 
reported. 
The ban left green-card holders from the seven affected nations stranded as they attempted to re-enter 
the US 
after travelling, despite having legal residence in the country. They were taken in for interviews by 
border 
officials without automatic permission granted for them to re-enter. 
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MOSUL EST ANCORA INSTABILE ED ESPOSTA A ISIS 
Le autorità governative irachene incontrano serie difficoltà nel ripristinare la sicurezza nei quartieri 
orientali di 
Mosul, di recente conquistati all'Isis dopo una battaglia durata tre mesi. Lo riferiscono fonti politiche 
irachene 
nella regione di Mosul. Mohammad Ibrahim, presidente del comitato sicurezza nel consiglio provinciale 
di 
Ninive, la regione di cui Mosul è capitale, ha denunciato parlando ai media locali la scarsità di agenti di 
polizia 
e forze di sicurezza dispiegati a Mosul est, e la presenza nei settori orientali della città contesa di 
numerosi 



membri dell'Isis. Dal canto suo, Said Mamuzainy, portavoce del Partito democratico curdo nella regione 
di 
Ninive, conferma che "la situazione della sicurezza nella parte liberata di Mosul sembra confusa e 
preoccupante. Non ci sono abbastanza agenti", afferma Mamuzaini, secondo cui l'Isis ha ancora 
"cellule 
dormienti" nei quartieri orientali. 
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KURDISTAN TWO KURDISH DELEGATIONS WILL VISIT BAGHDAD, DISCUSS 
KURDISTAN INDEPENDENCE 
Two delegations from the Kurdistan Region will visit Baghdad to discuss Kurdish independence with the 
Iraqi 
government and political parties. A delegation from the Shia National Alliance, led by leader Ammar al-
Hakim, 
visited the Kurdistan Region on Saturday to meet with the Region’s senior officials and political parties. 
Following the meetings, a press conference was held where the representatives of both sides talked 
about the 
agenda of the visit as well as the topics discussed in the meetings. According to a Kurdistan24 reporter 
who 
attended the conference, two delegations from the Kurdistan Region revealed plans to visit Baghdad 
and 
discuss Kurdish independence. In August 2016, Hakim announced a project for “national resettlement 
in Iraq” 
aimed at unity in the country and coexistence of its components. The purpose of Hakim’s visit to the 
Region 
was to discuss the project with the Kurdish leaders and political parties. Additionally, the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party (KDP) Political Bureau Secretary Fazil Mirani said they had discussed Kurdish 
independence with the Shia delegation. During the meeting with the Shia delegation, the Kurdistan 
Region 
President Masoud Barzani said since 2003 the rights of the people of Kurdistan were violated by Iraq 
including salary cuts in 2014. Ali al-Alaq, an Iraqi MP from the State of Law bloc in the Iraqi parliament, 
told 
reporters the Shia delegation encouraged dialogue between Erbil and Baghdad. “We suggested to the 
Kurdistan Region President and other leaders to form joint committees and start dialogues on the 
disputes 
between Erbil and Baghdad,” Alaq explained. Moreover, Saadi Pira, a member of the Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan (PUK) Political Bureau, who also attended the meeting stated Kurds would determine their 
future 
with Iraq through a referendum. 
However, Pira reminded a referendum did not mean “immediate partition from Iraq.” 
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IRAQ'S PRIME MINISTER HAS SQUASHED A MOVE BY PRO-IRANIAN FACTIONS IN 
HIS GOVERNMENT WHO WANTED TO RETALIATE AGAINST PRESIDENT DONALD 
TRUMP'S TRAVEL BAN. 
Iraq's prime minister has squashed a move by pro-Iranian factions in his government who wanted to 
retaliate 
against President Donald Trump's travel ban. Both Iran and Iraq are included in Trump's order to ban 
people 
from seven Muslim-majority countries from travelling to the US. Iraq's leader Haider al-Abadi faced calls 
last 
week to respond in kind to the ban, just like Tehran did the day before. But the prime minister warned 
the Shia 
leaders that a ban on Americans would jeopardise US support for the war on the Islamic State group 
currently 
raging in Iraq's second city of Mosul. While the Shia leaders agreed that the US order was unfair, it was 
understood that Iran's allies had no alternative plan on how to finish the battle in Mosul without US help. 
Abadi 



said at a news conference on Tuesday that Iraq was best served by preserving the US alliance. "We 
are ... in a 
battle and we don't want to harm the national interest," he said. Iran's allies are, nevertheless, preparing 
to 
press their cause again should relations deteriorate further between Washington and Iran after Mosul, 
Ahmed 
Younis, a professor of international relations at the University of Baghdad, told Reuters. One prominent 
Shia 
member of parliament warned the situation could change if the ban was extended. "The Americans 
promised to 
review the ban in three months," said Hassan Khalati, a lawmaker close to Sayyid Ammar al-Hakim, a 
prominent Shia cleric and politician who hosted Sunday's meeting. "If it is maintained, there will be 
(further) 
pressure" on the government to retaliate, he said. Washington on Friday ratcheted up pressure on Iran, 
putting 
sanctions on 13 individuals and 12 entities days after the White House put Tehran "on notice" over a 
ballistic 
missile test. Iran's dominant influence in Iraqi politics was eroded after IS routed the Iraqi army, 
commanded 
then by Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki, who was a close ally of Tehran. This forced Maliki to seek US 
help to 
fight the IS militants. 
Unlike Maliki, Abadi has kept Iran at arm's length. Iranian Major-General Qassem Soleimani, who 
oversaw 
the formation of the Popular Mobilisation militias receded from public view in mid-2015. But several 
policy-makers and analysts said the travel ban was changing the dynamic, in particular by empowering 
the 
pro-Iranian factions. "Why should we trust the new American administration?" asked Iskandar Witwit, a 
lawmaker from Maliki's bloc, the biggest in parliament. "We have the right to get closer to Iran as a 
secure ally 
in order to preserve our national interests. Iraq this week asked the US ambassador to Iraq to convey a 
request to reconsider the ban, arguing for the need to cooperate against IS and saying no Iraqi was 
involved in 
attacks on US soil. Among Iraqis affected by the ban are a top general spearheading elite forces in the 
fight 
against IS who's family is in the US, and a Yazidi lawmaker who will not able to accept a human rights 
award 
in America because of the restrictions. 
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NINEVEH PLAINS ARAB TRIBES SUPPORT KURDISH STATEHOOD: SPOKESPERSON 
Muzahm al-Huwet demands Maliki be tried for his "crimes against Iraqi people". Should Iraqi VP Nouri 
al-Maliki take over as the PM for the third term, the Sunni Arab tribes of Nineveh province will detach 
Nineveh from Baghdad, confirmed the spokesperson for the tribes, adding in which case they prefer to 
be 
supervised by Kurdistan Region and get protected by its Peshmerga forces. Muzahim Ahmed al-Huwet 
made 
the comments during an interview with BasNews, published on its weekly issue on Tuesday. According 
to 
Huwet, the Arab tribes are not content with Maliki's behavior and acts and demand that he be "tried for 
the 
crimes he committed against the Iraqi people." He stated "Maliki's crimes are more than those 
committed by 
[former Iraqi president] Saddam Hussein… as Maliki handed over the Sunni provinces to the Islamic 
State 
(IS)." "If Maliki returns to power [as PM], we will declare dissection of our area, contact Kurdistan 
Region 
and demand the central government to transfer our entire documents to Kurdistan." Huwet continued 
"We 



refuse to live with Maliki and his crimes once again," as he accused Iran of supporting the Iraqi VP. 
He also accused Maliki of "colluding with the IS terrorists to occupy Anbar, Nineveh and Salahaddin 
provinces. Maliki intends to create turmoil in Iraq and form an assassination squad in Mosul." In 
response to 
the question how Kurdistan Region deals with Arab IDPs, Huwet thanked Kurdistan and especially 
Kurdistan 
President Masoud Barzani, who in contrast to the officials in Baghdad, opened the gates for receiving 
the IDPs 
and even ordered to transfer the IDPs from Sunni provinces by plane. For the official President Barzani 
also 
represented Mosul Arab tribes "because we as Sunni Arabs do not have a representative and Barzani 
alone 
protected our dignity and defended us." "There is no one better than Barzani for us [Arab tribes]." 
Huwet 
believed the areas controlled by Peshmerga after ousting IS are part of Kurdistan, even the Sunni Arab 
areas, 
for which Peshmerga shed their blood. There are calls by some Shi'ite officials, specifically Maliki, for 
Peshmerga to withdraw from the liberated areas, to which the tribes' official said "neither Maliki nor 
anyone 
else can decide on these areas as they are Kurdish." "We demand the Kurdistan Region not to 
withdraw from 
the areas freed by Peshmerga." Huwet also refused for the Shi'ite Popular Mobilization Forces or 
Hashd 
al-Shaabi forces to enter their areas in Nineveh province, saying the area is already safeguarded by 
Peshmerga. Commenting on the demand by Kurdistan Region officials for independence from 
Baghdad, 
Huwet stated Kurdistan Region is entitled to have its own state and they support the creation of a 
Kurdish 
state in Iraq. As for the moves by the Kurdistan Worker's Party (PKK), Sunni Arab tribes' spokesperson 
described the PKK "an outlawed force supported by Maliki." He also declared that a number of former 
IS 
commanders are now PKK members in Sinjar. 
"IS and PKK are two sides of the same coin who are led by Maliki," said Huwet, accusing PKK of 
staging "a 
big turmoil" in Sinjar. He also hoped that after fully liberating Mosul, Nineveh province becomes an 
independent region but the mainly Kurdish Yezidi town of Sinjar gets annexed to Kurdistan Region. 
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ARAB COUNTRIES SHOULD TURN AWAY FROM US-MADE TO 'MORE RELIABLE 
RUSSIAN WEAPONS' 
Arab countries should replace United States-made weapons with Russian-produced analogues, 
according to 
Iraqi military expert Qasi al Myatasim. In an interview with Sputnik Arabic, the expert pointed out: 
"American 
weapons are not reliable. Russia produce more advanced military equipment, but the US has better 
propaganda tools. Moreover, when the Americans export their weapons they take out all advanced and 
complicated electronics [from those systems]." According to the expert, Russian manufacturers and 
exporters 
do not downgrade their weapons. "Russian weapons can be operational for years. They just need to be 
maintained, including replacing worn-out parts. This gives much more options. We worked with Soviet-
made 
weapons, and the results were very good," al Myatasim noted. 
The expert added that Washington has recently launched a new policy in the region, in compliance with 
its 
interests. Currently, there are talks underway on changing the Iraqi political system and establishing 
new 
American military bases in northern Iraq. "After the US invaded Iraq, a lot of American bases have been 
established across the country. Some of them were made public, but some of them are still secret. 
Since 2003, 



during a three-year period, Washington moved heavy military equipment to Iraq via the Baghdad 
airport," he 
said. Al Myatasim added that all those weapons were delivered to northern Iraq to build military bases 
there, 
probably, the "largest military bases in the Middle East." "But no one knows where those bases are 
located. 
They are secret and remote from populated areas," he explained. The expert suggested that the 
existence and 
combat readiness of those bases can be confirmed by a recent statement by President of Iraqi 
Kurdistan 
Masoud Barzani. Last week, Barzani said he would declare region’s independence from Iraq if Iraq Vice 
President Nouri Maliki returns to the post of the country’s prime minister. "I will announce the 
independence 
of Kurdistan the minute in which Maliki becomes a prime minister, I will not refer to anyone and let 
whatever 
needs to happen, happen… I will not remain in an Iraq ruled by Maliki," Barzani told Asharq al-Awsat 
newspaper. Moreover, Barzani also called on the US to keep its military forces in Iraq after the 
liberation of 
Mosul from Daesh is completed. "I hope that the United States will not repeat that mistake [the full 
withdraw 
of US forces from Iraq by former President Barack Obama]. I told the military commanders who were on 
the 
ground in 2010 and 2011 that if the US forces withdrew from Iraq, it would give an opportunity for 
terrorism 
to grow," Barzani said in an interview with The Washington Post. The current contingent of US forces in 
Iraq is 
nearly 15,000 personnel. 
"This corresponds with [US President Donald] Trump’s plan to quietly increase the number of American 
forces in Iraq. He wants to change the balance of power in the region in accordance with Washington’s 
interests," Al Myatasim concluded. The current contingent of US forces in Iraq is nearly 15,000 
personnel. 
"This corresponds with [US President Donald] Trump’s plan to quietly increase the number of American 
forces in Iraq. He wants to change the balance of power in the region in accordance with Washington’s 
interests," Al Myatasim concluded. 
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IRAQI PM APPROVES RETURN OF MORE THAN 240,000 DISPLACED PEOPLE TO 
SALAHUDDIN PROVINCE 
The Iraqi Prime Minister Haider Al-Abadi has agreed to allow the return of more than 240,000 displaced 
people to Salahuddin province, nearly a year after retaking it from the Islamic State (ISIS), a local 
source 
revealed. A member of Salahuddin provincial council, Sabhan Al- Jayyad told Anadolu news agency 
that “the 
Council received today a formal letter from the federal government with Abadi’s approval to allow the 
return 
of displaced people to their residential areas”. The Salahuddin Provincial Council decided in December 
last 
year to allow the return of displaced people starting from mid-February and sent an official request to 
the 
government for approval. Al-Jayyad added that “the decision will include the return of more than 
160,000 
displaced people to areas north of the province, 50,000 to southern regions and about 30,000 to areas 
in the 
east”, noting that a majority of the displaced people are currently residing in Kurdish provinces as well 
as 
Kirkuk and Baghdad.” The security services in the province will complete preparations for the displaced 
people to return to their areas”, he said. Last year, Iraqi government forces retook most of Salahuddin 
province from ISIS especially Beiji, which includes the largest oil refinery in the country. This followed 
fierce 



battles that left dozens of casualties among both government forces and militants. At the time, the 
security 
authorities prevented the displaced civilians from returning to those areas, especially north of the 
province, 
citing instability and continued attacks from ISIS. During the last three months the Iraqi forces managed 
to 
regain those areas from the militant group. ISIS continues, however, to have a firm grip over some 
areas in the 
province, especially the desert regions bordering Anbar province, west of the country. 
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KUWAIT 
KUWAIT, IRAQ EMBROILED IN NEW TERRITORIAL DISPUTE. 
A political crisis could be looming between Kuwait and Iraq after lawmakers in Baghdad contested a 
decision 
by the Iraqi cabinet regarding navigation activities in Khor Abdullah, the border waterway between the 
two 
countries. 
On Thursday, the Iraqi parliament witnessed a bitter standoff between lawmakers who accused the 
government of surrendering the maritime border to Kuwait and others who defended it. 
In 2013, the two countries agreed on a deal regulating the use of the Khor Abdullah estuary and 
referred their 
agreement to the United Nations amid high hopes it would end one of the thorniest issues remaining 
from the 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait in August 1990. 
The two countries said they were committed to the agreement governing the maritime relations 
between them 
on the basis of United Nations resolutions, in particular Resolution 833, and facilitating the passage of 
ships 
and traffic flow in the channel. 
A spokesperson for the Iraqi prime minister said that the government was “obliged to implement the 
agreement 
on Khor Abdullah Canal with Kuwait” and “cannot withdraw from this obligation without Kuwaiti 
consent.” 
Saad Al Hadithi said in a press statement that the Iraqi parliament “approved in its previous term the 
endorsement and ratification of the Maritime Agreement in Khor Abdullah in 2012,” Iraq Trade Link 
News 
Agency reported on Saturday. 
Al Hadithi added that the outgoing Iraqi cabinet, headed by Nouri Al Maliki, endorsed the border 
demarcation 
between the two countries, including the maritime law. 
“The current cabinet, acting on previous endorsements and commitments, directed to complete the 
engineering 
questions according to UN resolutions,” the spokesperson said. 
In Kuwait City, Deputy Foreign Minister Khalid Al Jarallah dismissed allegations by some Iraqi 
lawmakers 
that Kuwait was carving out parts of Iraqi territory for itself. 
“Kuwait did not take a single inch of Iraqi territory and does not accept at the same time that anyone 
encroaches on any inch of its own territory,” Al Jarallah told the media on Sunday evening. 
The senior official said that he deplored the allegations and the MPs’ accusations that Kuwait seized 
Khor 
Abdullah, stressing there were no new developments regarding the issue. 
“Kuwait remains fully committed to the agreement with Iraq regarding the maritime border demarcation 
Resolution 833,” he said. “Kuwait will not alter the geographic facts in the area, and I affirm that Kuwait 
did 
not go beyond its borders or seize any inch of Iraqi land.” 
Kuwait wanted to implement the agreement during a meeting of senior officials from the two countries 
on 
January 24-27 to organise the technical foundations for maritime activities in Khor Abdullah, he added. 



“We agreed with the Iraqis on several points related to navigation, and the two countries are set to 
benefit 
from the agreement. Any claim that Kuwait wants to take over the waterway is baseless, lacks 
credibility and 
does not reflect genuine facts. Such claims can be made only by people who do not wish to see closer 
relations between Kuwait and Iraq and want to harm both countries,” Al Jarallah said. 
The Deputy Foreign Minister said that Kuwait, however, would not make an official protest “because the 
claims were not made by the Iraqi government.” 
Resolution 833 stipulates that “through the demarcation process the Commission was not reallocating 
territory 
between Kuwait and Iraq, but it was simply carrying out the technical task necessary to demarcate for 
the first 
time the precise coordinates of the boundary set out in the ‘Agreed Minutes between the State of 
Kuwait and 
the Republic of Iraq regarding the Restoration of Friendly Relations, Recognition and Related Matters’ 
signed 
by them on 4 October 1963.” 
The resolution said that the “task was carried out in the special circumstances following Iraq’s invasion 
of 
Kuwait and pursuant to resolution 687 (1991) and the Secretary-General’s report for implementing 
paragraph 
3 of that resolution.” 
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LEBANON 
LEBANON EXPECTS TO START OIL PRODUCTION IN 2018, PRESIDENT AOUN SAYS 
Lebanon expects to start oil production in 2018 and will deposit the resulting revenues into a sovereign 
wealth 
fund, President Michel Aoun said on Jan. 31.“Everything that is extracted will be for the Lebanese 
people,” he 
said during a meeting with a press syndicate delegation.Aoun said the revenues would be invested in 
development projects, and vowed to increase efforts to upgrade Lebanon’s crumbling 
infrastructure.Lebanon 
has relaunched its first oil and gas exploration and production licensing round after a three-year delay, 
kick-starting the development of a hydrocarbon industry stalled by national political paralysis.Minister of 
Energy and Water Cesar Abou Khalil said last week that Lebanon had opened five offshore blocks for 
bidding in a first licensing round. 
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LEBANON'S PRESIDENT URGES 'SAFE ZONES' FOR REFUGEES IN COORDINATION 
WITH SYRIA 
Lebanon's President Michel Aoun has urged the international community to facilitate the return of 
Syrian 
refugees to their homeland by setting up a series of "safe zones" in coordination with the government in 
Damascus. 
President Aoun made the remarks on Friday during a meeting with UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees 
(UNHCR) Filippo Grandi. 
During the meeting, the Lebanese president pledged that his country would not force any refugees to 
return to 
Syria amid insecure conditions. 
Elsewhere in his remarks, Aoun expressed Lebanon’s support for a political solution to the ongoing 
crisis in 
neighboring Syria and combating Takfiri terrorists wreaking havoc in the Mideast region. 
Syrian Foreign Minister Walid al-Muallem in a recent meeting with Grandi warned that plans to create 
safe 
zones in the Arab country, proposed by the new administration of US President Donald Trump, would 
pose 
serious risks to civilians’ lives if enforced without coordination with Damascus. 



Muallem said Monday that any attempt to impose safe zones without coordination with the Syrian 
government 
will be an “unsafe act.” 
Some 1.2 million Syrian refugees are currently taking shelter in Lebanon. The influx of Syrian refugees 
is 
exerting huge pressure on Lebanon’s poor infrastructure, education and health systems. 
The United Nations and other international organizations have repeatedly called upon the international 
community to intensify efforts to alleviate the sufferings of Syrian refugees in Lebanon. 
Syria has been plagued by a deadly foreign-backed militancy since March 2011. 
Millions of Syrians have been fleeing the conflict in their home country to neighboring states as well as 
elsewhere in the world. 
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U.N. REFUGEE CHIEF MEETS HARIRI, VOWS 'FULL SUPPORT' FOR LEBANON 
Prime Minister Saad Hariri held talks Friday at the Center House U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees 
Filippo Grandi, in the presence of State Minister for Refugee Affairs Mouein al-Merehbi, UNHCR 
representative in Lebanon Ninette Kelly and Hariri’s adviser for refugee affairs Nadim Mounla. “We 
reviewed 
the situation of the Syrian refugees in the country that, in percentage terms, hosts the highest 
concentration of 
refugees in the world. I expressed to the Prime Minister once again our full support for the role that 
Lebanon 
played and continues to play in hosting hundreds of thousands of Syrian refugees,” Grandi said after 
the talks. 
“I agreed with the Prime Minister that it is important to continue to call on the international community 
for more 
resources to be given to Lebanon, to its institutions that provide services like education and health and 
to the 
economy of Lebanon, so that both the Lebanese and the refugees can benefit from more opportunities,” 
he 
added. Grandi noted the upcoming conference in Brussels, called for by the European Union and 
attended by 
many others, will be “a very good opportunity to reiterate the importance of supporting host countries 
and in 
particular Lebanon.” “My message here is one of extreme gratitude for a country that, alone, at a time 
when 
refugees are under pressure all over the world, has been so generous of its resources, space and 
energy to 
host millions of people for so many years,” Grandi added. 
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FM URGES MORE PARTNERSHIP AMONG LEBANESE 
Foreign Minister Gebran Bassil said that the Lebanese managed to "break political walls" by accepting 
each 
other and restoring partnership. "I think we achieved some success, but we still have a long way to go," 
Bassil 
said during a reception held in his honor in the South African capital of Johannesburg. He urged the 
Lebanese 
diaspora to hold onto their national identity without losing their affiliations to their country of residence. 
Bassil 
launched the Lebanese Diaspora Energy Conference Thursday. "Lebanon is (comprised of) the 
Christian and 
the Muslim and if either was eliminated, the country and the diaspora would not remain," the FM 
warned in a 
statement issued by his press office Friday. He called on expats to restore their nationality. "Don't let 
Lebanon 
die, but let it thrive and breathe by restoring your citizenship and your Lebanism." In November 2015, 
Parliament approved a draft law allowing foreigners of Lebanese descent to apply for citizenship. The 
Free 



Patriotic Movement, headed by Bassil, and the Lebanese Forces were major proponents of the law. 
The two 
parties arguably represent two of the biggest Christian constituencies. 
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FAYAD: BEST SOLUTION TO CRISIS IS ELECTORAL LAW BASED ON PROPORTIONAL 
REPRESENTATION 
Member of Loyalty to the Resistance parliamentary bloc, Ali Fayad, said on Sunday that the best and 
easiest 
solution to the crisis was the recourse to an electoral law based on proportional representation. "Any 
discussion away from full proportionality will hit a discretionary and selectivity brick wall, which is far-off 
the 
unity of norms that must lead any electoral approach," MP Fayad said during a reforestation ceremony 
in 
southern Lebanon. 
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JUMBLATT: TO APPLY TAEF ACCORD OR TO AMEND 60'S LAW 
Deputy Walid Jumblatt commented on Sunday about the electoral law, calling for the application of the 
Taef 
Agreement or the amendment of the 60's law in the upcoming parliamentary elections. "Let us go 
directly to the 
implementation of the Taef Accord or the application of an amended 60's law," Progressive Socialist 
Party 
leader, MP Walid Jumblatt, stated on Sunday during the inauguration of the Party's 47th conference. 
"The Taef 
Accord stipulates the establishment of a Senate after the gradual or full abolition of political 
sectarianism, while 
maintaining certain norms, such as keeping the presidency a Christian post," Jumblatt added. The MP 
considered that the proportionality law could be applied once the Parliament's sectarianism was 
eradicated. He 
described partnership and diversity in Lebanon as the essence of nation. The lawmaker stressed that 
the 
proportional law was not mentioned in the Taef Accord, noting that the Jabal reconciliation was more 
important than the parliament's "seats". 
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PSP SOURCES: FPM WANTS TO ELIMINATE 'HISTORIC PRO-JUMBLAT CHRISTIAN 
REPRESENTATION' 
The Free Patriotic Movement alliance with the Lebanese Forces is targeted against “Christian leaders 
such as 
Kataeb Party chief Sami Gemayel, Marada Movement leader Suleiman Franjieh, MP Butros Harb and 
other 
independent Christians,” Progressive Socialist Party sources have said. “Foreign Minister Jebran Bassil 
told 
the four-party committee (discussing the electoral law) that he is willing to be lenient with (PSP leader 
Walid) 
Jumblat regarding the Druze seats but that it is out of the question for his bloc to comprise any Christian 
MPs,” 
the sources told al-Joumhouria newspaper in remarks published Sunday. “The FPM is disregarding the 
fact 
that there is a historic pro-Jumblat Christian representation in Mount Lebanon, which increases or 
shrinks 
according to alliances. The FPM wants to eliminate this representation,” the sources added. While 
al-Mustaqbal Movement has rejected that the electoral law be fully based on the proportional 
representation 
system, arguing that Hizbullah's weapons would prevent serious competition in the party's strongholds, 
Jumblat's Democratic Gathering bloc has totally rejected proportional representation, even within a 
hybrid law, 



warning that it would “marginalize” the minority Druze community. Hizbullah, Mustaqbal, the FPM, 
AMAL 
Movement and the Lebanese Forces are meanwhile discussing several formats of a so-called hybrid 
electoral 
law that mixes proportional representation with the winner-takes-all system. The country has not 
organized 
parliamentary elections since 2009 and the legislature has instead twice extended its own mandate. 
The last 
polls were held under an amended version of the 1960 electoral law and the next vote is scheduled for 
May. 
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PRESIDENT AOUN: SYRIAN REFUGEES IN LEBANON CANNOT STAY FOREVER 
Source: http://www.lbcgroup.tv 
President Michel Aoun said on Friday that the Syrian refugees in Lebanon cannot stay in Lebanon 
forever. 
Aoun added that the establishment of safe zones in Syria would facilitate their return and that with the 
coordination of the Syrian government. Aoun’s comments were made during his meeting with the 
United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, Filippo Grandi at the Baabda Presidential Palace. "Lebanon 
does 
not intend to force the refugees to return to Syria in light of unstable security conditions," Aoun added. 
He 
concluded by calling on the International Community to facilitate the return of the displaced Syrians to 
their 
country." 
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FM BASSIL: LEBANON IS MUSLIM AND CHRISTIAN ALTOGETHER 
Source: http://www.lbcgroup.tv 
Foreign Minister Gebran Bassil said on Friday that Lebanon without its cultural and intellectual identity 
will be 
driven towards immigration sand terrorism. "Lebanon is the Christian and the Muslim and if any one of 
them 
was eliminated the country and the diaspora will not remain," Bassil said during a reception held in his 
honor in 
the South African capital of Johannesburg. 
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CHANGE AND REFORM: WE WANT TO RESTORE OUR RIGHTS AND WE'RE OPEN TO 
ANY ELECTORAL LAW CONFORMING WITH TAEF 
The Change and Reform parliamentary bloc on Tuesday reiterated its rejection of the 1960 electoral 
law while 
noting that it is “open” to any electoral law that conforms with the 1989 Taef Accord. “All what we have 
been 
saying is that we do not want the 1960 law because it contradicts with the Document of National Accord 
(Taef Accord) which stipulates clear standards and call for correct and effective representation and 
coexistence,” said the bloc in a statement issued after its weekly meeting. “We do not have any 
complexes, 
guilt or embarrassment and we are seeking to restore our rights under any electoral law while being 
keen on 
our partners in the country,” the bloc added. “We are open to any law that conforms with the Document 
of 
National Accord, which means that it must be based on unified standards instead of being tailored to fit 
a 
certain party,” Change and Reform said. 
After a four-party meeting gathering the Free Patriotic Movement, al-Mustaqbal Movement, Hizbullah 
and 
AMAL Movement, the parties announced that major progress had been made towards agreeing on a 



so-called hybrid electoral law that mixes the proportional representation and winner-takes-all systems. 
However, the Progressive Socialist Party is still insisting on rejecting proportional representation in any 
law and 
on Tuesday the PSP announced that it “categorically rejects all the formats that are being proposed for 
the 
electoral law.” The PSP argues that proportional representation would “marginalize” the minority Druze 
community whose presence is concentrated in the Chouf and Aley districts. 
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BERRI LAMENTS LACK OF PROGRESS ON ELECTION LAW 
Speaker Nabih Berri said the political parties have not recorded a progress in their discussions as for 
endorsing a new electoral law for the upcoming polls, and stressed that he would reject any law that 
involves 
“defects in standards,” al-Joumhouria daily reported on Monday. 
 “There isn't any progress. We are still at the beginning of discussions. I will not approve of any electoral 
project that involves defects in standards,” Berri told the daily. 
“I have taken it upon myself to provide ideas and formats to stipulate a just and equitable law based on 
precise 
criteria, but it was not taken into consideration. Accordingly, I can say that I have provided everything I 
have 
got, and have nothing else to offer. The ball is now in the government’s court,” he added. 
Political parties are bickering over amending the current 1960 majoritarian election law which divides 
seats 
among the different religious sects. 
Four-party meetings were held earlier this week between representatives of Hizbullah, AMAL 
Movement, 
al-Mustaqbal Movement and the FPM. 
The parties had reported major progress after their last meeting on Friday. 
Reports have said that odds are in favor of a hybrid election law under which 64 MPs would be elected 
under 
the proportional representation system, and 64 MPs under the winner-takes-all system. 
However, some other parties have expressed rejection of the unsettled outcome of discussions. 
Berri added that shall discussions fail, political parties have to resort to the constitution, he said: “The 
solution is 
simple, let them abide by the constitution which states that a Senate must be formed, in addition to 
other issues. 
“Anyway, I will not violate the constitution, let someone else do. I am waiting for you (political parties) to 
approve a law.” 
Voicing rejection for the 1960 law, he remarked: “The 1960 law must not have room in Lebanon's 
political 
life. My position is well known, the salvation of our country is through endorsing proportional 
representation 
system. I will always voice calls for adopting proportional representation.” 
He concluded saying that “regularity of political life in Lebanon can not be achieved without a 
comprehensive 
and genuine political will in this direction.” 
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PALESTINE 
HAMAS LANCIA APPELLO PER STRATEGIA PALESTINESE CONTRO COSTRUZIONE 
INSEDIAMENTI ISRAELIANI. 
Il movimento islamico palestinese di Hamas ha lanciato un appello alle altre fazioni per costruire una 
strategia 
comune che si concentri sulla realizzazione di programmi di resistenza e contrasto allo sviluppo della 
politica 
del governo israeliano di costruire insediamenti in Cisgiordania. Il portavoce di Hamas, Abdel Latif al 
Qanua, 
ha diffuso un comunicato stampa nel quale chiede di “lanciare una resistenza alle colonie e di 
respingere questa 



politica criminale in Cisgiordania”. Per l’esponente islamico palestinese “il piano di costruzione di 
tremila unità 
abitative israeliane in Cisgiordania rappresenta una nuova escalation pericolosa che 
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SYRIA 
RUSSIA, IRAN AND TURKEY TO MEET IN ASTANA 
Russia, Iran and Turkey are expected to discuss the modalities of a cease-fire they brokered in Syria at 
a 
meeting in Astana on Feb. 6 amid Turkey’s mounting concerns that Syrian regime forces and its Shiite 
militia 
allies have violated the truce in opposition-held Wadi Barada and Eastern Ghouta. 
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said last week that a tripartite mechanism was established by 
the 
three countries to monitor the cease-fire in Syria. 
“The cease-fire is largely holding. Russia, Turkey and Iran have established a mechanism that allows 
them to 
monitor the implementation of the truce,” Lavrov said. 
Delegations from the three countries are expected to discuss the monitoring system and enforcement 
measures 
for the truce. 
Turkey considers the inclusion of Iran in the cease-fire as “success” because the violations in the truce 
deal 
brokered by Turkey and Russia were made by the Syrian regime and Hezbollah militias over the 
justification 
that some Syrian opposition groups in Barada Valley and East Ghouta were affiliated to al-Nusra, which 
is 
excluded from the deal. 
Russia’s Special Envoy for Syria Alexande Lavrentive visited Tehran on Feb. 5, a day before the 
Astana 
meeting. 
Ankara warns Syrian opposition about constitutional draft 
Turkey has warned Syrian opposition groups from refraining to discuss the future administrative make-
up of 
Syria or a new constitution at the talks in Geneva on Feb. 20. 
Turkish Foreign Ministry Undersecretary Ümit Yalçin met with Riyad Hijab, the general coordinator of 
the 
High Negotiations Committee, President of the Syrian National Council Enes el Abde, representatives 
of 
opposition military groups participating in the Astana talks, the Syrian Kurdish National Council, Syrian 
Turkmen representatives as well as some Druze and Alawite religious scholars in Ankara on Feb. 3 
ahead of 
the new peace talks. 
Ankara favors the Kurdish National Council over the Democratic Union Party (PYD), which it considers 
to be 
an offshoot of the outlawed Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK). 
At the talks in Astana in January, Russia gave opposition representatives a draft version of the new 
Syrian 
constitution and a blueprint promoted by Moscow as offering a possible solution to the conflict. 
But a Turkish foreign ministry source said they “pointed out that bringing up the future administrative 
system of 
Syria at the moment and attempting to start a discussion on issues such as a new constitution, 
autonomy or 
federalism could risk serving the purposes of those who pursue unilateral agendas.” 
“These kinds of attempts should be avoided as it targets current parameters for a political solution by 
the U.N. 
Security Council decision,” said the source. 
The source also warned against the presence of “fake opposition” at the talks, a reference to groups 
deemed 



by Turkey to be too loyal to Bashar al-Assad favored by Moscow. 
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BELGIAN DELEGATION: EUROPEAN GOVERNMENTS SUPPORTED TERRORISTS IN 
SYRIA 
Member of Belgium’s Federal Parliament Filip Dewinter said the European governments picked the 
wrong 
side in the war in Syria, having stood by and supported the Wahhabi terrorists instead of siding by the 
legitimate Syrian government. The remarks of Dewinter, who is heading a Belgian parliamentary 
delegation on 
a visit to Syria, came during a meeting with Governor of Aleppo province Hussein Diyab. Dewinter said 
that 
during his latest visit to Syria two years ago, he warned that the terrorism in Syria would backfire on its 
supporters and would strike Europe and the US, noting that this is what has actually happened. He 
hoped that 
the victory against the terrorists in Aleppo will help open the European politician’s eyes to the facts and 
drive 
them to change their current approach towards the events in Syria. Dewinter pointed out that the 
Belgian 
delegation’s visit to Aleppo aims at inspecting firsthand the situation on the ground away from the false 
picture 
promoted by some Western media outlets so that to convey the real image to the Belgian and 
European public 
opinion. In the course of their visit to Aleppo, the Belgian parliamentarians met with a number of Islamic 
and 
Christian clergymen. They stressed that Syria has always been the land of religions, noting that the 
policies of 
the Western and European governments have intentionally ignored the Suffering of the Syrian people 
under the 
Wahhabi terrorism that aims at destroying the diverse social fabric of the Syrian society. The Belgian 
delegation also visited the University of Aleppo and listened from its chiefs to a review of how the 
university 
has stood its ground despite the terrorist attacks that targeted it and continued the education and 
research 
process throughout the years of the crisis. 
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SYRIA REJECTS RUSSIA’S SUGGESTIONS ON AUTONOMOUS COMMUNITIES IN 
SYRIA, INCLUDING KURDS 
The Syrian government has rejected Kurdish autonomy to be included in a new draft constitution for the 
country being written by Russia. Article 40 in the draft constitution called for decentralized “people’s 
societies”. “The Kurdish cultural self-ruling systems and its organizations use both the Arabic and 
Kurdish 
languages equally,” the draft reads. The Kurdish Democratic Union Party (PYD), however are refusing 
to 
budge that federalism can be the only solution. The Syrian government has rejected local autonomy or 
recognition of the Kurdish language on an equal level to Arabic. The difficulty would also mean that 
other 
minority languages would also need to be recognized including Greek, Aramaic, Turkish and many 
others that 
the PYD have not advocated for. According to the Syrian state media, during the Syrian peace talks in 
Astana 
last week, the Syrian government envoy Bashar Jaafari, said that the issue of federalism would be 
decided “by 
all Syrians and not decided unilaterally by a single component,” adding that all ideas “even one as crazy 
as 
federalism, must be put to a democratic vote”. “It’s completely unacceptable for a group of people to 
decide 
to create a statelet and call it federalism,” Jaafari continued. 
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SYRIAN MILITIAS SEE MORE U.S. SUPPORT FOR IS FIGHT, PLAN NEW PHASE 
The U.S.-led coalition against Islamic State has boosted support for its Syrian allies since President 
Donald 
Trump took office, supplying armored vehicles for the first time as they prepare to launch a new phase 
in their 
campaign for Raqqa, a spokesman for the militia said on Tuesday. 
The U.S.-backed Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) alliance, which is dominated by the Kurdish YPG 
militia, 
is waging a campaign aimed at taking Raqqa city, Islamic State's base of operations in Syria. 
A Pentagon spokesman said on Tuesday the vehicles had been supplied to Arab elements within the 
SDF "as 
part of our existing authorities to enable them", and there had been no change in policy. 
But the SDF spokesman told Reuters their delivery marked a significant improvement in Washington's 
support 
and attributed the change to the new administration, which says eradicating Islamic State will be one of 
its 
biggest priorities. 
The SDF is likely to figure prominently in Trump's strategy for fighting IS in Syria, where the jihadist 
group still 
holds large areas of territory stretching to the Iraqi border. 
The YPG is the most powerful element of the SDF, and its growing sway in northern Syria is a major 
source of 
concern for the Turkish government, which is worried this will fuel instability among its own Kurdish 
minority. 
A Kurdish military source, speaking on condition of anonymity, told Reuters the next phase of the 
Raqqa 
campaign would aim to seal off all remaining roads to the city, including the route to Deir al-Zor 
province, 
another IS stronghold. 
SDF spokesman Talal Silo said the U.S.-led coalition had delivered the armored vehicles in the last four 
or five 
days. He declined to give the number of vehicles supplied. 
"Previously we didn't get support in this form, we would get light weapons and ammunition," he said. 
"There 
are signs of full support from the new American leadership -- more than before -- for our forces." 
The Pentagon spokesman said the vehicles were supplied to the Syrian Arab Coalition -- part of the 
SDF -- 
and would help it contend with the threat posed by improvised explosive devices used by Islamic State 
as they 
advance towards Raqqa. 
"The Department of Defense only provides training and materiel support to the Syrian Arab Coalition," 
Major 
Adrian J.T. Rankine-Galloway said in a statement. 
The U.S. strategy towards fighting Islamic State in Syria has generated tension with Turkey, which 
views the 
YPG as an extension of the PKK, a group that has waged a three-decade insurgency in Turkey. 
The YPG forms the military backbone of autonomous regions set up by Kurdish groups and their allies 
in 
northern Syria since the onset of the war in 2011. 
Trump, who pledged in his inaugural address to eradicate Islamic State and like-minded groups "from 
the face 
of the Earth", signed an executive order on Saturday asking the Pentagon, the joint chiefs of staff and 
other 
agencies to submit a preliminary plan on how to proceed within 30 days. 
Islamic State is being fought in Syria by three sets of enemies: the Syrian Democratic Forces in 
northern Syria, 



the Syrian government and its Russian and Iranian-backed militia allies in central and eastern Syria, 
and the 
Turkish army and its Syrian rebel allies in a strip of land near the border. 
The SDF launched a campaign with the ultimate aim of capturing Raqqa in November. The first two 
phases 
focused on capturing areas to the north and west of Raqqa, part of a strategy to encircle the city. 
The Kurdish military source said the third phase would focus on capturing remaining areas, including 
the road 
between Raqqa city and Deir al-Zor. Cutting off Raqqa city from IS strongholds in Deir al-Zor would be 
a 
major blow against the group. 
"The coming phase of the campaign aims to isolate Raqqa completely," said the Kurdish military 
source, who 
declined to be named. "Accomplishing this requires reaching the Raqqa-Deir al-Zor road," the source 
said. 
"This mission will be difficult." 
Silo of the SDF said preparations were underway for "new action" starting in "a few days", but declined 
to give 
further details. 
SDF forces had advanced to within 1 km (half a mile) of the Islamic State-held Euphrates Dam to the 
west of 
Raqqa, but have yet to capture it, Silo said, adding that air power could not be used there in case the 
dam was 
damaged. 
Islamic State has been fighting hard in recent weeks to try to capture the last remaining pockets of 
Syrian 
government-held territory in Deir al-Zor city, prompting Russia to dispatch long-range bombers to repel 
its 
assault. 
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MOSCA APRE A 'ZONE SICUREZZA' PROPOSTE DA TRUMP 
La Russia apre alla proposta di Donald Trump di creare delle "zone di sicurezza in Siria" per coloro che 
fuggono dalle violenze della guerra. Il ministro degli Esteri russo, Serghiei Lavrov, ha dichiarato che 
"se" gli 
Stati Uniti "stanno proponendo che le persone che hanno abbandonato le loro case a causa del 
conflitto 
armato in Siria possano sentirsi al sicuro, ricevere i servizi di base e i loro figli possano avere almeno 
un 
parziale accesso all'istruzione mentre le loro case vengono ricostruite e la pace viene riportata nelle 
loro città", 
allora è "possibile pensare di fornire luoghi di residenza per i profughi interni in Siria assieme all'ufficio 
dell'Alto 
Commissariato Onu per i rifugiati, ad altre agenzie, e all'Organizzazione internazionale per le 
Migrazioni". 
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LAVROV: IRAN AND RUSSIA COOPERATE TO COMBAT TERRORISM AND FIND 
SOLUTION TO CRISIS IN SYRIA 
Russian Foreign Minister, Sergey Lavrov, stressed that Iran and Russia are combating terrorism and 
the world 
extremism, as they are working for finding a political solution to the crisis in Syria. In a letter directed to 
a 
conference held in Tehran Monday to mark 515 years of Iranian-Russian relations, Lavrov said that the 
two 
countries are working for continuing the joint efforts to confront the crises in the region and the world 
including 
combating world terrorism and extremism and finding a political solution to the crisis in Syria. 
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YEMEN 
GULF OF ADEN SECURITY REVIEW - JANUARY 30, 2017 
Yemen: U.S. Special Operations Forces raid AQAP headquarters in northwestern al Bayda 
governorate; 
reported U.S. airstrike kills AQAP militants in northwestern Shabwah governorate; al Houthi-Saleh 
ballistic 
missile strikes Hadi government position south of Mokha city; AQAP attacks Emirati-backed 
counterterrorism 
forces in Abyan governorate; UN Security Council report alleges Saudi-led coalition war crimes 
Horn of Africa: ISIS-linked militants execute three Somali soldiers near Qandala town, Bari region; 
Kenyan 
Directorate of Criminal Investigations warns of imminent al Shabaab attack in Nairobi; Somali special 
operations forces kill senior al Shabaab commander Abdullahi Qanas in Gedo region 
Yemen Security Brief 
U.S. Special Operations Forces (SOF) conducted a ground raid targeting an al Qaeda in that Arabian 
Peninsula (AQAP) headquarters in Yakal, northwestern al Bayda governorate, central Yemen on 
January 29. 
AQAP militants killed one U.S. service member and wounded three others during the hour-long 
engagement. 
U.S. forces killed an estimated 14 AQAP militants in the attack, including AQAP senior leader Abdual 
Raouf 
al Dhahab. A reported U.S. airstrike attempted to kill al Dhahab in early September 2012. U.S. 
President 
Donald Trump announced that U.S. forces captured “important” intelligence during the raid. Local news 
sources and AQAP media channels claimed that U.S. forces killed several women and children in the 
raid, 
including the young daughter of late AQAP senior leader Anwar al Awlaki. Yemeni Foreign Minister 
Abdul 
Malik Mikhlafi criticized the raid on social media. AQAP produced several pieces of anti-American 
propaganda featuring children allegedly killed in the raid. 
A reported U.S. airstrike killed two AQAP militants in Bayhan district, northwestern Shabwah 
governorate, 
central Yemen on January 30. The last reported U.S. airstrike targeted AQAP militants in central 
Shabwah 
governorate on January 26. The U.S. has conducted five airstrikes targeting AQAP militants since U.S. 
President Donald Trump took office on January 20. 
Al Houthi-Saleh forces fired three ballistic missiles at Hadi government forces in Mokha city, Taiz 
governorate 
on January 29. Al Houthi-Saleh forces fired the missiles from Camp Abu Musa in al Khawkah district, 
southern al Hudaydah governorate, near Yemen’s western Red Sea coast. Saudi-led coalition Patriot 
air 
defense systems intercepted two of the missiles. The third missile struck Hadi government and popular 
resistance forces south of Mokha city. Hadi government forces claimed to take control of the northern 
road 
leading out of Mokha on January 30, cutting off al Houthi-Saleh forces’ escape route from the city. The 
Hadi 
government’s offensive on Mokha city stalled after its forces seized the port of Mokha on January 23. 
The 
offensive on Mokha is part of Operation Golden Spear, which aims to capture Yemen’s western coast. 
AQAP militants ambushed Emirati-backed al Hizam security forces in Jahain area, central Abyan 
governorate 
on January 28. AQAP militants killed al Hizam commander Rushdi al Alwani and three al Hizam troops 
during 
the attack. AQAP militants claimed to seize al Hizam weapons after the ambush. AQAP militants also 
shelled 
a security headquarters in Zinjibar city, southern Abyan governorate on January 28. 
The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) Panel of Experts, a body responsible for monitoring the 
Yemeni 



civil war, stated that the Saudi-led coalition may have committed war crimes in Yemen in a report 
released on 
January 27. The report cites ten Saudi-led airstrikes, conducted between March and October 2016, 
which 
killed at least 292 civilians. The Panel of Experts claimed that eight of the strikes in question did not 
involve 
possible military targets. The Panel also criticized the U.S., France, Britain, and Malaysia for assisting 
the 
coalition with logistics and intelligence capabilities. 
Horn of Africa Security Brief 
Islamic State of Iraq and al Sham (ISIS)-linked militants executed three Somali soldiers near Qandala 
town in 
Bari region in northern Somalia on January 29, according to pro-ISIS Amaq News Agency. ISIS-linked 
militants abducted nine people, including the three soldiers, after ambushing a bus carrying 18 
passengers en 
route to the coastal city of Boosaaso on January 28. Some hostages escaped. ISIS-linked militants 
seized 
Qandala town on October 26, 2016 before Puntland State security forces recaptured the town on 
December 
7, 2016. ISIS-linked militants maintain hideouts in the Galgala Mountains area of Bari region. 
The Kenyan Criminal Investigations Directorate issued a press alert on January 28 warning of an 
imminent al 
Shabaab attack targeting a learning institution in Nairobi. Kenyan Investigations Officer Nicholas 
Kamwende 
stated that the attack would resemble the April 2015 Garissa University attack, in which al Shabaab 
gunmen 
killed 147 people. Kamwende warned that al Shabaab will use female attackers and stated that the 
group 
relies on logistical support from operatives located in Mandera County in northeastern Kenya. Al 
Shabaab 
militants continue to target Kenyan soldiers and civilians. Al Shabaab most recently attacked a Kenyan 
Defense Forces (KDF) base in Kolbio town, Lower Jubba region on January 27. 
Somali SOF killed senior al Shabaab commander Abdullahi Qanas during an operation in the Tulo 
Barwaqo 
area of Gedo region on January 29. Abdullahi Qanas was al Shabaab’s second deputy military 
commander in 
Gedo region. 
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